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Proceedings of the Madras ‘Government, Public Department,
281k October 1871.

No. 169, Read the following Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary
- of State for India, to His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor-
General of India in Council, dated India Office, London, 27th July 1871,
No. 57 (Public) :— |
In continuation of my Despatch of the 23rd of February last, No. 8, I transmit,
Datod 2nd Mey 1871, No. 65. for the information of your Excellency in Council,
12 enclosures. copy of a Despatch from the jGovernor of British
" Guiana, with its enclosures, forwarding the report on the Coolie Immigrants i

that Colony for the half-year ending 31st December 1870.
2. I also transmit copy of a Despatch from the Lieutenant-Governor of St. -

Dated 9th May 1871, No. 40, Vincent, giving cover to the report, for the same

. 8 encloaures. - period, on the Indian Immigrants in that Colony.
3. Copies of the reports from the Emigration Commissioners on the above
Dated 9th and 20th June 1871.  papers, and of the replies returned by the Secretary of

 Dated 30th Juno and 3rd July 1671, State for the Colonies, to Governors Scott and Rawson,
| are herewith enclosed.

No. 70.

* Copy (with enclosures) forwarded to the Government of Madras for inform-
ma;tlon -
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, (By order.)

RevENUE, AND COMMERCE (Signed) J. GEOGHEGAN,
(EmtaraTioN), Under Secy. to the Govt, of India,
Siura, 18¢% October 1871, ‘ ‘
No. 170, ORDER THEREON, 28th October 1871, No. 1645, .
To be recorded. :
(True Extract.)
- R, 8. ELLIS,
' Chief Secretary.

BxlJ. Weightt © !
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No. 63, dated Georgetoun, British Guiana, the 2nd May 1871,

From—His Exeellency J. Fcorr, Gox:gm or, British Guiana.
To—The Right Hon’ble the EARL oF KIMBERLEY, &c., &e., &c.

I nave the honor to transmit the report of the Acting Immigration Agent
General, together with the consolidated half-yearly return in regard +to
immigrants for the half year ending 31st of December of last year.

2. The number of immigrants on the estates at the elose of the year
consisted of 29,870 males under indenture, and of 7,640 males not under inden-
ture ; of 10,006 femalt. indentured, and of 4,888 females unindentured ; giving a
total of 37,510 males and 14,888 females, or a grand total of 52,404 immigrants
working on the estates. Compared with the previous year, 1869, this exhibits
an increase of 3,568 males, 1,593 females, or a total of 5,161 in the number of
immigrants. There has been a small percentage mcrease in the females in
1870, but not so great as the increase in 1869. In 1868, for each 100 males
there were 37°29 females, in 1869 there were for each 100 males 39-17 females,
and in the past year, 1870, for each 100 males there were 39°69 females. Every
increase, however small, tending to bring about a nearer approach to an equiliza-
tion in the sexes is satisfactory. Your Lordship will observe that the proportion
now existing between the sexes of the immigrants in the colony fulls only by
a small fraction short of that required by the recent regulations to be sent from

India.

3. In 1869 the percentage of births was 2:31, in the past year the per-
centage was 2'13 ; in both years the sexes were very pearly equal.

4. The average mortality, including both indentured and unindentured
immigrants gn estates in 1869, was 2:11 per cent. ; in the past year it has risen
to 306 per cent. This increased death-rate may, perbaps, In some degree,
be attributable to the large number of immlgg'ants introduced in the season
1869-70, amongst whom the number of deaths is always larger than amongst the
older resident coolies. During the past year an attempt has been made to
ascertain the death-rate amongst immigrants who have been.less than two years
in the colony, and I find it is returned at 548 per cent., belng ngarl‘y 272 per
cent. greater than the average mortality on all classes of immigrants. The
average mortality for the past five years énding December 81st, 1870, amounts to

346 per cent. .

5. Applying the rules laid down in Lord Granville’s despatch, No. 192,
of the 29th of March of last year, the returns of 1870 shew that five estates
exhibit a mortality exceeding 612 per cent., or double the average of the year ;
and that the mortality on four estates is over 6:92 per cent., or twice the average
death-rate of the last five years throughout the colony.

6. The four estates, which would, in accordance with the instructions I

have received, be excluded from having an allotment of immigrants in the next
season are Spring Garden, Aurora, Belle Vue, and Wales. The following table

exhibits the percentage mortality on these estates in each half year of 1870 :

Half year ending June, Half year ending December.
Spring Garden 4-18 per cent. 623 per cont,
Aurora 265 686
Belle Yue ... 574, 167
Wales . ver 137 557 .

7.+ Spring Garden must, I fear, be classed as a permanently unhealthy

estate. In 1869, the mortality was 9'44 per cent. ; 1n 1868, 844 per cent. ; in 1867,

556 per cent.; in 1866, 12°5 per cent. ; and 1 1865, 6°12 per cent.,—giving an

average for the five years ending December 1869, of 852 per centn, The
1
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average death-rate for the past year 1870 may be stated as being nearly 103 per »

cont. I have drawn the attention of the proprietor to the necessity of his making
every exertion to lessen the mortality, and 1 have no fault to find with him in this
respect. A new hospital has been built, cottages of a better construction are
provided, and iron tanks have been erected for a supply of rain water. The
medical attendant, who lives on the sljoining estate, also visits the hospital
daily. Should these improvements not effect & reduction in the number of
deaths during the present year, then 1 consider no further allotment of coolies
should be made.

