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| Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
28th November 1871.

Read the following papers t— ;
No. 114. From the Acting President of the Municipal Commission, Madura, to

the Chief Sceretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madura, 8th
September 1871, No. 68.

I have the honour to submit the annual report of the Madurs Municipality
with the usual statements of receipts and disbursements for the year ending 80th”
April 1871,

2. The sources of revenue were the same as in the preceding year, and the
total receipts, inclusive of the balance on hand on the 30th April 1870, amount to
Rupees 98,080-14-8 (including Rupees 2,015 collected inadvance for 1871-72 under
the head of “ Tolls”), as particulerized in Statement G.. ‘

3. The actual expenditure of the year under report was Rupées 64,006-12-0,
leaving a balance on hand at the close of the year of Rupees 33,984-2-8, of which
Rupees 23,400 is invested in Government paper as shown in last year’s report, and:
the rwmmdc , Rupees 10,584-2-8, is in cash.

4. The sum of Rupem 584-3-7, realized on account of interest on the money
invested in Government paper, is included under the head of * Miscellaneous.
Receipts,” of which a detailed statement m enclosed, as also one for miscellaneous
expenditure, .

5. Nrw Worgs anp Berairs.—Of the Budget %Hotmem of Rupees 30,000, only
Rupees 11,838-6-5 were disbursed for works actually executed ; other Wozk were,

however, «Pompieted but were not paid for in consequence of the,bﬂls‘not having

heen pay wed be fmeﬂw close Of the year.

6./ UONSIIV A kUs = T2 aaciss ovor the. Buadoot i~ -seribable to the culp‘ioyment:“iﬁh
of additional hands during mc Prevalong o b hoKe ouu

1870 and continued for three successive months, ftncl to the purchase of dmmiemwg .
powder, chunam, &e. '

7. The expenditure under the head of *“ Establishment™ is in excess of the
Budget estimate by Rupees 653-10-8 owing to a remuneration of Rupees 800 having
been granted on account of additional labour to Mr. Wood, the Manager, which was
not anticipated when the Budget was framed. .

8.  The establishment of Public Works Department and its miscellaneous
expenditure are entered separately in the Statement. A. underthe head of Publie
Works,” as directed in pagawaph 3 of the Government Pr oceed;ngs dated 20th J une
1871, No. 883. : »

. 9 The gwss expenditure of the cuaren% year is below the Budget allotment
by Rumes 17,039-4-0, which is attributable to the diminished expenditure under the
head of ¢ New Works and Pep&n s,” and to the reduced paymentsout of Municipal
Tunds to the Police Force. There. Wab also no expenditure under the head of
kO Subserzp‘cmﬂ” for the support of the poor in the poorhouse. e ey

10. It will be seen from the Demand, Collection, and Balanee s‘mtement fm the
year under report that the arrears at the beginning of the year amounted to Rupees ’
17,669-4-3, out of which the large sum of Rupees 15,140-14-3 was due on account of -
professional-tax g - Rupees 1,709:10-6 were due under thehead of “ House-tax,”
Rupees 894-10-0 uter * Tolls, ”and Rupees 275 for market collection. Of those
arrears Rupees 4,056-14.0 were collected under the professional-tax (Rupees
160-8-0 being arrears for 1868-69), and Rupees 1,467-0-8 under the * House-tax,”
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leaving, together with the other specified items, which have not been collected, and
‘which (excluding the Government contribution ) willhave to be struck off the accounts
ag irrecoverable, a balance of Rupees 12,144-12-6 of old arrears still due. Add to
this Rupees 6,647-15-8, the arrears due on account of the taxes for the year under
report and the total of arrears uncollected at the end of the year amounts to the
large sum of Rupees 18,792-12-2,

11.  An explanation of this unsatisfactory state of affairs is contained in the
following resolution passed by the Comuissioners at a meeting on the 14th ultimo —
‘“ Resolved that, iu submitting the report oun this Municipality for the past year,
1870-71, the large amount of arrears that exist be attributed partly to the demand
being untrue, many people having died or left the town, and, secondly, to a certain
remissnoss of collection, the taxes not having been demanded when due; that the
Government be informed that the list of tax-payers is now being revised, and a better
system will at once be adopted for the punctual collection of taxes.”

