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Proceedmgc of the Madras Government, Public Department
21st June 1871.

No. 186. Read the following letter from the Acting Superintending Engineer,
8th Division, to the Secretary to Government, Public Works Department,
Fort St. George, dated Madura, 8th June 1871, No. 764 :—

I have the honour to state that, on the 3rd instant, I forwarded by the Carrying
Company two bottles filled with waker taken by me

O“Minf’é?;;:;,‘. receips, il presence of the Collector of the District from the
Teppoo-colum, or tank, situated in the enclosure of the

Minatchi Pagoda at Madura, and to request that the water may be analyzed by the

Chemical Examiner to the Government, witha view to a comparison of its ingredients
being made with those of ordinary pure water, and the result published hereafter for

general information in this district.

£
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2. It is almost sickening to thiuk, and still more to have to write, that this

water in which 200 people, on an average, bathe and wash their clothes twice a day, .
and have done so for several hundred years past, and which for the whole of that time

has never been emptied, or cleaned out, is still used for culinary purposes.

3. When the stomach feels overloaded, a draught of this water is said to have
& beneficial effect as a mild laxative. And dholl, which constitutes the principal food
‘of a great number of natives, is habitually scaked in this water before covking in

order to give the grain an agreeable taste !
4. The tank is filled partly by the rain that falls within the area of the temple,
but principally by sprmgs The water was originally so sweet as to be called * the

ggclden lotus water.”” And it has been ever cousidered au uct of devotxon to bathe -
-and purify one’s self in this holy tank.

' 5. Itappears strange howa people like the Huldoos, whose cleanliness is a part.
- of their religion, should allow their minds to be so warped and prejudiced as to -

believe that to wade in this disgusting compound can be considered a cleanly opera-
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tion, or be acceptable to God asan act of devotion. And it is too horrible to think

' that this fetid fluid, which a village hog, filthy as are his habits, would only drink
= +; by compulsion, i.e.,inability to slake his thirst in any other manner, is prized for
% household purposes by sentient human beings.

6. It is this prejudice which prevents the Devastanum people, under whose

sole management the tank is, from moving in the matter of its purification, unless
~compelled to do so by direct order of Government, and I trust, therefore, that, on .
- sanitary grounds, the Government will be pleased to issue instructions to that effect.

o 7. It is well known that,in this densely crowded town of Madura, cholera

: makes its appearance regularly twice a year—once in the cold season and again in

April, during the Chittaray festival, On this latter occasion a vast number of people

on this occasion, as it does, on all sides, like wild fire.

8. The depth of water, if this emerald mixture may-be called such, is eloven

feet in the middle of the tank, and there is a certain amount of difficulty attending
the emptying of the same, as the surplus outlet of the tank leads to a second tank.

from all parts of the country flock into Madura, and the greater proportion of these -
~ proceed to purify themselves in this tank before presenting their offering to the
- Deity ; and those that come after them have the benefit of any cholera taint that the
‘water may have thus acquired, and how can it be wondered at-that the disease spreads
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, k
‘ 21st June 1871.
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7 lic Department.
There can be no doubt but that this difficulty has boen the main cause of the tank Transferred to the Public Dep
having got into such a disgusting state. I have carefully examined the surplus

Forr Sr. GEORGE, .. (Signed) J. CARPENDALE, Coéonel, PR';I;:," D
. . . ' Seey. to Govt., P. W. D.
outlet, and I feel satisfied that the tank cannot be satisfactorily emptied through it, R . 14¢k June 1871, o ey ) |
. asthe levels are not conducive for that purpose. It is quite possible, however, to lift - : ‘

the water to an aperture in the wall surrounding the tank, and thus lead it through -
the ordinary drainage of the pagoda area.

