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12. Here,, on the contmry, the smc:des me a,lmosb all those of males, only 17 sumxdea offjw

' womer; having oecurred out of .a tatal of 642 a,cc,ordmg to the Pohce or 29 outof a total of 57T -4

“according to the Oml Status,” I do not believe that the passion of Jeulouay-mzus the term is |
u nrlerstood by uswhas much influence with the lowar class of Indian men; and I-should say- tha,tgg :

if one of them' ﬁnds that the femalc, whose compmuonsh;p ha desxres, prcfera a,aother man tai ‘
;“hlmﬂelf he is far more hkciy to- kﬂl the woman who has oﬂ'endcd hxm th'm to kﬂl hlmself ’

13, Nezther do I

b5 :but ﬁhe numbéf oi' smmdes in. thaﬁ yea.r vms aocordmg m ‘,




I"roceedmgs qf ﬂw J%I a:dms Government Publzc Department
24t]z November 18'7 L . ‘

24L% Navemt’)mn 18'7 I

ey

Pmceedmgs of the Madras Govemmmzt ljuélzc _De:pm ément

Peopasin Morive,

| ooqoc[‘ g

j':‘f%sﬁqi%m |

Engaged. |Unknown,|

o oorpoq o

2y

. EXGAGEEENT

. |Revenge,

B - B RO PR

Poverty. Sickness..

Tcmporary coand
xnsamty, Jillitreat-

Disconie'nt o

Unknown:
Cment |

Districts.

S

a3

RO

o
- ¥ §

33_ - Riviere du Rempart, :

~ Free. -

| fsmfms T |

V 'aoqoc{‘_.

189 | e | 7 | oo

: Port Loms :
| Pamplemousses.

‘[ Flaeq, -
Maka, -
Grand Pm t

: Savanne. .
‘I Black River. 0.0
= Plames W lhelma, SR

i annqg [mtg" L

-11;525;310f?

UNKROWN.

'am[o('[_' ¥

Y

STYTYS (ALY

,‘A2 ‘

MBANS.

0010 |

L

MIBLCIIATON |
‘1U B

rea

ERr .

By prown- (Brovmer| Means | - o

5 '951[0,1 '

f‘«?;'ﬁnﬂfmq g |

1

67
95

am[oc’[ '

64|53

734

Bzfﬁ.&’ 3-

 epmg g |

80 s
el

| “o01[0

89| 57| 71

72
46) 44| 41| 83| 1

51

{ No. or
- {Surcipms.| -

"HO[eTO [

71110/ 98
4| 68 63|

.
1
20 | 642577 | 567|421

“Status.

o omppy |

451 2|
43 ' ;

61
548

'SQI’GWOH

des committed in the Island of Manritius from ":t'heflst January1851tothe 31stDecemher187O

625 17

| Botice. |

| R

iy |5

104 6|01}

u'e
T

g3 e
sikway

‘n
",

3300
23

Betuex of Sule

- Districts.

i

.o
ye
s

Lase
-

.
.

e
LEEY

; Biackﬂwer e

Coew
e

‘Total.. A

du Rempart ... |

“xs

1viere

;l’la»ihés Wilhelms

Savaune ... .

£
g
oy

 Port Louis .‘.,.4 S
- Pamplemousses ...

“Flacg oo .,
: ;{Maka;




Proceedzngs of tlze Madras Govermnent .Publzc Department
247% November 1871,

RETURN of Sulc1des commxtted oh the Sugar Estates in the several Districts.of Mauntms from the

1sb of January 1866 to the 30th June 1871.

. Dlstlmfs a,nd Names
: of Esta.tes i
Pamplemousses.
CTriviet ... L
Mont Choisy .
oL Amitie
COoPIbem L
o Lsaa
Beuwu Plan ...
The Vale' ...
L’"nte

L C ue

oMot oher ..

