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 Proceedings of the Madras Government, Pyblic Dapartmont, -~
23rd October 1871. " |

No. 121. Read the following letter from the President of the Muhlclpal Com-
mission, Salem, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. Greorge,
dated Salem, 13th September 1871, No. 105:— '

I have the honour to submit my reporton the worfmg of the Sa.lem Munioi-
pality during the year ending 30th April 1871, .

2. The Municipality has now been in existence for four years, and the results
that have attended the exertions of the Commissioners are very satisfactory. |

8. On my first joining the district 1 found that the internal management
of the Commission was entrusted to the several Commiisioners who were in charge
of the different sections into which the town was dmded 80 that each Commissioner
acted on his own responsibility, and thus there was a wané of umform1ty in the
working of the Act. I at once remodelled. the Commissien by appointing a Sub-
Committee consisting of a che-Presldﬁent (no snch oiﬁcer baving been hitherto
appointed) and three Commissioners, who git twice 2 week to dispose of petitions
and ordinary appeals, all general and important subjects being brought before tha-
General Meetmg which is held twice a month. The division of the town into
sections remains as before, the only difference bsing that each Comlmsmoner has
now no independent power as formerly. -The change thus effected is found to work
very satisfactorily, and a marked improvement of the town, both in appearance and
sanitation, is the result that has attended the change.

4. 1 shall now proceed to notice the recelpts and dubursements for the year
under report:— . S :

Recerprs.—The recelpts during the year from all aources of revenue amounbed
to Rupees 43,672-12-3, including State contribution wlneh amounted to Rupees
9,589-15-3. 'The balance at the commencement of the year wasRupeea 10,660-8-6,
so that the total recelpts amouate& to Rupeei 54,388-4-9 'I‘hau' parhcnlars are

as follow —

. . o RS. A, P.
House-$aX .oo oo oo wei e eee weer wse e e oo G411 405
Trades-tax ... ... o, s e b e en e e .. 6,074 0 O
Tolls e e e e B ae wee e .. 8,568 3 8
Taxesonvehmles e e e e L1556 12 O
Registration of carts ... ... ... .. .. vee ere Vreeme 424 10 8 .
. LicenBe £68 ... aee ee aen iee wse ser see eve ees 269 1 1
T FIneS ... ... ot eer eee esrieee e 482 8 10
State oontnbuhon e e e e e 6,150 0.0
Arrears— . i o
" - House-taX ... cv iee die wved e wes ees 562 10 11
© Trades-tax ... ... v e see e e .. 1,350 0 0
TollS oo woe wee wee v oo e e wee 1164 40
State contribution ... ... ... ... .. 2,689 15 8
c o ‘ 7 ~——e—e— 5,666 14 2
 Otherreceiptd ... oo oo een e 2502 1 3
BecoverieB ... ... v cee er see eee e s 5,346 4 2
Balance broughtforward oo e eee wie eee e ... 10,660 8 6

Total ... 54,006 4 9

: P —————.
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The receipts show a decrease . under the past year of Rupecs 3,964. This is
owing chiefly to there being a less amount of arrears to collect (this was the case
last year), and also to the failure of the toll contractor to pay his instalments of kist
regularly. The deposits made by renters is excluded from this account.

- 5. House-rax.—The demand on this account for the year was Rupees 7,857.
The collections amounted to Rupees 6,411, leaving a balance uncollected of Rupees
1,416, of which almost the whole has since been collected, ~inblud3ng soveral items
struck off as irrecoverable, e 4 L _

_ Trapes-Tax.—The demand was Rupees 7,549, of which Rupees 6,074 was
collected, including Rupees 62 struck off; and the balance remaining was Rupees
1,413. A greater portion of this balance has also been since collected.

Torrs.—The tolls were as usual leased out, the rent for t_hezyear- being
Rupees 9,455. The amount collected was Rupees 8,563, which was below the
estimate for the year, but the balance or rather a greater portion of it has since been
collected. ' SR .

