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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departm;nt,
5th May 1871.

No. 24. Read the following letter from the Officiating Protector of Emigrants,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,
18th April 1871, No. 18-N :— _

I have the honour to report the arrival here, on the 10th instant, of the Ship Red
Riding Hood with return emigrants from Natal. She had on board when she cast
anchor 384 souls, of whom two died before they were landed. Of the remaining
382, 156 were for Madras, and 226 for Calcutta, including an infant born during the
voyage.

2. When the Ship left Natal there were 387 souls on board. Four deaths and
one birth occurred at sea, and two deaths after arrival in the port,® leaving the total
above mentioned, viz., 382 souls.

3. The Madras Contingent was composed as follows :—

83 adult males of ten years and upwards.
30 adult females of ten years and upwards.
20 boys between 1 and 10.

15 girls  do. 1 and 10.
8 infants under one year.

—

156

——

- 4. I went on board the vessel and examined the coolies and the ship. The
coolies were all unanimous in praise of the kindness of the Captain and Doctor, and
seemed for the most part stout and in good health.

9. The arrangements between decks for the sleeping accommodation of the
coolies seemed good with the exception that the women and children appeared not
to have been separatcd from the men at night.

6. The vessel was only chartered as far as Madras, but subsequently Mr. Row-
land having been appointed by the Madras Government, at the request of the Natal
Government, to officiate as Emigration Agent, and having entered into a fresh Charter
Party with the Captain to take the Bengal Coolies on to Calcutta, the Ship’s articles
were signed, and she sailed on the morning of the 16th with the Calcutta Contingent
on board consisting of 133 men, forty women, twenty-five boys, twenty-two girls,
and six infants, making a total of 226.

7. Many of the Madras Coolies were loud in their complaints of the manner
in which they had becn treated on the Estates in Natal.

8. They all complained that they had been told, before leaving Madras and
after reaching Natal, that, at the end of their ten years’ service there, they would get
£10 each on leaving to return to India, but had not received any money at all.
Another generg) complaint was that they had not had proper rations of rice, as
ftipulated, while on the estates, ¢ mealy meal” (maize flour) being served out instead
10 most instances in lieu of half the ration of rice.

9. I'took down statements from those who had specific charges to make, and
enclose copies of them. If the allegations therein set forth are true, they contain
_ rather serious charges against some of the Natal Planters, and against the Magistrates

— TeTfeamst

* DEaTHe.—One woman and one infant, of Bengsl Coolie.s.
Three men and one woman, of Madras Coolies.

Birte.—Oune infant born of one of the Bengal Coolies.
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iv:ho ire stat.ed to have failed to put the law in force to protect the coolies. But it
quite possible that the statements contain exaggerations.

10. . .
Among the whole eighty-three adult males who landed here only six had
any mouey, and those six only £21 between them

catiozi lixasoglez I‘ioi,:dWa: lnsane m}d was se.ant to the Monegar Choultry. An apPli“

Lunatic Asylim undee t}(: the I?O.h"e Magistrate to have him transferred to the
12, Iformand Pl © provisions of Section 5 of Act No. XXXVI. of 1858.

who seoms by 1o ba etter addressed to me by a Mr. Pinsent, a Lawyer at Natal,

£10 &by 1 e been co.nsulted by the coolies on the question of the promise of

ad to them on their return to India, and on the change in the Natal Law,

h' 114 1
w 1c.h, he r‘emarks, had been altered evidently to meet the pressure of their (the
coolies) claims under the old law,

lt . s .

1859 : i 111 have questioned M, Burton who was Natal Emigration Agent here 10

on th,ein te tells me tl.mt, to his knowledge, no promisc of any’gratuity of £10 a-head
I return to India was made to the coolies then going to Natal.