8. The death-rate on Aurora, an estate adjoining Spring Garden, may be
given at 93 for the past year. In 1869 it was aslow as 2:94 per cent. ; in 1868,
‘548 per cent. ; in 1867, 8-81 per cent. ; in 1866, 29 per cent. ; and in 1865, the
mortality did not exceed 1-1 per centum. The rate of mortality has fluctuated
a good deal ; and seeing that in the previous year 1869 it was only 294 per cent.,
and that the average mortality for the five years ending December 1869 was as
low as 4°2 per cent., I trust that the large mortality of the past year may prove
to be exceptional. .

9. Belle Vue exhibits a death-rate during the past year of about 7} per
cent. In 1869 it was 648 per cent.; ia 1868, 343 per cent; in 1867, 569 per
cent. ; in 1866, 6°73 per cent. ; and in 1863, 841 per cent., giving an average for
the five years, ending December 1869, of 618 per centum. This estate must
also, I fear, be classed as an unhealthy estate ; in two years only, Mz., 1868 and
1867 has the mortality fallen within the prescribed limits.

10. Plantation Wales exhibits a mortality of about 69 per cent. This
would scarcely exclude it from a fresh allotment of immigrants, and yet I find
that the average death-rate for the five years ending December 1869 1s as high
as 7-36 per cent. : in this respect ranking next to Spring Gardens and above both
BRelle Vue and Aurora, indeed the last estate, although in the past year exhibiting
a very bigh rate of mortality, in the general average it falls below numerous
other estates. .

11. On examining the statistical returns relating to immigrants for the

last six years, a few estates exhibit a constant yearly high rate of mortality,

and may be regarded as unhealthy estates ; the majority, however, show a conti-

nual yearly low rate, and may, therefore, be classed as healthy estates. But

others show a remarkable fluctuation in the annual percentage of deatbs, for which

‘1o ostensible cause can with certainty be assigned, and it 1s chiefly in regard to
these that the application of the rules laid (ﬁ)wn by Lord Granville will be

found to be difficult and embarrassing.

12. Your Lordship was good enough in a despatch No. 63 of the 12th
of January last, to entrust to me the discretionany power of not enforcing the
rule, considering that every exertion is being made to improve the sanitary
condition of the estates ; and although, as I have above reported, three estates
show for the past year a mortality beyond the limits prescribed, I do not
propose to exclude these estates from another allotment of immigrants, unless
in the interval before the next immigration season comiences, I find that any
decrease in the annual death-rate appears to be hopeless. 1 fear this will be
the case with the Spring Garden estate, and I can only hope it will be confined
to this one.

13. In your Lordship’s circular of the 16th of March last, my attention
is drawn to the 67th section of the Trinidad Ordinance, which prohibits the
oIlotment of immigrants to an estate where the deaths during the previous year
<hall have exceeded a percentage of seven - persons in the hundred amongst the
indentured immigrants who have mnot completed an industrial residence
of five vears; and I am authorized to adopt this rule if T consider
it expedient. 1 think, in some Tespects, a fixed percentage would be
preferable to the fluctuating rate which would be obtained by taking
an annual or five years’ average. The past year's statistics give, however,
by this latter plan, a percentage of only a very small fraction below 7 per

9
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Department, no distinction is made between immigrants serving a first, ‘second:
o tarta of service; they are only classified into immigrants: under in-

denture, and immigrants not under indenture. And as I have explained in a

cent. The rule enforced in Trinidad appliés” ofily %o immigrants undet P
“ first indentures of five years, and in the rpturns gompiled by the Immigtation

former despatch, no note of the ages of the persons who have died has, until

recently, been made in the hal yearly returns, which in order to carry out
Lord Granville’s ingtructions strictly is required.. o -

14. I presume, in the application of the rule determined by Lord
Granville, it will be sufficient to obtain the yearly average of deaths, or the
five years’ average in the total number of immigrants wor ing on the estates,

making no distinction between those serving a first, second, or further period of

five years’ service, or between indentured or unindentured immigrants, but that
the refusal to assign any further immigrants will.only be considered as appli-
cable to immigrants arriving from India and entering upon their first term of
service. Immigrants entering upon & gecond or third period of service take
bounty, and are free agents, and i this class of coolies are disposed to re-inden-
ture on an estate where the mortality is beyond the prescribed percentage
limits, I presume they will be at liberty to do” so. The practical effect of
this will be that the proprietors of permanently unhealthy estates will not have
allotted to them any newly arrived immigrants, but may obtain at least a limited
increase in tpeir coolie labourers from the older residents or acclimatized
immigrants.

