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No. 50..  Read the following letter from Surgeon-Major W. R. CORNISH, r.r.c.5,,
Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Sceretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 23vrd November 1870, No. 1134 :—

- I have the honour to solicit the attention of Government to an unportmm
matter in connexion with the sanitary condition of the town of Conjeveram, ‘

2. Govcmment are aware that in the latter part of 1869, and again during
the May fostival of the present year, epidemic cholera visited the town, cansing a
considerable mortality to the inhabitants, and, in the last outbreak, the dlseasc was
spread far and wide over the country in the tracks taken by the dispersing pilgrims,

3. Tor some years past, adverse seasons have interfered very considerably
with the water-supply of the town. At the date of my inspection in July, many
of the fine masonry tanks with which the town abounds were quite dry, or only
partially filled with water so Lharged with organic 1mp\n ity as to be dmmm ous to
the health of persons using it,

4. I.need hardly rema.rk that this ‘prosent condmon of the thtur—e.\lpply ‘
bespeaks a grievous apathy and neglect on the part of the temple authorities and
residents for many years paat They had nothmg todo apparently but to keep open
a supply-oha,nnul to wcuve enough of pure water to provide against the contin-
gency of adverse seasons.  This was not only neglected ; but, if T have not heen
1111=smformed the water channel demgned hundre&s of years ago, for the supply
of the tcwn has been appmprmted bv land owners in the noxghbourhgocl ior qm'w

5 It is vely hunnlmtmg to contrast the forethought and wisdom of ’che ru}cx‘s
of the town in ancient times, with the neglect and indifference of the people in
this, the latter half of the. nineteenth century. * In no town in Southern India has
greater care, labour, and expense been bestowed in provxdmg for the pedple a mag-
nificent system of masonry reservoirs to receive and hold an abundance of good
water, These masonry reservoirs are so arranged that, when thaw on the higher,
level of the town are filled, the surplus water may pass on, through covered nmbomy
channels, to. tzmka on the lower level.  Owing to long-continned ‘drought one
of the la%w tanks had dried up, and had just been. cleaned of the acaumuiatod filth
of many generations by a wealthy and ch&mmh}y«hapmed gentlmnan of Madras,
when 1 visited the town in July last, and some idea ruay be formed of the size of
the voservoir wher I state that it cost from 3, O()O tu 4 O()O Rupee‘ : tt: rmnmm tlxe
dszl mud hmn the bottmu. ‘ : S S

6. "The orig inal cost of the wm;er reservoirs  of Qolzjovemm, hlin the davs
at foreed labour, must hfwe been something enormous,  They am all lined w;th
ime}y cut-stone, and will remain lusting monuments, to a"il time, of the m;lwhwnw
anent of ihm dommmr in re gar r}, to one stnha} ﬂm moderm ﬁamtsmanﬂs are: all
agreed upon, the neces ity of a pum mul ahumlemf wumrnmppl ¥ f‘ur au ztgurmmtmn
of liwman bwng& i :

7. Aty lnte visit to (mmm emm, rm wmntmn wis eallad to tlw c»xa:«tcnc*u
of a bupphf ~channel lmchng, to these roservoirs from the nexg’hbuunng river, and
to the fuct that the masonry reservoirs, hoth within and without the temples, had
been devised on & umim m b\’ht‘{}lﬂ so thaxt t}x( vy mwht bﬁ r&*pleu;mhe& mmuu}}}
dmmg_, the rains, e O - i

% T i
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8, 1 took the ()pportumty of mspwtmn’ the channel in its wholc 1e,npgth.
The head-water comes off from a spring in the left bank of the Vagapatio river,
about five or gix miles to the west of the town. At the date of my visit, there had
heen no rain for some months. The river hed had no water visiblé in it, but the
spring in the side of the bank was yxddmg a fair supply, and the water of excel-
lent quality.  The channel and the spring head were mueh choked thh sand, as
‘1o attempts had been made to clean them out for many years past. The water

ﬁ o the spring, after flowing about a quarter of a mile, was lost in the sandy bed of

the channel,  The soil througlout the channel is a coarse grained yellow saud, ill-
adapted for the retention of wator; and, should it be desirable to secure a constant

Ny hupply for the town, it would be necessary to lay down & masonry channel or iron
pipes ‘m brmg; in the water. ~

‘But to fill the tanks within the town evc,ry year, an expenswe measure of,

this }\1 ﬂ(}.lh unnecessary. The channel requires cleaning out, and some urmngemen’cs
are needed to Leep the surface water of the cultivated lancls between the town and

river, from draining into the channel. The old masonry WOI‘kS, built with this view,.

