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ment,

No, 79. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Com-
migsion, Coimbatore, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Baint
George, dated Coimbatore, 9th January 1871, No. 1:—

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the Order of Government, duted
991d November, No. 1511, commending the report of the Sanitary Commissioner
on the state of the town to the consideration of the Municipal Commissioners, and
to inform you that it was Jaid before them, at a general meeting, when a vote thanks
was unanimously passed to Dr. Cornish for the valuable suggestions offered by him,
and T was requested to pub mysolf in communication with you, in view tu ascertain-
ing how far the Government would be prepared to assist the Commissioners in carrry-
ing them out.

9. The defects to which Dr. Cornish draws attention are —

(1,) The disposal of the town sewage;

(2,) The water supply of the town;

(3,) The privies in private houses;

(4.) The disposal of town sweepings;

(5,) The condition of the villages adjoining the railway station at,
Pothanore as bearing on the health of the townspeople and
the community in general, '

5. As will be seen from Dr. Cornish’s letter, the 1st, 2nd, 8vd, and 4th pointa
ave all intimately conmected. At present all the sewage of the town finds its way’
‘nto the ¢ Periacolum” or big tank, whenece, for the seven months or so during which
it 18 full, the townspeople derive their supply of soft waber for domestic purposes.
For the remaining months of the year they are &Qpeﬂdent on the wells in the town,
which, as pointed oub by the Sanitary Commissioner, are affocted by the water level
in the tank and the disgusting cess-pits in the backyards of private houses. -

4. Thie water of the (oimbatore wells being from excess of lime and intrates
what is popularly known as ‘¢ hard,” itis not swprising that the vesidents should
resort largely to the tanks pordering on the town for a supply so long as it lasts.
Though derived pure from its source, the Noyel rive:'r which ri&:es in the Dolman-
putty valley, the reservoir above alluded to ns the Periacolum or big tank is, as a
matter of course, very soon polluted by tho town drainage which there finds its
natural outlet.  This tank, through culverts ander the road leading to Palghaut
and Pothanore, discharges its surplus water, contaminated as ahove. described, into
o lower rescryoir known as the ¢ Valan Colum.” A yough sketeh 1s enclosed which
will serve to illustrate the position of the two tanks.

5, Tho project, coferred to in paragraph 4 of Dr. Cornish’s letter, has been up

. before Government ‘some Liatf-a-dozen
{63 0, No. 1177, 0f Gl June 1800, end Me. Frager's lotler, R ) ’ ) ) .

No. 7, of seh Muy 1860, tunes dur.mg the lastteny ears, I note in

b 83i\':'xls;f}ﬁ,'Jl‘t-zlsﬁ}l,fl:\.y” . the margin the papers relating to the sub-
0 i?) e, (’,E;Hi T)‘Z‘:’ff}lﬂhiu,b” I Seet, but all necossary il‘)fC)rrnatic)n will be
0 N, o 1866, with Mr, Fraser's foand embodied in the. Proceedings of
((1(1()!1);“1311;;1:‘“2“* ik et 1 ey Government, Ju dieia} Department, under.
1802, date the Tth March 1866, No. 344... One
dosubt appears now o bo removed, There has been a vast amount of (‘:‘(n'r'gsp‘nndcnce
relative to the whereabouds of the priginal plans. Tt now seoms perlectly clear that
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they ave irrecoverably lost, which may be regarded as a step in advance, for the
projeet has more than onge been ghelved pending an inquiry as to what had become
of theso unlucky plans. We now know that fresh ones must be prepared, and, ti}]
this is done, the sketeh which accompanies this letter will answor al
reference, o :
6. The project is briefly this, Owing to the annually inereasing aceumula-
tion of silt at the lower part of the tanks under the bunds, and the consequent elova-
t1on of the original bed, the waterspread has materially changed, and what when the
tanks were originally constructed must have been high and dry land is now, owing
to the backing up of the water when the resorvoirs receive their supply during the
Mons0on, a swampy marsh. This marshy land it ig proposed
revetted embankment, indicated in the sketeh by the black-dotted lines AA and BB,
North of this embankment the low-lying land, which, under present conditions, is
submerged for about six months in the year, would have to be raised to the level of
the southern portion of the town, the drainage from which would be caught in g sewer,
marked in the sketel, by the red lines DD, E, Fr, having an outfall at the calingula
GO on the Trichinopoly road with, if necessary, a relief drain B2 nnder tlie bed of
“the Valancolum, Ay present, however, all Iagk the attention of Government to is the
proposal to reclaim this marsh, all details ag to drainage, disposal of sewage, &e.,
being left for after consideration by the professiona] agency which, in view to tle
project being suceessfully earried out, must he employed, e
7. The Objections raised against the exeoution of thig scheme have been
;'amnjlr.‘:md varied. Tt wag alleged by one thas there wag no swamp: by another
that 1‘. ?11(—31‘@ Was @ swamp 1t was a niee Swamp and not. a fostid sWamp; by a third
that ’15 foetor was present it was’nt unwholesomo 5 by a fourth that 4o reclaim the
1_13:11';»_;;31“ would diminish the quantity of water in the tank and have the effect of
'i;}n:rmn‘ng web land out of cultivation, Another, and iy my opinion the on] y
objection deserving of attention, was that the low-lying land, when the waters
receded, afforded Pasturage to the cattle of the town. ' : ‘