SLL e
Clementine

- Autometto .., ..,

" The Mount
. Californis
o Maurieia - o
, ILEspmr;
o Plessis v
Rosalie ,,, ..
: 1301 Manvue

‘sze‘r

i Bon E.spmr S

‘llante Rwe :
(rrf.mde Bme

oche Nou'e RO
Placq

S Mon Ohmsy
T _"ilr}eau Champ

Sehoenfeld e Ch R
o Melville o S Ve
“Forback ;. W
Mapon : ; : ey
‘MonSqiSir,.w.’ e

Bcl»e Roche _._..;ri‘.'.‘.:

Edu Rempmt o

erniin’y

LT

L ke

[e£ 423

o 81“5 -

B Rt e
»-Q'Sm'g' oy
R Y R 2
| = ® : _g ;

o ] R g et , E
1 O e & -

" 4;~~4,-¢-?.;_':'2 © o

fes g g

S B B < oy
(I R (a6

...... 2 | 8
....... 4 3
LAY 4 2
...... PO |
200 -9

...... 2 4T
..... R
) Iy ) 3 :‘.l
IR T .-._; : 2
+any . 1 . 1
il 2 :2 y 2 ‘
e |1 1
ERX3 4 4
i | 211
i §

1

I Petite Retraite

4| Quatre Cocos
Beau Vallon ..
,Scbastopol

| Bonne Mire
Bon Accucll

| Mont. Florentm i e
: L’thabebh ie|

: Ause Jouchee

|l Beau. Va]lon
| Rose Belle:
Al:New. Grove
1[-Belle Vue *
‘Quatre Scour
 Plaisance ..

Districts and Names
. f of msnates ‘

Deathsg; 'the 'causé of ||

ed to the Civil Status, ||
but supposed to be

which wag not report-
suicides. |

|
L

Police.

Civil Staty;s.,

Choisy ... ..
Belle Vue. ...

La Gaiste

Clemencia ... ...
Belle Rive. .. ...
Belle Mare. ..;
Bel Etang ...
Constance . ..,

aed

| Magenta, .., l

L'Union
Beau' Bois.
Caroline ... ... 0.

Deep River ...
Richfund

Argy’
‘La Lucle

Cay

La Villet

-----

Australig
Les Frerea

G7 mzd Port. e

o jJBeaJu I‘on

------

......

......

.....

......

......

-------

sakiewt

......

LR S R

ot Cl =

D R ROD L e G0 D g ]

CE e e e D

5‘,::‘mf—dgaﬁj—ﬁk—tt—tFHNHHHHHH‘@H@HHHHQ&‘

i e
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I hfwe the honour to acknowledge the recelpt of your despa,tch No 118 of th

g
transmlttmg mtmmatxon wlth rcspect 0 the f;equenay of auunde among the Indian unmlgram S
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Govemor of Mmumtms, dzuted llth September 1871
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i :Pﬁbcééding‘é of the Madras Government‘,”l’u&lié Departhzéni;
R 24th November 1871. e

“The returns you forward reveal ’ohe exmhence of alarge mortality attributed to smclde, and it

- ,appe&rs that there is at presont no satisfactory mode of investigating such cases.

It is clearly necessary that some system of proper inquiry into sudden deaths, cither by 5 ::
Coroner or by a Magistrate, should be estabhshed and I have to mstrucb you to bring the ma,tterf

ab once Pofors the Council.

I regreb to observe tha dlscrepancles betwoen the returns.given by the Police and by the Civil

. 'f:t&tus Depatbments, respeshively 5 such diger epancies must-be due to.want of care; either in the

: Dep&rtment in questwn, or on tho pmt of thoso whose duﬁy it is to repmt the occurren so of

o deatha on. esta.tes

. No.108. oA
e Copy forw'n'ded fo the Grovernment' of Madzras with roference to the letter
thence, No 99, dated the 25th January 1871, and previous comespondence ‘

' By order of the Grovernor-(}eneral of India in Council.)

- Drepr, OF AGRICUUTURE,  (Signed) J. GE POGHEGAN,
RI:VBNUE, AND OOMMFR('E T LR “ Under ;S'eeJ to tisa Goa}é of Indwq
~ (EMIGRATION), e ' L

IfSIMLA, 13tk November 187 1. .

N‘-@. 101 : ORDFR THBREON, 24th Novem‘ber 1871 No 1763
e Cgmmumcated to the Protector of Emlgrants,
| (Truo Ehtraut) B

Chief Secretary

o the Protector of Funigrents.

CEdL e




Inwpia Orrics;
London, the 28th September 1871,
FPublie. '

No.. 70.
To His Excellency the Right Hon, the Governor General of India in Council.

My Lomp,—I communicated to Ter Majesty’s Secretary of State for the
Colonies the despatch of your Excellency in Couneil of the 31st of March last,
No. 48, with its enclosures, velative to the frequency of the crime of suicide
among Indian labourers in the Mauritius, and the extent to which the ¢rime 1
committed in India among the same class. : . .