- have becomo broken down and useless; but fora sum of Rupees 5,000, Mr. Ottman,
the Sub-E ‘nginee., of the Range (and an ex-officio member- of t;he Conjeveram

- Munxmpal (Jmmmssmn), estimates that the channel may be repmred so that an

~ample z:upply of water may he brought into the town year after year,

10, It is due to Mr. Ottman that T should mention that He has, smce the
l fm:mu,(wn of. the Commission, steadily urged the neeassity of thig Amportant work -

- upou his colleagues. ~ At the meeting I had with the Commissioners in July, the
subject was again pmsaod upon their notice ; and, although the necd of good water
was admitted Dy all present, it did not seem to me that there was much willingness

“manifested toltake any steps to establish the undoubted ught of the town to a fau‘ )

sharc, mf the water coming clown the channel. .

: “The reluctance to meddle with the quustmn, pmssxbly, ,nmy havc been
d ue tn Um fuct that a late Vuw?re%dent of the Municipal Commission, a Govern-

- mentofficial, held kmd.« (a family property) under a tank which received the water
that the town reservoirs had o lien upon ; but, whatever may have been, the reason -
of mm‘cmn fwa subject so vitally interesting to, the wwnspmplc, I have: recently &

learut thut no stops have hmn taken to restore the wat@r»-anpply to its formor |

efficiency, and that the nmtt(,:r remaing Juﬁt as it was Wlum the Mumcxpahty was
hrat formed,. : : 3 i
12, Conjeveram isnot an Qrdnmrv mumupal tawn. Tt is sml a4 very. lmly
mtv in ’&h{* estimation of all pious Hmdoom, and attraets thousands of plhmxm from
distant countrics. Tts charities are numerous,  These endowments provide food
'gLuh for ahout muhtv strangers of certain castes, while town mendieants ave gratui-
tously fod on eertuin occasions. - Its chuttrums or vost-houses afford aceommo-
dation fora very large nunther of strangers, - Everything, in fact, about the place
tends to encowrage religious mendicants and pmml} -disposed persons of the better
- clusses to visit ih(* towy 1ot only during the groat fostival in May, but durm«v
~all seasons of the vear.  This being the case, it tullm&w, a8 & natter of course; that
the pnpuia’cmn is. pm'ulmrly liable to the i invoads of upulmxm, disease, and th&t thie
town s a stmdmg source of danger to, the x»urrouudnw mmxtt y while its sani-
’mtwn is 50 bfxdl) cm‘ud for,: ~

this most ossentinl work, and that a strong opinion mw bo glvan a8 ﬁok tlm dut‘ '3

fouling of water goes on, especially in some of the Teservoirs within the temple
"enclosures, where tho Brahmins and pilgrims, not onh use the water for d1111L11xg, ;
‘but bathe and wash foul linen in the same water. :

k}*rom ’fIx'. B O’FTMA"\T Sub&ngmem Depc),rtmmt I’xﬂ:hc Vurka Nt}. 3 mee, hmglmuf f:.a e

“Pocket Mmmmndmn, No. f)&w of 2nd instant. 1 regret excecdingly the demy ﬂmt'}nw_ ac}cur ]

offiee, and only after hmp; %archmf* i hawe !md handq ;lwremx 40 g mmmtd but ,w now to dw B

drinking Mtw, :m«l tho masonry veservoirs, on which it so Eur'fc"i:g dvspmul in those mnntln« heing at
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13. Having consulted Mr, Oftman on the feasibiliby of restoring the water-

“supply, I beg to enelose his reply for the consideration of Government. It will ho

seen that the work is most easy of accomplishment, and the. cost, all things consi-

“dered, extremely moderate. I venture to hope that Government may, if nocessary,

sanction the borrowing of money by the \[ummpaht;y for the speedy execution of

of & Municipality in such matters. : .
14. I may remark, however, that it 38 not sufficient to brnm in a supply uf '

‘water to fill the tanks, but ﬂm’c means must he taken to pruscrm tlw pumty of the .

water after it is brought i
From my own obsorva’cums T can testify tothe fact tlmt a greab deal of

. .

