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E nead the following paper :— O . »
' No. 180. Endorsement of the Chief iy to Government, Public Department,
~ - dated Ootacamund, 28  er 1880, No. 2,059.
From Surgeon-Msjor G. BIDIE, x.3,, n' futendent, Government Central Museum,
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| " to the Chief Secretary to Gow® mt, Public Department, dated Madras,
k- . 20th October 1880, No. 429. ¥ :
|- I \ave the honor to bring to the net ~ His Grace the Governor in Couneil
{the desirability of having the Museum b 38 protected by lightning conductors.
po 2 The neoessity for these on suchigi’e and valuable buildings has often beepn .
'on my mind, and their absence has «ntly caused me some anxiety. I only
' yefrained, therefore, from recommending #'n_before because 1 had an impression
ﬁ“ that, as usually understood and erected on (blio buildings in this country, they were
5 more a source of danger than of safety. ;.:‘.l,‘j _ ‘
M 3. I believe, however, that it is“w possible to have efficient conductors
. constructed, and there is a practical Elerdsin resident in Madras who would no
"™ doubt be glad to give his advice. b :
fil - 4. In support of my request I beg {“annex an extract from a recent lecture
¢:1% on ¢ Thunder Btorms,” delivered in Glasgw, by Professor Tait. He said, ¢ I cannot
g:as from this subject without a remark upn the public as well as private duty of
ving lightning-rods in far greater abundnce than we anywhere see them in this

pie~

f"‘ _country. When of proper conducting pover, properly pointed, properly connected
. with the ground and with every large ms,s of metal in a l;u?ldmg, they afford

‘: +. .absolute protection against ordinary lightoog.” :
& " 6. I have therefore to request that;ie Superintendent of Works, Presidency,

: ‘”fs'be instructed to prepare an estimate for b gning-x_'ods for the Museum.

. TraxarxrreD $0 the Public Works ¥ 't;hnent'for issue of the necessary orders.
' o v ghs :
. ! _ . Signed) R. DAVIDSON ’
: % { v Chief Secr;tary |
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e "'*jo. 18L + - OnrpER THEREON, 24th , ‘Fuary 1881, No..186 W.
o ;! - CoMMURICATED to the Superintendent:; { Works, Presidency, who will submit an
I+ estimate of the cost of providing lightning ¢onductors to the Museum. .

.y 3. The attention of the Superintendent of Works is called to the instructions

+"" dhuoulated with Chiet Engineer’s memorandum, No. 2,934, dated 23rd December

#. " 1880, and previous correspondence, by which he will besguided in projecting and
©_emrying out the work. N v
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