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. - @ able consideration of the Secretary of State for India, a suggestion which, if carried out, is

- GOVERNMENT OF MADRAS.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

. ond Yobruary 1881, No. 286 W.
- Buildings and Roads.
. leil Wérk;
. Read the followihg paper :== Lo
. . No. 12 From Secretary, Public Works Department, India Office, to the Becretary .'c.. ;
, to the Government of Madras, Public Works Department, dated London, i ¥
o ~ 30th December 1880, : : :

I ax directed to transmit herewith, for the information of the Government of |
Madras, a copy of Railway despatch to the Government of India, No. 141, dated this
day, together with copy of a letter, dated 9th ultimo, No. 750, from the South Indian
Railway Board, and of the reply thereto, dated 24th instant, on the subject of suggested |

ok

explorations for coal in S8outhern India.

3 From H. W. NOTMAN, Esq., Managing Director, South Indian Railway Company, to the F.
Under Seoreta.;-y of State for India, dated London, 9th November 1880, No. 750.

\ ' I Au desired, by the Board of the South Indian Railway Company, to submit, for the favor- ‘v

; § ealoulated to be attended with important material advantagee to the Government and to the
i Railway Companies of Southern India. '
8l The possibility of obtaining cheap coal and the assimilation of the uent economical ity
g working of the Southern India Railways with that of Bengal and the No:&-west will, it is:
believeg, bo admitted as questions of more than ordi interest. '

.8 ‘Lhe Board venture respectfully to submit the means b which, at 8 eomparatively moderate!
g oost, this object may possibly be attained, vis. :— v ' v ¥

- That the Becretary of State will, if it has not been already done, allow a general survey
¥ or investigation of those portions of Southern Iadia in which, from ascertained

: logical

% indications, reasonable grounds exist for expecting to find ooal ; and that experienced logg!ists

or Miners may examine and report upon istriots. Bhould coal in favorable localities be

ot discovered, a Compeny might be formed to work the mines and Pegvide all the capital required
for the purpose.

i The very moderate outlay required in the fivst instanoe, compared with the
beneficial results which are likely to attend the measure, may be esti

"+ Ji.two Railways in Southern India, of 1,500 miles colleetively, consume fuel equivalent to between

4 i
i [3:,80,000 and 60,000 tons of coal annually, and that while the East Indian Line can obtain
i .~ J7is fuel at a cost of about 7s. per ton, the coet in Southern India is about 35s., or five times the
: [i eoston a line near a ooal-fleld. Ifthe coal could be obtained at 10s. or 12¢. per ton, a saving
B - f 74 over 60 per cent. on present cost would be effected. :

The Bosrd are aware of the ocoal-boring operstions which were undertaken in the |
Godévari District in 1874—1876. They do not assert that coal will be § but would remark
that, so far as they are informed, the geo statistios already obtained show no oonclusive
16830NSs wh{ coal should not be discovered, an only submit thoir request as regards the investi- ~ -
-gation on the assumption that a previous reference to the Government Geologists in India will " }
confirm the Board’s impreasions sud justify the proceeding. . , C
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= 2 PusLic Wozxs Dnmmt, 2up Fxsruany 1881, No. 286 W.
om i MALLET, Under f . of State for Indis, to the Managing Director, . = L
From 8ir LOZ % Tadian T ompany, dated 24th December 1830, No. 418. ghmcton .

directed to acknowl receipt of your letter of the 9th ultuno, No. 730, suggestin
that ilnsrstigations should beu:;‘:de in Sont}{:'n Indis in districts 1 which, from .mmineﬁ
‘ . geological indications, reascnable grounds exist for ex?eotmg to find ooal. .
2. Inmlylamtoststethlt, izing the xmportmoo.ofthgmb,eot,theswremyof
State in Coundil will forward a copy of your letter for the consideration o the Government of
India, and that the result of this yeferemoe sball be oo?mnmotbd to the Board. -

o

Copy Railway Despatch to the Government of Indis, No. 141, dated 30th December 1880. - ‘M

' ith of & letter from the South Indian Railway Board, No. 750, dated )

i 9th é:vtglg;?sgg;lﬁng‘ tol:?tyexpa‘ienoed Geologists and Miners might be allowed to examine - 4

' : and report upon districts in Southern Indis, if from ascertained geologioal indications there are M
reasonable grounds for expecting the existence of coal there. i

SR

i oe of ) supply of fuel for working the Railwaysin
&utﬁﬁ%ﬁ%oubﬁ{%& there m%ment unds for regarding extended .
investigation as useless, the proposal of the Board is one which de fqmgxe oonsideration.
Should you decide upon making further explorations under an experienced officer of the '
Geological Department, it might probably be considered desirable that he. should be associated J
withoneoftheCompmy’loﬁomvhom;yb_gmhledtomlthm.; e
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No.13. . Ozoxs mwmzmow, Sad February 1881, No, 286 W. ..~
Txs Government of India will be addressed as to the services ef an expert being
made available to report on the wonfkl at the Bhadréichalam ﬁeld. oo ‘
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