8. Thereis incontyevertible evidence to show 4l
the rear of both tanls 1s annually submerged, the de
and that as it recedeg the exhalations are offe
the Engineer who originally projected the
1 n g‘sﬁaloﬂfw(}«) vernment, Judicial Eﬁ)egpa}t“tn_l’mafz, under date the 271} September 1865,
No. 1{7:’2;538, El;}z‘owml that, Ly raising the-calinguls twelve inches, he lud mereased the
ot Gttt 1o 1Portd i bl
L Jnoare, printed e Droceedings of {x@wmm}eut; Judicial Depart.
.x‘:u:ut, du:fed; ft};n,ﬂlklm*{;ub: Ié?()é, No. 344, where the quantity of water gained is pyg

z(..{inrs?n 1t 2,473,307 cubie foet, This Oficer, it 1y true, in ‘paragrzaq)l.xs 12 and- 12
of his letter, eni‘er&zra protest against any diminution of the Present arvea of the
tanks, because, owing to their havin 7

; | g silted up six foot more or loss sinee t)
Urst constructed, the v.capacity had diminighed

I purposes of

at g large extont of Jang in
Pth of water being very small,
nsive and unwholesome, My, Fraser,
work, in hig letter printed in Proceed-

} 1Y Were
and they d;Ld_ not eontain suflicient

| o ‘ re. . Water to cultivate up te the
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- townspeople; another part will be laid out for recreational purposes: and the
- remainder portioned out as market gardens and a municipal farm, in view to utiliz-
Cing the sewage and other fertilizing agents at the disposal of the Commissioners.
 Plans illustrative of all such proposed improvements will, of course, be submitted for
~the approval of Government before being carried into exccution, as also of the

works necessary to carvy out the reclamation project.

11, The Commissioners arc fully aware of the defective nature of the arrange-
ments eonnected with privies in private houses,
carelul attention; but, as the Goverument are aware, it is one which is beset w

ith many
diflicultics, the principal of which is t}

1t to many backyards there is no aceoss
except through the houses into which, of course, no one of t
“admitted. Some houses are, however, free from this dr
proper arrangements, admit of the soil being remoy
shortly to commence a system of house-to-house scay
these facilitios, and it is hoped ‘t}'mt, as its advantag
may be made with house-owners wl

1@ secavenger caste can be

ed from outside. It is proposed
engering with residences offering
es become known, arrangements
dose premises are at present inaccessible from
without, which will admit of an extension of the plan. Tam happy to be able to stato
that the advantages of the public latrines are fully appreciated, and that applica-
tions to construct more are being received faster than the Commissioners can comply
with them,

12, The Commissioners request me to state that they quite concur with Dy,
Cornish’s opinion that it would |

be most desirable to bring the village of Pothanore
and other villages adjacent to the railway station under munii pal control ; but so
widely to cxtend their limits (the villages in question being three ¢r four miles
distant) would enormously increase theip expenditure without a proportionate
- angmentation of income unless, indeed, they were permitted to include the raj] ay
. Thowe o 1 . J ‘. » .
})ud«‘].mga. ] h;n o 1::; S0 n?m,h to be done in Coimbatore 1tself, and the resources gt
the disposal of the Commissioners are comparatively so limited that they would not
feel justified in extending the municipal boundaries unless they saw their way to a
corresponding increase of revenye, , ’ ‘ AL
3. Having in view the many refor
proper sanitary condition, and the he
wvolve, Tavail mayself of this opport

ms required to bring this town into a
avy expenditure which mrrying them out will
unity to enter once more g respectful protest
G0, datud dth Qetnber 1808, N0, O88i0st the orders of Government marginally noted,
O s A 1906, %0, U0der which the cost of maintaining the road between
m.l(:iir(m@d Sth Joly 1570, No. 547, the railway station at Pothanore and CUoimbatore
| A outside municipal limits s charged to municipal funds,
I vespectfully submit that the intention of the Legislature, in vesting the Gov
ment with powers of control over the expenditure of funds r ‘
1865, was to enable them to prevent any- il
raised.  In the case in point, an illegal

vecerves the sunction of Government, but is made nnder its express ord
to the wishes and opinion of tl

