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Proccedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
25th October 1871.

No. 144. Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of South Canara.
to the Secretary to Government, Revenue Department, Fort St. George,
dated Beltangadi, 12th October 1871, No. 1369 :—

"I have the honour to forward, for the consideration of Government, a petitior
addressed to His Excellency the Governor in Council by the inhabitants of this
district objecting to the transfer of South Canara to the Bombay Presidency, and
requesting that their petition may be forwarded to the Secretary of State.

9.+ Accompanying the petition is a letter from the District Committee, in which
they state that the petition is still in course of signature in the district.

3. The members of the District Committee and many of the persons who
have signed the petition are very influential men and large landed proprietors, and
fit reprcsentatives, therefore, of the Canara proprietors. I may add also that from
my own knowledge the objections to the transfer are general throughout the
district. : ) ,

4. The orders of Government on the telegram addressed to His Excellency
the Governor by Laxumana Prabhu have been communicated to him, and, in
accordance with the Order of Government in the Public Department, dated the 25th
ultimo, No. 1456, an official denial of the truth of the rumour will be published in
the next District Gazette.

et

From the District Committee, to the Acting Collector of South Canara, dated Mangalore, 28th
September 1871,

On behalf of the landowners, ryots, merchants, and other inhabitants of South Canara, we, the
members of the Committee appointed at a general meeting of the inhabitants held on the 8th instant,
most respectfully beg you will be pleased to forward the accompanying memorial to the Right
Honourable the Governor in Council with your favourable remarks. As the signatures of the
people in remote parts of the district have not yet been received, we beg to be permitted to submit

them as they are obtained.

To :
Taz Rioar Hox.  FRANCIS BARON NAPIER, k. 1,
GQovernor and President in Council, Fort St. George,
Madras.

The humble Memorial of the Landed Proprietors,
Merchants, and other Inhabitants of the
District of South Canara.

May 1T pLEasE Yous Lorpsuip,

Your Lordship’s Memorialists, the representatives of the whole district of South Canara,
having heard that the transfer of this district to the Bombay Government is under contemplation,
beg most respectfully to submit to your Lordship’s favourable consideration that the proposal is
unnecessary and calculated to prove detrimental to the well-being of the community.

Since the acquisition of this province by the British Government its affairs have been adminis-
tered by officers who have had full experience of the manners, customs, wants, and interests of the
people. Acts and Regulations suited to the peculiarities of the district and the interests of its
population have been introduced from time to time, and the minds of the people have been, by
conciliatory means, fully reconciled to the mode of administration now adopted. Under the stability
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and certaiﬁty of these Regulations and process of the Courts innumerable estates have beep acquired
by purchase and lacs of Rupees laid out upon them.

If your Lordship’s Memorialists rightly remember, the question O.f transferring this province to
Bombay was agitated and finally decided to the advantage of the peopl'e after.alengthened corres-
poridence during the time when Mr. T. L. Blane was the Collector of this district. The boundaries
hetween the two Presidencies were settled by the retransfer to this district of the Kundapur
Taluq from Bombay when Mr. Cadell was the Collector. The circumstances that necessitated the
transfer of North Canara to the Western Presidency were chiefly that the province bisects the
cotton tracts of Dharwar and the sea coast, and the merchants. of Bombay who deal in that com-
modity find it inconvenient to transport their merchandize through another Presidency. No such

inconveniences are experienced in consequence of South Canara being attached to the Madras
Presidency.

On the other hand, the opening of the railway between Madras &nd Beypore on the one side
and Bangalore on the other has greatly encouraged the private trade of the district. Cotton goods
manufactured along the Eastern Coast and the Central Districts of Salem, Cuddapah, Bellary, and

- Mysore, as well as many other cpmmodities for use in this district, are freely introduced by the
facilities of communication now afforded. The proposed extension of the railway to Cannanore and
Mercara will no doubt greatly tend to improve the prosperity of this province.

Tn point of distance South Canara is nearer to Madras than to Bombay. It takes twiceas
long for a letter to go by post from Mangalore to Bombay as from Mangalore to Madras. The only
easy and safe means of journey from this place to Bombay is by sea ; but this mode of communica-
tion is cut off nearly half the year in consequence of the heavy monsoon of the Western Coast. To
this is added the great difficulty experienced all the year round of transporting cargo across the
Mangalore Bar. The long and tedious inland journey through unfrequented countries is beset with
many inconveniences and consequent loss and delay to traders. On the other hand, the road from
Mangalore to Bangalorevia Mercara is open to passengers and transit of goods at all seasons, which
is a matter of great convenience to the people of this district, enabling them thus to reach the seat

of Government when they may have grievances to represent and suits to defend under the same
Code of Regulations as of Madras.

As far as your Lordship’s Memorialists can learn, the local laws of the Bombay Presidency
widely differ from those of Madras, the majority of them having been enacted for the administration
of provinces whose landed tenures considerably differ from those of Canara ; the very habits and
customs, too, of the inhabitants of this district are unlike those of neighbouring countries.

South Canara has, with many of its peculiarities, its peculiar laws, customs, and mamools, such
as the Aliyasantana and Maramakattaya among the Hindoos and Hennumula among the Moplahs.
These are to a certain extent prevalent in several districts of the Madras Presidency, best known

to both Government and Judges and by whom they have been all along well administered. But
such laws and mamools are unknown in the Bombay Presidency.

