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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
21st October 1871.

No. 106. Read the following letter from W. M. CADELL, Esq., President of
the Municipal Commission, Combaconum, to the Chief Secretary to Govern-
ment, Fort St. George, dated Vallam, 20th September 1871, No. 223 :—

. I-have the honour to forward the report of the Vice-President on the working
ofthe ‘Municipal Act of 1865 (Madras), in the Municipal Town of Combaconum,
during the year ending 30th April 1871, together with the prescribed statements
of teceipts and expenditure, the accounts furmshed by the Superintendent of Police,
and 8 memorandum exhibiting the particulars of the deposit aceount.

2. The accounts of the Municipality were audited by Mr. Nice, of the Store
Department, Great Southern of India Railway, whose report on the subject is also
herein enclosed.

3. In the Statement A., the following itoms ought, in my opinion, in accord-

o Dated 3nd August, No. 965, pars- 80C@ With the Order* of Government, to be transfer-

graph 16, Public Department. red from the respective heads of “ New Works,”
“ Repuirs,” and “ Conservancy,” to that of “ Works other than those specifiad irr
Section 25 7 :— :

New Works.

) BS. A, P
Parapet wall along the Cauvery bank in Kavarikaraistreet ... ... 180 0 0
Parapet wall to Teppurumal Channel ... ... ... ... ... ... 2013 0
Do. toawell near Latrine No.1 ... ... ... ... ... ... 11 5 6
Sinking a well on the Cauvery bank ... ... ... ... ... .. 160 0 O
Supply sluice to Teykal tank ... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... 166 4 8
Do. to Mamaga tank ... ... ... ... ... .. .. e ... 140 0 O
Apron wall to Kangiancolum ta.nk 120 0 O

Railing a channel in No. 2 roadside, east of Ayeco]um cholera
shed ... ... . .. . L L 0 .. .. ... ... 80 0O
Total ... 886 7 0
Repairs. .
Surplus sluice to Teykaltank ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 6112 0
Repair of Cauvery steps ... . ... ... ... ... ... .. ... 92 8 0
Total ... 154 4 0

Conservancy.

Fencing Vanathirak tank, Teykal tank, and Iyenkolam tank ... 219 8 0
Iron grating at the head of supply sluice to Pottamarai tank 4 4 9

————

Total ... 22312 9

4. These alterations being made the Abstract Statement B. will stand as
lows :—

BS. A. P.

New Works ... ... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 16392 710
Repairs e ese s e G L L ... 8316 5 4
Conservancy G e e e e e e e e L 9,283 15 11
Establishment ... ... ... . .. .. .. .. ... .. 8012 1 0
Police ... ... cee e ... 954012 O
Works other t.han thoso specxﬁed 1. Sectxon 25 ve e ... 4952 3 8
Total ... 46,497 13 9

y | o



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
21st October 1871.

5. From the two bills submitted by the Superintendent of Police (herein
enclosed ), it will be seen that the Police payments for the thirteen months comprising.
the whole of the municipal year under roport, as well as the last month of the
year preceding, have now to be adjusted. 'This confusion has been caused by the
irregular practice which appears to have grown up in this Municipality, as well as in
the other Municipalities of this district, of paying the instalment due to Government
for each month on account of the Police in the succeeding month, and nof in the
same month in advance as required by tho Act; so that, in the previous years, the
Police payments have all along been adjusted for the eleven months of the current
year with the last month for the year preceding. In the year now under reference,
however, the instalment due for the last month (April 1871) having been made in
advance in the same month, the payments for the thirteen months have to be adjusted
in the accounts appertaining to it.

