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Proceedings of the Maodras Glovernment, Public epariment,
' 178 November 1871, ‘

No, 44. Read the following letter from the Acting Collector and Pregident
of the Municipal Commissions, Godavory District, to the Chief Hecretary
to Grovernment, Fort St. Grevrge, dated Cocanada, 1st November 1871,
Mo, ¥ i ‘

Adverting to the Order of Government, dated 13th ultimo, No. 1553, Public
Depsrtment, on a telegraphie petition sent by one Garaga Soobauna, of Cocanada,
complaining of the action taken by the Municipal Commissioners with reference to
the levy of cextain fees, I have the honour to forward copy of areport on the subject
from the Vice-President with enclosures.

9. There can be no question as to the perfect legality of the Commissioners’
proceedings, and the Government will, I think, recognize that their subsequent action
showed they were not ab all disposed to exercise harshly the power vested in them
by the law.

s

Trom the Vice-Fresident of the Munieipal Commission, Cocanada, to the President of the Municipal
Clommissions, Godavery District, dated Cosanada, 28th October 1871, No. 5.

In reply to your letter, No, 586, dated 21st instant, enclosing the Government Order which
calls for a report on the petition against the action of our Commission in the matter of market places,
T have the honour to enclose copies of our proceedings.

2. The Act (Section 124) authorizes Mimnicipal Commissioners to provide market places, antd
charge fees for the use of them. The word ““provide” is nob very clesy. ~After some diseussion,
tho mpjority of the Cemmissioners declaved thomeelves of epinion that all that was nocossary was
that we should seb apart certain places, and declave’ them to be markets. At the #ama  time we
agreed, though we framed no resolution on the subject, that we would grac‘ilmlly,'ancl 25 We wore
able, provide shelter and other sonveniences for the people frequenting the markets. ‘

3. A few days affer the passing of the first of the enclosed reselutions, the loases of the
market places were sold by anction. 1IN0 sooner was this done than we hecame aware of the extreme
unpopularity of the measuro ; and, consequently, in pur next meeting we passed the seeond vesolu-
tion which for o time at least annuls the first. ¥ o SO N :

4. I cannct help thinking, however, ¢hat -this unpopulariby was rather unreasonable. - It
arises oub of o mistake, which the petitiomrfo Government also makes.  When Enhis‘%elegmm Lo
says, * New tax, instance six pice for woman fox day for selling anng grass, #0 on,”" he seems to
forget that there is not the slightest necessity for a woman with one anna’s worth of grass to set
it 5 in faet, 16 would be a ridiculous proceeding on hLer part, even

up o separate stall for the sale of
if there was no fee at all, : L ‘

5. T am sure the perusal of the enelosed resolutions will convinee you that there is this year,
ag ‘‘ last year, no oppression,”’ and thab when petitions were presented, the Cominissioners, though
not like their ¢ President, new, yet heard sympathizing.” ‘

e

Resolution passed at o Meeting of the Municipal Oommfissioners held on the 4th October 1871.

Regolved that the market opposite to the Nookalammah's Pagoda, and the one in Amavarie’s
street in Cocanada, and the fish-bazaar square in Jagannathapoorum, be declared as markets under
Section 124 of the Act, and that fees at the following rates be-charged = '

i ’ . Quarter-Anna for sitting-room. '

Half-an-Anna for o stall.
One Anna for & meab stall.
(True Extract.) '
s (Signed) = E. L. PEARSE,
‘ Vice-Presidend,



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
1ith November 1871,

Zesolution passed al o Meeting of the Municipal Commissioners held on the 18th October 1871,
Road petition from rotail denlers frequenting the market places. .
Resolved that no fees shall be levied nntil something move hag been done in the way of

providing for the petitioners’ convenionce in the market places, and that the money already received

from the favmers of murket foes be returned to them. -
' (True Bxtract,) ‘
(Signed) . L. PEARSE,
Vice-President,

No, 45. OrpEr TEEREON, 17th November 1871, No. 1704,

The Government think that the word ““provide” in Section 124 means more
than “sot apart.” It tmplies, as the Commissioners themselves, from their second
regolution, seem ready to admit, something specially done either in making a place
available for a market which would not otherwise have been so, or in fitting it for
the special purpose. |

2. The petition will be endorsed-— ,

“The Government learn that the levy of the fees complained of has been discon-

tinued,”

{True Extract.)

To the President of the Mumeipa! Commissions, Godavery Digtrict,

B Wright,
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