6. 'The collections under the other items require no special remark. They

were very nearly equal to the estimate. : - ‘

7. StaTE CoxTRIBUTION.—The amount received on account of State contri-
bution was Rupees 6,150, the estimated amount for the yeer being Rupees 8,409.
From the report of the Auditor, it will be seen that the above sum is in excess of
that claimable by the Muiicipality by Rupees 786. ' :

R.  The collections of arrears of provicus yoears have boen rather backward.
The books, however, have since been thoroughly revised, and I hope to have no
balance of previous years remaining uncollected at the close of tiris year.

9. Rzcoveries.—Under the head of “ Recoveries” a sum of Rupees 700 was
recovered by adjustment, and bills on account of Rupees 800 advanced from time
time to the late Secretary for the purpose of carrying on works. More than half
the balance has since been recovered. The recovery of Rupees 4,775 was for the
repairs of certain roads round Salem, but out of the municipal limits executed by the
municipal labour and the money paid out of the municipal funds, but subsequently
recovered from local funds. The recoveries of advances made to Municipal
Commissioners was also on account of petty works executed within their respective

divisions.
10. The expenditure under the different heads was as follows :—
' ‘ . RS,

New Works ... wov woe cor con e oe o 2,885
Repairs ... ... . . oo L .. ... 8589
Conservancy ... ... oo eee eee eee e ... 11,954
Police  voo e e e e e e e e D707
Establishment ... e e e e e 8,026
Purposes other than those specified in Section 25... 7,192

Total ... 34,353

11. Under % New Works” Rupees 2,835 was expended inconstructing latrines,
drains, road tunnels, and dust-bins. There is a great want of proper latrines in this
town. All the old latrines were built of mud, and most of them are now in ruins.

daily filth and rubbish was removed in carts and deposited in depbts

_. usual Statements A., B., and C.

- Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
23rd October 1871.

-~

Six new pucka latrines have, within the last six months, been built of solid stones and
clay, pointed with chunam-and-brick copings. Iintend renewing all the old latrines
‘in §his; way as they fall to pieces. They are expensive at first, but pay in the long
run, - - ,

- Repams,—The largest item und i . . ]
amounted to Rupecs 3, 21‘408’ under this head is for ropairs of roads, whicl
-~ Conservancr.—The charges under ‘this head amounted to Rupees 11.953
Every x}tt‘ention has been paid to this Department. A European Sanitary Insp:acto;-
was appointed specially to look after the conservancy of the town, to see that the

A froxfl the thickly -populated parts of the town. In those parts of the town where no
latrine accommodation exists, scavengers are employed to go from house to house

“and clean the private cess-pits, the ordure being carried away in covered carts, An .

expenditute of Rupees 1,074 was incurred for the removal of a small Chucklers’
village to the outskirts of the town. The village was situated at one of the
entrances to the town, and was filthy in the extreme.  No amount of fining did any
good. If there was any epidemic in the town it geherally commenced in thig
village. Its removal has considerably improved the sanitary condition. of the
place. o R | B

12, Esrasusayent.—The expenditure under this head amounted to Rupees
3,026. It includes office establishment, stationery, printing, furniture, and other
M}*skﬁ?a“w B SOC T ) ERRE ST e .

' 13. 'The outlay for Purposes other than those specified in Section 25 was
Rupees 7,192; of this, Rupees 2,000 was for a market site; as it was the oiﬂy
available spot in that parf of the town the value was in consequence high, Rupees

;166 was for lighting the town, and Rupees 1,319 was constituted towards the

maintenance of the Civil Dispensary.

