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Read the following paper : —

Despatch from the Most Honorable the Secretary of State for India.

Statistics and Commerce. Inpia Orrice, Lownpon,
No. 19 [Current No. 1927]. 25th August 1881.
‘81r,—I forward herewith for your information a copy of a memorandum by the
Army Sanitary Commission on the sanitary and other arrangements made at the
annual festivals held in Madras Presideney in 1880.
2. Tam glad to observe that these gatherings continue to be so satisfactorily

conducted. :
I have, &ec.,

: HARTINGTON.
His Excellency the Honorable
The Governor in Council, Fort St. George.

Excrosure No. 1.

MzemorANDUM of the Army Sanitary Commission on Reports from the Government of Madras
on Sanitary arrangements made at Annual Festivals held in that Presidency during 1880.

These reports refer to fairs and festivals held at the following places in Madras Presi-

dency :— :

Name of Place. District,
Dermastola .o .o South Canara.
Srirangam Trichinopoly.
Sabramonia South Canara.
Tiruvannamalai, . v e .. .. South Arcot.
Mylar .. . .o .. .o .. .. .. Bellary.
Kotappa Konda . el e . .+ - .. Kistna.
Anternadi .. .. .. r e . .. Godévari. |
Kollur .. .o .. .o .o .o .o .. South Canara.
Humpi .. .. .o . .o .o . .. Bellary.
Conjeeveram .. N .o e e .. Chingleput.
Ponnoor. . . .. . o . . .. Kistna.

'We have arranged the names with the districts in order to arrive at the relative prevalence
of cholera over the country where these fairs were held.

A No cholera deaths were registered in South Canara where three of the festivals, Dermastola

Sabramonia, and Kollur were held. Bellary District within which two festivals, Mylar and
Humpi, were held also escaped oholera. Trichinopoly District in which the Srirangam festival
was held registered 40 cholera deaths.

South Arcot within which Tiruvannamalai festival was held had 118 cholera deaths,
Kistna District within which the Kotappa Konda and Ponnoor localities are situated was under
the influence of a considerable cholgra 9p1dem10 whmh.oa.rned off 2,389 people, and Godavari in
the same region where Anternadi fair was held registered 9,014 cholera deaths, Cholera wasg
present in Chingleput District within which Conjeeveram is situated, but only 6 deaths were

- yegistered from it.
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2. Madras fairs and festivals have for a number of years boen placed under sanitary

oontrol, and the usual measures ad 3
i i 8 adopted are conservancy carried out by a staff of sweeps
g’m“mons of latrines under sanitary regulation, cleansing the towns or villages about, W

houses, protection of water so & pre
i , X urces, or providing better water where necessary,
oo of surface overcrowding by people, animals and ogrts, but the chief measure 18 P“Mt

olem_liness 80 long as the fair lasts,
Usually there is some ¢ i ' i resen e
Assistant, is placed in oo - mEOTaTY hospital accommodation provided, and a Native o8,
e to attend t. disease; i b e ahol
These Tneasures appear to have been enfgrzg at all ts ot i dstrivts whors e chole

. : he fairs in distri h there W
as wﬁl 88 1n districts where it did not eXist as an epidznfl?:s ® e e
- The following numbers Wwere present at the fairs :—

Dermastola ~ ,, 8,000
rlrangam . .. v .. . .o . y 00
Babramonia .. .. oo . 25N t:; ::&t(,)ed '
lirvvannamalaf ., ., IT 0ttt e 48,000
Kylar e e 0 ) : 78,000
otappa Konda ,., || s ' 100,000
Anternadi .. : : : .. .o . 25:000
IEI[ollur. . .. . .. . 22,000
Co‘ll!lpl .o e . . M . Y G0,0W
n)eeveram . . . 100,000
Ponnool- .e ) o :- . 5:000
4. It will giy .. ' . . .- . hess
fosti g1ve a sufficient idea of the ourrent it d measures in use &t _
vals to extract those ted at the Conjmmmngzt?xlﬁﬁer?th;n crowding was very groe!
Temporary leaf latrines |, . 30
Toties for do. .. .o .. e .. " 38
Rubbish carts AR ce e .. R+
sweePel‘vsfor_c_lo. o .. .o .. ‘- - " 35
ort-tunds o L
Drinking tanks e o L 1
sprin . . o e .o .. . .. Ve
Bathin taﬁk.,g‘m“""-- te e e ee e e 251"
> Orcattle :: "0 . . .e . .e 6
° e . ‘. .0 .. .o e
Watering Btreots.
Overseem . .. 16
Peons [ . :; M .. * e o s e .0 16
Police.
H T8 .. LY 3
sub'Inspeotor - v .o . .. .o .. .. 1
Hoad Constableg . '*  ** t+ e+ a. e+ 0 a8
Constables ,., ' e e . .. 119
of __The sanitary staff above stated was in sddition to the ordinary Municipal Establishmen?
1 Nuisanpe Inspector.
-2 ” POOM.
84 Bwoee

pers.
The latrins . , 7 Latrines with 2 toties- . d i
deep pits o¥e provided with trenches filleq wi iorht soil was burier.
thept(?;;.m the field. g.[‘he street swoepings wmu:g :?a(; n;dtﬁl:emnulgmipd depbts outsid®

This is what it is reﬁfie, .uah

Tueasures thorqugh) Rostible {0 do even at o great Indian festival. But to fairs
that sanitary messuses arr i it. should be & generally adopted principle for all Indis?

d be in : .
What then waa the remlt of " L.08 Oder befare the pecple B ¢ the g“'m

gutheﬁn result of these i At not one
8 singlo gs:fomﬂlle ollocted, many of them E: m as.tr.ii.?;f;:‘ 2'1’151.,,.' was prosent, WSS Jooal
M Officer, th:;a’w:e‘)f:n other epidemio disease. When cases came before the
0% the oustomary slight kind generally, or of sccidents o
We have

6.
Y88 10t the say s 2e047 Shown from the district cholera returns that the lisbility 0
® 8t all the fairs, becsuse oholers was either sbeout or existed in very St
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cases, but fairs were also held in districts whgre ohole}'a was more aot_ive; and in Kistna and
God4vari where it existed as a severe epidemio, the fairs escaped the disease as completely as if
there had been none in the country. o .
" 7. The lesson from the whole year’s experience is the old one, that cleanliness and good
water will diminish or prevent predisposition to cholera, and the results afford as strong a case as
ossible for extending similar measures to all native towns and villages. At present a carefully
rezulated Indian fair is a much safer place for people than are their own villages even when

cholera is in the district.
22nd July 1881.

ORDER THEREON, 19th September 1881, No. 1266.

Communicated to the Board of Revenue, the Sanitary Commissioner, and all
Collectors.
(True Extract.)
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y» the Sanitary Commissioner.

. / .
»» all Collectors.

» the Surgeon-Genersl with the Government of Madras.

-
L)
-+ -

J

T¢ the Board of Revenue.

Exd. E. C. Shuuker.
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