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Proceedings of the Madr;z.g Government, Public Department,
26t% October 1874.

Saataat - - e e e P AR

No. 69, Read the following despatch from the R*Uht Honorable the Secretary
of State for India :—

Geographical. Inpra Orrice, Loxpox,
No. 3. Slet August 1874,

My Logp,—I have received your Public letter, No. 15 of 1874, dated 5th of
June, together with the report of the Government Astronomer on the proceedmgs
of the Madras Observatory during the last thirteen years.

"2 The report was laid before the Astronomer Royal, and his remarks, which
arc contained in the accompanying letter,
kave my general concurrence.

3. No trace can be found in this office of the annual reports which, as

, Mr. Pogson would seem to imply,* have
' “ffsfﬁ, oﬁZEhd‘f,th; lleizirlfi'?ymlg_?zernm‘,nt been furnished, and the submission of

which, together wirh the reductmn and
publicaion of arrears, was so strenuously vrged by your Government.

4./ I desire that particular attention may be given to the recommendations
con‘aaiped in the sixth and scventh paragraphs of Sir Greorge Airy’s lettor.

3. I regret that it should be nccessary here, with rc-h_rence' to the work .of
the Poseryatory, to urge the adoption of reforms the expediency of which was
poriitad out as fur back as 1866 1a my Public despatel, Ne. 37, of that year.

4. If, as Mr. Pogson represcnts, tho - Fnnal a( that time v gront him
assistanee so seriously affected the work of tho O hservatory, this only affords an

additional reason why early steps should have been taken to curtail theless urgent
-

Dated 4th Aggust.

pari cf the programud of operations and concentiate every effort on the reduetion

of past observations, in accerdance with the recommendations contained in that

despatch, EE
I have, &e.,
SALISBURY.
Hiz Excellency $he Right Honorable
The Governor in Counecil, Turt 8¢, George,

o

i{*'roxo Sir G. B. AIRY, A:tronomer Royal, te Siv L. MATLET, ¢.=. Tader Socr etary of the Iudian

Departmunt, dated Royal Obscovatory, Greenwich, 4th Angusi 1974,

I bave the horor te ackuowicige svev s of yuir tetser of 28th July encloging lotber of
N. . Pogson, Esq., dated Madras, 14th May 1374 (printed Proceedings of the Madras Government,
Puilic Department, 21st May 1874), and requesting $hab I would ecmmunicate to the Right

tfororable the Seerchary of b{\tn for India any remarks and sagreytions that might occur o me.

2. Mr. Pogsen's lotter gppears to me to be ax importank desment, ag well for the permunent
interests of tac Madras Observatory as for (Lo arvangemonts pressing ab the currens oreasion.

3. The Regulations which were considvrad to be in fovee for the direstion of the Madras
Observatory are contained in a Codc of Inziractions drawn up by Colonel J. T. Walker, R.E.,
(‘w 4-89, dated Calcutta, 11th February 1870, from Colonel 4. T. Walker, R. E., to J.Geoghegan,
Esq.), which wes forwarded, as approved, to the Madras Governnent (No. 1511, dated 21st March
1870, E. C. Bayley, Esy., to the I{on. B. II. Elis, a.n.},  The salieut points on these papers are
the following :—

Colonel Walker, VII, . | “ The Asbronomer will suspend observations of an
astronomical natare whenever they mterfere with the reduction and publicaticn ¢f previous obser-




Procoedings of the Madras Govery went, Public Department,
2614 October 1574, |

S N,

ST i e e g s e e e e

. o t . y 7" tL3 ) . - .

Y?Wx :nd‘ zhta?r r.efs];{d. Ces e P Annual reports of e operations of the Observatory and the
;g og }: 3 r:;’u o n: {Mt}; x‘,atm‘n _z’nust 1:’;»3 .s;ubmitteafl by the Astronomer to the Government of Madres,
FdWA or;x Jvaghwx. b Gent to the Asironomer Royal,” aiso eortain *¢ wonti:ly tabular statements,'”

and i LK. otner special investigatio: i ‘ ) ;
e s L% othor 1 . 1 m}esbxgdt‘qns arc'z permitted, ““but always on the distinet understanding
: se investigations will not be permitted . . . . ¢, retard the reduction and prorept publica-
tion of the said observations.” “ promp
E. C. Bayley, paragraph 2, invites spe
the suspension of astronomieal “observat