14. The balance at the close of the year anid;ihteﬂ to Rupees 1 9,980-2‘;9, which :.

it is intended to appropriate towards the drainage scheme of the town. ,
15. The accounts of the Municipality were carefully audited, and the Audi-
tor’s report accompanies. s : 3 ey

. A sion, Salem, dated Salem, 15th June 1871. _
I most respeotfully beg to submit my report on the result of my auditing the ,wcbnntz of ﬁb
Salem Town Municipality for the past official year ending on the 30th April 1871, together with the

From the Auditor of the-}{nniéii)ai Accoﬁnbs,i Salem, to the President of the Municipa.l. éommis-;

2. T carefully examined each item of receipts and disbursements entered in the cash.]
and found them duly supportedwith vouchers. w book,

3.'\ The above receipts and disbursements were further checked, the former by the two ‘

). Register of o on oa +eiagon and ragistexfa.noted in themargin, and the latter hy the counterfoils of

g imale: ogistered. - cheques issued to the Huzoor Treasury for the payment of money,

: , --a8'well as by other vouchers. ' :

4. In some of the vouchers in support of disbursements, the parties haye acknowledged the

receipt of only & portion of the sum mentioned in them, representing the remainder as advances
received before, although the full amount has been debited in the cash-book,

selected away

Qe
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5. From inquiry and from an examination of a Vernacular book kept by the Cashier, it appears
that, by degrees, a sum of Rupees 800 was drawn from the Treasury and left in the hands of the
Sccretary as a separate fund, with a view to make necessary advances for works to be executed in’
the Municipality, and to adjust them when the final bills for works are passed and paid for, Of the
above sum, however, Rupees 700 appear to have already been remltted to the Treasury and placed
at the credit of the Municipal Fund.

6. The several items of receipts and disbursements not having previqusly been arranged and
classified in the ledger, in pursuance of the instructions contained in the G. 0., No. 1118, of the
6th September 1870, I caused the above Statements A., B, andC, tobe prepa.red according to the
above instructions.

7. It would appear, from the Statement C., that two heads, viz., ** Otherreceipts and
recoveries ”” are newly opened according to the entry given in the margin of the above Proceedings,
ond that several of the items formerly entered under the head ‘‘ Fines and Miscellaneous '’ have
been transferred to the above two heads.

8. The deposits made by the several renters of the Muniecipality have been shown sepa.ra.tely,
agreeably to paragraph 3 of the order quotéd above.

9. 1 beg to point out that the sums entered against the items noted in the margin represent

1 House-tar. only the net proceeds after deducting the remissions under each

3. Professional-tax. of them in accordance with the principles laid down in the first

3. Fines and Miecellaneous. paragraph of the above order.

;_ Re&gff’ ‘ff‘;‘_’:;::at:, . ©10. I examined the registers noted m the margin, and

‘3. Do, tax on earriagesand ani- found them properly kept up.

. mals.

4. Do. of carts registered. 11. I calculated the assessments entered in each of the first
wo registers and found a slight d1ﬂ'erence between my totals and those .given in them, which was

duly rectified by me.
12. As regards the latter two registers, 1 ‘humbly beg to state that I was not able to check

the collections under those two heads in the manner pointed out in

19th August 1870, No. 1010,
D‘}fe‘}) uene ° the G. O. noted in the margin, as the system of keeping counter-
foils of licenses issued to the parties does not appear to be observed in this Municipality ; so that

1 examined each entry m

duly brought to cash-book.
13. It appears that no geparate book showing the cost of each work executed in the Munici-

pality is kept in the office, in pursuance of G. O., No. 1030, of the 21st August 1868, Public

Department.
14. The transactions of the Salem Town Municipality for the year under report stand thug :—
‘ RS. A. P.
Balance on the 30th April 1870 ... ... ... .. oo . 10,660 8 6
Collections during the year 1870-71 e e e .- 43687212 3
. Total ... 54,833 49
Deduct expenditure ... ..o e e e e e .. 84,8583 2 0
Balance on the 30th April 1871 ... ... oo wee wee e 19,980 2 9

————————————

15. The above balance quite agrees with that shown in the Huzoor accounts on ti_xe 30th

April 1871 at the credit of the Municipality.
16. The demand on account of house and professional-taxes, during the year under report,

is Rupees 7,856-11-1 and Rupees 7,549, respectively. Of the former a sum of Rupees 6,441-0-4
was collected during the year, leaving & balance of Rupees 1, 415-10-9 at the end of April 1871 ; of
the lattar Rupees 6,088 have been realized, and Bupees 62 struck. o!f, The balance under this

hoad amounts to Rupees 1,399. : )

-

ade in the above registers, and found the total amount un(_ler each head _

' puggeatmns

-tions of [ pathcular year.

