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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Publzc _bepartment,
20th May 1871. = L

No.88.  Read the following letter from the Officiating President of the Municipal
‘ Commission, Madras, to the Chief - Secretary te Government, Fort St.
George, dated Madras, 6th April 1871, G. No. 128:—

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 18 of the Madras Municipal Act of 1867,
I have the honour to forward, herewith, for publication in' the Fort St George -

Gazetle, a Statement of Receipts and Disbursements on account of this Municipality
from the close of the past year up to the 28th of February last, together with the

Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Meeting of the Commissioners held on

the 31st ultimo, at which the same was approved of.

‘9. I have to solicit the especial attention of Government to a proposal to light -

Madras with gas, which was one of the subjects discussed at the Meeting, and with
regapd to which the following Resolution was passed by the Commissioners, viz. :—

That, with reference to the draft memorandum of agreement forwarded by

Mesars. King, Stephenson, and Taylor, through Messrs. McDowell and Co., on the

subject of establishing gas-works in Madras, referred to a Committee- for report at
the General Meeting held on the 31st January 1871, the Commissioners approve of
the Committee’s recommendation and authorize the President to forward the draft
agreement to Government, and inform them that they are disposed to look favourably
upon the proposals made by Messrs. King, Stephenson, and Taylor, subject to certain
modifidations in the rates they propose for public and private lights; but that, before

proceeding to discuss these with them, they are desirous of ascertaining the views of

Government on the subject, and more especially with reference to the coneession
they seek from Government and the Municipality.” R

3. In pursnance of the above Resolution, I now beg to forward the draft 6f the

agreement specifying the terms on Which Messrs. Stephenson, King, and Taylor are
prepared to establish gas-works in Madras, These donot differ materially, with one
exception, from those contained in & proposal made by the same gentlemen on'the

12th Devdimber 1865, on which Government pes g Order in the Public Works

Departmant,ﬁo., 8382, on the 1st DeoembﬂlSﬁﬁ,appmving genefa;lly of the

-gcheme, ~ - . . LU o RS _ o
4. 'Ihe exosption referred $o above is that, mtheu former proposal, there was

no mhoﬁmaﬂe d‘ the gas-works in the Fort being tn et by them, wheroas,

in the one mow submitted, it is proposed that they should do so. They would

appear to have added this condition with reference to-paragraph 6 of the Order of

Government, No. 3832, already referred to.

5. The Commissioners are unanimously qi-opigi,omﬁhat it is very denram

gas should be used in the public lights of the town, if it can be supplied at such "

a prite as will enable them to apply it to any considerabld number of lamps. The *
cost per annum of & single light, as given in the first achedule of the draft agree-
ment, even if advantage were taken of the proviso attached to Clause 7, is too high '

to allow of their doing this ; but they have reason to believe that Messra. Stephen-
son, King, and Taylor are prepared to accept lower terms, not only for public, but
also for private lights, than those named in the draft agreement.

6. As it would be premature for the Commissioners to enter into negotiations
with them on the subject of a reduction in the price to be charged for gas, without
having previously ascertained the views of Government in regard to the proposal
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generally, and more especially with respect to the concessions which Mesars.
Stephenson, King, and Taylor ask for at the hands of Goverament and the Munici-
pality, the Commissioners request that they may be favoured with these, and would
respectfully request that, in the event of Government being disposed to grant all or
any of the concessions sought for, they will make their doing so contingent on the
Municipality being able to come to terms with them. A

No. 87.. OrpER THEREON, 20th May 1871, No. 679.

Ordered that the Minutes of the Proceedings of the General Meeting of the Muni-
cipgl Commissioners, held on the 31st March, be published, with the Statement of
Receipts and Disbursements, in the Fort St. George Gazette.

2. The Commissioners request an expression of the views of Government on
the proposal, now renewed by Messrs. King and Stephenson, for lighting Madras
with gas, and they desire that any grant by Government of the concessions sought
by these gentlemen may be made contingent on the result of negotiations to be
opened regarding the proposed rates for public lights.

3. The concessions asked for from Government are— .

(). The grant of exclusive privileges to the proposed Company i respect
of the supply of gas. : '

(ii). The grant of a site for' gas-works near Burghall’s Stables.

(iii). The transfer of the Fort gas-works at a valuation.

(iv). Theexemption of plant, materials, and coal from Customs duties.

4. The use of gas in the Presidency City is a purely muaicipal question, with
which the Government will not interfere. If the Company should come to terms
with the Municipality, the Government would not decline to grant a site for the

- gas-works if one can be selected without prejudice to the health and convenience of
the citizens and conformably to the wishes of the Municipal Commission. But the
Government desire that the Municipal Commissioners will carefully consider, with
reference to the rates for public lights, which might be arrived at in communication
with the promoters of the scheme, whether the municipal resources are in such a
condition as to justify the assumption of additional burdens. Though the Commis-
sioners are not bound to take the gas, they will, no doubt, find themselves constrained
to do so should the Company eommence its operations. The liabilities which the
Commissioners have assumed and intend to assume, in connexion with' the water
works, the proposed market, and other projects of improvement, are very coasi-
derable, and should not be increased without caution.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.
To the President of the Municipal Commission, Madras.
Collector of Madras.
Revenue Department.
Public Works Department.
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Exd. J. Wright.
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