——

: Statement made by Balakistna, Colonial No. 336.
ago. cIa.I:lhei:z B;Ita(:':: " ﬂ;i Red Reding Hood as Interpreter. I emigrated to Natal ten yearg
Dr. Holland sud ot Tntll ¢ Truro. Mr. Collins in Madras and afterwards at Natal, an
Tadia app 2 years._ :} 1am all told the coolies that they would get £10 cach on their return t0
enid tha they Lo be.en t (:;gst}I:Ot told so perso.nally by any one of those gentlemen, but every cool‘y
Estato ; he gave proper fond ;Y were to receive the £10. I served three years on Mr. Leicester s
he stopped two daye’ oy, ¢ ?lnh wages, l.mt wag very severe. If a cooly did not go to work one day
put salt-water on their lj)r;,ckI; §Often tied up coolies who made mistakes and flogged them and th(.m
coolics fogged g e ol acob and Mf)onesa,wmy were treated in this way. I saw five or 81X
ree times. The cooljeg complained to the Magistrate who would come to the

ea.k t 1

2. After leavi i .
He treated the ::(:,llilels \;]v‘eli'lLexI(:[eSter I' ment into Mr. Lamport's service. e is a good gentleman.
two yoars. My five years w'ere t; over beat them, bu fed and paid them properly. I was there
Places for five years more, Al thzn UP- T wag then free to go where I liked. I scrved in different
gentlemen. Mr. Leicester used onl)fg ::t:iemen under whom I served for these five vears were good
times.  He flogged them with a ¢ %% Jacob anq Mooncsawmy. T saw them flogged five or si%

vyhich he carried in his pocket, ' a piece of bullock’s hide about a foot-and-a-half long
13th April 1871,
(Signed) M. BALAKISTNA.

I returned in the ship yesterdy
came in. 1 was not told that | sho
ten years. I went in the secong ship

Y. I don’ ; .
0't know its name. It 18 the same ship that Balakistus

3;;;. I have been in Natal for about
) r's Estate. I don’t qui 14
got m ) on’t quite know how long
}’hberty (i. e., for five years, the time of contract), Mr. Leicester

. € wWou ;
Police.  He often beat mg With g 14 sometimes Put a rope round my neck and send me to the

After T left My, Leiceste . chembyck tying my hands and pouring salt-water on my back.
Mr. Leicester's COWherd It hWOTked a3 a bearer looking after other cooljeg’ children. I was
beaten by M. Leicester: the cattle strayed into the coffec he would beat me. T have seen Jacob

13tk April 1871, |
Mark ¥ of MOONESAWMY.

SN
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Statement of Rajanan, Colonial No. 160.

I went to Natal ten years ago. I was told before I went by Apparow Moodelliar and Mr. Collins
in Madras that I should get £10 when I came back. Mr. Collins was present when Apparow
Moodelliar told me. Mr. Collins told me first and Apparow Moodelliar translated for him to me.
I was three years on Mr. Kennedy’s Coffee Estate. IIe gave the coolies much annoyance. He did
not give them proper rations, and if they complained he beat them. Once or twice he beat me with
a stick. Ihave seen other coolies beaten by him. After three years I paid £5 to Mr. Tatham and
went to Mr. Lamport’s Estate who gave me back the £5 and treated me and all the coolies well.
I complained to the Magistrate, Mr. Tatham, but he did nothing for me. He told me if I paid £5
I could leave Mr. Kennedy, and I accordingly didso. I was afterwards five years with Mr. Thomson
as a Sirdar. He is a kind gentleman, and treated me and the coolies well.

13th April 1871, Mark x of RAJANAN.

—

Statement of Vencatasawmy, Colonial No. 185.

I have been ten years in Natal. I was told by Mr. Collins and his Interpreter, Apparow Moodel-
liar, that I should get £19 and a free passage back to Madras at the end of ten years. I was five
years on Mr. Hunter's Estate. He gave us mixed rations of mealy meal and rice. He did not
beat the coolies, but if any one of them fell sick he stopped only one shilling a day from their pay if
they went to him and took medicine before him, but if they stopped away from work without telling
him he stopped half a crown a day. I was ten months with Mr. Thompsor. " He was very kind.

" He only stopped six pence a day if a cooly was sick, and sometimes not that if the man was a good

workman.
13th April 1871, Mark ? of VENCATASAWMY.

Statement of Lazar, son of Allamaloo, Colonial No. 737.

I came to Madras in the Red Riding Hood. I have been in Natal for ten years. I was three
years in Mr. Andrew Wellesley's employ: He never paid me any wages properly. Once in three
or four months he would give me 6 or 8s. I then went to Mr. Bob Smith fora year. He paid me
for four months, and then never paid me any more. He said I must wait, he would pay me all at
once ; but when the year was up he never paid me. He owes me £5. When I left Madras I was
told by Mr. Collins I should get £10 on my return, but I never got it. Mr. Collins was present,
and Apparow Moodelliar translated for him.

13th April 1871, Mark X of LAZAR.