6. Rupees 9,111-6-0 were paid by the Commissioners to Government on
account of the Police, in thirteen equal instalmonts, witkin the year as above shown.
The sum actually expended by the Superintendent of Police for the thirtcen moaths
is, as per bills enclosed, Rupees 11,510-1-9. This amount, it will be scen, diffcrs
from that (viz., Rupees 11,432-11-3,) mentioned in the Vice-President’s report, and
this is because the latter was based on an erroneous statement at first submitted by
the Superintendent of Police. Three-fourths of the actual Police expenditure, viz.,
Rupees 8,632-9-4, is the sum payable by the Commissioners to Government ; as they
have, howerver, pald Rupees 9,111-6-0, they aro entitled to a refund of Rupces
478-12-8,

7. One-third of the current recelpts from sources authorized by the Act is
(vide Statement C.) Rupees 11,413-1-7, and including the full actual cost of the
Police, one-fourth of the expendxture on purposes specified in Section 25, Rupees
10,878-12-0. The latter sum is, therefore, the Government contmbutmn due to
the Commissioners for the year. The Commissioners have received in cash
Rupees 10,752-13-7, and by way of set-off on the Police expenditure Rupees 2,877-8-5,
making a total of Rupees 13,630-6-0. . The Commissioners have, therefore, now to
refund to Government Rupees 2,751-10-0, or setting off against this the sum of
Rupees 478.12-8 payable by Government, as mentioned in the preceding paragraph,
Rupees 2,272-13-4.

8. I .agree with the Commlsmoners in thinking that the workmg of the
Municipal Act during the year, in the town of Combaconum, has been decidedly
satisfactory.

9. I have been myself also much gratified to see the improvement in the
roads within the limits of the Municipality; the up-keep of these, owing to the
distance from which the material has to be brought, is necessarily heavy, but when
the projccted line of railway to Combaconum 1is carricd out the expenditure on this
account will be much reduced, and the Commissioners will thus be able to keep up
in good order a larger extent of milcage.

s

From the Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum, to the President of the
Municipal Commission, Combaconum, dated 21st June 1871, No. 25.

I have the bonour to forward the annual statements of receipts and expenditure, together with
report of this Municipality, for the year 1870-71.

A e gt

. 43,497‘1559»93 detmled in Statement‘ A leavm ga balance of Rupeei 7 579 :

_ 184-2-7 refunded under the head: of “ &

Proccedmg: of the Madras Government, Public Department, &
21st October 1871.

1. The actual receipts, as shown in Statement C., amounted to Rupees 46,994-6-3, adding
to this the balance, Rupees 7,082-11-3, brought forward from the previous year’s account, makes

. the gross total receipts Rupees 54,077-1-6 ; the actual receipts being less by Rupees 4,640-6-6
than that of the previous year’s income, owing probably to the falhng off in tolls and reductmn on
_a,ppeals in house-tax.

2. "Out of thie above sum of Rupees 54,077-1-6, the Commissioners’ hay ;

*of the Pollowing year. = . "
.8 mers-ifonu -—Un&et thm heada sum of Rupees 15,599-2- &was mhzed amdnddmg to

i o fine of Rupces 36 levied on contractors for delay in payment of monthly instalments, makeggi, j
sum total Rupees 15,635-2-8, an increase of Rupees 385-2-8 on the estimated receipts. This was -

owing to the latter two months (March and April) bemg put up to auction, as in these months the
harvesting takes place when a large number of carts enter-the town than at any other period of
the year. Moreover, the contractors appeared to have been at variance with one another, and the
gates were all bid for and taken up by one of them, and I have no doubt ‘with little or no benefit to
himself. The large difference, however, between this amount and the collections in 1869.-70 ‘has

“been already explained by Mr. Arundel in the previous year's report.
4. House-Tax.—The total gross receipts amonnted to Rupecs 13,388- 8-1 aga.mst Rupces

14,343-7-7 in 1869-70. The sctual current collections was Rupees 13,383- 15-8, while the total
current demand for the year was Rnpens 13, 450-14- -5, thus leaving a balance of Rupees 66-14-9. Of
this balance, bills to the-amount oi‘Bnpees 83-8-11 were cancelled, and a balance of Rupees 33-7-10
was carried over for the next year. Agamst these collectxons must be set off the sum of Rupees