~ No. 187 ORDER THEREON, 21st June 1871, No. 894.
o - i i i Madura.
nicated to the Acting Magistrate of ; . '
gomzl: from the descriptio; given of the tank by the- Actl’ng Superintending
. En 'n;aer and in the extract from the Sanitary Commissioner’s letter3 the.re can
5 be ;51:) dm;bt that the tank, in its present condition, is a dangerous public nuisance

9. The Manager of the Devastanum funds, Venkatasawmy Naidoo, tells me

that he himselfis quite prepared to carry out this suggestion, but that he-is powerless ;
to act in the matter, because,

as the members of the Devastanum Committee do not ‘_,,.
t themselves see anything particularly objectionable in the tank itself, they would not o
* give their consent to an arran
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" and calculated to induce disease among Pilgrimsrlr Wh(: matyo I;:okﬂaﬁzegi:tll :;‘:s i.l;:
gement for whith they perceive no necessity ; but that, { country, Mr. McQu?l% will call on the Tem[;l: :l;si:: ie-ﬁlling and will report the §
< if the Government be pleased to give an order to the effect, the Committee will then emptying and cleaning out the tank preparatory ’ 2
. be compelled to put their tank into a sanitary state, Loy ~ result. - intending Engineer wil a.E . rd the Trustees the benefit of =
v 10.  The Collector tells me that he has no authority to move in the matter, o 3. 'lthe:lc;;ng uige:;:; mattei : T o
© and the Municipal Commissioners are equally without any control over the temple B his profession viee (True Extract.) .
_ sanitation. And thus it turns out that the tank remains as itis, in spite of its being - 3 : ' ' 5l
" stigmatized by the Sanitary Commissioner to Government as “ a most dangerous -
nuisance,” and of his recommendation that the ‘¢ temple authorities ought certainly | = :
« to be called upon to empty and clean out this foul reservoir.”’—Vide amiexeg%extract, ;,:* Acting Chief Secretary. =y
paragraph 17, of Doctor Cornish’s letter to the Madura Municipality under date - & ’ : N
© 3rd October 1870, No. 39. : Zy w
‘ 11. I cannot believe that the Government have allowed the complete lapse of - i ) S
that authoritative interference with the sanitary arrangements of pagodas which, for = 57
80 many years, they held to the manifest good of the people; but I cling to the hope E‘f ;
" that they have reserved to themselves for occasions of an aggravated nature such as e R ‘
that under notice, some means of compelling the Pagoda Committee to attend to the : & i , .
 instructions of Government ii matters of sanitation, which, if left neglected, may - : A . ‘ o R =
xfnost .serio-usly affect the health and lives of a large body, of: people, for whose protec- E; i.o the Public Works Department. 5
tion, in this respect, the Government are directly responsible. * ., Acting Magistrate of Madura. _ o ‘. .
* 12, The present time is very suitable for the prosecution of this work, as the - o Sanitary Commisioner. ‘ :
tank, if now emptied, would soon re-fill; and, considering the very great urgency % e B ;.
there is of immediate action in this matter, I trust that I shall be excused for %» - » r
. bringing the subject thus prominently to the notice of Government, 4 §‘ g v
ExtracT from a letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Madura Municipality, , L
o No. 39, dated 3rd October 1870, o : s
N Paragraph17. Pagoda T ank.—Although the Municipal Commissioners have no control over - Y\
ﬁhe temples, I may remark that the foul water in the sacred tank of the pagoda is amost dangerous - . 'if ' o . ‘
“» uisance, considering that devotees actually bathe in and drink of the abominable stuff Aspeci- ! i N ’ . "‘ »
men I examined was nearly as thick as pea-soup from a green vegetable growth and numberless »: 4; . v
ﬁnfusoria, and it stank abominably. The quantity of putrifiable organic matter in it was 80 great ; ' ) e < e S ~
‘$hat I was unable to determine it by the permanganate of potash test. The temple authorities . 1 ‘ K : ?}7“ ‘
‘ought certainly to bz called upon to empty and clean out this foul reservoir, considering the esti-, - ’ .
mation in which the water is held by all orthodox Hindoos and the risk they run in drinking from Y - ht " :
' Mol 8 gomras.. © ol o IMEMG inine e G e s e R e e i Exd. J.‘an

i L e T



ooy

‘181g ‘ounp rawg :

