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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
18th February 1871,
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No. 73. Read the following Proceedings of the Board of Rovenue, dated 26th
January 1871, No. 410,

Read the following letter from the Collector of the Godavery District, to the
Acting Secretary to the Board n%umo dated Cocanuda, 12th Decein-
ber 1870, No, 403 :—-

I have the hononr to forward, for the ¢ mmdm‘ ation and disposal of the Board,
a bill of expenses, incurred by the Acting Superintending ]mu‘]lwor at Dowlaishi-
weram, for disinfecting that station of cholera in the month of July Iast, whewn it
was so prevalent in this district,

2. Application was made to the Board for perinission to incur an expendis
ture of Rupees 235-14-0, from Local Fund Reserve, for clearing away a quantity

& Tile Praresdings, o, 5156, of 5¢d of croton jungle which harboured dirt and filth of all

August 1870, sorts, and it was accorded.®  The dolng of this was

entrusted by the Acting Bub-Collector to the Tahsildar of Rajahmundry, who
reported he had done so, and sent a particular statement of the cost incurred,
amounting to Rupees 471-12-0.  The money intended for this purpose was accord-
ingly paul to him to defray expenses.

3. The Board will observe that in his letter, of which T forwaed copy, the
Acting Superintending Engineer ¢ distinetly denies the Tahsildar did anything
towards assisting us at the time the cholera was prevailing at this station,” whilc
M. Horsfall, after perusal of his letter, says, I have personslly inspected the
work carried out by the Tabsildar of Rajahmundry in the town of Dowlaish-
weram, and am satisfied that the money has been fairly and carduﬂy ml)onch .
AsT mbpected the town before the commencement of the work, itis simply impos-
gible that I can be mistaken as to the amount that has been really done.”

4. I cannot pretend to decide between two such positive and contradictory
statements as the above. I can only say that My, Horsfall seems to me the more
particular of the two, and that the Superintending Engineer possibly refers to the
non-receipt, from the lahsﬂdax of any money to defray the principal item of cost,
viz., collecting and burning t ,A,hc, limestone.

5. It was certainly not, however, for such an item that the outlay was sane-
tioned by the Board, as a reference to their Proceedings will show, Whether the
burning of limestone in a place infected with cholera is usually effectual in stop-
ping its spread, I do not mysell know. Major Fischer scems to have found it 80,
Perhaps the Sanitary Commissioner would be the hest authority to decide in this
matter. The remedy scems an casily applicd one in mnost mavg, and not neces-
Ba,ifily a costly one. Bub Mujor Fischer is ecertainly in error in aflivming that
subscriptions were collocted from the people for this purpose.  "Lhey paul for the
purpose stated in B oard’s Proceedings alveady quoted. T beg to Jnow, therefore,
whether the Board consider it proper that further wnauthorized, but apparvently
benclicial, expenditure by Major Fischor should be paid from the sawme source,
From Major J. F. FISCHER, R.E., Acting Supcrintending Bngincer, 1sb Division, to tlw Collee-

tor of the Godavery District, dated Dowlaishweram, 218t October 1870, No, 247

Tu reply to your letter of the 18th instant, No. 135, 1 have the hinour to return the bills

herewith received, and to again re eqnost the subject may be submitted to the Board for disposal.
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T distinetly deny the Tahsildar did anything towards assisting ns at the time clolera was prevailing
at thig station, and his taking the village contvibutions all to himsclf without one word of reference
to me, thongh he was perfectly well-aware of the steps I had taken and the e\pcndltum T wa
incurreing, cloarly shows he lJtl nob feel himsclf likely to be justified in his proceedings.