"‘after the examination of the premises by the Divi-
sional Commissioners. The net sum cellécbed under this head, amounting to Rupees 13,199-13.1

. for the current year, showsa. decrease of Rupees 200-2-11 on the cstimated amount, and Rupées

332-4-9 on the collections of the previous year ; this falling off was due to the reductlons on appeals
which were heard and disposed of.  Out of the arrears of the previous year, amountmg to Rupees -
21-14-9, the sum of Rupees 4-8-5 was collected, and the remainder struck off as irrecoverable.

5. Povice Repunps. —A sum of Rupees 752-5-5, overdrawn by the Police durmg the previous
year 1869-70, was refunded to the Municipality by Government. -

6. Llcenses for carriages and animals realized Rupees 1,556-8-0, bemg Rupces 43-8-0 less "

than the estimate, and Rupees 97-12-0 less than in the previous yesr.

- 7. License for cart-stands, private slaughter-houses, and dangerous a;nd offensive tradea yielded

a sum of Rupees 733-8-0, the estimate being Rupees 710. The amount realized is less by Rupees
15 on the previous year’s collection.

8. Feeson pandals and temporary structurcs realized Rupees 437- 11-1, being i in excess of the
estimate by Rupees 237-11-1. A fee of one anna was collected for repair of temporary erections
on pavements in accordance with Government Order, No. 1412, dated 20d November 1870, which
was in force uatil the receipt of the subsequent Proceedings of Government, dated 25th November

1870, No. 1531." The collections from this source amounted to Rupees 60-12-0. Licenses were

issued in 355 such cases. The balance of collection under this head was derived ﬁom temm

structures such as marriage pandals, &c., oseupying a portion of roa-dway ; th!’f«n« on ﬂlﬂﬂ'ﬁ’"

fixed af one pie per foot and annas three per diem.

e e e

9. Fmnss—Macisteriar.—This amounts to Rupees 2 ,580-10-0, levxed fer bmche; of thew CEZ

and Bye-laws. Warrant fees amount to Rupees 96.
10. Misceruankous Reckiprs.—The total of these amounts to Rupees 1,245-6-0, mc}mm

of the Government grant of Rupees 240 on account of Imperial Road. Cattle Pound Fund js the :
largest item under this head, viz., Rupees 546-0-7. Vegetable stall yieldod:a rent.of Bupees

122, inclusive of a fine of Rupee 1 forfeited by defaulting contracter. An sdvanos {, G

beginning of May of the current year.
11 Srate ConTRIBUTION.—See paragraph 22.

sipt 20
made for destroying monkeys in 1869-70, which remained “Wended, lnd ,’“_ S i mz E
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12. Bavraxce.—The balance of Rupees 7,082-11-3, exclusive of deposns','amounting to Rupees

3,543-10-8, was brought over from the previous year ; both together make the gross total of Rupees
10,626-5-11 as remaining on the 1st May 1870. o :

13. Exrpnprrore.—The expenditure for the year amounted to Rupees 46,497-13-9, exclu-
sive of the balance of Rupees 7,579-8-9 carried forward. The expenditure is less thag the esti-
mate by Rupees 3,182-2-3. The items of distribution set down in the estimate werd 'do&hml, and
a saving is shown under some of the headings as ** New Works,” ** Repairs,” and ** ﬂon!‘éi"vﬁncy,”
while the expenditure under some of the others is in exeess, .l