Statement of Veeran, Colonial No. 280.

I have been for the last ten years in Natal. I was five years in the service of Mr. Greig as a
field labourer and cook. He beat me on the head one day with an iron rod and cut my forehead
(a scar on the right temple here shown) because I would not make up the ﬁre?. I then ran off
into the bush for three days. When I came back I worked for three months for him, but never .got
any pay. I then left him. He gave the coolies small rations of rice and sweet pf)ta.toes. Du.rmg
the last five years I served, one with Mr. Luchar, two with Mr. Robinson, and one thh&' Harrison.
All these gentlemen treated me well. One year I was sick. Apparow Moodelliar and e gentleman
Who was here told me when I was leaving Madras to go to Natal that I should ge ,%10 on my
Rl

reburn,
Mark x of V .

13th April 1871,
Statement of Ramasamy, Colonial No. 4812. |
I was three years with Mr. IIodgson. He only gave me half the pay which he ough.t to have given
me. He ought to have paid me 10s. a month. He only gave me bs. and sometimes 6s. This
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+ bth May 1871.

lasted for three years. T then went to Mr. Greig. Mr. Greig engaged to pay me 12s. 2 month. Ile
did so for six months, but afterwards only gave me 5 or 6s. a month. Mr. Greig died at the end of
the year. Mr. Lamport bought his estate and treated me well.

13th April 1871. Mark 2 of RAMASAMI.

——rn

Statement of Baboo, Colonial No. 3049.

1 was in the employ of Mr. Clement Crozier for three years and nine months. He used to pay
me irregularly, and of the 3% years’ wages due to me I only received pay for two years and 93 months.
Mr. Crozier owes me 11} months’ pay at 13s. a month. He treated thirty-three other coolies in
the same way. Those men are still at Natal. Mr. Crozier’s Manager named Henderson, and the
Surdar Ramasamy Naidoo, used to worry and bully the coolies so that four men hanged themselves
to escape the annoyance of being compelled to work when sick and of being beaten. One week we
used to get pumpkins and salt and nothing else ; another week sweet potatoes and salt only ; another
week 31bs. of rice and 61bs. of mealy meal, and instead of salt-fish and ghee only broken coffee was given
to us. Thereis a Cooly Depdt at Point Town near Durban at which one Baboo Naidoo is interpreter.
All incurable and sickly coolies sent down from the Estates to the Depot are lodged there and made
1o work in Baboo Naidoo’s garden. If they refuse he gives them only half rations. We were
compelled to clean the privies while we were sick at the Depot. Mr. Mason is entirely in the hands
of Baboo Naidoo. Mr. Mason is the Manager of the Cooly Depdt and Emigration Agent.

13th April 1871. (Signed)  A. BAUBOO NAIDOO.

Statement of Mangapathee, Colonial No. 4430.

Mr. Trail, in whose service I wags for four 7 ’
) years, owes me 74 months t 12s. th,
I complained to Mr. Mason, but got no redress. ey at 125, mon

15th April 1871,
3th April 187 Mark || of MUNAPATHEE.

Statement of dyalu, Colonial No. 2611.

Mr. Green, in whose service I was for 4}
. ) $ years, owes me 74 months’ " - 1
complained to Mr. Mason, but got no redress.  monthe’ poy af12s. a2 nih

Nore.—This cooly was blind. )

13th April 1871,

———

From SAVERY PINSENT, Esq., to the Cooly Emigration Officer, Madras, dated Durban, Natal,
8th February 1871, ’ ’

The c?olies by the Red Riding I?OOd have consulted me as their legal adviser respecting an
alleged claim of £10 per head on t.heu' return to India against this Government. They can bring
no proof of such a promise l‘)ut their word, and I could not hope to win, even if there was time to
sue, without their losing their 'passage.. 1 do?bt whether Mr. Collins, the Agent of this Government,
could have made such a promise, and if he did, he could not have been authorized thereto

2. But, apart from this, under our Cooly Law of 1859 the coolies are entitled to 25s. [;er month
from the time of their giving notice claiming to return to India to their departure. By a law
rassed last year consolidating the Cooly Laws this has been altered evidently to meet the pressuro
of their claims under the old law. By that law they ave only entitled to 10s. a month for the third
and succeeding months after claim for a passage, and the Government claim thgat this 10s. shall
only be paid on full completion of the third, &c., month, and not in full or pro rata for a part of
the month. 1 contend that this law of 1870 was not intended to apply to past contracts, or that
it is unjust and oppressive if held so to be. I have represented this to Government, but they will
not listen to it.