9. Inow forward, for the information of your Lordship in Council, a

copy of a correspondence which

‘Tespateh to Governor of Mauritins, 9ih June 1871, ¥o. 102. has since taken plaee on. this
Ditto from ditto, 28th July 1871, No. 118, with two enclosures, subject hetween - the Earl Qf

Despateh to Governor of Mautitins, 11th September 1871 Kimberley an d the GOV;GY.EIGT of
' : Mauritius. ' e

.8, You will observe that the various statistics that Sir Arthur Gordon has
been able to obtain are meagre, and in themselves inconsistent ; and that Lord
Kimberley, having regard to the extent to which the crime in question has pre-
vailed in the Colony, and to the difficulty of investigating the matter, has
instructed the Governor to bring before the local Council at once the question
of establishing some proper system of enquiry into sudden desths, either by a
Coroner or a Magistrate. - e

1 have the honbr to be,
i My Loxp, |
Vour Lordship’s most obedient, humble Servant,

No. 102, dated Downing Street, the 9th Juane 1871,
From—~The Right Fon'ble the Earr 0% KIMBERLEY.
MommSTR AL GORDON, K. G M. G.,,‘Goven‘xor of Mauritius,

o 'Wl'fn reference to my despatch, No. 84, dated the 19th November last, 1 tl'ansmi{;'fo_you,
L for yout consideration, the copy of -a letter, ‘with its enclosures,.
from the India Office, respecting the frequency of the crime of

et June 1871
* suicide among the Indian immigrants in Mawitiug,

7T roquest you to male some further investigation into this matter, so soon ‘as the necessary
“data ave procured. o 0 i N R Y TR B e

“T'would call your - attention. to the statement contained in the extract from the. annals of
Indian Administration in the.yent 1866-67,; supplied by the CGovernment of Bengal, to’ the
“effect that * the most common causes of suicide m India ave jealousy, fomily discord, destitu=
tion, and physical suffering;” and T havoto request you to cause the records  of coroner’s -
1 4 § : doi ey,

et on’suieides Toy Lot ponre. to B examined, inorder to uscertuin what proporbion. -

. No. 118, dated Mavritius, the 98th Taly 1871,

S Prom—Sin A.“Goubo'm, X, 0. M O Grovernor of Mowsitios,
0 '«:~’P§@Tl'{c,ﬂigh% THon'ble the Barx, or ‘I‘('mia‘wnv’r;}sxf, T
: v"ﬁﬁli‘e‘x,tfaorﬁligmﬁy fréqﬁéticy of énis;ideé among the Indian imrhigranfs in thig féolb;ny; n‘n&:' oo

especially among one  class of them (for the vast majority occur among the ‘indentured




labourers on estates) had attracted my very serious attention before ’I had the honor to receive

“your Lordship’s despatch requesting that the records of the Coroner’s inquests on suicides for
the last five years shonld be examined with a view to ascertaining the 'causes of these suicides,
and especially how far they were due to jealousy or family discord.

2. Tn thepressure of business it had no doubt escaped your Lordship’s recollection that
in this island, administered as it is undér a Trench system of law, there are neither coroners
norinquests. In cases of suspicion, enquiries are or ought to be made by the .pohce,'and I have
obtained from that department all the information in my power.on this subject,—information
which, T regret to say, is, after all, but meagre, B :

8. T 'some time ago called for a report from the Acting Ingpector General of Police of all
the suicides which had taken place during the last ten years, and I at the same time called for a
*‘similar report from the acting officer of the Civil:Status or Registrar General. o
4. Your Lordship will perceive that these returns, of which I have the honor tofe.nelose
Enclostre 1 " a copy, made out in parallel columns, are hopelessly,111530n515tent,

R " pot only in the gross result, but in almost every detail,

5. T then called for a more precise return from each of these depaitments of the suicides’

committed on every estate in the island during the five years ending 31st December 1870, and
for the first six months of the present year. : : v

6. This return presents similar and even more glaring discrepancies ; and, what is even
more curious, the return from the Civil Status Office does not correspond with the figures given
by that office for the same five yeavs when preparing the previous return’ for the ten years
1461-70, the numbers standing as follows for that period : : ERE

: Original Return. Present Return.