A

14. New Works aNp IMpROVEMENTS, — A gross total of Rupees 17,388-14-10 wag expended -

under this head ; against this must be set off Rupees 110, leaving a net sum of Rupees 17,278-14-10
© the actual expenditure. The sum set off was from advancas recovered on'works. A little over tw'(’)

miles of road was gravelled during the year. A special establishment of coolies and a maistry was
retained for spreading the laterite on one of the roads at a cost of Rupees 370-6-2, while the other
road was let out on contract for the sum of Rupees 290-12-0.. . Tools and implements were also
purchased for these works at a cost of Rupees 61-13-8. Brick-jelly, smounting to Rupees 56-4-0,
was purchased for forming a foundation on the roads for the laterite. Eleven new culverts were built
across the principal streets and main roads in various parts of the town, and also some of the old
ones were extended and improved at a net cost of Rupees 1,952-5-1, One toll-bar was prepared for
erection at No.4 Toll-gate at a cost of Rupees 55. One well was sunk on the Cauvery bank near
the Court-houses for the convenience of the people during the hot season whén the Cauvery bed is
dry. The cost was Rupees 160.

Mowiciear Orrics.—The amount set down in the estimate for Municipal Office was Rupees
3,700, and Government in their Proceedings, No. 429, of 12th April 1870, recommended a reduc-
tion ; but it was found impossible to erect one under Rupees 4,000, which sum was sanctioned by
the Commissioners, and out of which only Rupces 1,844-5-0 were expended, inclusive of the
payment for the site, the building being in course of erection at the close of the year. Bazaar
drain was only partly carried out at acost of Rupees 550 for the draining away of the surface water,
as after heavy showers of rain large quantities of water generally collected on the road, and there
was no other way of letting it off except by the construction of the surface drain. The delay in not
carrying out the whole of the work was consequent on the objections of the peoplg to allow the
pavements to be removed so as to carry the drain as straight as possible, and to prevent its
encroaching on the road. The site for a latrine was purchased for Rupees 61 inclusive of cost of
stamp paper for sale bond. Some other minor works were carried out under this head, such as
supply slaices to tanks; parapet walls on Cauvery bank and on Tepemmanullur channel, and
to a well near Latrine No. 1; road dams and an apron wall to Kangian tank. These works
were cousidered necessary, some to prevent accidents, while others were intended to prevent the
cutting up of roads during heavy rains.

15. Rerairs.—Under this head a sum of Rupees 3,720-11-7 was expended, out of which must
be deducted the set-off against fines, &c., and Government grant for Imperial road, amounting to
Rupees 250-2-3, leaving a balance of Rupees 3,470-9-4, the actual cost on this account. The
establishment consisted of an overseer on Rupecs 50, a maistry on Rupees 15, and seldot above thirty
coolies a month were retained for the general repairs of the roads and streets, and clearing of
drains, &. This establishment cost Rupees 2,178-14-10, and the supply of materials, Rupecs
10-2-0 ; metalling one of the roads with brick-jelly, Rupees 200. Tunnels in different parts of the
town, ash-pits, and seven latrines were repaired at a total cost of Rupees 99-0-6. 240 cubic yards
of laterite was purchased at Rupees 993 for repairs of 3% miles of gravelled road. One surplus
shuice to Tykal tank was erected at a cost of Rupees 61-12-0; carting sand for roads Rupees
36-12-0; repair of municipal cart used by the maistry, Rupees 13-8-0; repair to one of the steps in
Cauvery bank, Rupees 92-8-0 ; and compensation to owner for the removal of a pavement and s
verandah for improvement of road, Rupecs 25. The appointment of the overseer, with two perma-
nent and two temporary lascars, was after the death of tho maistry in the month of July 1870, as
it was deemed necessary by the Commissioners to take levels of the town for the construction of

*
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drains. In the previous year a similar establishment was retained, although not permanently, for
making & plan of the town. - . | 4
- 16, ConsgrvancY.—The total cost under this head, amounting to Rupees 10,290-11.8, against

_which must be set off the fines on establishment and contractors, &o., amounting to Rupees

