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2. -This Vetch was followed in rapid' succéssion'by three more, and the total nu'mber’c-)i

immigrants on 31st L. ; : s =g
following table :— - rch 1878, when further recruiting was put a stop to, is shown in the

: ,Vvex_;sel.l = . * fen. ‘'Women.| Boys. | Girls. Tnfants. L Total.
fos Wl e s “ St e R
B:8: dlsia(first *“P;;'r S LR e -
Do (SBGOﬂd ’ T S g 15 ¥ 4 5 =
.Do = (thlrd. 3 ) .s >7u . 80 ‘h’ 22 5 10 3
2 ' Total ..| 528 -1l 53| 86 .T e e

3. Of this number, two came over under contract with Government to labor in Bur. 5.
a period of three years at Rupees 9 a-month, 526 at Rupees 7, three at Rupees 4-8-0, 108 &
Rupees 3-8-0, and 35 at Rupees 3, or in all 674 souls—the remainin 84 being merely depend-
ents on the others. By this arrangement, Government came under (ﬁ)ligation to pay the above
rates of wages to the immigrants, whether they found employment or not. : ==

4. Employment, more or less temporary, was however Jound for the majority of the men
in different eapacities—ds coolies, domestie servants, and so on; but up to the date of the rep
not one of the women (of whom there are 111) had obtained work. Some of the marrie
women and their children left the depét with their husbands when the latter found employment,
and in this way saved Government the cost of their food for the time being, On the 31st March

1878, however, there were. in the  depot 255 souls, consisting of 95 men, 80 women, 34 boys, 41

girls, and 5 infants. - This was in a great measure due to the fact that the fourth and last batch
of M1grant§‘?hnd only reached Raungoon three days pweviouga;,stm dedueting these fres

] ast children 'm i[:-.;‘.\'r‘ X e 4

{1 | > i . .th' mi?!m‘ty}“ _;‘; 1,; : ;°.~r‘

mil owmng 5 Rangoon has applied atﬂwd’épétf?rﬁbms,ﬂwémaﬁ '
confined almost exclusively to native contractors, who requie Jnen in the dry se

, intendent of Immigrand icipated, the settin in of the rains has had 1

of driving back into the depét a great umber of the men hitherto employed, no fower
haying returned since the middle of May. : G
5 The health of the immigrants while in the depot has been on the whole good : there has
peen very little sickness, dnd only three deaths. - Up to the date of the report there had been 38

ascertained cases of desertion amongst the men, of which 20 were from the depd and 18 {rom %
eggployers. Six only of these deserters were captured and punished The numggxip& wzﬁ ¥
has however since risen to 104, and there ean be no _rea‘aonable doubt that dewﬂli&mﬁoméga ;
increasing until eventually Government will find on its hands a crowd of help. D oa iy
o ven, whoso natural protectors jmFe abandoned them, aud il probably be obliged toze-00RTEY
them back to Cocanada. T : e PRy W ”
6. The expenditare involved in bringing over these 758 persons A
follows :— : = R e .

afs 'RB. ; =

. 64
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the same date, Olﬁ;’m

Unregovered Balance . 3

T

ts have to fhe end of 1877.78 cost Govem;nent

In round numbers, therefore, these immigrants ba' ‘ i
5 art of which will robably never be repaid. S5 2
Rupees 50 a-head, the greater P hich will p T coom thp Madsie conet o 11 province

7z, This sen g 7 tienpLe 5 o the immi ration schemne to have
4 B th inting, and proves %
by Government agency i sl@ge er disappointing 84 .