2. Botl Mr. Torsfall and the Aecting Zillah Surgeon visited the station at the time of the
cholera prevailing, and the latter entirely approved of the burning of the limestone for which the
people subscribed, and not for clearing away a few patches of the eroton plant ; the great jungle
of this near the village was cleared away by Mr. Overseer Iarris, under my ovders, for less than
Rupees 30, and the Tahsildar and his people did nothing here at all, the worst place of any;
besides, T have removed thousands of square yards of this croton plant and never incurred anything
like the expenditure he alleges 16 has cost him. ‘

3. When the cholera was first reported to me as prevailing in the village, ten or twelve deaths
a day were occarring, and there was a perfect panie in the place ; within 24 hours of our commenc-
ing to burn the limestone the discase was checked, and only two or three deaths & day occurred,
and it never again increased or got head ; of course, in a place like Dowlaishweram, having so much
Diterconrse with the district in which cholera was prevailing morecor less in almost every village,
it was Tuwpossible to prevent infected people or means of conveyance eoming in, but the progress of
the digoase was arrested, and wtimately we sneceeded in getting vid of it altogether, and for this
the people subscribed, and not to pay the Tahsildar so much for his nonchalance, I beg to add, for
the Board's information, this iz hy no means the first time the Spread of cholera has been arrested
hy bur ning limestone in the infected locality

iy

Irom J, G. HOT\%I* ALL, Usq., Acting Joint Magistrate, to the Magistrate of the Godavery
Dhigtrict, dated Rajalimundey, Sth December 1870, No, 127.

With reference to yowr letter of the 25th October last, Ne, 269, T have thé honour to state
that I have pevsonally inspected the work carried out by the Tohsildar of Rajahmundry in the
bown of Dowlaishweram, and am satisfied that the money has been faivly and carefully expended.
Aa Tinspected the town before the commencement of the work, it is simply impossible that T can
be wistaken as to the amount that has been veally done. I do not know how Mr. Overseer Harvis
cleared away a great jungle of the croton plant for less than 30 Rupees; and think there must bo

some mistake hiere, as, in many cases, the plants have to be dug up by the roots, and it stands to
reason that work of this kind caunot be done for little or nothing. . The mere cutbing down the
trees, no doubt, conld have Loen cheaply effected, but this would have been almost worse than
wielogs.

Ercrosune Noo 5-Bill,
In o letter, dated the 10th July 1870, No. 210, the Collector of the Godavery
District reported.that he had been u,rek(x(l to provide funds for the prevention of
cholera in the village of Dowlaishweram, ‘w]u"c:h was in a filthy and unwholesome

condition. e added {lm hnpc('h 471-12-0 had been cstimated as the cost of
removing croton-oil plants, and that the v l“ wers had agreed to pay half Um\( UL,
The Board sanctioned a contrilbration from the Lowd Fund, .

2. It now g ppears that, while the Road Fund contributions and the subserip-
ttons of the villagers were .‘n]‘)()l‘lft on removing croton-oil plants, the Superintending
Fngineer spent Rupees 429-10-3 in burning limestone, which he considered a 1’1’101'&
ctiicacions measure. e supposed at the time that thh sum would have been paid
out of the village subscriptions and the Road I and contubuhou ; but, as has been
shown above, they were devoted to a different purpose.

H
i
i
1

o

Proceedings of the Madras Grovernment, Public Department,
18tk February 1871.

3. The removal of croton-oil plants was a purpese analogous to that adverted
to in Standing Order No. 76-A, and one to which Local Funds could be fairly
applied; but the Board do not thmk this is the case with a temporary prophylatic
measure like the burning of limestone during an epidemic.

3. The Board accordingly resolve to submit the hill to Government.
(True Copies and Extract.)
(Signed) J. GROBE,
Acting Secrefary.
No. T+ Orprr raEREON, 18th February 1871, No. 224.
Sanction is granted for the payment of the Superintending Engineer’s bill
amounting to Rupees (428-10-3) four hundred and twenty-nine, Annas ten, and

Pice three, o
(True Lxtract.)

Chief Secretary.

To the Board of Revenue, with the bill.
Accountant-General.
Sanitary Commissioner.
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Txd. J. Wright.
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