14, All mamnry reservoirs, fed by rivers in flood, reqmre ocmsmml cleang- = -
ing; and, to preserve the public health in Conjeveram, it will be necessary to

arrange for the cleansing of the tanks as well as for ﬁ‘dmg them. ~Assomeof the .
i1'@\(,3'."\'011‘&, are under the manag ement of the custodians of tesmpic}b, it 1s 111(&111} P

eqsential that these functionaries should act in concert with the Municipality, both

:m the measures: needed for filling of the ‘mnk‘; and for tha couqelvatian 01 the water :

in them when they are full. : e :
‘ 16, I have the honom‘ tosnggest that ﬂm qumﬂcm of f;he rebtomtmn of the -

\mter-«mpply of the town be raf‘wrcd to the President of the Camrmmon foran
expression of the - views of the Commissioners as to their intentions in’ regard to

‘the project, and that the Collector of the district be requested to define tho share -
“of water which the town is entitled to receive. I would suggest, also, that the'
“condition of the masonry (muhmawxﬁnn the town be examined and repm‘tad ulmn

by the Sub- Engineer of the meﬁ, as they have pm}mblv frot, ohqtmcted thruuw lz

nmw years nf dmm&e.

oy

the hmutwy Comtissioner for: Madras, dated - “‘Io. dﬁ}&
T lmw the Tonowr to sxckmwludge roce xpt of your letter, No; 12 of ls!; Auvmt msxt 4y zﬁm your

in replying to your inguiries. The. umgumi papers containing my rmxgb notes’ w:aw

of fhwvfc'mw e S
S “As (mmmm}mwr exuofﬁum fur tha Mummmbtv, nu amm«:*r mm fmdv wad
mﬂ%@& to tuke up the g bers supply question,” - which - b wmz;dmwl;\m \ S
st interest itseH aboub; the tows sufforing yeverely i ‘the ﬂ,»y miouths 1“3. .£, T

Tidsion: ﬂhmdd Air

that time in a st fatid condition, giving out very phinoxious c&xlmhtmmg i‘rmu t}m hrg{* qu'mm:_\;

of organie puteid matter developed ou'the surface. , 8
3. 1 had previonsly heard that a very “aneient w m-r—mmﬂv wwtum” cmatmi fm' t!w tém n,

L 20

sl nmlr ap the qum‘y and wseertaine W that the m‘esmt “ Lalakal* chanuel, ~which cmuntes from: -~

H) mm o aprmw mtmw ol &iw haukd of the Vagav athy river, a.bcmt five miles ont of (‘un‘;m erin
o the west side, was the. source of wpply The spring being ou the bank and zmwgm of the Vaga-

patie viver, i b tmes m cummumwtmn mh ihfet river during Hoods, and. tlw river is m autii -
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}

out Mr. Ottman’s proposals. Th(a Coll@ctor mll also mqmre amd repmt concern-
~ ing the rights which the Shrotmyamdars referred to by Mr, Ottman, claim to i
' supply from the channel, and, if these rlghts aro real, will pomt out to the Shlo- P
1 : triyamdars that it ig- the1r interest to facilitate, by co-operation. and contmbu?
1 tions, the execution of the proposed works threby the channel will ,be endered}! .
1 ' L efﬁcmnt as a source of supply. Sl e
4 A grant of munieipal funds should Do at ” a,ﬂmgned tq emble L
‘Mr. Otﬁrimn to make the necossa;’y ‘ rehmmary exammatmu of the dlstmbntmn o
; b conduits. - The Range Officer and:the" Supermtendmg Enmneer w:ll be msﬁructed o
Fo | : ~ through tlie Publie“Works Depthmenb to give to ‘uhe (,om;mlsswners every»f i
‘ L R possible assmtance in the examination of the project and the preparation ancl;
Lo | o . revision of plans and estimates. “The Ranve Officer has already dlspla,yed com—
I ~ , mendable ‘intorest in the matter,
i £ | CTERE, Wxth regard $o the conservancy smd reo'ula,tmn of the use of f;he ta,nks, .
- the Government do not doubt that the Pagoda auth omtles W111 co- oporate Wlﬂl the
Comrmssmners, without the latter being dmven to use, i;he a.mple powers whlch they
pds&ess under the Act,

“I)amuly’l‘ank Y

,;‘“

(True Extra,ct) DE el B
| R s ELLIS

S S s i SO e e S

: To the Samtamy Commwswner e
‘,,‘ President ot the Munwp al C'{)m' it
Public’ Works Depa.rbmcm.
» Revenuo Departmeuf; -
Acaountmt-Genaral

in consxderatmn of tlw mtem&t whmdi the gﬁm
i) tmn af' Qmuwemm the Govm'nment Wﬂl
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