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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
20th May 1871.

No. 84. Read the following letter from the Acting Colonial Secretary, Colombo,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Colombo,
28th April 1871, No. 10:—

T am directed, by the Governor of Ceylon, to transmit to you, for the inform-
ation of the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, the enclosed Return showing the
number of Deaths from Cholera in this Island during March last, together with
copies of Reports by the Principal Civil Medical Officer and Inspector-General of
Hospitals of this Government.

From the Principal Civil Medical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals, Colombe, to the
Acting Colonial Secretary, Colombo, dated Colombo, 24th March 1871.

In returning the Report of the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, I have the honour to state,
for his information, that only two cases of cholera have been reported in the Island during the
months of January and February of the current year, and both these oceurred in the Wellikade Jail
on the 23rd January and 20th February, respectively.

9. A few cases have occurred during the present month, both among coolies arriving from
the coast of India and among the residents of Colombo, Kandy, and Gampola. .

3. These will be duly reported at the termination of the month,

From the Principal Civil Medical Officer and Inspector-General of Hospitals, Colombo, to the Acting
Colonial Sceretary, Colombo, dated Colombo, 17th April 1871,

In returning the letter of the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras, reporting the number of fatal
cases of cholera which have occurred in the Southern Divisions of that Presidency during the first
half of March, and a Supplementary Return for the latter end of February, I have the honour to
forward, for the information of the Commissioner, a Return showing the number of Deaths from
Cholera in this Island during March last.

2. Of the six which occurred in the Western Province, four oceurred in the native town of
Colombo, one in the Hulfsdorp Jail, and onein an individual who was a patient in the Government
Civil Hospital of Ratnapura suffering from simple Gonorrheea. It seems impossible to assign any
origin for any one of these six cases, and they must be considered sporadic.

3. The same may be said of the nine cascs in Gampola. The first has occurred in two residents
of the town on the 5th March—one a Singhalese man and the other a Malabar. On the 6th, a Moorman
was attacked and dicd. On the 7th, a Malabar and Singhalese were attacked, of whom the former
died on the 8th. From that date ten other cases occurred at varying intervals to the 27th, since
which no fresh cases have been reported. Out of fiftcen attacks nine died. It may be presumed that
the cases following those on the 8th may be due to contagion, but no source of contagion conld be
traced to the first two cases, and all attacked were residents of the place, and had not recently left
it. Of the fifteen cases, four were Malabars, four Moors, and seven Singhalese.

4. Of the five deaths in the Northern Province two occurred among the immigrant coolies on
the Central road on the 17th and 20th. The remaining three occurred on the 23rd, 26th, and 28th,
two of whom were father and daughter returning from the interior of the Island to the ecoast, and
the third was the Kangany of the cooly shed in which the father and daughter were attacked.

5. The two last named had recently traversed the road and occupied the same shed in which
the two fatal cases from the coast of the 17th and 20th had occurred, and it is more than probable
that they contracted the discase by these means. '

6. It is a remarkable circumstance that other cases of cholera were reported to have occurred
among the same gang of coolics to which the father and daughter belonged on their passage from
the Island back to the coast, thus offering an instance of the regurgitation of the discase from this
Island to India.
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