——

Py

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
' 5th May 1871.

3. I have written fully to His Excellency the Licutenant-Governor on this matter. But the
coolies want a document from me in their own hands.

No. 25. OrpEr THEREON, 5th May 1871, No. 589.

Resolved that copies of the foregoing letter, and of the depositions received with
it, be forwarded to the Natal Government, and that their attention be drawn to the
complaints made by the return emigrants per Ship Red Riding Hood of the treatment
they received on the Estates in Natal. _

9. Tt is observed from the P. 8. of the Colonial Secretary’s letter, dated the
6th February 1871, that this Government will be addressed regarding a memorial
presented to the Government of Natal by Mr. Pinsent on behalf of the return

~ emigrants in respect of an alleged claim of £10 per head.

3. The Protector will furnish Government with any information which may
be obtainable from the records of his office of the conditions on which coolies were

sent to Natal ten years ago. ‘
(True Exiract.)

. j flctiiyfm:‘ef Secretary,

o the Protector of Emigrants;

' Exd. 7, Wright,
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“Forr Sanr Groroe,

PupLic DEPARTMENT,

No. 590, ¥

TO - ; ) ! ,
Tae Hox. TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY ar NATAL.

SR,
With reference to your letters, number and dates as per margin, I am directed

" Dated 19th Japuary 1871, No, 149-D.  t0 transmlt copy of the Proceedings of the Madras

-y Gth February »

» 10th »  w Government of this date, No. 589, and to request the

~ attention of the Government of Natal to the complaints made by the return

emigrants per Ship Red Riding Hood of the treatment they received on t.he Estates
in Natal.
2. This Government request that they may be informed of the result of any

| inquiry that may be instituted on the ‘subject, and that full information may be

furnished to them as to the late change in the local laws as regards allowances to

) mgrants after apphca.tzon for retura pagsages.

T have the honour to be
Sir,
‘Your most obedient servant,

‘Acting Chief Secretarys
5th Muy 1871,

Ezd. J, Wright.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departm;nt,
5th May 1871.

No. 24. Read the following letter from the Officiating Protector of Emigrants,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,
18th April 1871, No. 18-N :— _

I have the honour to report the arrival here, on the 10th instant, of the Ship Red
Riding Hood with return emigrants from Natal. She had on board when she cast
anchor 384 souls, of whom two died before they were landed. Of the remaining
382, 156 were for Madras, and 226 for Calcutta, including an infant born during the
voyage.

2. When the Ship left Natal there were 387 souls on board. Four deaths and
one birth occurred at sea, and two deaths after arrival in the port,® leaving the total
above mentioned, viz., 382 souls.

3. The Madras Contingent was composed as follows :—

83 adult males of ten years and upwards.
30 adult females of ten years and upwards.
20 boys between 1 and 10.

15 girls  do. 1 and 10.
8 infants under one year.

—

156

——

- 4. I went on board the vessel and examined the coolies and the ship. The
coolies were all unanimous in praise of the kindness of the Captain and Doctor, and
seemed for the most part stout and in good health.

9. The arrangements between decks for the sleeping accommodation of the
coolies seemed good with the exception that the women and children appeared not
to have been separatcd from the men at night.

6. The vessel was only chartered as far as Madras, but subsequently Mr. Row-
land having been appointed by the Madras Government, at the request of the Natal
Government, to officiate as Emigration Agent, and having entered into a fresh Charter
Party with the Captain to take the Bengal Coolies on to Calcutta, the Ship’s articles
were signed, and she sailed on the morning of the 16th with the Calcutta Contingent
on board consisting of 133 men, forty women, twenty-five boys, twenty-two girls,
and six infants, making a total of 226.

7. Many of the Madras Coolies were loud in their complaints of the manner
in which they had becn treated on the Estates in Natal.

8. They all complained that they had been told, before leaving Madras and
after reaching Natal, that, at the end of their ten years’ service there, they would get
£10 each on leaving to return to India, but had not received any money at all.
Another generg) complaint was that they had not had proper rations of rice, as
ftipulated, while on the estates, ¢ mealy meal” (maize flour) being served out instead
10 most instances in lieu of half the ration of rice.

