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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
18th March 1871,

No. 98. Read the following letter from the Officiating Secretary to the Govern-
ment of India, Home Department (Public), to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George, dated Fort William, 15th February 1871
No. 910:— ’

_ I am directed to forward, for the information of His Excellency the Governor

in Council, the accompanying copy of a Resolution recorded in this Department

under date the 2nd instant, in connexion with the appointment of a Director:

General of the Archwological Survey of India, and to invite the co-operation of

His Excellency in Council in the work that has been entrusted to Major-General

Cunningham,

2, T am at the same time to expres; a hope that that officer may be furnished
from time to time, with copies of any papers or reports that may now be on record,,
or may hereafter be received, bearing upon archeeological questions, as they would
materially assist in providing a substantial basis for future operations. I am toadd
that the Governor-General in Council would be glad if the enclosed Resolution
could be re-published in the local official Gazette, and if local officers and private
possessing any information in regard to, Indian

individuals interested in, or
¢ themselves in direct communication with

Archzology could be invited to plac
Major-General Cunningham.

Extract from the Proccedings of the Government of Ipdia in the Home Departmént (Public), under
date Fort Williawn, the 2nd F cbruary 1871, No. 649-50.

Read again the following correspondence OR the subject of the proposcd appointment of a Central
Agent for, or Director of, the Archwological Survey of India :—
ed 11th January 1870, No. 4.

Despatch from Secretary of State, dat
29th July ’s ,, 84,

124 to 2 LR )
Telegram from ' 15th October ,,
’s to v ,, st November ,,
Despatch from v ,, 24th November ,, No. 111,
RESOLUTION.

In accordance with instructions received from the Secretary of State, measures were initiated in
1867-68 for the conservation of old architectural structures, and for the exploration and systematia
record of the numerous valuable and intercsting memorials of the ancient civilization of Indic
that occur in so many parts of the country. As an experimental arrangement, four separate
parties were organized for Madras, Bombay, Bengal, and the Upper Provinces for taking casts and

Jgotographs of all important ancient buildings, the Department of Science and Art in Lond
ying undertaken to defray a portion of the expenses that might be incurred in securing authen;)’ <
desgiptions, as well as casts and photographs of ** the finest monuments of Indian Art.” N
In his Despateh, dated the 11th January 1870, reviewing the proceedings taken in this
mat by the Government of India since the commencement of the operations, and offering certain
sugg?tions in regard to the further prosecution of the work, the Secretary of State strongly urged
the nécessity of directing the researches in a gomewhat more systematic and deliberate manier
tharg}ad been attempted at the outset, and of concentrating the supervision of the entire system
in oﬂgdepartment, instead of leaving it, without control, to the management of different Chief:
under different Local Governments. The Governor-General in Council entirely concurred in ths
views expresged by, the Segretary of State as to the steps that should be taken for the canduc y
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)

gion that it would be impossible to attain the desired object without a central establishment to
collect the results of former investigations, and to direct and systematize the various efforts and
inquiries made by local bodies and private persons, as well as by Government itself.

3. In communicating the above opinion to the Duke of Argyll, it was stated that there was

no one so well qualified for supcrintending the operations as Major-General Cunningham, then in '

England; and that, if that gentleman would accept the post of Central Agent Director for a few
years, it would give an impulse to the study of archwology, and make the future working of the
scheme comparatively easy.

4. Major-General Cunningham has accepted the offer made by the Secretary of State, and
has now assumed charge of the appointment of Director-General of the Archzological Survey of
India. The Governor-General in Council, therefore, considers this a fitting time for deciding on
some fixed and definite syster of archaological research, which, being commenced on now, may be
steadily prosecuted, year by year, in such method as is likely to be productive of the most useful
results. . ‘
5. Although much has aircady been done by previous inquirers, still more yet remains to be
accomplished; for the efforts of private individuals, which are entirely dependent on opportunity
and inclination, are necessarily unconnected and desultory. What is now required is a complete.
gearch over the whole country, and a systematic record and description of all architectural and
other remaius that are remarkable _either for their antiquity, or their beauty, or their historical
interest.