. & Exclusive of two men who died on the passage

-
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t d : / ; . . . »
§ us eonception of the position of the labor question in this province.
4 bﬁ“ﬁ‘{,ﬁﬁ? :II: emohave@ﬁaeg introduoed?n the belief that there were large employers
; of 'fabor'-in British Burma, who would gladly wmhemset lves 1ofdthe servifces of t ‘- coohest in
g ioht i the immigrant families to settle down on farms in the eountry.
the depdt, and 0 e ist almost exclusively in the seaport towns, and

o asif

3

- conditions:
great diffi

i i - ither of s
on of 1mmlgr§nt: seggd fg,imﬂtnral Eg'gulatxon of Burmans or Shans to cultivate the

in the seaport

- Madras coast,
season, refurning. home’

| o and g0 454 IEE o hipping of rice
Y, Aith the | 43 ( 'y
e w%tfil?ébéehtfgle security from molestation in any form
intercourse With the Burmese, the easy terms on which they can be con
ry, and, above everything, the prospect

free labor system

~ their homes

=1 MWM"

i ;;mﬁﬂ,tha oreater number of them can, if
their country-
population ; 8!

No. 1677-324, date

men_enjoying.

e - by the
~ Madras to Br
the objects proposed.

8. The

' without delay,

L
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same persons

ss10ner
ritish Burma onil‘r

‘beyond a very

As a matter of fact, however, such employers ex

(1) when 1
culty 5 or (2) when, from local

whence ho

the necessity for any interference O

d the 3rd December

ows. Theggedical change whi
 (ouneil, whereby the system of €0 tract
~ for the system of direct contract between the
dictation om the part of Governme
sioner’s opinion,

protects e
true want of Burma 18 : 1 v
extensive tracts of waste land in the interior.

towns. - The proyince 18

with their savings at its

They I

d doubtless the perfect freedom

at as to the disposal of his 1
anfortunate. A Tabor Law may be required, and may work well
abor cannot be had by voluntary contract, except at great cost and with
circumstances, special precautions are needed for the

these conditions exists in British Burma at present. The

their own pleasure, the temptin

3 : ) 4;"‘ hile m .‘:'\q
et 2 chance, Government being

with the means of getting away.
+ mer is of opibion that all operations under the

5, to

) : : sad frone s (or $rom Chittagong in the case of Akyab) without
their wants aro readily sagpied & the pw% of Government. Mr. Rivers-Thompson, in his
875, to the Legislative Department, doubted

ssed, coincided with the needs of the s

e, as the report under review

laborer and Government was submitted
Jaborer and givate employers, without any
&

r, was, in the Chief Commis-

under - two

ere is little, if any, real difficulty as to labor

in direct and constant steam communiecation with the
flock over to the Burma rice-ports annually for the busy

olose. The absolute freedom with which these

wages they can command as coolies in

the facilities they have for communicating with

which they enjoy while hefle
veyed to and from

of a speedy return to it—all these circumstances

emselyes, by way of
obliged age s

50 min:

olled by Government. To give
em should first of all have been
r practicable. The result is that
MMG&:M?“‘WjW" kb
ies ut enormous cost, and -
‘ return for this, desert as
y can’ go menfa.gm special police to wateh them,
“were criminals. As before stated, no fewer than 104 of the immigrants brought o’
the Labor Law of 1876 have already d_isa,pfeared, and, as the means of escape are
i ed, very quickly find their way back to
v have constant opportunities while here of mixing with the * free *” cooly

from restraint of any sort which they see these
incites them to pl their escape, while it is not improbable that they are aided

e ation Agent at Coconada will sccordingly be instructed to dlose

to %@ee of the depot buildings, . | »
en be made to find per anent employment for the coolies now in '
P by e

be found for them without the risk for th

and dismiss his establishment.

sipal works, For thig

=

Under these circumstances, the Chief
scheme of Government immigration from
ht for the present to be put a sto to. The scheme has resulted so

e outlay of the public funds without having in any degree secured

hm munts

- : “the _

eu‘pﬁe}% o '
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| AR S Orper.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Government of Fort 8t.

 George for information, and to the Emigration ‘Agent at Cocanada, the *&ipenn’t intendent of
S A Iwwt& Rangoon, and the Deputy Accountant-Greneral, British Burma, for information and
S paidaage b : e gt

21 { { (By order of the Chief Commissioner.)
(Signed) €. 'W. STREET, Mgjor,
g Secretary.
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