1

Proceedmgl of tke Madras. Govemment Publzc Department
: | 28rd October 1871

17. The arrears outstandmg on the 30th April 1870 on aceount of the above two 1te |
amount to Rupees 2,394-4-6, of which a sum of Rupees 1,912-10-11 has been realized duri :;xs,
year, -leaving a balance, at the end of April 1871, of Rupees 461-9.7, m‘g g
18. It would appear from the Auditor’s report of the previous year that the arrears
taining to 1868-69 and 1869-70 amount to only Rupees 1,992-13.5, mstead of Rapees 2, 394-?2“-
given above. In explanation of this difference, I beg to state that the amount of de:zand v :3
paid report on account of house and trades-tax for the year1869-70 is'incorrect.: Igtl l‘:n mb: ;
represented to amount to Rupees 7, 458-2-11 in the former, and to Rupeea 8, 752 n the latt: i 4
instead of Bupees 7,624-10-0 and 'Rupees 6,982, respectively thus ca.mnn dxﬁ'ere -
401-7-1 in the arrears. , K : e ¥ R“Pm
19. There is a balance of Rupees 1,759-5-4 under the he “ ” Lo
1871, of which a sum of Rupees 858-5.4 appears to have since :eiezfeollfezl:; 3‘5 the end of Apnl \ iy
20. I beg leave here to bring to the notice of the Commissioner
which the transactions connected with the house and trades-tax hl:,:: ebeu::a::::ctfihm h
There are no accounts forthcommg, as can enable one to ascertain ezther the eorrect balqnce or t.(;:
amount struck off under each of those heads, either for 'the current or ATTCATS. | The led r uh
only the total amount actually collected and credited in the ca.sh-book 89 OWI

21. It seoms that the amount of tax struck off on various ' v ": pRa
gronnds is onl marked '
furl.nshed to the bill collectors for collection. A correspondmg entry is. nit to:ba ;:udﬂ: 1?1” t:, L
registers kept in the office. If the balance under any-of the above heads i is. ﬁ; bo ' .
have to refer only to the books in the hands of the bill collectors. .. . P
22. The State contribution has this year been calculated on theexpe ' ‘hnte 200 fing b0 the.
principles laid down by Government in their Order, No. 1033 of the lﬁt - Vpnm,
Department. b .Amgw;t 1870 ©
. 28, .The net amount of the above expend1ture is B.upees 21 453 15' 3, on w S
- on luch th tiiba.
tion. at twenty-five per cent. amounts to Rupees 5,363-8-0. ; econ
24. It would appear from the Statement C. that the sum a,lread dra
y W, nnder thm bend
excess of that claimable by, mummpahty by Rupees 786- ’0

‘26, New ‘works should be opened for ea.bh official yea.r on’ acoonnt of thefseems.]
and ledger to bé kept in the office, 28 the present gystem of enitering the transactions of th
years in one and the same book is hkely ‘to cause confusxon and delay in loohng f@- tlig

sioners at sach t1mes a8 may. be convenient to them for their dmposa.l 'l‘lmi, I thm]r mﬂ h
for oocasional reference, and facxhtate the preparation of the annual sta.tenients wlnch it m
’nhﬁcnlty to prepare for the year under report. R S . it
28. In the same manner a statement showing the
‘ progress made in ea.eh
x ra;}xlurs may be prepared- for each month or esch quarber of & year, . Thin :m
w the amount of estimate of ea.oh work and its cost d th
Jgevlous month. - mg 0‘ Ourrent . well e lp " ’”
29, - At the end of each aﬂicxal year a thorou h "
g scrutmy, such ag ﬂm.t conduot ' veRLe
)mmahbundy, ‘should be made into the arrears on aecount of house: andtmdes-ta:,d "td“lle m
saoertaine ed to be mwoverable struck off the n.ocounts Y o themnm
80. . In conclusign, T beg to express my thanks to the Honoursble kPresxdeht md to thq late