12, The Commissioners, cousidering that the professional-tax is very difficult

1o collect, that it is in its nature oppressive, and that the balance in hand is large,
huve resolved not to collect this tax during the current year. Thoy trust that the
result of this resolution will be that they will have a ver y small balance of arrears
to show at the end of the current year, : :

I3. The Governinent contribution due for the year under report has been

‘calculated with reference to Govermment Order dated 11th July 1867, No. 820, and

‘drawn to the amount of Rupees 10,876-5-1, and the balance due, viz., Rupees 703-1-5,

* Vide pavagraph 9 of lagt years COZether with Rupeos 149-1-6,% being the hala
roport. v R

last year whi
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L The‘; adjustment alluded to in paragraph 5 of the Order of Government
dated 27th September 1870, No. 1226, has been duly effected as directed therein.
15, With reference to the concluding part of paragraph 2 of the above
Grovernment Proceedings, and paragraph 1 of their Proceedings dated 20th June
last, No. 883, I beg herewith to submit the Demand, Collection, and Balance
statements therein called for, as well as those for the two last years. These'
accounts show how the arrears have aceumulated year after y-ear ~and explain
their present large amount. ’ !
16.  The submission of this report has been delayed b
rienced in preparing these statements, owing to the un
the accounts of the Municipality have hither!
trust that they will be able to effect cons|
in fature, ‘

y the difficulty expe-
systematic manner in which
0 been kept. The Commissioners
derable improvement in this respect
No. 115, From the President of the Muni
Chief Secretary to Governmen
November 1871, No. 126,
With reference to the letter from the Under 5
26th October last, No, 292, I have th |
tion called for by Government—

cipal Commission, Madura, to the. &,
b, Fort St. George, dated Madura, 4th" -

scretary to Gtovernment dated
¢ honour to submit, herewith, the informa-
(i) Details of expenditurs on buildings—New Wor

(i) The actual cost of the Police, -

ks and Repairs,. 5 .

Lrocecdings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
28th November 1871. “

It appears that no payments to the Police were made monthly in advance,
nor did any sum remain to be paid for April 1871 after the close of the official
vear. Rupees 8,769-12-4 was paid for the Police during the year; but the actual
cost, as appears from the account herewith forwarded, was only Rupees 7,948-3-11.
An application has been made to the Superintendent of Police to refund Rupees
821-8-5, the sum thus shown to be overdrawn by him.

(iii.) Details of the refund of taxes.

2. Copy of the Auditor’s report.

In this report the Auditor supports the last paragraph of my report under
review.,

No. 116, Orpur reEREON, 28th November 1871, No. 1770.
The receipts of the Municipal Commissioners of Madura for 1870-71 ave
‘ shown in the marginal abstract. The

O utos on ouson, &. . . e o . 7000 T3 refunds of taxes have been set off against
o A?L.S_ R T gross yield, and the proceeds of sale
r}?’é;\;?:c;:%zflélfog:x’-bfcﬁ.. - z,g:g 2 0 of sweepings against conservancy ; while
Vinew L LT 335 1ag the sum erroneously drawn for establish-

[ —

89,076 11

: ., ment and refunded has been omitted- on .
Stnto contribution ver rer eve see ene 1,376 5 1

both sides. Under tolls are included

Arrears— - . o
Rates on Houses, &o. ... 1,430 8 9 Rupees 2,015 received in advance for the
Paz on Artg, &o. . .. 8,773 14 0 . '
' e 5213 0 8 gurrent year, 1871-72. The current
Other veteipts .o . v e we 10,010 9 1 . . . .
Baiauce bronght forwerd . .. .. .. 3277115 8 receipts from taxes were, therefore,

