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f’mcccdz’ngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
26th October 1871.

No. 155. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Commis-
sion, Kurnool, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George,
~ dated Kurnool, 12th September 1871, No. 19:— '

" With reference to Government Order, dated 19th June 1871, No. 878, refusing
to allow the Kurnool. Municipality a gang of prisoners free of charge, I have the
honour to bring to your notice that Colonel Wilson, in his letter to Government,
No. 2, dated 2nd April 1870, calculates the value of
labour at the rate of one Anna per man, and in his letter
G. 0., dated 10th June 1871, No-876.  \ g4 dated 1st June 1871, atr two Annas per man,*
which raises the nominal value of convict labour for the Municipality in four years’
to Rupees 7,213. * '

2. The Commissioners must, however, point out to Government the fallacy of
the calculation of value of labour received gratis by the Municipality. The reasons
why the Government were asked to allow a gang of prisoners to work free of charge
was because, as pointed out in my letter, No. 64, dated 9th May 1867, the Sanitary
Commissioner had described the peculiar situation of Kurnool, and the necessity

Mr. Ellis' roport on Karnool, pars there was for Government to aid the Commissioners-
graphs 49 to 53. And Government consented to consider the expediency
of aiding the Municipal Commissioners in a well-digested scheme, &c.

G. 0., dated 28th April 1870, No. 595,

3. Plans and estimates were accordingly sent up and returned, and sent to
the Superintending Engineer, and an Overseer was advertized for, and nothing more
has been heard of the matter. Itis not necessary to re-open that subject, for, under
present arrangements, no money would be granted-by Government, and the town is
improved and healthy, and the Act has been abolished, and in its place Act IIL
of 1871 instituted. But I merely mention the matter to show why I applied for
convict work, gratis. ‘ : -

4. It would be * one of the most direct methods of aiding the Commis-
sioners in carrying out municipal improvements that I am aware of,” and when I
wrote that I had in my mind the idea of the great wants of the town'as detailed by
Mr. Ellis, the Sanitary Commissioner. '

5. ‘The intention was that they should do road-work, such as repairs, and so
relieve the Commissioners and enable them to carry out other necessary require-
ments. But what has been the case? I believe that those 57,719 prisoners, valued
at 7,212 Rupees, have not repaired much above one-half mile of road in the Munici-
pality. ' L -
6. The work they were employed in was not at the request of the Munici-
pality, and it generally consisted of planting trees, and building protecting walls
round them. I never knew it was considered as municipal work, and imagined it
was done in order te occupy the prisoners, and it was certainly for the furtherance
of a wish of the Superintendent to beautify Kurnool with trees.

7. It was not till we were called on to pay for wear and tear of tools that it
struck me that every thing done out of the jail was charged to the Municipality,
and that was why-I asked the Jail authoritjes to show me the detail of particular
works upon which tools charged were used. The money was, however, paid.as
crdered by Government in their Order, No. 595, dated 28th April 1870,



A

Proceédz'ngs of the Madras Government, Publzc Depdrtment, |
26tk October 1871.

| 8. If there was a necessity to allow us the prisoners till 1870, and an order by
Government passed in 26th June 1867 , I am unable to see that ‘there was any
reason why the Superintendent of the Jail should take on himself to refuse to allow
us convict labour on the plea that the Government Order only sanction its applica-
tion as a temporary measure.-
9. Because Government have not aided this Municipality as Mr, Ellig thought
it should bé aided, and because our funds are small, and our payments to the
irrigation are large, I request Government to rg-eonsider/ their last Order, No. 87 6, '

i:htad 19th June 1871,»and allow for the use of this Municipality a gang of Prisoners,

.»"_i'r'ee of charge, for the purpose of repairing roads. At present they are employed
~inbreaking up a $reat deal of metalling for roads, with what object I know not, and

laying it near the jail in such a manner as to be dangerous should an outbreak of
prisoners occur. Instead, therefore, of carrying and laying up this large dangerous
-store of broken stone, it would be far easier, mare economical and useful to lay it

7. down on the municipal roads that require it.

‘No. 156. OrpER THEREON, 26th. October 1871, No: 1631,

On further consideration, the Government will not insist on the Municipality-
being deprived, during the current financial year, of the supply of convict labour
which has hitherto been granted to them without payment, on the understanding
that carts, tools, ropes, and other articles required in their employment are farnighed
by the Municipality, or that if these are provided from the jail they shall be charged
to the Municipality. S

2. In order to ensure the efficient working of the gang of conviots, it is, in
the opinion of the Government, necessary that the Municipality should provide a
work Overseer, and that they should furnish to the Superintendent of the Jail a
ﬁegkly statement describing the work done by the convicts under munieipal
supervision. The President will, in his annuul report, state in detail the nature ang
value of the work performed when the Government will deoide as to the continu.
uance of the exceptional privilege. '

3. The Government direct that the store of broken stone collected by the J ail
Superintendent be made over to the Municipality without payment,

" (True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Gavernment.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Kurnoal.
»  Inspector-General of Jails,

Exd. J. Wright,
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