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e Proceedmg.v nf t/ze Maclms Gavernmmt, Publzc De):;m lmm
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No, 87.  Read the fcllmvm«r lettor from C} VEDAN I‘A. CHARRI, Deputy
Inspe(,‘mr of* Schools, Vizagaputam, to tho Assistant Secr otary to Govern-

ment, Legislative Department, Fort'Saing Cxeorge, dated December
1870~ o

Pardon the liberty I tuke in addressing the following lines to your honour,
which I have been obliged to draw with a consideration of trying Mdo a good to
~thoe Hindoo public.. Really one individual can do nothing towards*effecting such a
’good but it must be thie prayer of many eminent Hindoos, and an interferenco of
‘their Government in suppurt of the prayu, that can aqmt m makmw my eﬂdcu.vour
‘o succeed.
2. The present style of Hindoo marrmges is 80 very wnomlmous and absurcl

~and their effects so piteous and unrevaediable, that it has long been under my consi-

~deration. what can make the Hindoo marriage condition bmtm than now. . At last
‘T daved to make a draft of my opinibn as to how fo effoct my wish, and for the lasfz
eight or nine months spared no troublo in conbulbmo' Hmdoa pundlts, most blwated
on the subgect . S
‘8. Happily my propnseds Iaave met W1Lh a ready crmsent of all those whom 1
: happened to mec,t in the District of szawapa&m and T have, therefure, most rcspect—
fally to request your honour, in the name of the Vizagapatam Hindoo community, .
to put the enclosed two papers (one in English and the other 1‘<,ndcrm1 in Telugu)
' before the Counc,u to pass a Proceedings relating to, the subwet ‘as His Lxceﬂumy
Ttha Governor and the Honourable Members may dwm proper.’
N. B.—The. present marriage-tax will be wﬂlmwly 1ecmve(1 by the people 1f
‘ marmane;s are o be rerrxbtemd uxider tlus propoaed sclmme

, ; _ May Gorl gwe smcess § 2 , :
5 Tlm sub;ecb of Hmdocr marrzages has long been engt‘ossmg the mmds of most of the cé{lrcated
Hindoos, can%quent on the xery frequent ﬁccuumxccs of eamly widéwhoods in the Hindoo ﬁxmxhea.
Thero should. be nio reason to rogret. such mdawhaods if) re-marriage conld he pcx‘farmed without tha
penality of beitg out-casted; 13 18 not, Ewwewr, my ohwet at wll, under present eircumstances, to :
diseuss the siubject: of re-murrisge. M&uy oducated Hindoos hzwu kiocked their ‘heads: abcmb mdow '
Te-marvinge, but to very httle effect. I do not. blame such s ‘for. their endeavours b@wa bwn Just
according to the dictates of cmnmmme, and mﬂa]) for the good of thc llmdaa ﬁ,maie xmbhc Why
h thur cﬁarta have boen in vain I fancy as follows. .
i - Tu most of the cmhmd ﬂounbma of | the %src:»tildji fhe Imvs mul ¥e gula,tmua aro evary now
'ﬂ,nd thm reviewed and mtormr:d or memled to swb the cxrcum*ztzmcm and the- conveniences. of the
‘poople, Which natur zzﬂy ahauga mth the ccuwe of nvcnm. “In Indi it i quite the revarse ;-4 ;
Too law- was made I*:mg, long i ttfm, ~when the amd of tha mi"thﬂ ﬁc:opf L
an of‘ﬂm G’mvcmment was quite different from that xmwwdzm:, ,and whxmw hi law we 8
?adapwd to the then state of the country, eonducwﬂ to the welfare of‘ the people; an: 1
with the policy of the then Government, The ssi;x‘;mge ch:wmwustm ﬁf t}m Hmﬁam hzw becm 8
f»tcr thm day is that ﬂm rule and cnnﬁuc,t of th i
,t}mb zmy tmxwrmmon fmm t!wm, t:vaﬂ umim‘ f:hf' ) v
salpable, * Their wmh}mlwd daily aeti of life or rules of eondug ( ‘c,m **d mhzawm Y e
forme feomi Ut eonm{mmmun ',d they believe that the- vory hmxxﬂ: to/al w them i in tim 1;,:5%;31:
way possible-is itself going out of the m}.f* of tho Hindoo veligion:  No such {:h‘mw eanaf prosent,
,ﬂxmafm\, be mwateel bt ﬁhnil ‘bo felt necessary m éffoct, if it is em{;,r o ;,c,m Tittle against tiw
ac:hamm, whethm acl:zamm is sbmaiy aceor dmg to t)he (lu,ht(,z& of thc; 19,“, or modificd subsequently
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fo.make. xt still more imperative and r@stzmted  How ean 1t then possibly -be expected that the
efforts of snch philanthropic gentlemen, as abovo alluded to, will moet with any amount of suceess,
8, Iluve long been contemplating what can make the Hindoo marriage more bencﬁcml a,nd
less hazardous without meddling with the Iindeo law or the acharam, ~ At last T have hit 1 upon
“eertain proposals which I 'helieve are accmdmg to cominon sense, and which I hope will be counte-

