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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
10th May 1871.

No.41.  Read the following letter from the Inspector-General, Indian Medical
Department, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Fort Saint George 15th March 1871, No. 87 :—

I have the honour to report, for the information of Government, that the Acting
Physician, General Hospital, has brought to my notice the increasing unhealthiness
of the quarters of the Resident Assistant Surgeon, and more especially of the Hospital
Serjeant of that Institution.

9. The subject was already laid before Government in 1869, by Dr. Smith,
whose letter is recorded in Proceedings of Government, No. 1170, of the 19th August
1869. Mr. Chipperfield fully endorses the opinions therein expressed, and adds that
the health of the Hospital Serjeant has so very much deteriorated —solely, he believes,
from the unhealthiness of his present quarters—as to lead to his frequently coming
under treatment, and seriously to interfere with the performance of his duties.

3, I am aware that the previous Resident Assistant Surgeon Mr. Thomas
ascribed much of his ill-health, which led to his resigning his appointment in the
General Hospital, to these quarters, and the present Assistant has lately shown some
signs of failing health, which Dr. Chipperfield ascribes, in some degree at least, to
the same cause. ‘

4. 1 have myself repeatedly examined the quarters, and consider it highly
essential, on sanitary grounds, that new buildings should, if possible, be provided,
but the difficulty arises as to obtaining a suitable site within the limited area of the
Hospital compound. Meanwhile, I would observe that the unhealthiness of the
present quarters is, in my opinion, to a considerable extent, due to their close proxi-
mity to the Latrine and Dissecting-room of the Medical College, and to the Cook-
room of the Regimental Hospital. The two former stand immediately between
them and the sea, and, in spite of every precaution, offensive and dangerous
emanations are conveyed from both, by the prevailing winds, into the dwelling
rooms. The cookroom again stands to the west and within a few feet of the
Assistant Surgeon’s quarters, proving a constant source of annoyance from smoke,
smells, and noise.

5. If new quarters cannot immediately be provided on a more appropriate site,
it will, at least, be necessary to get rid of the nuisances just specified, which might
be effected by erecting a new dissecting-room and latrine to the south of the
College, on the banks of the Cooum, and providing a new cook-room in some other
part of the Hospital compound.

8. These, and some alterations in the veritilation of the quarters, would, I have
no doubt, be of very considerable benefit in improving their sanitary condition, and

I would beg further to suggest the planting of a triple screen of quick growing trees -

(such as the Alexandrian Laurel) between the buildings and the Cooum, so as to
afford some protection against the effluvia arising from the river.

7. As the subject seems now to be a very pressing one, I trust it may meet
with the early and favourable consideration of Government.

No. 42. OepErR THEREON, 10th May 1871, No. 614.

Resolved that the Inspectors-General of the British and Indian Medical Depart-
ments be requested to associate themselves with the Secretary to Government in

ko



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department, *

10th May 1871,

0 are respon-
Dissecting-rooms of the Medical College in the

most perfect state of cleanliness attainable, and that measures may be adopted for
preventing the Hospital servants from fouling the banks of the Cooum, which (it is
understood) they recently converted into an offensive nuisance.

(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secreigr y

To the Inspector-General, British Medical Service.

s ” Indian Medical Department.
To Colonel J. Carpendale, R.E,, Secy. to Govt., P, W. Department.
»  Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. Wright,
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