Port Tiouis ey “i : 49 49
Pamplemounsses * ... - 52 29
Riviere du Rempart e 29 .88
* Tacq 37 49
Grand Port oo s ‘ 4% : 33
Black River e s 28 15
Maka 18 _ 12
Savanne e 28 82
Plaines Willielms 42 Lo 38
oo Torar: - v 820 . 880

or, with the addition of 17 deaths, of which the causes were nob reported, but supposed to be -

suicidal, 307, The police return for the same time is 850. : ,
7. T shall of courseenquire much move closely into these eurlous discrepancies which,
whatever their cause, deprive hoth returns of much of their value. : ‘
9. Whichever set however we regard as the most trustworthy, the number of -suicides
is very large indeed; and 1 fear we must consider the heavier return to be the truer one;. for
whilst many suicides may well escape the notice of . the police, or not be reported to. the . Civil
Status, it is-almost impossible that deaths should be registered' as suicides if mot really due to
. that eduse. , , ; RURREE g S e
9. T enclose the return, which the police anthorities have furnished me, of the probable
Eodosare 2 L .. causes . of 'such suicides as - were- inq‘xﬁged' cinto _by‘
. L L ‘ﬂ}@m', ; o . L
10.  Out of the 642 suicides reported to the police in the ten years ending 3lst Décember

1870, only 88 arc attributed to. jealousy, 26-to. revenge, 28 to-poverty, 1‘89“00"'5101&_11‘6;%5, B2

to temporary insanity, 17 to ill-treatment, and 217 to unknown causes, o
11. I cannot say that T place implicit reliance on this classification. ~I'do not, ‘however,
myself think that any very large portion of these suicides is due to jealousy. It appears nof
tn be an uncommon cause of suicide in India among women ; and in-India it 18 to be observed
that female suicides very. Jargely outnumber those of men; indeed, in the Madras Presidency
(the only one which has furnished any minute  statistics - of suicides) 1 porceive that, during
each of the five years, 1565-69, the suicides of females amounted to nearly double the number
of those among men. ‘ o e
12. Here, on the contrary, the suicides are almost all ‘those of males, only 17 suicides
of women having occurred out of a total of 642, according to the police, or %9 out of a total of

B77, aceording to the Civil Status, T do not believe that the passion of jealousy——as the term -

is understood by us—"has much influence with the lower class of Indian men; and I should say
that if one of them finds that the lemale, whose companionship he desires, prefers another man
to Limself, he is far more likely to kill the woman who has offended him than to kill himself.
13, Neither do I find that the provalence of suicide appears to have been affected by
any change in the proportion between the sexes among the Indian population. :

14. In 186}, the male Indian population was estirated at 150,220, and the proportion

of women to men then residing in the island was only something over 40 per cent.:

i~

15, Tn 1869, the male Indian population had sunk to 141,301, and the proporiion
of women  to men had risen to over 50 per cent.; but the number of snicides in hab®
year was, according to the Civil Status, 78, that is' to say, the proportion of suicides to every
100,000 of the male Indian population was, in the former year, only 28, and in the latter yoar,
when the sexes had been far more equalised, 55. : :

16, 1 myself believe that a very large portion of these suicides are due to nostalgia or

an intense desive to return to India, which they have no means of gratifying.

Phe whole subject, however, is one which calls for further enquiry; and will not be neglected
by me. N g '
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Return of Suicides commitied on the Sugar Hstutes in the several Districts of Mauritius
from the 1st of January 1866 to the 30th June 1871,
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r Street, the 11th September 1871, . ..

From—The Rigur Hox’se 188 Ears or Kprriey. ) SRR T A
To—The How’srr S1r A. Gorpor, Governor of Manritius &g., &e. B

T HAvVE the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch No. 118 of the 28th July,
transmitting information with respect to the frequency of suicide among the Indian immi.
grants in the colony. ’ b

The returns you forward reveal the existence of a large mortality attributed to suicide,
and it appears that there is ab present no satisfactory mode of investigating such cases.

Tt is clearly necessary that some system of proper inquiry into sudden deaths, either by
‘a coroner or by a magistrate, should be established ; and 1 have to instruct you to bring the

‘matter at once before the Council, - ’ o
T regret to observe the diserepancics between the returns given by the Police and by the

“Civil Status Departments, respectively; such discrepancies must be due to want of - care, either

in the department in'question, or on the parl of those whose -duty it is to report to.the
occurrence of deaths on estates. , , o : : o

| | ‘No./Oéy S o L
Cory forwarded to the Goyernment of aé& el od o with

and previous correspondence.

» | By Order of the Governor General of India in Council, -
' Depr. OF AGRIOCULTURS, ] e
© -~ Rrvenvus AND COMMERCE;

¢

(EMIGRATTION)

Under Sacy. to the Govt. Qfﬁzdm
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