‘ENAL
“op

0} pue ‘Suny-

1y RI3 JOodus0Pu0 oy ur

 'L8T-98T'SON
ni1end

210 pun furdidme ey sdaig f

o
¢ ININIYVIIA SMYOM O1TINd 7L,

168 ON LL8T ounp SIS 0D

03 9[nsax oYy ga0dog

w=daxd oydu

83T} 03 TROTEY PIRUIC a3 Jo £9a SOy, o
[®2 03 BINPL Y Jo d3vagsISL Y Suiy: g

G

R

ka3

oY; qno Suuy
'%'i
R

O/M//ﬁ N bt é(‘/l |
L/,?//W WM%%/

4;‘/ o Sawnyoiy sy 2 At
M M %MM7M
/Z s ,&Wyﬂf%
M /Mﬂf o, % /W%fofm”r/
A e Auiit e fagola jaf dacko
el g %/@W
s ol
é./w //p W ad V%

”/Wﬁ// W//i%/@

j;/‘” reld A
//m/&l %“”W i
W Wdﬁﬂ«//m% 3 4“//;‘6/



-
LNy e
>

a

il AU Brarn i i K anihey

i //éf//%ﬂ /mW/%M%/;mW
//h/ :/(Vﬂ/ /)yw/y~ﬂ74% /M /Ww”

//ff’/f/ f/%4 Avwrer W% i a |

Ao e Lo cviral Sndid
s foasd il ek foo

el of Wt i Sons evir—

| ,//////Vm //W%/éf’//// /l)f/ O/W /Zr//, .

; ‘ | /ﬂ/;/M ) //4{4&//ﬁf %/;7 Mﬂw ,
Y %W%T/;Zm il ratlindia

| :/@///A;M@/é////%%’f W/@//w /W
Sawa i ook Mol et udtf
M forssesfinl 17l great
e of Nafhie o Siatilae

e el v s rter] befor corkiing

S A Sy g M, gt Ln agie

N ) - N ) ,
2 W//W//MW Mo Hasith, .

!
,’




—— e

o e 8 il o s s o o, iy
; e /%W&{MWM‘M Mo frlewoeol” o .
\ Mo o initictinig fo ok o ook
|/ I el Borsrin St

| o i dlonacly cromdect S
o AMadiirn odovn e o o

i %/Wﬁy Featiiad o thii Lntlss
peeaiten af onof Wt ter Lof forfils

sl o funify Moriaalons i
Mo W%ﬂ//mm/;;
e afferriay fy e D %'/%/m
ZM/ ;Z//// e o fher
o M Aere i lorlora_
/ﬁww/ /féfw M%M’ /M%fh/




,\ A ” /Mf [////'4//: AU R

Lt s fondla, Vonheatasonr
V2 g Aaedtss, ol ome” Mk e

1

7 /[{,.7/27/ /m/ /%//w A /W /M
| /! ‘,%;é/ i / 7 WW J/A/M |
o e rnaller, beconae] e Y o
 Grmrnitlie Ao o f Hreedyes

A e Qarteci 2 -
A,//é%%iz% A //y&%/%@
s ik WV/%ZV//WW ‘

1‘ 7 %7 W///wmmﬂ@/ Lo/
Ly foll phees San b nife o .
/0 Ao/ rlpohy 42 jome”

J ) | | . '.A}—. ..
Uo7 A

y //Zf}nwz.//‘/é/ /W MMA o

E"ﬂ

sithosh g penel v o o

1 A 5, oo afie o Seengs

/é/p%/VWWMW N7 %/W g

- anened ﬂ%ﬂa/, W%%JW?

e M%W/Wgﬁ%//
/870 N7 39 Y .
/7




- ? L /m/ /&7W% //WL//:/M(////W

}/ « Mt venilor /Wk//’///m/ pneceriy
A /// /mm/w/%/ y a//&W/
! / /é/ﬂd/k%k%k/ N7 /(//é/w/// N7 /%D

/ o Sl neqglectid, WA//W |
’.5/,/,/’/””“/’747/9/”/60 W////ﬁé&/&ﬂ% |

/

‘ ¢ | S ////7,/0 ////ch// %{Z /%MW
3 /WU//W//&/Wﬂw‘
’A,' Sl %/ ‘ //w//‘wﬂu/fﬁ“
L, wery audf bl oy fhe frvgecaForn
A . .
‘7,//’//@%”//@4///59/%/;/@/%
T Y //m/ﬂﬁéy/// /WWM /m{//a%,@’
Lo md) emocdering He) pery qpat