_ 1o munteipal body as at present constituted, When the
T ! OVEIEnt A adb st Introduced £ oo RS S .
Fowns” Improvement Act was first mtmduccd four years ago, the Commissioners
- s RS . M S . SN . g

proposed to establish, under its provisions, tolls as one of the source
ingome.  As represented in paragrapl
Government dated 8th Jul y

-~

erne-
aised under Act X, of
legal appropriation of the monies so

application of municipal funds not only

ers, contrary

s of munieipal
1 2 of my letter, printed in thio Proceedings of

last, No. 847, the Government at first distinetly refuscd

The question is receiving their

awback and would, with ~

" Procecdings o Ma S operninent, | e Depariment
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‘ al tolls 3 T that the road between Potha-
to sanction the levy of municipal tolls on the ground that ‘Lhre 1{){1101 betw n Dot
L SANCTLC 4 " . N . - . - the wrounds of this
nore and Ootacamund was already tolled in three places. T,\o*wqt ¢ l;ﬂ]l) s oty
O BTG iy } LA : o R TR S o e trallic
ohicetion were intelligible. "The Government apparentlv considered that t
T .t vl ficiently taxed, and had this resolution been
botween the two places was already sulfictently taxe ,}L ) ‘t. solution bro

Thored 1 | ' ul the standd 1 have at present, as nof,
:d t : 1ot have had the locus-standi 1 he &
adhered to, I should mnot h: v C e of e s b
. By their O h November 1866, No. 1167,
' ered weir Order of the 20th Novembe , /)1
however, adhered to. By tbeix den din their previons order, and sanctioned
Government waived the objections raised in their pra“ 8 « lt .,n 1 sanctine?
3 i .. - B “ u . L - : " g
: [ to! aff oring municipal linits on the condition that U :
the levy of tolls on traffic entering municipa e b il thadan reuired
thus raised should be applied to purposes other thant 10.5«?4&, t e
IR . o ] Loy Arry outs & Ha
] When har or funds. to carry <
' : estricted.  When hard pressed fc ' g
they should be restricted. . funds to-cany ows S
. ) or, the Commissioners aceepled
o8 which were urgently called for, the Cor ; :
moasures which were wrge LA s its illewality and the hardship which
half years afterwards its illegality and

o 1 three-and-a- : A ST
‘tion, and when @ he consideration of Government, the

b rate-payers was urged on t T T
it entailed upon rate P ;’ ¢ d ﬂhd{-mthey must adhere to the condition imposed,
e rissioners woere informe at e ¢ , 1 4
ommissioners w e Tad thev accepted the
; be prepared to abandon the revenue derived from tolls. Hddt m?yt'll 1_3 hers
Ot e prope - c e s o 3y & standstill, for there
latter E*nli'ermtivc*, all municipal action must have come to a N :md o
atis dftod ik i ‘ . O cr , DIIG CV ALY o
would not have been sufficient income to defray the cl}argleﬂ 01 poil H(o withy the
WOwLG T ieinality is fairly chargeable -
. oed that the vicipality 1s fairly charg
o has been urged that the Mu - S ,
vancy. It has been urg . e doerives 8 TOT of its income by
. min{ummp of the road in question, because it derives aul 17’01“;3“1? e lé
nainfenance ol the ¥oa 1 P railway to the Hills. 1
. T A wueh the town from the railway "
tolling the traffic passing ;’h“’;{“gh t_ ioners are oqually liable for the vepairs of the
AN nmend 18 sour the Uommissioners are € oo ‘
this argument 18 sound, t[ i ;} the foot of the-Hills and the northern limits of
e bt miles of road between tize el ' T TS :

wenty-eight miles of : ‘ R om the Hills to
X s h as they toll all traffic passing through fron

1ie Municipality, inasmuc . : sreas a large portion
the " _lE ation.  This is almost entively through traffic, whereas a large | )
the ratlway station, "1'his aillway or by road

. a1t rom the ¥
of that entering the southern gafe, whether ‘1*& cmﬁmes_‘im town., Timber, building
from Pollachy and Palghaunt, never goes beyo_ud the g ‘d. 'n]'ifwej(ul‘nti'tie"'
To¥ “of v : . . 1 : ] ¢ = S
materials, firewood, salt-fish, cocoanut-oil, &c., co?;e in by fr(:ia. Lhi; ?owxll where

