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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
29¢th March 1871.

No.131.  Read the following letter from the Officiating Protector of Emigrants,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras,

91st March 1871, No. 25-W, :—

I have the honour to forward, herewith, copy of a letter from the British Consular
Agent at Pondicherry, and a letter from the French Emigration Agent at that Port,
in original, regarding the arrival of ten coolies from Réunion who say they are
Bengalees and wish to get back to Bengal.

2. I shall be glad to receive orders how they are to be dealt with, and how the
cost of their maintenance, &c., is to be recovered.

3. I think that it would be a good plan if this Government were to move the
Colonial Office to instruct all Consular Agents in French Colonial Ports, to which
Indian emigrants repair and from which they return, that they should be carcful to
ascertain the Presidency to which each emigrant belongs, and to see cither that he
;s embarked in a ship going to his own Presidency, or, if he wishes to go on board a
ship bound to & different Presidency, that he be informed that he will have to find
Lis way back to his own, unless the Government of India or the Local Government
goe fit to make special provisions for dealing with such returnemigrants, and for
paying their expenses back to their own Presidencies.

4. There is nothing in the correspondence to show from what port in India
these men embarked. They may have embarked from Madras or Pondicherry in
gpite of their being Bengalees ; in proof of which I may mention that there isalad, at
this moment, in the Madras Emigration Deptt, who says he walked the whole way

from Muttra to Madras in order to go to the Mauritius.

No. 132. ORrpER THEREON, 29th March 1871, No. 413.

Before disposing of the letter, dated 21st instant, the Protector of Kmigrants
will obtain and submit, for the inspection of Government, the documents sent from
Réunion with the coolies embarked on the Efienne et Laurence. Depositions should
also be taken from the ten Bengalee coolies in question so as fo ascertain from
them the particulars as to the places in which they were recruited, and the port in
India at which they embarked for Réunion.

9. The Rules prescribed for the guidance of Consular Agents in the event of
Bengal coolies being landed at Pondicherry and Karikal are contained in Proceed-
ings of Government, dated 10th October 1870. The applicability of these Rules to
the ten coolies landed from the Etienne et Laurence can only be determined after the
inquiries above indicated and after a reference to Réunion ; but, in the meantime,
the Consular Agent at Pondicherry should be instructed to request the French
authorities to give effect to Rules 2 and 3, leaving the cost thereby involved to be
adjusted hereafter, should it appear, on reference to the authorities in Réunion, that
these coolies were recruited in the Madras Presidency, and embarked at a Madrag

Port.
(True Extract.)

Chicf Secretary.
To the Protector of Emigrantd,
Exd, J. Wright,
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