parageaph 3 approves of the Reports

,cia.l abtention 0 the ** regular phblicat’;ionof results and
1S, i order 4o provent arrears of publication,” and
: | a8 mentioned above, o
zl I do not entircly understang Mr. Po
my Administration Repart fav cach Year was i Hself all thab wag poaud i
furnished any - e . V1 v was roquicgd. . ., I have not hitherto
o the et s Pg,QS; g 18;1‘11@ ; ;t', way be pradent thas measures e tuken to leave no doubs
of oy Kind Comoent . f. gson or his posmbl.e Successors. I have reccived no report or information
pt of aceidental observatlons) since the promulgation of those instructions.

5. The error int: ich X ;
tenre of offce (Mr. ;Z:g:ﬁh IM"- Pogson candidly confosses that ho fell at the beginning of his
work of an Observatoryb/ands ettef‘,. paragraph 2) is one o likely to happen on commencing the
a5 venisl, Bub it wouid\h one which [ have known in otner instances), that it may be regarded
ave been prudent to withdraw from that cause many yoars ago.

6. The course which'} ,
and I recomuend thalvli;ﬁ:-hgxr' Fogson now proposes (paragraph 3 of his letter) is manly and right,
: - fogson be urged to carry out his plan, even to a greater extent then his

words openly oxpregs. [

anly the fngenifont tomnr o 486 EVGEY obsorvation be sbolutely suspended (excopting
muy be rendet'ed ;mlcesﬁaij’v\';;j t;lgﬁt,;‘?”'&" By naafi) fun aanial purpnzes, and any observation whish
abtaation af oty ;tt v hbunz,kkmch;d phenomena), and the whole strength and wabroken
With propicty e i Yosa given to the reduction of past observations. (I may
at Cambridgo, an (o) 8, hecauss I Lave actod on ié mysolf when short-handod

absenco of interruption | TOUS increase in power of calculation produged by the

ot

rvatory he
direction of force
know tha ¢nor
Y observations),

7. The special point for which, T think, Mc, P

is the limitation of exte rini

st of T Mf;; :1;: ;}f)&:;;t}of brinking. I $hink it desirable, under the present oppreased circum-

advanced siage o pnmhc ;;1 ary, t’o lay dowa the positive rule that resulls only (in the mogt

world to rely. for i 90(,;“ : ¢, whatever that may be) are to be printed, leav'ing the astronomical

Astronomm’: s fof'stm‘m; of the steps leading to those results, on the character of the

Tt > ) 7-places 4 mere final catalogue ought to he printed.” For other results
propose hat the extent of publication customary in the papersin the Astronomische Nachrichton

Be adopted az pattern, OF the ’
srisid. U the meteorol rretic » ;
Do printed. ogical and magnetical observations results only should

8. The original Atlases prepated by My, oo V113 probak) ‘
 origl i < Lognan Wit probably mear; ; icati
but the consideration of them may be deferred for a time, P ' ymer ‘lf"?‘x"?;“eﬁcamm quhcawm'
9. Iam glad to see that Mr. Pogson (paragraph 1) Pronoses
Mars, which [ specially rccoramended several years ago.

B - .
og3on even now is hardly enough prepared,

b0 take up the observations of

e ——————————

No. 70. . Orpzr THEREON, 26th Octoher 1874, No. 1169,

Ordered that the foregoing despateh and its enclosure bo communicated to
the Government Astro.iomer with request that he will act upon the reco o d
tions contained in paragraphs 6 and 7 of the letter from the Astronomer ‘;mvfll "

2. The Governor in Council especially desive® that My f’\,ms Y

1 ey | it s , ‘ . gson wili adopt
aird carry into execution, proniptly and effectually, Lis own proposal in l)ar-wra})bp'd
| ag

o M . | I \ . N ‘
23008 remiark, Article 4, *“under the impression that

'S

‘?:; an
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Proceedings of the Madvas Governmend, Public Department,
’ 26t/ October 1874.

* o it A A o R R S N 8 0
- it e e e e

of his report, dated the 14th May 1874, and that he will intimate to G(}V’GI{)D)@@,
once a-month, the progress which he has mado in bringing up tac arrears of work.

(True Extract.)
D. F. CARMICHAEL,
Acting Cluaef Secrelary.

To the Government Astronomer.

Exd. A 3. Rodgors.
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