~
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No. 365, dated the 19th April 1871 B
From—DENIS M. GALLAGHER, Esq., Aeting Tmmigration Agent-General, British

) Guiana. ,
To—The Hon'ble J. M. GRANT, Government Secretary, &e., &c., &e.

I HAVE the homor to forward herewith - the 9onsol§fl_ated fetum of immigrants
under indenture of service, or residing on plantations 1o Bﬂtlﬂhv Guiana, for the half year
ending 31st December last. R : :

. oured, by issuing forms and a circular on the 24th December last, to pro-

cure i prf»;m:e::d accuratey lreturg being made from each plantation,—see enclosure No. 1;

and I tried, 1n the enclosute No. 2, to anticipate u:d'tﬂ::nd against inaccuracy or want of
with:

s formation. 1 found, howdver, that 1o : ing the minuteness of “sugges-
{?;ﬁﬂe?i:ftai l'espez:, Very?l:;ﬁous inaceuracies and accidental n lect did occur in the
proparation of the returns, ande] was thus compelled to send them back for correction and
smendment two or three timoes~in many cases, 10T which purpose I prepared the enclosure
mazked No. 3. .

.m The last of them was returned to thie office only on the 5th instant, upon which the
cons:fidat,ede return was, as soon a8 possible, completed, and would, but for the arrival
of the Neva and Ganges (With immigrants from Calcutta) have been submitted a week

or ten days since.

4 The Commissioners of enquiry report, paragraph 529, page 124 of their report, that
the “ average mortality would appear to be as nearly as possible 4 per cent. (per annum of course)
on the whole” (immigrant) population ; while the elaborate table prepared by me as to
the five years ending 31st December 1869 exhibita a rate of 384 similarly.

5. The plantationg that have reached or exceeded those rates during the half year
ending 3lst December last, and which therefore demand special examination and investiga-
tion are—Pln. Philadelphia, West Coast, Demarary, 429 per cent.; Pln. Wales, West
Bank, Demerary, 557 per cent. ; Pin. Cullen 'Aroabxsce Coast, Essequibo, 543 per cent.;
Pln. Johanna Cecilia, Aroabisce Coast, Essequibo, 549 per cent.; Pln. Aurora, Aroabisce
Coast, Essequibo, 686 per cent.; and Pin. Spring Garden, Aroabisce Coast, Essequibo, 623

per cent.; and, finally, Pin. Friends, East Bank, Berbice, 431 per cent.
6. His Excellency the Governor has, I believe, alrcady referred to Dr. Shier for enquiry

and report the extracts from the registers of deaths subm'i@ed by me some ti_mg sinee as to
Plantations Wales, Spring Garden, Aurora, and Johanna Cecilia. I now submit similar extracts

herewith, as to Plantations Philadelphia, Cullen, and Friends, with a view to investigation
3



* imdilarly. Tt may, " subrait, be found dedirable that some of theso plantations should be, at
*esat temporarily, restricted to the employment of fully acclimatized labourers, and that
immigrants . :hould ~not, consequently, be s#nt to them, on arrival, to be acclircatized.

" i 7. 1 do not consider that any of the other plantations require to be specially noticed.

8. It will be observed that the total numiber of immigrants accounted for by the con-
solidated return is 87'510 males, and 14,868 females; of whom 2,825 males, and 10,881 females

. are East Indiavs from Calcutts, the remainder consisting of .Chinese, Madrassees, persons of
African descent, and a few Madeéirans, and that the general average of mortality during the half
year was 1-64 per cent. ; that daring the year being at the rate of 306 per cent. per annum, or
a little over thurty in the thousand. : . '

9. I may here observe that with all the endeayour to obtain perfect accuracy in the
returns, they are still, I believe, nevertheless only clése approximations, and that it will be

* necessary shortly so to simplify and perfect the form of the half yearly return as to make it
comprehensive and capable of being readily and reliably filled up. It has, I fear, in the course
of years, become too eomplicated. - )

10. It may be desirable and intéresting to point out here that the rates of mortality:

.shewn by the consolidated returns for the past five years have been—

- 1866 «. 54 per cent.
1866 - 439
1867 - e - . 418
1868 - e vos e 29

»

1869 e 284

against 306 in 1870; while against 164 per cent. for the half year ending 81st December
last there stands~— . ’ ‘ o .

: ' L
For the half year ending 31st December 1865 " wes 272 per cent.
». » ». 1866 . e 216,
» » - » 1867 e, 206
» », »- ) 1868. .. 158 .
» . 1869 Lees 1'4 ».

which is, T submit taken altogether, a very cheering comparison.

11. In presence of the report of the “Commissioners api:ointed to enquire into the-
treatment of immigrants in British Guiana,” now no doubt under His Excellency’s consider-.
ation, it is I think unnecessary for me to trouble your Excellency with any further remarks,

No. 1. |
Circular No. 982, dated the 24th Docember 1870:
From—DENIS M. GALLAGHER, Esq, Acting Immigration Agent. General, British
To—All Managers of Plantations. ‘
I HAVE the honor to forward to you; enclosed lLerewith, a blank form of “half yearly
return of immigrants, under indenture to, or residing on” the plantation under your manage-
ment, which I shall be indebted to you to have carefully filled up and completed on 81st

instant, and forwarded for delivery at this office, not later than Monday next, 2nd January
1871, if at all possible, or at furthest, within a day or two afterwards.