9. I'took down statements from those who had specific charges to make, and
enclose copies of them. If the allegations therein set forth are true, they contain
_ rather serious charges against some of the Natal Planters, and against the Magistrates

— TeTfeamst

* DEaTHe.—One woman and one infant, of Bengsl Coolie.s.
Three men and one woman, of Madras Coolies.

Birte.—Oune infant born of one of the Bengal Coolies.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,

9th May 1871.

e e e

————

iv:ho ire stat.ed to have failed to put the law in force to protect the coolies. But it
quite possible that the statements contain exaggerations.

10. . .
Among the whole eighty-three adult males who landed here only six had
any mouey, and those six only £21 between them

catiozi lixasoglez I‘ioi,:dWa: lnsane m}d was se.ant to the Monegar Choultry. An apPli“

Lunatic Asylim undee t}(: the I?O.h"e Magistrate to have him transferred to the
12, Iformand Pl © provisions of Section 5 of Act No. XXXVI. of 1858.

who seoms by 1o ba etter addressed to me by a Mr. Pinsent, a Lawyer at Natal,

£10 &by 1 e been co.nsulted by the coolies on the question of the promise of

ad to them on their return to India, and on the change in the Natal Law,

h' 114 1
w 1c.h, he r‘emarks, had been altered evidently to meet the pressure of their (the
coolies) claims under the old law,

lt . s .

1859 : i 111 have questioned M, Burton who was Natal Emigration Agent here 10

on th,ein te tells me tl.mt, to his knowledge, no promisc of any’gratuity of £10 a-head
I return to India was made to the coolies then going to Natal.

——

: Statement made by Balakistna, Colonial No. 336.
ago. cIa.I:lhei:z B;Ita(:':: " ﬂ;i Red Reding Hood as Interpreter. I emigrated to Natal ten yearg
Dr. Holland sud ot Tntll ¢ Truro. Mr. Collins in Madras and afterwards at Natal, an
Tadia app 2 years._ :} 1am all told the coolies that they would get £10 cach on their return t0
enid tha they Lo be.en t (:;gst}I:Ot told so perso.nally by any one of those gentlemen, but every cool‘y
Estato ; he gave proper fond ;Y were to receive the £10. I served three years on Mr. Leicester s
he stopped two daye’ oy, ¢ ?lnh wages, l.mt wag very severe. If a cooly did not go to work one day
put salt-water on their lj)r;,ckI; §Often tied up coolies who made mistakes and flogged them and th(.m
coolics fogged g e ol acob and Mf)onesa,wmy were treated in this way. I saw five or 81X
ree times. The cooljeg complained to the Magistrate who would come to the

ea.k t 1

2. After leavi i .
He treated the ::(:,llilels \;]v‘eli'lLexI(:[eSter I' ment into Mr. Lamport's service. e is a good gentleman.
two yoars. My five years w'ere t; over beat them, bu fed and paid them properly. I was there
Places for five years more, Al thzn UP- T wag then free to go where I liked. I scrved in different
gentlemen. Mr. Leicester used onl)fg ::t:iemen under whom I served for these five vears were good
times.  He flogged them with a ¢ %% Jacob anq Mooncsawmy. T saw them flogged five or si%

vyhich he carried in his pocket, ' a piece of bullock’s hide about a foot-and-a-half long
13th April 1871,
(Signed) M. BALAKISTNA.

I returned in the ship yesterdy
came in. 1 was not told that | sho
ten years. I went in the secong ship

Y. I don’ ; .
0't know its name. It 18 the same ship that Balakistus

3;;;. I have been in Natal for about
) r's Estate. I don’t qui 14
got m ) on’t quite know how long
}’hberty (i. e., for five years, the time of contract), Mr. Leicester

. € wWou ;
Police.  He often beat mg With g 14 sometimes Put a rope round my neck and send me to the

After T left My, Leiceste . chembyck tying my hands and pouring salt-water on my back.
Mr. Leicester's COWherd It hWOTked a3 a bearer looking after other cooljeg’ children. I was
beaten by M. Leicester: the cattle strayed into the coffec he would beat me. T have seen Jacob

13tk April 1871, |
Mark ¥ of MOONESAWMY.

SN

Proceedz’ngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
oth May 1871.

Statement of Rajanan, Colonial No. 160.

