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Proceedings of ' the Madras Government, Public Department,
1st March 1871,

Read the fo_ll.owing papers :— ;
No. 1. . Translation of a letter from His Excellency the Governor of the I rench

Settlements in India,to His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor

of the Presidency of Fort Saint George, dated Pondicherry, 14th February
1871, No. 3. . :

< T have the honour to confirm the following telegram which I have addxeﬁﬂm  fo

your Excellency :—

“The Collector of Coimbatore refuses to pass coolies, unless two months’ advance
“is paid them in his presence. Thisis not according to rule. Beso good as to give
«orders in view to the removal of these difficultics, which obstruct our recruitment.’’

2. 1shall be very thankful to you if you will have the goodness to direct that
the difficulties raised by the Collector of Coimbatore, but not based on any of the
rules in force, may be removed as early as possible. Our Emigration Azeney are at
this moment engaged in recruiting a batch, which must be realy by the 15th
March next—a fatal delay fixed by the International Convention. The ohstructions
which are now placed in the way of their recruiting operations may bo the source
of serious losses.

" P.S.—These difficulties tend to neutralize the intention of the International
Convention as regards our recruiting operations. I have ceased to refer to it under |
-,'_t,h‘e"lnyd‘t*aﬂ@;miﬂheégdmvinistration of your Excellency.

———

No.2.  From the Acting Magistrate of Coimbatore, to the Chief Secr
" Government, Fort Saint George, dated Coimbatore, 15th February 1871,
No. 8.

I have the honour to state, for the information of Government, that, on the 13th
instant, seventeen persons (twelve male and five female) were brought up to this
office by No. 7 Maistry, Rungaswamy, to be passed as emigrants for Réunion and
Guadaloupe. :

' 2. On asking the intending emigrants whether they fully understood the
conditions on which they were going to leave their country, it came out that the :
" Maistry had told them that all the adult males would receive Rupees 5 per mensem
a8 wages, and the same amount monthly as batta, and that the women were to receive
Rupees 4 wages and Rupees 4 batta.
3. As the “livret d’engagement” produced by the Maistry merely specifies
1that coolies, male and female, emigrating tothe French Colonies, will receive Rupees 5
and Rupees 4, respectively, as wages, and is altf)gether silent as to “ batta,” I called
upon the Maistry to state under what auth?ﬂty he had made‘these promises, and, -
handing him the ¢ livret d’engagement” which he had })rought with him, and which.
is printed in French, English, and Tamil, I asked him to point out where such
femuneration was guaranteed. I then discovered that the man could not ygad-or
ite any language, so that it was @ perfect farcg peing fuy
jelt for his guidance. In self-defent £
giized by the ‘ thorai” at Pondicherry
refeﬁbafawﬁe French Emigration Agentgf
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4. The “livret d'engagement” mentions the rate of pay, and speciﬁcal.ly states
that gratutitous rations will be issued up to the time of the emigrants reaching their
destination. On arrival, a certain minimum scale of rations is laid down; bu.t, as all
mention of their gratuitous issue is avoided, the natural inference is that :chelr‘v?lue .

is intended to be deducted from the monthly pay of tho cruigrants. boncgl:;ng, J
 thereforc, that the ignorant Mulstry who produced the coolies had engage ‘bein#
under false pretences, I declined to pass them, and had }nstructed my Assistant, 1('1
Underwood, to draft a letter to Government, reporting tht.a cn'cum.sts.mcet an
requesting instructions. The draft was prepared ; but, bef(?re ts Su:mlszlorponrgs
for approval, I received the following telegram from the Emigration Agent at Po
cherry:—

‘“ Informed of your objection registering coolics against rules. Goverr;m:}rllt
“rules compel me to despatch that last ship before 1§th March, anhd to gagi ](l)ltie(:
‘“ ship hundred and thirty Rupees for every cooly Wan.tmg. If yout roIW i t ct ties
‘“in the way, impossible to do so. Should you persist, sorry to say,mlpro e; nd
‘render you liable for any delay and indemnity to be paid. Answer telegraph p
“ paid.” ’

As a matter of courtesy, I replied to it as follows :—

“The Maistry has told coolies they are tf) receive five Rupees per mensem i’;y
‘“and five Rupees batta. Nothing about batta in book of engagement. Remove this
« ”
tests with the Government to decide whether I.acted r?ghtly under the
circunig ances stated in refusing to pass the ex;migrants on this oceasion, an(ili whethei;
the French Emigration Agent was justified in addre§s3ng me as he ha:]-. one.f -
there has been any mistake, it is owing to Wa:nt of.expthtness in the wording 1(;) .
“livret d'engagement.” If coolies, on arrival m.the French Colonies, ;,c 1:a (51’
receive Rupees 5 in cash and Rupees 5 worth of rations monthly, I c‘;ln unders ;"
' their being tempted to emigrate; but, if the l.atter are deducted from their pay, they
‘can command a higher rate of remuneration in their own country.

6. As from the French Emigration Agent’s telegram it appears that important
interests are involved, I request that instructions may be sent to me through the

- same medium.

7. The Maistry’s ¢ livret dengagement” is forwarded, herewith, for reference.
I reql;est that it may be returned when no longer required.

No. 2-A To His Excellency M. BONTEMPS, Governor of the French Settle-
e ments in India, dated Fort Saint George, 1st March 1871, No. 252,

In reply to your Excellency’s letter and telegram of the 14th ultimo, I have the

honour to forward,for your information, extracts® from g
letter from the Acting Magistrate of Coimbatore.
2. It will be seen that that Officer, whose duty it was to ascertain whether the
= = e i led d understandi
coalies hag . gtel‘ed “ponf holkeneagement with a full knowledge and unders anding

* Paragraphs 1—4.

-4 thov worlkiuhe i hension in an important partic-
. s. ¥ 4l etﬁey " r 8 misappre ! ) ;

0{ - ti(;rmt';;at ih‘ey were to receive, fgaddition to their wages, a subsistence allow-

uiar, viz., : %

ance of Rupees five per mensem, and gting Magistrate, therefore, dgtained them,
£

4
ot

e it~ FY S A S
T - - 3 -

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
1st March 1871.

3. I request your Excellency’s attention to the facts noticed by the Acting
Magistrate, as to the want of explicitness in the wording of the ¢ livret d’engage-
istry, and the ignorance of that individual, which
for the proper discharge of his functions. Your
With me that *~i» advisable that measures should be
f difficulties, sucu as have occurred in the case under
definition of the engagement in the instructions
he employment in that capacity of men possessing

apparently rendered him unfit
Excellency will, doubtless, agree
taken to prevent the recurrence o
- discussion, by a more accurate

furnished to recruiters, and by t
some education,

-

4. Your Excellency has already been informed by telegréph that the Acting

Magistrate of Coimbatore had, on receipt of further information, permitted the coolies
to proceed to their destination.

Accept Sir, &c.,
(Signed) NAPIER,

Exq, J.H, Burng,
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