2. T also forward to you similarly “suggestions for the prevention of errors or omissions
in the half yearly retarn,” which will, I hope, enable-you to cause a perfectly accurate return.
to be now and in future made out. v

3. You should provide yourself with a duplicate or-copy of the-return for your own use,
for which purpose you can, no doubt, btain a form from the Government contract printer on

payment of a trifling sum.
. No. 2.
IMMIGRATION OFFICE— Wednesday, 21st December 1870,
HALF YEARLY RETURNS OF IMMIGRANTS ON PLANTATIONS:

TaE Immigration Agent-General hereby requests the earnést attention of Managers and:
others interested to the following v

ions for the prevention of errors or omissions in the half yearly returns of

t .
Suages z'?nmig'rants Sfrom plantations.

—_ istics : . ey
L (aS)tat?‘hl:S first line (“number of indenturcd immigrants remaining,” &c.) should

ot include those indentured immigrants who were absent from the Planta-
tion on the last day of the preceding half year.

AR YRR

-

(b.) Care should be taken to compare the statistics with the “extracts” from the
. . registers, and the “specifications” (in the body of the return) so that
the one may not by any actidental error contradict the other, . ‘

(c:) 'The figures should be very carefully addéd up or deducted, the one from the

other ; or carried out, as.it may be; so a8 to avoid mere clerical errors; for

. that purpose the statistical columns should be examined and initialed by

a second person.

(d) To obtain accurately #7y “total numbér of immigr#nts remaining’ on the

plantation uyndet. ,.denture”. (fifth line froma bottom) the folios of the
“register of immigrants under indenture” should 'be most carefully
examined, and a summary made (in pencil at foot) : the totals of such
summaries should shew accurately the numbers under indenture. Wherever
at all practicable that part of the statistics, as well as that in the last line
but one of the statistical statement (“number of immigrants not under
indenture,” &c.,) should be verified by a personal muster of the immigrants
indentured, and unindentured, separately, on the last day of the half-
year, by which means error in that respect would become jmpossible.

" (e.) If the previous return has been in any respect erroneous, the error should not be
continued, or any effort made to adjust the figures, or make them fit to each
other: it should be simply explained in & “note” at foot that the previous
return was in fact erroneous. . '

2.~ Description of immigrants :

(a.) In the “extracts from the re%ixter,” and “apecifications” in the body of the
return, each immigrant should be accurately- described exactly as in the
“register of immigrants -under indenture,” or, as in the certificate of
industrial service if not under indenture.

(b)) If there be several immigrants of the same name, the greatest care should be
taken to secure that the right description is given ; and for that purpose
rional examination and enquiry, and eareful reference to the register

should be made in each case.

(¢) If in any exceptional case no official description of the immigrant can be
obtained, then the name, father’s name, ship, length of time in the colony,
and plantation on which last under indenture should be ascertained by
enquiry, so that the indentity of the immigrant may be positively ascertained
at this office, and due entry made in the registers of this department,.

8.—Births ond Deaths :

(@.) The greatest possible care should be taken that mo birth or death, whether
occurring amongst the indentured or unindentured immigrants, is omitted
from the proper “register” (or from the “extract” in the body of the
return); and every case of death of an infant soon after birth must be
registered both amongst the births and deaths.

(b.) Descriptions of deceased children should be very fully given, the description of
father and mother, and a statement of when .and where born being given,
* where no particulars of “ship and number” are available.

. (c) In the.case of death of any unindentured immigrant, it'should be so noted in the

columns of “remarks,” and every exertion should be made to obtain, and
forward with the return, all certificates of industrial service of- such
immigrants. , .

(d.) When any death takes place out of hospital, or any inquest has been held, the
fact should be duly noted in the column of “remarks,” any explanation
being shortly given in the former case; and in the latter, particulars of name
of coroner and verdict.

(¢) In cases of accidental or sudden death in which no inquest has been held, the
reasons, if any, should be given in explanation. ’

(*) The “age at time of death”, whether officially known or merely assumed as
apparent, should be invariably filled in. o

(9.) Should the space allowed in the form for any “ extract” or “specification” prove
insufficient, the entries should not be continued elsewhere under another
heading, but should be made on a slip of thin paper properly ruled, and
gummed on in proper place.

4.—Public Establishments :

When an immigrant is stated to be “in the Colonial Hospital, alms house, or”
&c., the particular establishment should be mentioned in the column of
remarks.

