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ADRAS RECORD OFFICE.

Government of Madras.

DEPARTMENT.




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
1st March 1871.

No. 21. Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel F. APPLEGATH,
33rd Regiment, M. N. I, on special duty, to the Chief* Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George, dated Bezwarah, 4th February 1871 :—

I have the honour to acknowledge your telegram received last evening, aid

have by this day’s post despatched to your address a packet of the coal, paid

and registered. :
= 2. This coal, the quality, of which I think there can be no doubt about,
Would be a very valuable acquisition, if found in any quantity either in the
Kistna District or its vicinity; The man who brought the coal stated to the
Jemadar of Sappers that the seam of coal was near his village. He also offered to
pdi_nt it out to me if I would guarantee him Rupees 3,000, which I considered

very high terms, and, moreover, I had no power or authority to do so; but I agreed -

to recofiihend him to receive Rupees 1,000, provided e pointed out a satisfactory
‘seam of éoal. He was not, however, content with this arrangement.

3., Fortunately, one of the Sapper Privates recognized the man, and knows
his housg and village; so I took the responsibility of at once despatching the
- Jemadar, the Sapper Private, who knows the village, and a few other Sappers to

_examine the locality and bring a repert of their proceedings with ss little delay as

“pacticable. R
73 4. Theman cameon to Bezwarah, and I here endeavoured to draw up an agree
mant with him on stamped paper, placing: him under a penalty i(tho ipxpaiucs of

the march of the Sappers, Rupees 50) if he failed to-point out a seam ‘of coal. "To thir
he agreed, and the arrangement only fell through when he found that I had no
authority to give him the money he wanted, even provided the seani of coal was

proved to be satisfactory. - |
5. This man, I am convinced, does know.of a seam of coal near his village,

and it is very probable that other villagers are also acquainted with the fact. The
explorations of the Sappers will, I hope, be attended with good results, which I will
immediately communicate to you either by letter or telegram. . . -

No. 22. OrpER THEREON, 1st March 1871, No. 264.
Ordered that the following telegram be despatched to Colonel Applegath :—
“Your letter 4th February. Native villager’s specimens pronounced coal.
Government authorize offer of 1,000 Rupees to be paid for indications leading te

discovery of seam of coal. Money payable on coal being found.”
(True Extract.)

R. S. ELLIS,
Clief Seer.

Exd. J. H. Burnd,
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