Your Lordship’s Memorialists, for the last three quarters of a century, were placed under the
administration of the Madras Government, and their wants and interests have been duly supplied
and cared for by men who had full experience of the district, and who were Members both in the
Revenue Board and the Council, and who, in fact, were representatives of this district. In case of
the transfer of this district to Bombay, your Lordship’s Memorialists will lose the important services
not only of these but those of the Collectors, Assistant Collectors, and Judges who belong to thia
district and have gained great popularity among the people.

Your Lordship’s Memorialists therefore beg to assure your Lordship that as the transfer of this
district to the Bombay Government will no doubt create a disruption of relations—social, commer-
cial, and political, —they are altogether averse to it, and that they are perfectly satisfied with the
Government of the Madras ,,I_’ﬂrgsidexicy; who have hitherto watched the interest of this province to
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the satisfaction of its inhabitants, whose wants and grievapces are best known to them. Your Lord-
ship’'s Memorialists request that this memorial may be submitted for consideration to His Grace the
Duke of Argyll, Secretary of State for India.

Your Lordship's Memorialists will ever pray.

MANGALORE,
15th September 1871.

No. 145. : OrDER THEREON, 25th October 1871, No. 1625.

Ordered that the memorial be transmitted, ag desired, to the Right Honour-
able the Secretary of State for India. :

9. The Government observe that the Collector has already been authorized to
notify in the District Gazette that 8o far as this Government have been able to ascer-
tain no such transfer as is deprecated is contemplated.

(True Extract.)

Under Sccretary to Government.

To the Collector of South Canara.

Txd. A. S. Rodgers.
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the merchants of Bombay who deal in that commodity find it inconvenient to transport thei
merchandjse through another Presidency. No such inconveniences are experienced in con-
o sequence of South Canara being attached to the Madras Presidency. ~ - . ,
‘ A Qn the other hand, the opening of the Railway between Madras and\B‘ey'p,por on the
1 , one side, and Bangalore on the other has greatly encouragedthe private trade gfagbg}Distx"ﬁ{. )\
—— Cotton goods manufactured along the Eastern Coast, and the Central Districts 0 Ba em,
/é : Cuddapah, Bellary, and Mysore, as well as many other commodities for use in this District
are freely introduced by the facilities of communication now afforded. The proposed ex-
tension of the Railway to Cannanore and Mercara will no doubt greatly tend to improve
the prosperity of this province. - ,
In point of distance South Canara is nearer to Madras than to Bombay. It takes twice
as long for a letter to go by post from Mangalore to Bombay as from Mangalore to Madras.
{ : The only easy and safe means of journey from this place to Bombay is by sea; but this mode




. « ) ~ .‘ » "~' -
Q- ; S .
L N\

of communication is cut off nearly half the year in consequence of the heavy monsoon of

the Western Coast. To this is added the great difficulty experienced all the year round of
transporting cargo across the Mangalore bar. The long and tedious inland journey through
unfrequented countries is beset with many inconveniences and consequent loss and delay
to traders. On the other hand, the road from Mangalore to Bangalore via Mercara is open to
passengers and transit of goods at all seasons, which is a matter of great convenience to the
‘people of this District enabling them thus to reach the seat of Government when they may
have grievances to represent and suits to defend, under the same Code of Regulations as of
Madras.

As far as Your Lordship’s Memorialists can learn, the local laws of Bowmbay Presi-
dency widely differ from those of Madras, the majority of them having been enacted for the
administration of Provinces whose landed tenures consider ably differ from those of Canara;
the very habits and customs too of the inhabitants of this District are unlike those of
neighbouring countries.

South Canara has with many of its peculiarities, its peculiar laws, customs, and mamuls,
such as the Aliyasantdna and Maramakattiya among tlie Hindus, and Henpnumila among
the Moplas. These are to a certain extent prevalent in several Districts of the Madras
Presidency, best known to both Government and Judges and by whom they have been all
along well administered. But such laws and médmuls are unknown in the Bombay Presidency.

Your Lordship’s Memorialists for the last three quarters of a century were placed under
the administration of the Madras Government, and their wants and interests have been duly
supplied and cared for by men who had full experience of the District and who were memb-
ers both in the Revenue Board and the Council, and who in fact were representatives of this
District. In case of the, trapsfer of this District to Bombay, Your Lordshlp 8 Memorialists
will lose the 1mportant services not-only of these but those of 'the Collectors, Assistant
Coliectors, and Judges who belong to this District, and have gained great popularity among
the people.

Your Lordship's Memorialists therefore beg to assure Your Lordshlp that as the transfer
of this District to Bombay Government will no doubt create a dlsruptlon of 1e1at10ns, social.
commercial, and political, they are altogether averse to it, and that they are perfectly satis
fied with the Government of Madras P1esLdency who have hitherto watched the interest o
this province to the satisfaction of its inhabitants whose wants and grievances are bes
known to them. Your Lordshlps Memorialists request that this Memorial may be sub
mitted for cons1derat10n to His Grace the Duke of Argyll, Secretary of State for India.

Your Lordship’s Memorialists will ever pray.
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