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Pr;;;éi;zg: of the Madras &wefnm,en_t, Public Department,
27th May 1871.

Read the following papers:—

No. 119. From the Protector of Emigrants, to the Acting Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 26th April 1871, No. 50-W.

I have the honour to forward, for the consideration and orders of Government,
copy of a letter from Captain B. Fischer, British Consular Agent,‘-Kaﬁkal,»fxequestﬁ
ing that he may be allowed to live at Tranquebar, as he’ cannot get a suitable
residence at Karikal, where he would go daily to conduct his duties; also, that he
should be invested with the powers of a Protector of Emigrants at Tranquebar,
as ho has reason to believe that emigrants are shipped thence to the Mauritius,
illegally, as passengers. s 5 |

2. Captain Fischer, 1 think, shows good ‘grounds for being allowed to' live at
Tranquebar; he.is an énergetic, hardworking officer, and there is not the least fear
that he will neglect his duties because he has a few miles to drive to office.

3. His appointment a8 Protector of Emigrants at Tranquebar should, I think,
be referred to theCollector of Tanjore. Ifhemakesno objection, which is unlikely,
T think Captain Fischer's authority and presence would check abuses which, I
believe, are now carried on both in landing and shipping labourers.

———

From Captain B, FISCHER, British Consular Agent, Karikal, to the Protector of Emigrants,
Coe ~ Madras, dated Karikal, 21st April 1871, No. 10.

1 have the honour to inform you that I have been assured by the French Emigration Agent
at Karikal—and his statement has been corroborated by the disinterested testimony of other people
—that a system of illicit emigration exists at Tranquebar, which, it is a.verred? indirectly inflicts
discredit, if mot positive injury, upon the operations of emigration both at Madras and at the
French Ports. Iam positivély informed that, in 1869, 924, and 1870, 923 natives passed between
Tranquebar and Ceylon and the Mauritius as “*passengers, ”* and that the maj ority of these so-called
r+passengers”’ were in effect emigrants, The Superintendent of Sea Customs at Tranquebar—a by~
no-means intelligent official—is unable to give any satisfactory information on this subject, and 1
would suggest, therefore, since Karikal is so near Tranquebar, and my duties at the former place are
not severe, that I should be invested with the powers of a Protector of Emigrants at Tranquebar to
test, at any rate, the truth of these reiterated assertions. )

9. While on this subject, I would request that 1 might be permitted to reside at Tranquebar,
gince I find it impossible to obtain a habitable house at Karikal, The number of houses at the
latter place ie limited, and the best are occapied by the fanctionaries of the French Government
who succeed one another in their houses as in their appointments. The house occupied by my
prodecessor was given ovejgby him to the Juge de Paix, and it was two months before I could

houge of my own, and then only because one of the appointments of the French function-

jstished. My houseis tho smallest and most confned inhabited by aEuropean at Karikal,
‘2521 Havo lately found it 80 intolerablo that I have hoen obliged to socept the kind offer of the
Secretary £ the Chéf do Serrice to slosp at hia house.  As 1 seo o ohauos now of gotting s beter
house, I beg that I may be allowed to reside at Tranquebar, keeping the residence I now, possess at
Karikal only for my office. Tranquebar is only six miles from Karikal, an hour and a quarter’s
drive, and as I possess a good conveyance I ghould find it just as easy to drive to my office 28
gentlemen who live at the Adyar do to drive to the Fort or to Black Town.

ar—

Referred to the Collector of Tanjore for his remarks.