6. 'To carry out these views, General Cunningham’s attention should be directed to two
principal objects,—first, to the preparation of a brief summary of the labours of former inquirers,
and of the results which have already been obtained. Much valuable information exists in the
researches and journals of the different Asiatic Socicties; but it is so scattered over several hundred
volumes, many of which are rare and expensive, that it is now practically accessible only in large
public Iibraries. A brief record of what has already been donc would save present inquirers the
he measurements and description of many of the finest monuments
in India. Secondly, to the preparation of a general scheme of systematic inquiry for the guidance
of o staff of Assistants in present and future rescarches. The scheme should indicate what .has
already been accomplished, and what still remains to be done. It ghould give clear ar‘xd detal}ed
instructions as to the nature apd amount of information, as well as to the style of illustration
It should also lay down the order in which these researches should
ompact groups all the places to be visited, so that as little

loss of much precious time in ¢

required for all known remains.
be followed up, by forming into different ¢

time as possible should be lost in travelling. -
7. A report of each year’s proceedings should be drawn up by General Cunningham, and

gubmitted before the commencement of the next year’s operations. This report need not be
accompanied by any detailed drawings or {llustrations, but it should indicate clearly the nature and
amount of work doge during the year, and chould state generally the value and importance of the
information acquired. The collation and arrangement of the materials contained in these annual
reports, with the results obtained by former or independent inquirers, will form another branch
of General Cunningham’s dutics. This work cannot be begun for some time, but the object ghould;
be kept steadily in view., It is, therefore, desirable that the efforts of some of the Assistant®
should at once be directed to the completion of our knowledge of the older remains of India, so that
the Archxological Survey may be able to publish a volume of Buddhist and other antiquities at an
early date. ’

8. General Cunningham should now be desired to submit, with the least possible delay, a
statement of the establishment which he proposes to entertain, together with a careful estimate of
its probable cost, and of all other expenses likely to be incurred, e.g., for photographs, ocasts,
excavations, &c., in connexion with the survey. This statement should include General Cunning-
ham’s own salary, and expenses of every kind to be incurred on accountfof the department, and

_* should be divided into two parts—the former referring to the current official year, 1870-71, and
* Wy latter to 1871-72. As regards the cstablishment to be entertained, although the services of
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Exd. J. Wright.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
18tk March 1871,

one or more European Assistants may prove indispensable, His Excellency desires that, so far as
possible, intelligent natives may be employed in, and trained fto, the work of photographing,
measuring, and surveying buildings, directing excavations and the like; while as regards decy-
phering inscriptions, it seems probable that natives may be found better qualified to do this work
than any European, whose services could be at present secured for such employment in the depart-
ment. ’

Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded to Major-General Cunningham for
information and guidance.
Ordered, also, that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded to the Financial Department

for information.
(True Extract.)

(Signed)  A. 0. HUME,
Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India.

Orper THEREON, 18th March 1871, No. 368.

Ordered that the foregoing letier and Resolution be published in the Foré Saint
George Gazelte, and communicated to the several Departments of the Secretariat,
9. The Government of Madras will do all in its power to co-operate in the
work which has been entrusted to General Cunningham.
3. Resolved

Publio Procs,, 20th Oct. 1867, Nos, 263.364. Pablio Procs., 18th Apr. 1868, Nos. 123154, .
fo Proce, 20th 0ot 1acs 18.14. ’ 1 that copies of the

0, 7th Jan., 1868, , Do, 18th Jupe ,, , 123-124.

Do. nd Dec. ,, 8-9. Do. 11th Avg. , » 61.62.