i present Vioo-Prosidents for the directions «
given to ¢ ‘
whom I rooeived omy asmtance req»,ued by me. he Wm"“ °f‘h° Hunwlpal Oﬁoo, from
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No. 122. ORDER THEREON, 23rd October 187 1, No 1601

In the statements submitted with the foregoing letter, receipts of deposits to .

the amount of Rupees 327, and disbursements Rupees 710-1- 4, have been erroneously
included. The statements are to embrace only the transactions.of the Municipal

Fund, - Tt is plain that deposits, at least to the extent of the difference between the

sums above g1ven, have been included in the balance brought forward, and the
Government, in excluding these sums from the abstracts given below, have, therefore,
reduced the balance to Rupees 10,277.7-2, The full balance entered 18 less, it is

observed, by Rupees 7 than that shown in the account for 1869-70, and if4s probable,

“notwithstanding repeated ‘orders of Government, that depomts are still 1ncluded in
the reduced sum.

2. The reeelpts of the Salem Commxsslonere were from current taxes Rupees :

23,380-8-8, arrears Rupees 5,866-14-2,

Chrrent——- RS A, P.
. Bae °°h°“°;;“° o e e e BALL 48 State contrlbutlon Rupees 6,150, sundnes
'ax op aris D . X
Tolls .,_h’]_ o ﬁg:ﬁs 13 g Rupees 2,499-2-3, and recoveries Rupees
« Pax on vehicles, o- s - S :
Registration OPOAIES  wee e e e 42410, 8 5,646-4-2, making, with the reduced
License fees ver  eee  ase  ser T ses  ses ) L2
Fines, 0. w o oo o oo« oo 483 810 balance, a sum of Rupees 53,620-4-5,
; 23,880 8 8 Under sundry receipts the Government
State contribation ... e e e w6150 0 0 h
_ Atrears— a3 10 11 ) ave deducted the sum of Rupees 2-15-0
houses ... .. .
 Tox onarter o 1,350 0 0 shown in Statement A. asexpended by the
Tolls ... o e 1,164 4 0 o
State contribution ... - geols 8 ommissioners on the pound. The Com-
¢ Ofher receipts . . o . - . 240 3 3 missioners should have nothing to do’
A e e e 5,646 4 2 .
. Recoveries .. 5 4 H with the up—keep of the poun dﬁ’ whlch

Balance brought forward e e . 10,277 7
~ Total .. 58,020 ¢ s 8re under the management of the Magw-

: — trate. The eh,ge should have been met
. by that Officer from the pound receipts, the surplus only bemg handed over to the

and when, the ontlay was incurred by the Commissioners, under what authority, and

whether it is in whole or in part included -in the expenditure on ./ New Works” or .

¢ Repairs” in 1869-70 or in 1870-71 , as the inclusion may affect the ,S,/tate contri-

bution. Ll
: 3 In Statement A. a number of items are wrongly classed.. The clearing of
I A . . » the Teppukolam isa conservancy charge;

NewWorks o o o e oo oo suos s o theremoval of the Chucklers’ huts and -

Bepsu's R T Y r

oot R 10977 5 ¢ of the Fort Magazine is to be transferred
Esteblishment . . L .« . 398611 8 5 ¢ New Works;” the whitewashing and
97,148 5 7

Purpae s tham Hhose o S Tepairs of the muwicipal b’mldmgs: to
7 tion 36— : “ Repairs,” and the Surveyor’s travelling

Lighting . oo <. o 1,166 8 3 )

