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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
114k January 1871,

No. 24, Read the following letter from the Avhnrr Civil Judge of Cuddalore, to
the Clicef Sceretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Cuaddalore,
14th May 1870, No. 13 o—

1 have the honour to forward, for the favourable consideration of Government,
the accompanying letter from the Distriet Moonsiff of Virdachellum, sugzesting the
desirability, and making ont a very g caod cuase, I couccive, as “to the necessity of
Distriet Moonsiffs being, equally with Registrars of Assurances, supplied mth a
copy of the Port S1. George Gazelte. U nless ordeved by the Government to circu
late the copy received by this Court, T could not think of doing so, as, after transit
through the post and free manipulation in the Courts of the four District Moonsiffs,
it could seareely be hoped that it would not be cousiderably damaged inappearance,
if not rendered unfit for filing aud binding; and, even were this done, the District
Moonsiffs would be no better uif than before, if, at any subsequent permd, a refer-
ence to the same, or any previous Gazette, should become necessary.

Trom the District Maonsiff of Virdachellum, to the Aeting Civil Judge of Cuddalore, dated Vu‘d'u-
chellom, .r_l)th Aprﬂ Lta 70,

1 heg to be excused for availing myself of thix opportunity to ‘En‘m:,a; to the untice of the Courd
the diffieulty and ineonvenicnce 0 which District-Moousifs, ns o clags of Jndictal Officdrs, are
frequently subjected from theiv ot heing supplied with weekly lssues of the Fort St. (feorge

Gozette, or the supplements thevoto_ which coneist ehiefly of aspiss-of. Aots

passied Ty the Joeal :
Legislative Conncil and the Council of the Goverriment of Tudia, and of vavious procesdings held
" Defore them in connexion therewith,

9 Disgtriet Moonsiffs, us other Judicial Officers, hinve to vefer to Stamp Acty and other Acts
daily, or, aball events, wove frequently than Deputy Collestors on general dubies and in charge of
Treasuries, Sub and Assistwnt Collectors, and Registrars of Assurances, whose duties ave, in a greab
measure, akin to those of a Iead Ministerial Officer of o Civil Cours. The Government have sdlowed
grabis to these Officers the Gazette and the supplement, swhich, a8 % periodical; beings them ail drafb
Bills und Reports, if auy, of Seluet Comuittess theveon, and vavions other px’«mwtimw held hefore
“the Couneil, and ultimatsly copies of Aots also iy time, - Phese Offfears, having h«s Grepsion to e
the Acts, are afforded wore facility in hing themselves acqnainted ”\‘mh thi previsiens theveof
than District Moonsifls, A perusal of the discussions of the Cannell on a Bl and Statements of
Objects and Reasons theveof is, 1oy upinion, shsoluloly nees saary to enable o Judicial Officer to
Bave o eorrect idea of fta provisions when i becomes Taw, sod this advantige ciunot be devived
excapt from the sappleiouts to the Pl S Cosoing Ly

r.h’:a Taed not, b greatin length, inpress
vt Moousils with the weeldy issucs of -

the Court with the neeessity and weetabiess of ;upm;s:iw
the Government Gageble,

smw

3. Within the 'i st bun yonrs abanp h W5 imu b six t WS T \pm’n sl mni TSGR Mi, u.i,!lfi‘*:

vavious pobly amendmont '&wh Baverhoen pass ad, Acts XEXXVL n{ lé"‘sud and X, of 1
operation somp meonths after they weee passed, wud thus the efiicars concerneld in the waforeomont
thereof had awmplo time to masber them 1 but the ease with the Acts gine ‘1:;'#1:«,'»3‘{1 vapits e,
hardly three wecks heing allowed to clapse hetween the dutes of their huug possed sopd the udes on
which they were deelared to toke effeets o o suel cases, . the juvaluable advantnge of fhe Fort B
Gearge Uaretle con b onee by estimuted, Dugstaih s drafe k Bills, &e, ,,}:mami“‘v' it, inthe.
shape of supploment, would hive &,mu o fiw ollivers rectiving the same. sy idea of the Acts m
* be passed,

G2 eaane doto
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4. ActXXVL of 1867 repealing S(,heduleB of Act X.of 1862, though declared by Government

® Appears from  the vecord of this

Au;fu.sh 1867,
nor did the Pistrict Court circulate to them one of two or three

cmpxea which it should have received with the Fort S, George Garctie. The Moonsiffs, having thus
been ignorant of the existence of an important Act aﬁcct«mg 'md euha,ncmo* the- Judlcml taxation,

continued to recoive pmn’tq and. petitions on staxnpod papers: of less valtte, ag allowed by Act X.of |