5
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.+ b—Return to be complete;

R - Each return should - gigned, dated, and. endorsed, as indioated, in the prmtei
6.—These suggestions to be cﬁcetwdy corried out ; ,
(e) Managers are eamestly requested to.satisfy themselves K::oml

: Y ly, when signing
- the balf yearly return, t}at these suggestions have fully and carefully
.. complied with, o

(b) It is also hereby requested that the slip copy of this memorandum forwarded to

each manager may be permanently affixed to, and preserved on, the fly leaf
of the estate’s register. :

&

e

DENIS M. GALLAGHER,

Acting Immigratian Agent-General.
Cd ) No. 8.
[Immediote.] |
No..
IMMIGRATION OFFICE,
' day, 1871,
S1 n;

I BAVE the honor to

published by this department, under date 21st December last, paragraph
and to the “note” :

page of the half yearly return form, by which you will be enabled to perceive that the
enclosed is incorrect : it is now therefore returned to you herewith,

2. The apparent errors are indicated in red ink on the face of the return.

3. 1 have also to ask. v careful reference to the “ suggeetibns." th
‘he . mtbeﬂ Note” . at foot ‘t)):' the ““ltxm from
registor of deaths;” and to request that you will, if it be possible, cause their terms
tobefnllycompliedwi’thasregu'dr?nthe -

.- . _ immigrant
, referrcd to in » .
4. I shall be greatly obliged by your now causing me to be furnished with a perfected
return of immigrants frot{: Pln, wy "8 » =, for the half-year ending

. last, at your earliest convenience ; care being taken
that the “suggestions” paragraph 1 4, are carefully observed in making it up.

5. An immediate reply is earnestly requested. .
| I have the honor to be,
S1m,

Your obedient Servant,

Immigration Agent-General..

Esq.,
Manager, &c., &e., &e.,
Pln.

request your more particular attention to the “ suggestions” (
at foot of the statistical statement on the first

%
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'[Ofdi/nance’ 4, 18(;'. cction 84; and Ordinance 13, 1866, Section 3.]
; ﬁonsolidé,ted Half-yearly Return of Immigrants under indenture of

ice, or residing qn Plantations in the Colony of British Guiana for the Half year ending 31st December 1870.

. MORTALITY. i ]
IMMIGRANTS UNDER INDENTURE OF BERVICE. IMMIGRANTS NOT UNDER OF SERVICE. 5.:0; Bhtom;nt of ac;;m;
s = ' ) ber of Total |5J | lainte againe
{ Total Number | Number of Number of Number of N‘g:aths Number of Number of number of g'! mﬁ ,fg:
number of Deaths Deaths. ths |Rate| amongst |Bate! Deaths |Rate| Deaths |Rate ths dene
Rate Rate| Deal g terms of inde:
From Fr (firect.;ll:rs From From d West Totals, P,‘;‘,‘,&f,‘n Births. lamongst tht: per m?t: per | amongst Pt cx:: ‘g;d eggl;- %a‘;tnglm per llimongslz per }.."nf‘ﬁh .a.g ture adjudicated
- A anc o q otals. - i cen d cent. del t. a
No. PLANTATION. Caleutta. Chinese. | ¢ Am‘i;m Totals. Caloutts. | Madras, | Chinese. | 2% | Indians, | Madeirans. m%oiz;fn cent. | “TVp BT cant. Chmeeeh‘ Ah-lzm Imm a radetran, oent.| ™ §= on —;e?rl.g the
. ' Calcutta. Madras. 8 cen : g8 Halt
descen - — o
. ' 2
. Ac-
F. M, ¥, M 08 Con-
. X M| P M| F M \ . R A M| F uit- Total.
M| F|M!P| M} PF|M|PFIM]F M . F | M ‘ F. | M. l F | XM M| F | M F|M ‘ F. | M, { F. | M. \ F. | M | P ‘ N 5 %,d victed
DEMERARA-WEST COAST.
. e —
- ‘ . ¢ 8! 4‘ 12! 3\ “ “ . 12 8| 420
1 | Philadelphia .. 180 57 wo| &7 e] a1 el R 69| e1| a8 78 . i | ‘ ‘ ‘ } a 6 e
- 3. 18 PR FUUUUE FURUS IUUIN PP FPPTREL FEELE S EEREESS ARt IR HRRR A NS SO 13 2 268
2 | Vergencgen .. 27 | 102] 9 8} 21 1| 2| 208 12| 65| 40| 8] 1 1 2] 18 . . g2| s2| 880l 184 6 : ‘ l ‘
[ 3\ B N C T LTI LR AL 6 8 197 4 20 2
8 { Tuschen de Vrienden oo o4 3| 1].. .| 280 95 54| 2 | 181... . , Ll osa| 42| sz 8Tl - . t ’
’ [ ) ISR PR T R P B (Ca i AR N 7 6! 38-26) 6 36 41
4 | Zoelugt . | 28| T0| 23} 11| 88 24| 81| 18| 14 2 38 2| ...} I I e 20| 10| 284/ 100 ¢ 1 6 .- ! ‘
: ’ ‘ 9 ' VU Foven FOPR) PRV SRR S - 1 2 291 8 14 17
6 | De Kinderen .. .| 2061 105 . 38f 2| 6| 3| 84| 10| 6| 380 ] 5L M| 70| 85| 4100 145 3 1 U . \
2 1. 7 2 154 8 27 30
6 | Mot-en- Meerzorg .| 812} 116 46 10 38 126 49| 27 sl ol Bl ]ein i 57| ss| 415 161} 8 1 6  Deeeeer
' 1 - - o 1 222 4 g 12
7| De Willem o0 .| 128 36 4. . voes 12| 36| 4r!| ar LB %8 L. 83| 58] 215 94 ) LN 6 . .
’ | 2 sereferernafenaes 1 g 13...] 8 3
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and Ordinance 13, 1866, Sectwn 3.]
Consolidated Ea]f-yearly Return of Immigrants under indenture of ser‘me, or residing on Plantations in the Oolony of British Guiana, for the Half- year °ndmg 31st December 1870
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.. Consolidated Han-yearly Return of Immigrants under ind{ature of service, or residing on Pla.nta.tmns in the Colony of Bnt1sh Gumna, fur 'fhe Half-year ending 31st December 1870.
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Consolidated Half-yearly Return of Immigrants under indenture of Servif’e, or residing on Plantations in the Colony of British Gu1a.na, for the Half-yeaf endlng 31st December 1870.
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Consolidated Half-yearly Return of Immigrants under indehture