782-15-0, lesving & balance of Rupees 9,507-12-8, the actual cost under this item. Two Num
Inspectors were employed at Rupees 45 each monthly, inclusive of Rupees 16 horse allowance, with

eight peans ander them at Rapees 6 each. - Thirty-six gcavmgihg’caﬂgaéppﬁgd on meracf. for the
"dily removal of rubbish from streets. . ‘Their cost was Bupees 4,129, against which must bé set off

Bupees 391 en socount of fings on the contraetor for failing to supply good bullocks and mot.

sending the fall number of csrts. For these carid the contractor also furnished thirty-ix

swoepers, at a oost of Rupees 2,206-5-9, against which must be set off the fines imposed, amounting
to Rupees 310-12-0, for absence or failure in clearing away the rulgbish from streets. One
watchman, at Rupees 4 per mensem, was employed on the Aye tank to prevent people from fouling
the water, as it is reserved for drinking purposes. ' A shed was also erected for him at a cost of
Rupees 8. Three latrine carts, at Rapees 15-4-0 each, and seven tdbiqs on Rupees 9 per month
attached to the seven latrines cost Rupees 1,365-11-6, against which must be set off the fines

amounting to Rupees 38-8-0. Two tanks were cleaned out and deepened at a cogt of Rupees 873,

and three tanks on roadside were fenced at a cost of Rupees 219-8-0, as they were in a dangerous
state, and to prevent accidents the fencing was deemed necessary. An jron grating, atsa cost of
Rupoes 4-4-9, was fixed at the head of supply sluice to one of the tanks to prevent the drain which

. ia smal} and covered in nearly the whole extent from getting clogged up with rubbish. One night-
" goil cart was made ab a cost of Rupess 65, and three more wére in course of construction at the end,

of the yesr, for which the sum of Rupees 60 was advanced, making the total Rupees 125, and
Annas 8 on acoount of stamp paper for writing contract. These carts are on an improved principle,
and have only one bullock attached. They are intended to replace the old latrine carts. One
vaccinator was employed on & sslary of Rupees 10 per mensem, and two vaccination lancets
purcha.sed from Messrs. Norton and Co. at a cost of Rupees 3-2-0, inclusive of cost of money order
in mﬁiﬁing the amount. In the months of December and January, a few cases of cholera occurred
in the town, when medicines were purchased, at a cost of Rupees 11, for distribution to those
applyi»ng‘ for them. : . ) ,

17. Porice—Mamnrexancs, &o.—Under this head the Commissioners have disbursed a net
sum of Rupees 9,111-6-0. The among} directly paid by Government was Rupees 3,087-2-0; hence

the total sum disbursed to the head of *“ Police *’ was Rupees 12,148-8-0. But the bill of Superin- -
tendent of Police shows the actaal cost of the Police during the year 1870-71 ta be Rupees

11,432-11-3. One-fourth of this, Rupees 2,858-2-10, is the amount which should have been paid
directly by Government, and the difference between this and Rupees 3,037-2-0, the amount actually
paid, vis., Rupees 178-15-2, must be regarded as a payment to Government in excess recoverable.
Similarly the amount which should have been paid by the Commistioners is three-fourths of the

- Superintendent’s bill, Rupees 8,574-8-5 ; and the difference between this and Rupees 9,111-6-0,

the net sam actually paid, is Rupees 536-13-7, which must be regarded as a payment in excess by
Commiasioners recoverable. The sum of Rupees 8,574-8-5 is, therefore, entered as an actual

expenditure under the head of ** Pdliqe;" and the balance recoverable, Rupees 536-13-7, is carried

over to the head of ** Purposes other than those specified in Section 25.”” The establishment and
maintenance of Police Hospital cost Rupees 390, inclusive of medical attendance; against this must
be set off Annas 12, & fine levied on the aweeper for neglect of duty., _

18. Establishment proper for the supervision and management was maintained at & cost of
Rupees 2,491-4-6, against which must be set off a sum of Rupees 9-7-6, fines levied on account of
neglect, &c. ‘ ‘