Do & July 1869, » _ 51-58. Do JothNov. . . 99100,  papers and books,
Do. 19th Ang. 5 1) 144.145. Do. 19th ,, 1869, » 117-118. s eciﬁ d - th
De. 2nd Apr, 1870, 5, 8.18, Do,  29th Sept. ,, 5 184-185, P © n e
Do-. 6th , s o  D9-6L Do. 29nd July 1868, ,, 138-139. margin. b £
Do. 1lthJume , o _ 61-64, Do. sth Feb. ,, ,  41-42. gin, pe 1or-

Do. 31st Oot. 228-228. Do. 2?1‘(1 Jan. 18692 ”, 118.119. .
Edcl. Procs., 16th Feb, ’,’, ',’, 95.26. Mannal of the Vizagapatam Dlsdtnct. warded to Major-

Do. 2lIstJul 24.25, Do. do. Madura . do. S .
Fincl. Procs., 2lstDeoy. 1867’: . 84.85. The Seven Pagodas by Mejor Carr (Folio General Cunnlng-

Do, 25“1 Feb. 1868' ” 97‘98. adition). ham.
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To Major-General W. R. Cunningham.
To the Revenue Department.

,, Military '
,, Public Works,,
Director of Public Instruction.
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Q. 0., 18th Marck 1871, No. 368.
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. Passing orders on Resolutien of the Government

“of India, regarding the appointment of a Divector-
General of Archxological Survey of India,
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Forr WILLIAM, the / February 1871.
Sir . g S
I aMm djrected to forward, for the informa ; na'of /444
£ e Ao, B Gprrrnm hin 4o ieylthe accompanying ‘copy

of a Resoluti{n. recorded in this epartmexit, under date the 2nd
instant, in connection with the appointment of a Director Geperal
of the Archmological Survey of India, and to invite the cdoperatién of #

e

e

: in the ,‘.Worl_: that has

been entrusted to Major-General Cunninghane. L
9. T am at the same time to express a hope that that officer

]

nav be furnished from time to time with copies of any papers or
{)rts that may now be on record, or may hereafter be reg"ﬁvedg :
ring upon archaeological questions, as they wpqld P?te;zu_y dssist
@ providing a substantial basis for ‘future operatiohs. “to ad

‘hat the Governor General in Council would be glad if the enclosed
Resolution could be re-published in the local official Gazetfe, and if
ocal officers and private individuals interested in, or possessing any
‘nformation in regard to, Indian Archzeology could be invited to place
hemselves in direct communication with Major-General Cunningham.

1 have the honor to be,
SIR,

Your most obedient Servant,

Lﬂ&‘/ / dcccece )

Offy. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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Extract from the Proceedings of the Government of Indja in the Home Departmemt
(Public) —under date Port William, the2 " 7oby Jasuary 1871.

READ again the following correspordence on the subject of the pro-
posed appointment of a Central Agent for or Director of the

Archeeological Survey of India:~—

Despatch from Secretary of State, No. % of 1870, dated 11th January.
to » No.84 ,, ,  29th July.
dated 15th October 1870.

o

Telegram from .
) to » dated 1st November |,
Despatch from ” No. 111 of 1870, dated 24th November.

RESOLUTION.

I accordance with instructions received from the Secretary of
State, measures were initiated in 1867-68 for the conservation of
old architectural structures, and for the exploration and systematic
record of the numerous valuable and interesting memorials of the
ancient civilization of India that occur in so many parts of the
country. As an experimental arrangement, four separate parties
were organized for Madras, Bombay, Bengal, and the Upper Pro-
vinces for taking casts and photographs of all important ancient
buildings, the Department of Science and Art in London having
s:ndertaken to defray a portion of the expenses that might be incurred
in securing authentic descriptions, as well as casts and photographs
of “the finest' monuments of Indian Art.”

9. In his despatch dated the 11th January 1870, reviewing the
proceedings taken in this matter by the Government of India since
the commencement of the operations, and offering certain suggestions
in regard to the further prosecution of the work, the Secretary of
State strongly urged the necessity of directing the researches in a
somewhat more systematic and deliberate manner than had been
attempted at -the outset, and of concentrating the supervision of the
entire system in one Department, instead of leaving it, without con-
trol, to the management of different Chiefs under different TLocal
Governments. The Governor ‘General in Council entirely concurred
in the views expressed by the Secretary of State as to the steps that
should be taken for the conduct of future researches. But after
mature eonsideration, His Excellency in Council came to the cop-
clusion that it would ‘be -impossible to attain the desired object
without a Central Establishment to collect the results of fori]ner
investigations, and to direct and systematize the various efforts
and enquiries made by local bodies and private persons, as well :as b
Government itself. i