Potal... 97,448 8 B Ruf;ee‘a 37,061-11-1, and the whole sum
e’ pwpilable  for  expenditure, including
Rupees 32,771-156-3 brought forward from 1869-70, was Rupees 9'2;’,4%8-8-3,

2. The expenditure amounted to Rupees 63,464-6-0, leaving a p?l&rxce pf
Rupees 33-984-2-8, of which Rupees 23,400 are in Government. securifies. The
items of new works and repairs are of an ordinary character. The repairs of the
Municipal office shonld have appeared as public works, and not under Estal‘}lisi?
ment. The cost of the mere office establishment was Rupees 5,795-7-2, which is
enormously high. The remarks of Government in paragraph 2 of (}.'O.,f 12th
April 1870, No. 436, appear to have been disregarded. The Presi_dcnt will s:uggast
to the Commissioners the desirability of revising their establishment, which, to

| ' e e w judge from the state of the collections

et o mo PR noted in tho margin, must bs very ineffi-
g‘:j&?"“_""‘ol"v:: REERIE T zgjggg ,; ig cient. Under Section 29, Rupees 2,000
agublishmont oo e e e e TBIOL1E T epe axpended on the repairs of Tirumala
ottaet v TR SM 1‘(&)' Naick’s Palace. The .Commissio‘nerg h‘.ave
Refund Siato contribation - e o e 54633 6 paid Rupees §21-8-5 in excess for Police,
Adrance roooverably e e BB B 00d this sum is shown as an advance

Bulanco.. f;"’?;};‘: § 2 recoverable. The President states that

o, the Police adjustment referred to in para-
e Totol... 97,48 2 2 graph 5 of G. O., 27th September 1870,
No. 1226, has been earried out; buf no debits or eredits vn this account appear in

the statements.
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3. The State contribution- is to be struck on the independent current
receipts, and will amount to Rupees 192,353.14.4, The Commissioners have drawn
Rupees 10,376-5-1 and had Police remission Rupees 2,649-6-8, total Rupees
13,025-11-9, Adjusting the excess, Rupees 671-13-5, against the Police overpay-
ment, Rupses 149-11-0 remaing due to them. : .

4. The Commissioners of Madura have preferred no eclaim under . O, , 8rd
May 1871, No. 683, for the reimburse‘ment» of expenditure on Police buildings,

_...8. The Demand, Colleetion; and Balance statements now furnished for the five
years ending 1870.7 1show that demand > eollection, and balance.of house and trades-
taxes were as follow i : ;

- ‘House-tax.  Trades-tax.

o i S RS, Ra,
~ Demand asgessod e e 87,081 80,940
~ Collested .. . . e oL 84040 5o7ge .
o T | 2,001 30,154
. Remitted ... 138 . 14,835
Sl e O L,953  15.319

* Thus the sums ~unpollegtjedion.accounﬁ of house-tax have been 6 per cent. and of ,
- the trades-tax 27 per cent, This state of things i ‘unsatisfactory, nor can the
Commissioners’ explanation and proposed solution of the difficulty be accepted. In
- order to avoid -increasing ‘the balances outstanding they have abstained from

B levying the -pfofaés’ion&l}tag for the pix’rréi;,ﬁ year. The ‘deernment"do.uot doubt’
 that they will have to get vid of t}:ie""b"alanc‘e;by;ré‘ : ' :
 of 1868-59, -The Pregident wi : ab was't
which, ej%tra 7 ration am

avarded fo the M,

To the President of the Munieipal Obiﬁmi,ssi‘on, Madura,
T Public Works Departmens, T
s Board of Revenue, ‘
o Accomntant.Genoral, o
o Ihéﬁavect"of‘-ﬁ‘féhéﬁilj'of""lbdli\cé."lk4 et
o Sanitary Commisgioner,

Ez.d, A8 Rﬁdgerﬂ .
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