k Ordmomce 4, 1864, Section 84 ; and Ordinance 13, 1866, Section 3.]
, semce, or residing on Plantations in the Colony of British Guiaus, for tho mﬁf Jear ending 31st December 1870.
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[ Ordinance 4, 1864, Section 84"" Ordinance: 13, 1868, Section 3.7 .
Consolidated Half- yea.rly Return of Immgrants under indenture of service, or resldnm lantations: in thﬂ. Colony of

Bntmh Gmana, for the Half year endmg 31st Decemb er 1870
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No. 40, dated St. Vincent, the 9th May 38

From—GEORGE BERKELEY, Esg Lieuten

T HAVE the honor to transmit to you:r Egoe
gration Agent for the half year ended 31st-Décet 870 A
9. The Immigration Agent explains the lvauge - of the delay “that b
occurred.in forwarding the report upon the preseitodbagim. e yv hag :

8 Itis gratifying to perceive that the 'a;pﬁe'hénsidns whieh were naﬂ;umﬂy
raised by the malfeasance of the late A%gm;, j to the pféseiit‘*’wdrkingiof the
system in this Colony, are unfounded, and: h¥me #erious grounds for complaint

LR

S

exist with respect to the condition and tr;aaw al the immigrants,
N “9"4\':)-‘ »
Dated St. Vincent; i srd May 1871,

From—J. D’Oyry, Esq., Immigrtion Agent.
Po—The Acting Colonial Secretary.
1 mavVE the honor to forward my report on the state of 'immiération in this Colony to
81st December 1870. A
1 have visited since my appointment to the office of Immigration Agent all the estates
on which indentured Indian immigrants are located, and made the necessary inquiries as to
treatment and general state of the coolies thereon.

No grave cause of complaint came under my notice. On some estates the state of the
houses were complained of, which, on inspection, I found were warranted, and I instructed the

several managers to have the necessary repairs done.

Complaints were a.. made as to the amount of wages paid, the coolies stating that they -
did not get paid in proportion to the work done, but, on examining the pay lists, I found the
amount of work performed duly entered and paid for, and, on questioning their own country-
men, am satisfied that it was only in cases where the coolie was lazy or physically incapable of
performing his task that the money earned was small; the industrious and strong always
earning and receiving a fair day’s wage.

In some instances the superintendent and overseer were accused of treating coolies
roughly, and although these complaints were not substantiated, I thought it advisable, where
they occurred, to direct the manager to warn his subordinates never to touch one of the

immigrants, but to refer to him any case of delinquency on the part of the coolie.

The medical attendance appears to have been regular on the several estates, but, in some
instances, the doctor’s visits appear to have been very hurried; the immigrants GO’Ihplainin
that they had no opportunity of stating their ailments oun account of the short stay of thg
doctor on the estate. No doubt the congx'pla.ints of many were not warranted, but I ,’;questes

Dr. Checkley and Dr. Cumming on their next visit carefully to examine all
sick or fancied themselves so, which I understand was done.y Who were really

The number of births during the past half year amount to 30
exceeding the deaths by 13. P y 30, as per Schedule A,

The number of deaths for the same iod was 17, The se .
shewn in Schedule B. . pen xes and nature of disease are

The amount of crime among the Indian immigrants is shown in '

of contract appear to have been of more frequent gzz'c]:lurrence than forizlz,fg?li& isBreaohes
measure, attributable to the excitement among the coolies owing to the in\;esti ati , In §ome
cases of cruel treatment on Argyle Estate. Only one long term of imprisonmentgw ion ‘f)li the
during the half year in a case of stealing, viz., 18 months, ‘ as inflicted

There appears to be a discrepancy in the number of Indiah immi
with former reports of my predecessor, The numbers named in Sche dulzgl‘élgfe 1a: aggg;g:;i%

1




A

with the half dylearlyretnmsmin by ths mansgers, which appear to be correct. On my

next visit to the estates I intend to maky an accurate list of all Indian iremigrants, whether

free or'indengmd;,qa that Hﬁtme_@?-m' be 1o possibility of mistake in the actual

numbers. .- K
. -According to clause 8 of Act No, lé,' the coolie labourer is entitled to recejve two