nanced-and coufirmed by the several learned, 1cspocmble, lmdmg membels of the Hindoo ! So%}ety, to

whom this may be cirenlated.

- 4 Whaever hitherto spoke of eﬂ'cctmg a re-mm'mage suroiy 1t was in bohalf of such poox gnla

only as Thave early lost their husbands (by carly meaning either ‘before the atmmmcnt of age,
or shortly after; ov wrthmw hunug enjoyed the pleagure of the company of a husbmjd) “Re~-marriage
heford puberty i is in the same way prohibited, partly by law and more by acharam, as that afftor ;
g0 that ¢ re-marriage ”’ should be useless to discuss in the present state of circumstances.

B, Nothing more s left then to consider to remedy the evil than to try to lessen the numbor e

of cases of widewhoods. Thc bigotted a.nd the unmmscmzubly suporstitious will at once langh at this

~we practice, and on the mght or the mong, prx
ﬂbehew that God always upholds onI;y the i
: ‘prmmpleﬁl But thme g the pr ovwb hat © g

I’n-%t of alf fm' afraal nmrrmffe, .
7*13}@33111'@ demublc thw@ﬁ om, and t’be’

L . shcmld bt*mg fmth & fcmala chﬂd it would assm’adly be marmd to Puch a,boy or su |
S clnmuwixt absurd ludierous pvactxce is. t}us b Is it aui;]mm;;ed by any of tho }Imdqo
it bo established that it ig & sathacharam. (ﬁmw b’a) orone bmcd on'good pmnmplcs
kﬂxe least, There is {LTQIKQ;LL prm"erb oK Esd %m\a&gmmmmw&m &y, w.u;l‘,
- Ded bhseEY RO D wﬂm@m similar to the ono in English; *“ pub your ﬁr\gm' ‘

gy 1t was your ill- forume ™ The mm'rmge couditmns Just ﬂeacx‘lbed m:e in an exmtly
pmposely temptmg tho Prqudence oi ﬂw Almxghty and. hrmgmg on aame audden

Pramedmgs of the Madrcmé Gouemment l’ublw Department, S

: npropmal and condemn 1y rensons ag uompletdy absurd They will argue that. wlulc God had. pres
' ‘viously destined the fate of cach man and woman, in aJIi thc,u' stations. of- life, how can we posrﬂbly*" feen
-expect our pr oposals and exertions to carry weight and suogess. - To this T say ‘that, though the thin g

- can be beliov ed ags long as we surely keep firm to the tmm ma,cl (viz., that of 'vntue) ag fa,r as posm-{ :

o ble, yet 1t is not m the pmwer of zmy one to behevq fohat 6 is aetmg upughtly a,nd _wlthout any o :

P m"‘*’gd‘"ﬂ“ Qf the M ad?‘m Gavernmmt Pu?)lw Departmgm o
2541 J ammry 1871 :