1862, Schedule B, Before the receipt of copies of thonew Act ahove reiem‘ed to, several suits should

have been amicably *ul‘matud or withdrawn, thusrendering o loss of revenue to the State, the Courts:

having had no power; in such cascs, to realize the difference of sbamp duties. between the new and the

old Act. ~ Sowe suits should have Theen rejected owing to the inability of parties to- deposit’ such ‘
difference, which, in many eases; was paid with great reluctance. From these facts, the Court may . ‘

estimate the amonnt of hardship which the people were put 1o on-gne side, and the loss of wvcmm
which the Government suffered on the othier. All these liave originated from the officers entrusted

with the administration of justice not having been tnnely suppheé Wwith capm ‘of Acts which thcy g

. should have heen supposed to enforce,

5. The Court Fees” Act VIT, of 1870, ‘which r(,cclvcd the aasent of Ihs Lxcdlency the Grovornor- -

Genm"ﬂ on the 11th Mareli 1870, is declared by Section 1 to come into force from the 1st instant,

and T am sorey to aubmit that District Moonsiffs, the performance of whose daily work requires a -

thorough mastery of its provisions, have not as yet, though this is the "ath day of the month, heen

far*xr«lml with (mymf; of the Act, while Sub-Collectors and Deputy Coll(,utor S 0D g,encml duties and:
in charge of Treasuries, and Regisbrars of Assurauces, have Tegeived them in time with the Govern- '
ment Cazette, A District Moonsiff hag to refor ﬂmly to wcn) &%f:mn of the A, a8 some smts of -

different descriptions have to he brought to the vegister every day. He is'not. only to acquaint
Iimself with the provisions of the Ad hut also, @t the sacrifice of- hig Vi

1-¢t’1mm of Acts behng ordinovily sent somoe months aftor they take effect. -
6 Clisg b, Heetion 7, paragrephs o, 0, ¢, and o, and several alher subordmaf;e cl*msus

- preseribe varions mades of valuing suits for maintenance; for land paying revenuo to Govornment and
o dnam fands, suits by o mortgigee to foreclose o mortgage, and suits to aetkzxside an at{iz‘zéhincﬁt &6y ‘
: daﬁwrm‘r from those adopted woder the old Jaw, The Bchedule TL provides for payment of fixed fees :
ot wmzm suitsirrospoctive of the value of the snbjeet-matter thereof, and Schedule 1., Articles 2
: uml 3, repeal the old wmode of eal uxl.atm'f stitution  fees on possessory: actions and smt% on
- epee wiva*nwinmi fi »tmmmtvx and, above all, the At does not allow to pavties refund ccrhﬁeatcs ~
i e mzmmhl ; .td usbod, 5o wueh of Section 98 of Act VIIT, of 1839 as relates fo the same, and -
o+ Seetion 26 of Act X of 1862 being repealed. - Tt would be unfair to expoct & District “\Iaonmﬂ‘ to -
- paaster the varlous prov isiomy above stabad and by ready to give full effuct to them nll from the date
Cthatit Wikl Howed € hein fm’ff(‘ whilehe isnot xn]qumx of atTeast a mpy of the Act until twonty« S
five days after that date, ali thotigh he ‘mgy not have, ay the ather officcra above named, the invaluable L
hv emuedvirnm f&*wmu;s: tlw obj mt‘s and reasons fJf’ ﬁm Acf; anid- nlsu tht, varwus L
Rome "ﬁmm,t
~Hyar tors, mmh a8 ‘the I)mtmt Mcmnszﬁ‘ of ey
120 mites and more from tho head-quarters,

‘ ﬂth"mmzﬁﬁ m :

: : ﬁznugl;tj 1) mtm&twc\msm ﬂw ﬂ]rl hw :
' w ms ay fmm ftiw hes
Vattiot, which is s:tbmu
Aut X kH” of \Mh' !wm;b, rupmﬂad Now, the Court.canuot beliove,

,.mﬁiezg.;;s.l in tlw { uuu!m‘u
amay he in wbler iguoraes of

and it eannot bave any proper grownd upon which to base its supposition, that all the Moonsiffs in bho . o
dstenen of the (,mnt Fops’ ,M a.ud act up to its lwmmmue from tlw 1st i
nstant.  Coples of draft vales fssued Yy the TTigh Cuuit under Soetion 20, and circulated by the :
Disteiet Cowd to the Disteict Movusiffs for tlhely &ﬁmrmtmm and sngy vestions, have, jmhzim

T beliave, given them some idea of an Act of that name being passed ;. ‘hut I doubt whether the
Bloonsiflk, whe Lave not scen i:}m j!wi St George: C’mcz‘z‘e, Lxmw of its prmsxom zmd tha faei; ef 11;3 o

distict aio aware of the es

z “mew w:m mto ferp,

to tuke effect from 1st May 1867, copies of the Act* had never been
office te have been received dn  furnished to Dmrlct Moousiffs until six weeks after the gaid date,

iable time: (which eould .
be more nsefully employedy, to take the trouble of explaining them: to his Head Gaomastah, who
- Apesnot understand Buglish, aid put Lim in the way just ke n fsuh«mlma%cl vei’nacular trang-