- pence per hour for efta work. I atn of opxjon that this clause works injurious]
employer and_employed ; coolios appear i prefer work about the l)uild"]mm'usy ooth to
but as Creole labour_ egn be ~obtaine£et;a less rate than that payable tlzgtiel,ncgro?ﬁa,nﬁx%

T 5

managers do not care to ‘the Iatter. But on some estates I found that cooli
employed. about the: worﬁmngz:cqe ing the same rate as paid to Creoles, t;x?w:;:

paid being from 0 to 36 cents perday. Where objection was made to -
D Sl s o 800wk e becanot cara s a1 hink 1 ol
between themselves ; yer 4olie to settle the amounts to be puid for extra work

ment be less fhan to a(fmolghbourq; of equal ability,

: Thisreportﬁ‘adle heensiglaved oni aceount of the confag; .. iy
2 v gh it nfus ans .

abrupt dezrtnryl:‘fi the late Immigi§@RERZent, and the fact of the shil;:;ing a",'ﬁfyff,'}“‘ﬂm' "h,:

- “,“!“5““‘1 entit 3 fo back paseagiget Ty time thit the several estates should have been

visited. I will en eavour to make iy __ﬁ’r_the half year m&ing 30th June next muoh

earlier, and, I trust, more comprehensive, '* oxs m

Showing the number Qf Births amongst ”d‘dg
' year ending 313tf;’ : Samber

BIRTE

-course on the understanding that in no case shall the rate of pay- -

Plantations;'

Langley Park

Orange Hill ..,

Lot 14 ans . see
Tourama
Belle Vue ...

Sans Souci ...

Adelphi

Union
Argyle
Mount Pleasant
Carapan ...
Bellsir ...
Montrose ...

Pembroke ...
Rutland Vale...
Mount Wynne

Richmond ...

TorAL

vee

von

R B Y
.
1 vos
1 .
2
1
cor 1
1 1
12 18

Females

12

18

30
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Shewing the Commz’tm&g to gaol of Indian Immigrants during the half year
- ended 31st December 187C,.and nature of their offences.

i

Offences.

No. of Cases..

Punishment,

Breach of Contract
Debt

Assault
Stealing

Abuse

24 Imprisonment... 7 to 30 days’ hard labour,

»”

{ » othé}é 14 to 2

. 14 to 30

7 to 2 months’ hard labour,
1 for 18

» I

»

1

N L o =
Dated Emigration Boapd %‘ ,t# 9th‘Jp_1iﬁl 18‘71.';"‘ L e
From—S® T, W. (. ¥ wm| LR
To—R. G. W HERz... ke, &e. 1
I HAVE to acknowledge your letter of the %;,- ant, with a despatch from the Gov-
ernor of British Guiana, enclosing the report: #¥ ,e tmmigration Agent for the six months
ending 31st December last. o e ' -
2. It appears from this report that the wumiber of immigrants working on estates on
3lst December was— fowl T ' .

h e ‘Mules.  Females. Total .
Under indenture 89,8700 10,006 . 39,876
Not under indenture ., 7640 4388 12,528

o STBI0 - 14894 52404
being, as the Governor says, an increase, ag oo \5}{»(1 wish 1869, of. 3,668 males- and; 1,592
females, As compared, however, with 30th Jung, »*70, there is an increase of 20 in the
number of males, and a decrease of 220 in Vg ny ?w?,_fi&gml"ese. The births had been at

the rate of 281 per cent., the deaths at the . ~-3;is ,a slight increast -on -the
rate of the previous two years, which was . pectively. This increase the
Governor attributes to the number of new im wed in 1869-70, adding that,
by a recent return, it appears that the mortal” rants who have been less than
two years in the colony is as high as 548 - s that the mortality among
acclimatized immigrants is proportionatel’ L= ate given. above. Upon this
point, I would beg to refer to my report v, s{bér Lst. Considering the peculiar
circumstances of cooly immigrants a mortality Q00 ¢annot, 1 think, be considered
unsatisfactory. ' A

8. The Governor reports that on four estates® the mportality has been more than double

o the average mortality of the year and of the previous five
* Spring Garden, Aurora, Belle Vue, Wales. years, a.naﬁ that these estates would, therefore,under the
rule laid down by Earl Granville, be excluded from allotments of fresh immigrants. On
three of these estates, the average mortality has, the Governor says, been always high, and
he regards them, therefore, as permanently unhealthy. He proposes, however, under the
direction entrusted to him, not to enforce Lord Gran\{xlle"s rule against them at once, waiting,
in the case of Spring Garden estate, which has the highest death-rate, to seec the effect of