3. In communicating the above opinion to the Duk '
it was stated that there was no one so well qualified for suge:ii é;%’ly 11
the operations as Major-General Cunningham, then in England; - ng
that, if that gentleman would aceept the post of ‘Central A ant
Dlrﬁctolr for a f;flzw _ 51;6&1'3, it would give an ‘impulse to the studé;rel;f
arch@eology, and make the f ing
tively eaq%ry e the future working of the scheme compara-



(2)

4. Major-General Cunningham has accepted the offer made by
the Secretary of State, and has now assumed charge of the appoint-
ment of Director General of the Archeeological Survey of India.
The Governor General in Council, therefore, considers this a fitting
time for deciding on some fixed and definite system of archaeological
research, which, being commenced on now, may be steadily prosecuted,
year by year, in such method asislikely to be productive of the
most useful results.

5. Although much has already been done by previous enquirers,
still more yet remains to be accomplished; for the efforts of private
individuals which are entirely dependent on opportunity and inclina-
tion, are necessarily unconnected and desultory. What is now required
is a complete search over the whole country, and a systematic record
and description of all architectural and other remains that are
remarkable either for their antiquity, or their beauty, or their historical
interest.

6. To carry. out these views General Cunningham’s attention
should be directed to two principal objects,—first, to the preparation
of a brief summary of the labours of former enquirers, and of the
results which have alrcady been obtained. Much valuable informa-
tion exists in the researches and journals of the different Asiatic
Societies; but it is so scattered over several hundred volumes, many
of which are rare and expensive, that it is now practically accessible
only in large public libraries. A brief record of what has already
been done would save present enquirers the loss of much precious
time in the measurements and description of many of the finest monu-
ments in India. Secondly, to the preparation of a general scheme of
systematic enquiry for the guidance of a staff of assistants in present
and future researches. The scheme should indicate what has already
been accomplished, and what still remains to be done. It should give
clear and detailed instructions as to the nature and amount of infor-
mation, as well as to the style of illustration required for all known
remains. It should also lay down the order in which these researches
should be followed up, by forming into different compact groups all
the places to be visited, so that as little time as possible should be lost
in travelling.

7. A report of each year’s proceedings should be drawn up by
General Cunningham, and submitted before the commencement of the
next year’s operations. This report nced not be accompanied by any
detailed drawings or illustrations, but it should indicate clearly the
nature and amount of work done during the year, and should state
gencrally the value and importance of the information acquired. The
collation and arrangement of the materials contained in these annual
reports, with the results obtained by former or independent enquirers,
will form another branch of General Cunningham’s duties. This work
cannot be begun for some time, but the object should be kept steadily
in view. It is, therefore, desirable that the cfforts of some of the
assistants should at once be directed to the completion of our know-
ledge of the older remains of India, so that the Archeological
Survey may be able to publish a volume of Buddhist and other
antiquities at an early date.

8. General Cunningham should now be desired to submit, with
the least possible delay, a statement of the establishment which he
proposes to entertain, together with a careful estimate of its probable
cost, and of all other expenses likely to be incurred, e. g., for photo-
graphs, casts, excavations, &ec., in connection with the survey. This
statement should include General Cunningham’s own salary, and
expenses of every kind to be incurred on account of the Department, and
should be divided into two parts—the former referring to the current
official year, 1870-71, and the latter to 1871-72. As regards the esta-
blishment to be cntertained, although the services of one or more

( 3)

European assistants may prove indispensable, His Excellency desires
that, so far as possible, intelligent Natives may be employed in, and
trained to, the work of photographing, measuring, and surveying
buildings, directing oxcavations and the like; ‘V]]I.IO as regarvds deey-
phering inseriptions, it scems probable that Natives may be found
better qualified to do'this work than any Euaropean, whose services
could be at present secured for such employment in the Departiment.

ORDERED, that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded to
Major General Cunningham for information and guidance.

Ordered also, that a copy of the above Resolution be forwarded
to the Financial Department for information.

(True Extract.)
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Offg. Secy. to the Govt. of India.
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