


Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
11th January 1871.

No.18.  Read the following letter from W. MACKENZIE, Isq., mp, 8.5,
Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George, dated Ifort Saint George, 215t December
1870, No. 819 :—

I have the honour to report, for the information of Government, that upwards
of a year ago Mr. Broughton, the Government Quinologist, forwarded to me, for trial -

in the hospitals of this Presidency, a preparation of the Neilglierry Plantation
Cinchonas, which, as it contains the several allkaloids in the exact proportions in

‘which they occur naturally in the bark and is casily prepared, he suggested might -

b found a cheap and efficient substitute for English quinine. : o
; 5 With the view of subjecting its febrifuge power to the severest test,
T selected, at the outset, for experimental trial, the notoriously feverish stations of
Goodaloor and Luckady, in Wynaad ; Russelcondah, in the Northern Circars; and
‘Doomagoodium, in the Upper Godavery; and the results have been so favourable
‘that I consider I may now bring the preparation to the notice of Government, with
full confidence in its efficacy as a remedy in malarious fever, scarcely, if at all, inferior
_to quinine.. R SR DT B T
8, Five hundfed and thirteen cases, some of which were of asevere remittent
form, have been treated with this remedy with a success such as might have been

expected from ordinary quinine. The average time each patient was under treat-

ment was only 48 days, and the ayerage total quantity of the drug used in. ;e:ti.g‘h‘;k

case amounted to but forty-three grains.

4, Mr. Wade, an intelligent and careful observer, who had previously :

conducted similar experiments with the salts of cinchonine, cinchonidine, and
~quinidine, was entrusted with the duty of testing the new remedy at Goodaloor,
~and be sums up his experience of it by stating that, although he does not consider
- it fully equal in strength to quinine, and rather ‘more apt in large doses to cause
vomiting or looseness of the bowels, still ho entertains a high opinion of ifs antipe-
riodic power, He reports that, amongst the eighty cases treated by him, there were
“many old patients who had previously suffered from fever, with usually a small
¢ atonic pulse, weak habit of body, flabby tongue, torpid liver, and enlarged spleen.

¢ These were gonerally ~maciated, and with a tendency to anasarcous cffusion.” -
Making these complications into account, the results at Goodaloor appear to me to

bo very satisfactory.

5. Assistant Surgeon Hazlett, who conducted the trials at I)aomagcmd‘ium,"
‘makes the following remarks regarding his experience of the value of the drug i~
In comparing the officacy of the amorphous alkaloid with quinine, from
“ fifteen to twenty grains of the latter have usually been found sufficient here to
“ prevent a return of the paroxysm in uncomplicated cases of intermittent fever; but

“ip the sixty-six cases of quotidian, which were treated with the alkaloid, thereare
¢ only sixteen in which twenty grains and less were sufficient for the same purpose,

“and, in the remainder of the cases, the amount given in each ranged from twenty

“ 4o seventy-two grains; but amongst these wero soveral severe éases which would

- probably have required considerably more than twenty grains of quinine -

% Tyking everything into consideration, I consider the amorphous alkaloid s~ -
nd it possesses the

every little inferior in “gntiperiodic qualities fo quinine,
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“advantage of much less frequently or violently causing headache or giddiness,
“ although it has a tendency to cause nausea, and, in occasional cases, it acts as a
“ purgative.”
6. Assistant Apothecary Kemp reports as follows from Russelcondah :—¢ The
“ general results relative to the amorphous precipitated alkaloid are in its favour,
““as a serviceable and good antiperiodic, equal to quinine, without the attending
“inconveniencies which accompany the administration of the sulphate’ (of quinine).
7. Subsequently, I requested Dr. Scudder, at Arcot, to be good enough to give
the remedy a fair trial in his dlspensary plactwe and he has repor ted as follows
regarding the results—
i, “In all cases in which I have used it, I have found it a specific for the
““ different forms of malarious fevers, quite as much so as the quinee sulphas.
ii, “ The quantity of the amorphous quinine 1equ1res to be somewhat
“larger than that of the sulphate, in order to produce the same result.

1ii. < “TIt requires abouf the same amount of amd to dissolve it, but does

‘ not dissolve as speedily as the sulphate.. ,
0 ive “In ehrowde cases of fever I prefer small doscs frequen’uly repeated in
o combmatwn with dilute sulphurlc acid and infusion of chir etta, to large doses.
(& “In geute cases zmti recent, I prefer large doses without acid. >
i'v.' “«Ip my hands so far the amorphous ‘quinine has been successful.
AR X mxy case has peldecl to thh I 'was able to pay proper attention, that is,

©“eyery case in which the patient has strictly followed instructions, and every case
* that has ocourred in hospital, T am, therefore, btrongly in favour of using it in-

“ the place of the sulphate, as far as pu&slble ?