‘s /-, M%W//@r//u// rneceote”
o, ot i Mo gty S et
. %a// a/éd /ﬂ/ﬂ/// /d,&///kcmw//zfé/sz ///24%7&%'(

A %/WO/ %vw //&nyyom% o

@ r /4( ¢ // /_/f’/M’W

iyl o Jnte. g vl e M

Guuch pond o il ot e
/W/ /é/ﬂ/VVVVWw/(/MI// J/m/ "o %ﬂm
S Mo Wm//&wm,f%ﬂ%%/

N 7 Ao, 37 /J///M/M/K/ﬁ

| L /A/M 74 Wisgioners Lave 0
/WM over —%/ ,/'}M%/?/Sj 4 /4/547 .
vk fhat te foid waher
S qnoed Samte of pe Jageola”
1o g st reisance
jornguering Mal derstis actially
ks a2 it ik o
Alrniina i S aFuff S afprccinen
. //////M/szz ol L, /yww///;/jfw %;@
g fren s f/%w/ < Ww/

/yéyeWI/ 724/%/24/{ /WW M/(/W//?’/"éé/
- L 4(/ -/W /W/ /(/ AT // W

/%a// o /% P2 W/%f/ 7 /&////WW
A Suer fe f

| Zﬂ/@/ . %%Mm@
s /w// 2z //M/ ey

T aaa . . ot ]




l . ¢
| M paforiato o ik He
) ey o //béé/ Y/ ﬂ/ﬂ//r%ﬂ&?(/

N Griidors st A, /M% pon”

i/- /m) /W//WW %WW/// /&/W
% |
r\. . - |

h N

Wi, Vit ot
; | (//7/ /@QWW/% 5447///&6@/‘ 8

i






- ¢
- . &+ . . -
W B R S ' B 2
'% R gE L L ST R, L) y

»

]

L o | !
, | == ' MADRAS CARRYING COMPANY. c%
* : , /’r\/‘u-vvu e W E".‘*V} ' 2= (Parcels Receipt Note.) - ‘{%
l‘ = e A4 endy 187 / C ":;
| | fW MM =2 Y Reovro fom_.zzk i? 7

g~ Jrrms! 1571 Ao p bl = | W g

1§
2t

arcel ' .:F:i

<
transmission to

== addressed to

|
i
<

7 2
WMMW

Pis)d )
u Py ‘

T T A l_' -

ey j-—~_ —y

L ST T LK e e




P TR e Sy
[ .

Z/ Zy @%aténmlf

" PROCEEDINGS of the MARDAS GOVERNMENT.

Read the following 1etter/’,’,,,//

Ly %/W /577 F, /4

Crcdrttlscoi Sy £ - .zf'.fm,.(,///

‘el MW co,,..oéfé‘.ﬁ’)j




,// // S /,;7 .
¢ ek, V4 - /\//(// LA
//((4(/ ///u,c/mw’/"/f

“ MM/‘M/ Lrwl/a' \')

il -
§90) |




K- .u‘ VEME AR ,p ER s N ﬁ.nm.\f Lot R ST TUT TER %%@aﬂégﬁ 1 A.,..,
 @ot.of sty Pladees, -,

L T | | ‘

T Ml Kok Bple |

P

| | { _ . _ b&o&&ﬂ‘h\. dw ...—mq\.,. No. vi . Y
— | | u /M, Nos. /6 \\M\«

Q=L

e { ke v e
| P aolrna & 2all \N;‘kvxm‘
.4 a.\\a_,.. h“m V‘&\ . -. .w
mr .... ..qf....\ . \ e o\t\r vrfﬁtj:}‘im |

EE Ty vre & A

P

T

A\
g
]




	Image000510303
	Image000510304
	Image000510305
	Image000510306
	Image000510307
	Image000510308
	Image000510309
	Image000510310
	Image000510311
	Image000510312
	Image000510313
	Image000510314
	Image000510315
	Image000510316