I went to Natal ten years ago. I was told before I went by Apparow Moodelliar and Mr. Collins
in Madras that I should get £10 when I came back. Mr. Collins was present when Apparow
Moodelliar told me. Mr. Collins told me first and Apparow Moodelliar translated for him to me.
I was three years on Mr. Kennedy’s Coffee Estate. IIe gave the coolies much annoyance. He did
not give them proper rations, and if they complained he beat them. Once or twice he beat me with
a stick. Ihave seen other coolies beaten by him. After three years I paid £5 to Mr. Tatham and
went to Mr. Lamport’s Estate who gave me back the £5 and treated me and all the coolies well.
I complained to the Magistrate, Mr. Tatham, but he did nothing for me. He told me if I paid £5
I could leave Mr. Kennedy, and I accordingly didso. I was afterwards five years with Mr. Thomson
as a Sirdar. He is a kind gentleman, and treated me and the coolies well.

13th April 1871, Mark x of RAJANAN.

—

Statement of Vencatasawmy, Colonial No. 185.

I have been ten years in Natal. I was told by Mr. Collins and his Interpreter, Apparow Moodel-
liar, that I should get £19 and a free passage back to Madras at the end of ten years. I was five
years on Mr. Hunter's Estate. He gave us mixed rations of mealy meal and rice. He did not
beat the coolies, but if any one of them fell sick he stopped only one shilling a day from their pay if
they went to him and took medicine before him, but if they stopped away from work without telling
him he stopped half a crown a day. I was ten months with Mr. Thompsor. " He was very kind.

" He only stopped six pence a day if a cooly was sick, and sometimes not that if the man was a good

workman.
13th April 1871, Mark ? of VENCATASAWMY.

Statement of Lazar, son of Allamaloo, Colonial No. 737.

I came to Madras in the Red Riding Hood. I have been in Natal for ten years. I was three
years in Mr. Andrew Wellesley's employ: He never paid me any wages properly. Once in three
or four months he would give me 6 or 8s. I then went to Mr. Bob Smith fora year. He paid me
for four months, and then never paid me any more. He said I must wait, he would pay me all at
once ; but when the year was up he never paid me. He owes me £5. When I left Madras I was
told by Mr. Collins I should get £10 on my return, but I never got it. Mr. Collins was present,
and Apparow Moodelliar translated for him.

13th April 1871, Mark X of LAZAR.

Statement of Veeran, Colonial No. 280.

I have been for the last ten years in Natal. I was five years in the service of Mr. Greig as a
field labourer and cook. He beat me on the head one day with an iron rod and cut my forehead
(a scar on the right temple here shown) because I would not make up the ﬁre?. I then ran off
into the bush for three days. When I came back I worked for three months for him, but never .got
any pay. I then left him. He gave the coolies small rations of rice and sweet pf)ta.toes. Du.rmg
the last five years I served, one with Mr. Luchar, two with Mr. Robinson, and one thh&' Harrison.
All these gentlemen treated me well. One year I was sick. Apparow Moodelliar and e gentleman
Who was here told me when I was leaving Madras to go to Natal that I should ge ,%10 on my
Rl

reburn,
Mark x of V .

13th April 1871,
Statement of Ramasamy, Colonial No. 4812. |
I was three years with Mr. IIodgson. He only gave me half the pay which he ough.t to have given
me. He ought to have paid me 10s. a month. He only gave me bs. and sometimes 6s. This




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

+ bth May 1871.

lasted for three years. T then went to Mr. Greig. Mr. Greig engaged to pay me 12s. 2 month. Ile
did so for six months, but afterwards only gave me 5 or 6s. a month. Mr. Greig died at the end of
the year. Mr. Lamport bought his estate and treated me well.

13th April 1871. Mark 2 of RAMASAMI.

——rn

Statement of Baboo, Colonial No. 3049.

1 was in the employ of Mr. Clement Crozier for three years and nine months. He used to pay
me irregularly, and of the 3% years’ wages due to me I only received pay for two years and 93 months.
Mr. Crozier owes me 11} months’ pay at 13s. a month. He treated thirty-three other coolies in
the same way. Those men are still at Natal. Mr. Crozier’s Manager named Henderson, and the
Surdar Ramasamy Naidoo, used to worry and bully the coolies so that four men hanged themselves
to escape the annoyance of being compelled to work when sick and of being beaten. One week we
used to get pumpkins and salt and nothing else ; another week sweet potatoes and salt only ; another
week 31bs. of rice and 61bs. of mealy meal, and instead of salt-fish and ghee only broken coffee was given
to us. Thereis a Cooly Depdt at Point Town near Durban at which one Baboo Naidoo is interpreter.
All incurable and sickly coolies sent down from the Estates to the Depot are lodged there and made
1o work in Baboo Naidoo’s garden. If they refuse he gives them only half rations. We were
compelled to clean the privies while we were sick at the Depot. Mr. Mason is entirely in the hands
of Baboo Naidoo. Mr. Mason is the Manager of the Cooly Depdt and Emigration Agent.