8. Tie preparation may be most conveniently administered in the same dose
and in precisely the same manner as the sulphate of quinine, viz., by d1ssolv1ng it in
water with the aid of a little dilute sulphuric acid. It may also be given in the
form of powder alone, or mixed with any tsonvament vchmle; ox dlffused through

water, :

9, In a prmmus commuumatxon to Guvernmeut margmally noted I have

Tettor, Yo, 319, of 20k Auzash 1969, stated that Mr Brourrhmn estlmated that, When the

el  Procositings of Government, Xo, 1415, N(_,ﬂcrherr ”'111 f in "
o) ry Cinchona p fons were in full bearing,

“they would be ‘capable of ymldmg about 1300 Ibs.

d«nhually of ﬁhlb pmp'u&tmn, and that the cost of it, if the manufmtum were
emuhmtml on a large seale and on the planmtmns tiu,mmzh*m wcmld cvcntuully :

be reduced to o minimum of from 8 m 11 Armm&

10, During the last five )c,aw ‘the ¢ anmml uwmg,(n,m)mumpﬁwn mf T mgniwhw‘ ‘
made quining and other ¢inchona a lkaloids in tlm I’mauiﬂm} has been marly 400

Ibs.,, and past esperience leads me to anticipate s gradual yearly increase in

futum The cost of 400 Ibs., at the medium price of Rupees 2-0-9 per ounce, lias

been Rupees 16, iOG whereas the cost of the same quantity of Mr. Broughton’s

preparation; oven at the higher figure of 11 Annas per ounce, would only be

Rupees 4,400, making a chff'mcnm, of Rupees 12,000, Presuming, then, that but
200 Ibs. of the annual expenditure would consist of tho amorphous alkaloid, there
would still be a saving to Government to the extent of Rupees 6,000,

N
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11, The therapeutic value of the remedy has heen brought to the notice of the
medical profession through the medium of the Maudras Medical Journal, and I am of
opinion that it might now be very advantageously introduced, as a regular supply,
into dispensary practice, and thereby conmderably diminish the cost to Government
of the more expensive quinine.

12. I would, also, respectfully recommend that an attempt may be made to
acquaint the natives of the country with its efficacy, in fever, so that they may be
induced to provide themselves with an indigenous febrifuge, so cheap as o be within
the reach of the poorest classes. With the view of effecting so desirable a result,
I would suggest that supplies of the preparation be issued from the Medical Stores
to Collectors in the more feverish districts of the Presidency, partly for gratuitous
distribution, and partly for experimental sale. '

13.  Further trials of the remedy are still in progress in different parts of the

" Presidency, and the results will, in- due course, be communicated for the inform-

atxor.x of Government,

No. 19. - Onrper TaEREON, 11th January 1871, No. 29..

The Government have received, with much satisfaction, the report submltted”
by the Inspector-Greneral, Indian Medmal Department, on the successful results -

obtained in the experiments made for testing the thempeutm value of amorplious
‘ qumme They concur with Dr. Mackenzie in the opinion that the amorphous

quinine may, with advanta"a, be introduced as a regular supply to dispeusaries.

2. Dr. Mackensie’s suggestion that supplies of this preparation be issued to -

Collectors in the more foverish districts of the Presidency, partly for gratmtous .

dlstmbutlon, and partly for experimental sale, is approved. ‘
(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Inspector-General, Tndian Mulxco,l ’.Departmenh, N
. Revenue Department, -

To all Collectors. P

To the Examiner, Medical Accounts.

Exd. J. Wright.




- %5(' M@‘ @%{&dfﬁgﬁ/

- -3
a,

PROCEEDINGS of the MAD }\’AS GOVIJI?NML’N

Rmd the followmg letter -

I

_ .f
&? ,'gg:; g"cf‘m(f 4!,« Aﬁf‘*ﬂ' ’




e

’//I‘? /4‘”/(»5

s
7, ‘ «
/{ ’,/‘g';/z/ Cl ALl A A x 2 v AT,

: /AZ("/C«‘L/),A#, '
/:‘c / ,J//KW( me»f /?/

ff/ﬂ La w(”{wqw /éf / / mw,.c( ()

| &*"

/ » h[‘:w’“« - “
wAle g ¥ Lk e

P ;‘;‘,, K ot

AL /#44:40,&.-&'

/ 7

f_.({“ £

...,4,‘....“ s

,gwf,: Wi &4%/ e

,/4’*(//'“ M”f AT A1 /:’{/u[..w /:c: /{xf/z-’

,,,,,

a’%d/ ﬁ 1. /0 /./:*Zm}* é&%&wﬁ S

M’;‘y £ ,m@&/"/{ﬂzfﬂf’:nﬁ w./.n{l

l"“'r -C"ﬁ‘"é" il kgl

5}#/ !;w”f P ;31‘
w b

L n"f g r‘ g

ot

i "
o P ente ™ P it g

‘:’:}' .



Gt iisy

} Bladus.




	010001
	010002
	010003
	010004
	010005
	010006