APErIaLy, . med 1n : ; ‘

; s edd Palor , g.and are all consu
from the Pollachy and 1&131131112 talu;} Qf‘“ tho commaodities cnumerated. If there
enaive dendte for the sale o 5 . DR

here are extensive depOts . ; district were
: 5 o superfluity of municipal fands, or'if the local funds ioitz;e ¢ o,i:bis that the
R 5 oL ¢ h . ' ' b tne 14 -
waE B ik the objection would not be pressed, but the £ ¢

nable to bear the charge, 7 | ssed, but ¢ o that he
tilmma"“ ‘oners have not means $o carry oub measures which the health of the
{Jommissiong - . it

d although, for the last three or four years, _ﬂ%e rf}pmrs of :th.e ?oa@ 11
mqm‘.wﬁ ave | :, *i:ieci out at the expense of the Municipality, the mm“nienanc.s
‘ questjonA haive@ Qﬁiﬁx(ﬁawn by the Department Pub}ic WO}".I{%_ :ﬂi’rom Ro’cal. iugdsi a;m
e on parts of the road. By an oversight provision was made for ﬂ”‘
expended on Ot%wr] i?:l zlﬁrr:;ﬁ for 1871-72, a mistake which will havée to }.)1;: rectified
. 'ﬂm LOC?} E‘Jm; 'I }? Eﬁi*r o, the Government will relieve the Municipality of t%'u:
e i fmfi l? ;I; ;hloulci be remembered that, in the early years of it
e CQ’gmhé)lx:;:;ﬂ:ion«;‘1*3 have fo make good the deficiencies (:mmeql;(mté :;n
ot nogloot, and. it ely, therefore, impolitie to augment the difi-
it whic Of' n ?gi‘m& :;n'di iclastillj:jg:}r?g(d\;?igi il"l vieiw to a paltry'sa,ving of local
P, W:‘l}wh 11311(;?] 9?“*’*‘ gm}:em however, adhere to their determination conveyed
funde, O oder. du ' Tuly 1870, 47, Publie Department, the Com-
.1 Glovernment Order, dated 8th July 1870, No. 847, Public Dep t, tho
::122100:;{?;?2?10»{; th:;t the municipal limits may be‘(i:v;te?xdefegq tzs f;; 5233&3 j:‘;is
réilwa.y station at Pothanore, when they “&vouid }1})& énmilizr fo underia
conservancy of the adjacent villages referred to 'b‘yft e Savitary U |

existence,
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Copy of a Resolution passed by the Municipal Commissioners of Coimbatore at their Meeting, dated
7th Junuary 1871.

The mecting considered and approved of a letter proposed to be addressed by the Magistrate
and President to Government on the several suggestions offered in the Sanitary Commissioner's
report,

(Signed) H. E. SULLIVAN,
‘ Lresident.

No. 80. OrvEr ToEREON, 18th February 1871, No, 297,
The Government are glad to learn that the Municipal Commissioners of
Coimbatore have so promptly taken into consideration the proposals of the Sani-
fary Conunissioner. ‘ '
2. The chicef improvements suggested, viz, ;o

B

(1,) The introduction of a good system of surface drainage ;
(*%,) Provision of a pure water supply ; '
(3,) The proper disposal of the town sweepings ; ‘ :
are in the first two cases dependent on, and, in the third, connectod with, a scheme
for reclaiming certain land adjacent to the * Peria” and ¢ Valan ? tanks, which
was not originally included in their waterspread, but which owing to the altered
level of their beds, through the accumulation of silt, is now, during the mongoon
months, a swampy marsh, Such a marsh, situated as it is close to the town, cannot
- but be injurious to the public health. - o
‘ g, The Unmmissioners propose, by constructing a stone embankment and
i?mising the level of the low-lying land, to convert this swamp into grouhd avail-
:‘;able for pasture, for recreational purposes, for market gardens, and for a municipal
farm, in which the sewage and refuse of the town may be utilized. They propose
‘to counteract the resulting diminution in the capacity of the tanks by removiog
the accumulated silt, and thus making up in depth for what is lost in area,
4. In aid and compensation for this undertaking on their part the Comnis.
sioners request, (Lst) that the land thus reelaimed may be made over to the
Municipality in perpetuity ; (2nd) that the necessary services of an Engineer may
be placed at their disposal by Government ; and (3rd) that they may be furnished
with conviet labour, gratis, o L
9. The Government are willing to assist the Commissioners as desired by
granting the scrvices of their T ngineer Officers in laying out the work and
advising in its exccution, and they will be prepared to make over to the Muni
eipality any land which 1 nay be reclaimed at the cost of the Municipality upon
plans and to an extent to be hereaftor approved by Governnwnt, but they cannot
comply with the application for conviet labour free of churge. It will, there-
fore, rest with the Municipality to provide the labour.
6. The Govermmnent decline to reconsider their decision regarding the main-
tenance of the road between Coimbatore and Pothanore.

(True Extract.)

Clier Neerctary.
To ths Prosident of the Municipal Commission, Coimbatore.
Sanitary Commissioner.
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