13th April 1871. (Signed)  A. BAUBOO NAIDOO.

Statement of Mangapathee, Colonial No. 4430.

Mr. Trail, in whose service I wags for four 7 ’
) years, owes me 74 months t 12s. th,
I complained to Mr. Mason, but got no redress. ey at 125, mon

15th April 1871,
3th April 187 Mark || of MUNAPATHEE.

Statement of dyalu, Colonial No. 2611.

Mr. Green, in whose service I was for 4}
. ) $ years, owes me 74 months’ " - 1
complained to Mr. Mason, but got no redress.  monthe’ poy af12s. a2 nih

Nore.—This cooly was blind. )

13th April 1871,

———

From SAVERY PINSENT, Esq., to the Cooly Emigration Officer, Madras, dated Durban, Natal,
8th February 1871, ’ ’

The c?olies by the Red Riding I?OOd have consulted me as their legal adviser respecting an
alleged claim of £10 per head on t.heu' return to India against this Government. They can bring
no proof of such a promise l‘)ut their word, and I could not hope to win, even if there was time to
sue, without their losing their 'passage.. 1 do?bt whether Mr. Collins, the Agent of this Government,
could have made such a promise, and if he did, he could not have been authorized thereto

2. But, apart from this, under our Cooly Law of 1859 the coolies are entitled to 25s. [;er month
from the time of their giving notice claiming to return to India to their departure. By a law
rassed last year consolidating the Cooly Laws this has been altered evidently to meet the pressuro
of their claims under the old law. By that law they ave only entitled to 10s. a month for the third
and succeeding months after claim for a passage, and the Government claim thgat this 10s. shall
only be paid on full completion of the third, &c., month, and not in full or pro rata for a part of
the month. 1 contend that this law of 1870 was not intended to apply to past contracts, or that
it is unjust and oppressive if held so to be. I have represented this to Government, but they will
not listen to it.

——

Py

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
' 5th May 1871.

3. I have written fully to His Excellency the Licutenant-Governor on this matter. But the
coolies want a document from me in their own hands.

No. 25. OrpEr THEREON, 5th May 1871, No. 589.

Resolved that copies of the foregoing letter, and of the depositions received with
it, be forwarded to the Natal Government, and that their attention be drawn to the
complaints made by the return emigrants per Ship Red Riding Hood of the treatment
they received on the Estates in Natal. _

9. Tt is observed from the P. 8. of the Colonial Secretary’s letter, dated the
6th February 1871, that this Government will be addressed regarding a memorial
presented to the Government of Natal by Mr. Pinsent on behalf of the return

~ emigrants in respect of an alleged claim of £10 per head.

3. The Protector will furnish Government with any information which may
be obtainable from the records of his office of the conditions on which coolies were

sent to Natal ten years ago. ‘
(True Exiract.)

. j flctiiyfm:‘ef Secretary,

o the Protector of Emigrants;

' Exd. 7, Wright,
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“Forr Sanr Groroe,

PupLic DEPARTMENT,

No. 590, ¥

TO - ; ) ! ,
Tae Hox. TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY ar NATAL.

SR,
With reference to your letters, number and dates as per margin, I am directed

" Dated 19th Japuary 1871, No, 149-D.  t0 transmlt copy of the Proceedings of the Madras

-y Gth February »

» 10th »  w Government of this date, No. 589, and to request the

~ attention of the Government of Natal to the complaints made by the return

emigrants per Ship Red Riding Hood of the treatment they received on t.he Estates
in Natal.
2. This Government request that they may be informed of the result of any

| inquiry that may be instituted on the ‘subject, and that full information may be

furnished to them as to the late change in the local laws as regards allowances to

) mgrants after apphca.tzon for retura pagsages.

T have the honour to be
Sir,
‘Your most obedient servant,

‘Acting Chief Secretarys
5th Muy 1871,

Ezd. J, Wright.
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