- some improvements undertaken by the proprietor. I cannot think that this is a right con-

clusion to come to. The refusal to allow new immigrants will, no doubt, be very injurious
to the estate ; but, on the other hand, the allotment of them to estates proved to be permancntly
unhealthy, is knowingly to assign a proportion to almost certain death. The proprietors of
such estates must, I think, be left, till they ean improve their sanitary condition, to obtain
labourers among old immigrants who are acclimatized, are free to accept or refuse the service,
and have the means of knowing the circumstances of the estate. The estates to which this
rule, if the Earl of Kimberley should approve 1t, would apply, are Spring Garden, Belle Vue,
and Wales. On Aurora estate, although the mortality in 1870 was large, it has in other
years been moderate. It may be hoped, therefore, _t%at it was the result of exceptional
! ’

circumstances last year. L

4. The Governor assumes that in applying Lord Granville’s rule, the rate of mortality
is to be calculated on the whole number of immigrahts working on the estate, without
reference to the date of their intro'dqctxon R but_tha,_t the refusal to assign 18 to apply only to
new immigrants,—I presume that his interpretation is correct on both points. The calcula-
tion of the rate of mortality is to ascertain the healthiness >f an estate, or the contrary ; and
a large mortality among old immigrants would be'a greater proof of unhealthiness than an
equal mortality among new. At the same time, it is only n.w immigrants whom the Govern-
ment is epecially bound to protect against assignment to ar @tate where the mortality has
been large. Immigrants who have completed the_n' jrdustrial residence are lesg likely to
suffer from local influences, and are generally able to judg: for themselves whether

; it-is for
their advantage to engage on a particular estate.

-
.

Dated Emigration Board, the 2(th June 1871,

From—SIirR T. W. C. MurbpoCH
To—R. ¢. W. Hersierr, Esq. &c., &ec., &e.

VE to acknowledge your letter of 17th instar, with a despatch .
Go?e{'nlzt: of Saint Vinceu%, e}nclo‘s,ing the report of 4e Immigratign Ag?:tn 1ott htiu%lellltlenant-
50th December last. . sland to

2. This report has been delayed by the circunstances under which
the present Agent vacated his office. It shows thatthe number of Indi
colony on 31st December last was 1,227 that th Dirths in the half-

the predecessor of
Al Immigrants in the
year had been 80, the

7



5 ‘

- deaths : 7. The “mortality was the 5 the rate of 27 per 1,000 per annum. The
work perforined. was equal to 1016 r-not quite 83 days in the six months for each
immigrant. Ths days lost throug’ ¢Hidays, or idleness were 64444 equal to
524 per head; the earnings ang” wverage of § 1575 each. Some complaints
were made as to insufficienc s, but, on investigation, were found to be
unreasonable, and complaints of has ut were in the same way not substantiated.
The Immigration Agent suggests tu. 1. of the provision in the Immigration
Act prescribing the amount to be paid to c. £ extra work, the cooly and the employer

should be allowed to fix the amount by private ..greement, but not lower than the amount

20th June 1871, Chairman, Emigration  paid to a Creo}_e labourer of equal ability. I see no objection
Board, to Under Secrotary of State, to this arrangement, but its expediency is obviously a matter
C.0. for the counsideration of the local authorities, :

There is nothing else in this report that appears to me to require notice.

No. 141, dated Dowx_;}ﬁ@; Street, the 30th June 1871.

From—" KIMBERLEY.
To— {)szc, &e., &e,
With reference to 3 " of the 2nd ultimo, transmitting the report

migration Agent-Gencral for the last half

9th June 1871.
you the enclosed copy of a Report from

the Emigration Commissic | you a discretion for the present in the
applicatibn of the rule laid 3 respecting the allotment of fresh im-
migrants to unhealthy estai.. with that discretion on this occasion ;
but I desire to remind you tha . of it, you should keep in view that the,
temporary disadvantage to an.sé _bi be caused by the refusal or suspension,

of an assignment of fresh immig: ., vugue uot to be allowed to weigh against the necessity
of preserving the immigrants from being sent to a locality dangerous to thejr health, and that
it will be better to err on the side of protection to the mmigrants than of advantage to the
estates, as a very serious responsibility will rest upon the Government if a fresh allotment of
immigiants is made to a permanently unhealthy estate, in which category, I think that
Spring Garden cstate must at present be classed. ,

No. 34, dated Downing Street, the 3rd J uly 1871.

From—The EARL oF KIMBERLEY.
To—GovVERNOR RAWSON, ¢ B, &c., &c., &c.

I HAVE received Lioutenant-Goy'ert}or Berkeley’s despatch No. 40 of the 9th of May,
enclosing the report of the Immigration Agent in St. Vincent, for the half-year endiny the

31st of December 1870, |

I transiit to you a copy of a report by Sir Clinton Murdoch on these papers.

In regard to the suggestion of the Immigration Agent that the law should be am epdod
so s to permit the employer and ‘he cooly to fix the wages for extra work by private
agrecent, 1 am not disposed to disszut from Sir G, Murdoch’s opinion that the experiment
of allowiug such agreements may be tricd if the Local Government think it expedient; but
if the amendment in question be made, its working should be narrowly watched, as I cannot
but feel some doubt whether a cooly wonld be able to sceure from his en,}ployer a fair equiva.
lent for his labour, as compared with thii of a Creole of “equal ability.
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