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public. Department,
11tk January 1871,

7. As T am o subscriber to the Fort St George Gazette, T am glad to state that T received
copies of the Acts in time, andalso of the Reports of the Solect Committee and the discnssions in the
Couneil thereon from the time that it was a Bill before them ; but I regret T myself have to hear a
charge of 18 Rupees per annum in the shape of subseription to it, while its usefulness is confined
only to the performance of my office duties, and for which the (wvermuent, I congider, are bqund to
supply the same gratis, N e

8, Tt'may be remarked that to .\;uppl) this wﬂ:h its supplement to about 115 Moonsiffs in this :
Pregidency wonld add to the expense of the State, while it ztII’(.“l(l) labours wnder Gnancial difficl-
ties. Ibeg to submit to the Court that the transmission of copies of Acts when too late may be
discontinned, and that the cost of such copies would more or less cover the cost of the Guzette and
the supplement, or be less than the cost of forwarding supplements alone. '

9. Under these circumstances, I request that the Court may he pleased to suggest to Govern-
ment the necessity and expediency of supplying District Moonsiffs with the weekly issues of the
Government Gazette gratis, or allowing the cost of getbing them heing ehzwged for in their
wmonthly contingent bills. : :

10.  Should the Court be unwilling to make any such recommend%tlon to Government, in
consideration of the present financial crisis, I vespectfully snguest that the issne of the Gazette it
Teceives weekly be cirenlated tﬁ the Distriet Moonsiffs for their information. |

No.25. Orma THEREOY, ch Jalmary 187 1, No. 34.
The Government are of opinion that it is unnecessary to supply the I’uri S a‘.*
Gleorge Gazelte to District Moonsiffs, ‘
9, At the same time they admit that the Acts of the Government of- Indxa and
the Tocal Government should be placed in the hands of J udicial Officers more:
spccdlly than, apparently, is the case under. the arrangements now in force.

3. At present, Acts pubhalmd in the Gazette of Indin are nnmcchatdy A

m~prmted and circulated as hupplements to the Fort St Geory ge Guzette; but the
copies struck off are only suflicient for that purpose, and for supplying Executive.
Officers. The Acts are not furnished to Judicial Officers until the receipt of asupply
of capxeq from the Lomslatnm Dc,pa,rtumnt of the (,rovernment of India.

“ Tho additional cost of striking off, at once; at the Grovernment: Press, GOplCS 5

sufﬁumt f’or all ofﬁ(,erh in the Presxdcucy, would be trxﬂmﬂ‘ i the e‘ztmmc, probably 1 o

less than the expense now incurred in forwarding the @upply from Caleutta,

5. The Government, thercfore, divect that, from 1st January 1871, at 10ﬁfaf3 L

1800 copics of every Act, instead of 1420, be struck off at the Government Press ;
and, further, that the 230 coples i mi(,ndud for Judicial Officers, snd hltherto sent to
the High Court for distribution, be dti&pdfwhbd direet from the Govermnent‘. Pross.
The Acting Registrar of the igh Court will be good enough to furnmh to the
Supermtand(»nt of the Press a distribution list,

6 The Government of Indm will be requestud to dwconﬁmue thca Suppiy; uf": e
; copms of Acts to this }?mmdmwy

(Trﬁe Z{wtmct )

R L e - Chief Secretary.
To the Supervisor, Government l’res;‘s.f ; S

" Registrar; High Court.
R " Legxslmvc Depmmmt.‘

Exd 7, ngh&, Iy




Ponuie DEPARTMENT.

. _ No, 85,
Frou
Tan Hox. BR. 8. ELLIS, .3,
i ‘ Chief Searetary to the Government of Fort Suint George, '
To :
THII SELRETARY 0 THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
. LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT,
B,

Tam chrected to request that from January 1st, 1871, the supply to the Govern-
ment of Madras of 250 copies of Acts of the Council of the Governor-General for
making Laws and Regulations may be stopped.

9. At present, as soon as an Act appears in the Guzetle of Indic, 1400 copies
are printed in the Government Pxess here for distribution, as a Supplement to the
Fort Suint George Gazette, and to Executive Officers. No copios are available for
Judicial Officers (the Grazette is sont to Civil Judges only) until the 250 copies are

 received from the Government of India, and this arrangement is productive of much

delay and inconvenience.

3. The additional cost of striking extra coples at the Government Press{will
bo vory trifling, probably less than the expense of sending the copies from Oalcutta ;
and it has, therefore, been resolved to print here the full number of copies requlred
for distribution in this Presidency. The supply from the Government of India i,
therefore, no longer necessary.

I have the honour to be,
Forr Saivt GEORGE, Sir,
11tk January 1871, Your most obedient servant,

Oief Seeretary,

Exd, 3, Wright,
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