: gf;lht' o boa a8 charges to  Purposes other than those
- Dispensaries ... ... . ok . N . o

' . TownBSchoal .. .. .. G313 0 specified in Section 25.” - In the marginal

" Sundrit8 e e s 4. 548 18

83,640 1 8 offocted. -

Balance ... 19,980 2 9 4 The bxll of the Snpermtendenf
Total .. 53,620 4 &

——— 649118 1 ghatract theee eorreetlona have: been’

=2 of Police embraces the chargestotheend

Municipality. ~ The item ¢ Recoveries of amount expended on district ‘roads,”
Rupees 4,775-4-8, requires explanation. The President will report on what roads,

- thé arrang'em iy ‘reports have. been c‘bncurred in. by tbe
- t{icommieaioﬁm -vTiie-iudtﬁél" report ‘reveals some ‘considerable ; ‘irregulariti

Thesysﬁam of advances for works is carried; too far; the ‘rogisters’ of assessmm

7 .arenot eerreeted when appeal is allowed (Sectzon 42, Act X. of 1865), buta corm- y

i tioh is (or is. nbi;) mad in the blll book, and hence it is impossible to frame’ correct’
. dend

Pmdmg: of the Madraa deernment Public Department
Lot 23rd October 1871.

of Apnl 1871, from wlnch the Government presume that the Compmissioners have
been in the hablt of paying in advance. If this is not the case, and if consequently-
any mongy is still due, the President will report. * The Commissioners’ payments
have at . -any rate fallen short of the proper proportmn by Rapees 80-10-10 wiuekj
must be at once paid. . The Government do'not find in. these accounts paymentsf_ ‘
for station rent &c., which appeared in those. for 1869-?0 and regaxdlng which &
report, not yet furmshed was called for..

5. In computing the State contnbutlon due, the assessment on mumcxpal :
bulldmgs must be deducted from both sides of the account, and the conservancy
 receipts ‘set against the eypenditure under that head, The current receipts are,
therefore, Rupees 23,368-8-8, and the expenditure, including the Police cost covered
by the payments made, Rupees 29,008-8-2. ' Omb-fourth of the latter, or Rapees -
7,252-2-0, is, therefore, the sum to be taken. The Commissioners having drawn !
Rupees 6,150, and received credlt for Rupees 1 902;{-1 must refund RuPW!_} E
800-5-1. , , :

'

6. In paragraph 6 of G O 6th leptember 1870 No 1118 the amountof
Police charges paid directly’ by Government was, by an oversight, not deducted
from the balance of contnbutxon fo be pa.ld to the Commissioners. The amount wag
. * Rupees 1,068:6:11. O the othies hand,

ne'Ar

Overdrawn State contribntion for 1868-70.-& 1969 6 1 the Commxssloners bhave not drawn ﬂm
Do. do. for 1870-71 ... 800
Police balance for 167071 ... ,. .80.10 10~ Sum Which they overpaid - for.. Pohee in - °

' «_“,.’1369.70 All adjustments il

"v were ﬂlegal It does not appear wh“

, ior to cheek the bill collectors’ pafyments

; 'on each work: are not kept.. The sugges-

bl ’edto nin.ke in paragraphs 26 to 28 of his report argue
ef' | Where 00 demand; " -

3 ared, collection and
:ﬁhimrd ‘The Comnnwoners should remedy

1A&d1tor 8 remarks 'l‘he samta.ry condition-of

. m g . %




Proceedz:ngs' of the Madms Government, Public Deg;ﬁrtment,
o 23rd October 1871. *

- b
the town has, no doubt, marvellously improved since the establishment of municipal
institutions,
. , (True Extract.)

"~ W. HUDLESTON,
Secrotary to Government.

To the President of the Municipal Commisgion, Salem
,, Public ‘Works Department.
,, Board of Revenue.
» Accountant-General.
,, Inspector-General of Police.
,» Sanitary Commissioner.
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Receipts of the Treasury Officer.
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