Forr St. (GEORGE, (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,
28th April 1871. Acting Chief Secretary.
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No.120.  From the Collector of Tanjore, to the Acting Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Point Calimere, 15th May 1871,
‘No. 623. o : .
o In retummgthe letbm,forwm:dadmth your docket dategd 28th April 1871,
T have the honour to state that I-am decidedly of opinion that the British Consular
-Agent, Karikal,. should g Fe at Karikal and not at Tranquebar.
. 2.. The road betwden Karikal and Tranquebar is very sandy and very heavy,
and the idea of any one driving for any length of time daily, backwards and forwards,
* between the two. places, is simply ridiculous,
3. I forward, heréwith, for your information, copy of a letter fo my address

- from Captain Finchor ¥ty ; wmihis duties at Karikal are,and another from
. the Sub<Collector, pointing out’ that'”mm“:imh.ng_tb_i}}g\for a Protector of
Emigrants to do at Tranquebar. ,: ‘ —

From Captain B. FISCHER, British Consular Agent, Karikal, to the District Magistrate, Tanjore,
dated Karikal, 8th May 1871, No. 20.

As the request contained in your letter, No. 145, of the 2nd instant, is made at the requisition
! of Government, I have the honour to.inform you that my duties as British Consular Agent—which
are intermitted and irregular—do not, on an average, require my personal attendance at my office,
at Karikal, more than four times a week throughoyt the emigration season.

2. My principal duty is—during the emigration season, which lasts from the beginning of June
of one year to the end of March of the next—to examine thosernatives who wish to emigrate to the
French Colonies ; go ascertain whether they' are l}ﬁtish snbjeé‘,s : to sadisfy myself that po undue .
influence has been exercised in bringing them froin their homes ; to see that they fally understand
the conditions under which they are embarking ; that they know where they are going to; and to look
into and regulate their accounts with the Recruitihg Maistries who bting them in. This examin-
ation—which is most minute, gearching, and protracted—is conducted by myself in person at my
office ; but batches of emigrants do not, on an average, 80 present themselves more than four times
a week. i

3. My other duties lie out of doors :—t0o visit the Depdt three or four times a week at -

unexpected hours and to agcertain that the emigrafgts are comfortable and cared for ; to see those
emigrants whom I pass at my office paid and installed in the Depdt ; to be present at the embarkation
of each successive convoy of emigrants, and, by personal inspection of each vessel, to see that, 88
far as British subjects are concerned, the terms of the:Act are complied with asregards ventilation,
space, provisions, water, &e. o , - _

4. Besides this, 1 have—whenever a vessel may arrive at Karikal with retarn emigrants
from Mauritius or other Colonies—to examine them, inquire-into t’xtma‘tmmt received hy ther
both during the period of their gervice in the place o VPiQh_they entig 3
voyage, and to make a report thereon to Government” ™ But such an occasion mm, and,
has only occurred once during my 8ix months’ tenure of office. . R

5. Other duties—properly 80 called—I have none ; but 1 have been constantly appealed to

to afford assistance to Captains of vessels in matters of their own interior economy ; to settle
. disputes which so often arise between them and the local authorities from their mutual ignorance
" of each other’s languages, and to allay other misunderstandings between English and French
subjects ; and though, in such cases, I have never hesitated to advise with authority, I believe that,
in so doing, I was travelling out of the record. .
6. And this is as nearly <t an exact description of my duties” as I can give you. DBya
" system which I bave lately introduced the formal routine work of my office is conducted by my
" Clerk, and rolls on smoothly, without letor hindrance. The correspondence—-—conducted, of course,
»" entirely by myself—is not great with the local authorities, as I find that personal application is far

% more efficacious with them than loads of letters, and less likely to lead to misunderstandings.

e A

the emigration is only lawful’ from the port of M )

~endeavours to stop it

-
P

- dent of Sea Qust,oms at that Port.

_ Ex!rtmd!r_ovf ' g.. lotter from ‘-ﬂi"e‘t

e -

"+ more capable’of bemg ‘mg,de éelf-ﬁuﬁp@irti’}ig,‘ Fonly some gt;mgent rules
. the illicit-emigration that now takp_ﬁ,plaée at’]

)

!
3
b
#

e

iy S K

LRI ....z)m,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, .Pub‘lic‘ Departaﬁent,
27th May 1871. |

From H. J. STOKES, Esq., Acting Sub-Collector of Tanjore, to the Collector of Tanjore, dated
‘ ,Negapatam,thh} May 1871, No. 178. - .