Hindoos, thercfore, shonld at once try to discountenance such evil practicos and roob bhéth put, By
preventing the oceurrences of all early and disproportionate marriages, no doubt the Hindoo marriage
condition is made subject to less danger : there will not then be widowhoods hefore the muth year

and there will be no more grumbling of girls with an old hushand,

8. There ave only certain classes and trilies in which marriage hefore puberty should be
eclebrated, all the others having it at their option todo it before or after. The custom of marrying
too eamly hias baen of late adopted so unworsally that even those among whom marriage after puberty.

i mot 1)rohxbxted by law, prefer to undergo tha uak of bringing on cases of widowhood ; nob tosay =~ 7

that many allowable cases of re-marriage are now looked at with contempt, and, in certain familics,

: have been entirely thrown aside and rejected.  Tnow mention this only to remark that thoreiga k

strange tendepey among all the classes of Hindoos to ndopt such ruleg of conduct or uchamma”
as are restrictive, and attended with risks or inconvenicnces. Those who wilfully refuse to"

-extend the freedom allowed by the Iindoo luw to their daughters; really commit a’ groat s,

True, provisions there are in the Hindoo Sastras punishing all* eccentricitics from tlie ﬁtaﬁ;mca'

of law, but there are nong now of such R&Jcbllﬂ of iormcr da:,s to enfowe them a,nd bmng them mho
-operabion. :

- B memmg the above ar g,uments xt \x ould seem that— |
st ~Farly marriage, ‘ P
2nd. —Disproportionate ages of the hus,band and the. wife, .

3rd ~The pair to he marvied not being wnsulted at all,
dth —biieccxvmg Kfmyasulkam ‘

: me the chief detumeuts to an hiappy, anspieious, smd eﬁ‘eetwo marri ge, Iha,ve, theree‘ ‘

thatz 1t is. ncccssal 3 to ha;sc the following rules to zopp!y to aﬂ clfmsés of Hmdoos

’ _ ih gul of nine 3, cars old is sur c,ly bcttcr acquzzmmd thh tlm matb”
toa marrmga ‘than when less v:rld :
— Thm; &ll mammges he mglsm

) 1 f}a 28 ahove or similarly
&r rda%mg,ta th Hin




Praceédingx of the Madras Government, Public Departmenb o
25th January 1871. '

ta scek}, kept back from interfering in the matter, expoeting pcrlmps the IImdoos ‘co make the ﬁ t

move.
11, T have for the last mghb oF nino montlm b“cn oh ga,ged in consulbmg bho Ilmdoo Pundits: of Lhe/‘," o
'szxmgammm District on thissubject, and I am very happy to observe hore that they have expressed. R
* their opinion in conformity with my proposals.  Let me, therefore, appeal to the Grovernmcnt in,
the name of the Hindoo community of Vizagapatam, to direct their attention to remedy the really o
"pltm‘ble evil 1 have just spoken of. Let me request them to. dvaw a certain number of querieson
“the matber of the form I have drawn out as nnder, and refer them to the several leading membcrs\’
of the Hindoo commumty in the several distrigts, . If their opinion on the subject be favoum'ble, 1et i
the Government at onee take steps to make the nceessa,r) move in the mattel enforcmg the Hmdoo

law upon their subjects,

Quemes. ,

1. Is marriage too early if, Justlﬂable and legal 2 . :
g, Ts it necessary or not to determine the minimum agcs of the husbzmd and the Wlfe a,t the o
-~ time of mmrmge 1 S : ‘ : K
8. Are not the ages of tho mrmymg eouple to be COIISldel'ed 7 ;
4, If 5o, what may be the maximum age of the hushand to ma,rry oo
6. Should not the bridegroom and the bnde hawe B0 knowledgc of the ob_] cts and eﬁ"ects
- of ma.m'mge at the. time of marviage? s Pl
6. 1s the practice of receiving Kmyasu’lkam not ob]ectmnable and 1110ga1 '4 :
T 7. Arenotearlymarriage, dlsploportlonate marriag c, a,nd recewmg Kanya,sulkam 1nd1v1dua,11y
‘sub,}ect to unhappmess loss of hfe, or emly mdowhood 2 S

11
steps to remedy tho defeota :md evxls,

No 88 4 | ORDER THDREON,‘ 251:1:1 January 18’71 No.
SR - To berecoxded
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