With reference to your letter, No. 554, dated 2nd May 1871, asking me for my opinion as to

whether it would be advantageous to make '_the British Consular Agent, K&rikal,_‘l?rpteptor of

Emigrants at Tranquebar, I have the honour tp‘ig“nfom{you that there is at pregent ét_)_thi'ng fora

Protector. of Emigrants to do at Tranquebar, & 20 é’xﬁi‘gra'.n\bs“lé&.ve ‘that port. Emigrants, in the

technioal sense of the word as used in this Presidiicy, ‘aré-nitives of India under engagement to

¢ leave this'ountry for the purpose of labouring fe ¢in soie.other place. ‘. Such éngagements can

IR

- only be made under the Act (VII._ of 1871) toemig‘} te to}‘ certain places named mSeefaon 28, aqdf

N

2. Natives leave Tra,nqueba‘r‘_ for Ce%g " kit :‘,..yzfmmi?,. '§ Clally” €X€ pted: under
the Emigration Act (Se t?ﬁﬁ)ﬂﬁﬁfﬁmwﬂﬁ“’% ﬂf’it ‘fsi’éﬁd, éhlI“’tH’e’ shipping of native
#45 dor ifrary. bo the law. “You are aware of the late

b3

labourers to PensagTs done secretly, and 18

1ave notlnng to do 4t Tra.nqnebax; Theshrppm g
from Karikal to 4 far greater extent than it has
i ‘Agent, Mr. Sam, endeavoured' to keep himself

3. An Emigfa.&ipj Agent would, thereforé
of coolies for the Straits. Settlements is carried
ever been from Tranguebar.. The late Consedla

* acquainted with its circumstarices, but found great diffieulty.in obtaining correct information. The

authorities levy & poll-tax of one Bupee on every cooly shvipped,a.pd;a.re not willing to allow inform- .

" ation o be obtained by auy persons who might be interested in checking or controlling the free "~ -

course of the traffie. . . ’

4. 'The ‘onli‘ebnditigﬁis to which nhtive'pé@é%ngers are subjeci;séd;_w}xo léﬁvé Tra.nquebar, are
‘ e, without difficulty, enforced by the Superinten-

l

those of . the Native Passengers’ Act ; which can

e i -

No. 121. From the Pro‘tectoi“é)f.\fE

‘ _quemmbnt,lrfm,Sfa.;;Gef'orge,f

ST Madras; datgd
The Consula#’ Ageticy & Karikal is, in'
amongst the Frerichs<a thuch more fmpartant

4th Moy 1673,
opinion—énd indeed in’ thet! of Competent judges
responsible post than a Potidioksrry, and is much
fore enﬁo*teﬂ vﬁjb f;‘eg_\élﬁte .

il od Tl

*Goverkment, Fort St G

No Gl g . o Ty
In returnind®®6 papers received ‘ander your docket, dated 12th Mgﬂylgn{,

I have the honour to state that my report on the previous order therein quoted was
submitted yesterday. _ S




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
27th May 1871.

2. As regards the statement of the Consular Agent at Karikal, that the illicit

emigration from Tranquebar requires to be regulated, I beg to refer the Govern-

ment to the Sub-Collector’s letter, dated 12th May 1871, No. 178, which forms an

enclosure to my report above quoted, and in which Mr. Stokes shows that it is not
at Tranquebar but at Karikal that an Emigration Agent is required.

No. 123. Orper THEREON, 27th May 1871, No. 717.

Ordered that the Collector’s letter be communicated to the Protector of
Emigrants.  Under the Acirc[qmg:ta,pfges stated, the Government are not prepared
to sanction Captain Fischer’s residence at Tranquebar, or to appoint him to be
Protector of Emigrants at that Port. T .

2. The Collector of Tanjore will give his attention to th?xITé‘gal system of

shipping labourers to the Straits, and will report if he deems it necessary that the
Governnent should dddress the authorities there on the subject.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants,
»  Collector of Tanjore,

Eid. J. Wright.
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