19. EstapLiseMeENT-—Miscerraneous.—The Auditor’s fee of Bupees 1560 and other miner:

charges ave included under this head ; one dozen chairs were purchased at a cost of B.upoesbi

(the old ones being broken and unfit for use), and & metallic measuring-tape at Rupees 11-8-0;
" the total charges being Rupees 530-4-0, . «

@ . W
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20. Purposzs OTHER THAN THOSE SPECIFIED IN SgcrioN 25.—The largest item included
under this head is the refund of Government contribution, Rupees 1,795-14-9 ; the next large
item being the purchase of forty lamp-posts and fifty wall brackets, lanterns, and burners, &c.
The total cost for these amount to Rupees 1,326-4-0. The lamp-posts and brackets were cast at
the Foundry in Madras by Mr. DeClosets, and the cost of each, respectively, was Rupees 18-4-0,
exclusive of the cost of eart-hire in bringing them up here. The donation of Rupees 36 to the
Civil Dispensary was nothing more than & refund of the assessment on the hospital and buildings
attacked. A native midwife, trained at Manargudi, is still retained on a salary of Rupees 10 per
mensem ; her services are appreciated by the townspeople. The total cost under this head

amounted to Rupees 4,224-9-6, inclusive of Rupees 536-13-7, excess payment to Police recover-
able.

21, Baraxce.—The sum of Rupees 7,579-3-9 was carried forward as a balance, exelusive of

& balance under the head of *“ Deposits,” which amounts to Rupees 4,955. The gross total of both
makes the balance Rupees 12,534-3-9. ‘ ‘

22. Srare Coxsrtrisution.—The total amount contributed directly by Government to the
Manicipal Fund was Rupees 10,752-13:7. In addition to this, Government paid Rupees 2,858-2-10
directly towards the maintenance of Police, not reckoning an additional payment of Rupees
178-15-2, an advance recoverable. " The expenditure under Section 25 is Bapees 42,273-4-3, to
which must be alded Rupees 2,858-2-10, the current sum paid directly to the Police, making the
total Rupees 45,131-7-1.  Onc-fourth of this is Bupees 11,282-13-9. The current independent
receipts amounted to Rupees 34,239-4-10, and one-third of this is Rupees 11,413-1-7 ; this

“being greater than one-fourth of expenditure, the former (Rupees 11,282-13-9) is to be regarded
a3 the Government contribution; deducting from this sum Rupees 2,858-2-10, directly paid to
Police, a balance of Rupees 8,424-10-11 is left payable directly to the Municipsl Fund; but the
current payment was Rupees 10,752-13-7. The difference between this and Rupees 8,424-10-11,
amounting to Rupees 2,328-2-8, must be refunded to Government by the Commisgioners.

23. Dgrosit.—The information under this head is shown in the Statement D. The balance
brought forward at the beginning of the year amounted to Rupees 3,543-10-8. The receipta
during the year were Rupecs 4,252-8-0, making a total of Rupees 7,798-2-8, out of which sum
Bupees 2,841-2-8 was refunded during the year, leaving a balance of Rupees 4,955,

24. Gexeral Osservamoxs.—There was no difficulty in the colleetion of rates and taxes ;
these were effected in good time, and only a small balance left of Rupees 33-7-10 in arrears; 3,272
distress warrants were issued, and in all but two cases the money was recovered without attachment

of property, and even in the two cases where the property was attached the parties paid the money
before the sale. The attention of the Commissioncrs were devoted principally to improvements in
roads, and within the past two or three years nearly six miles of gravelled road have becn completed
" ab a considerable cost, owing to the laterite having to be brought from Tanjore. Several other
improvements were also made in the roads, such as widening and improving the old culverts, some
of which were very narrow ; fencing of tanks bordering on roadside and in a dangerous state ; these
not only serve as protection, but add to the improvement'in general appearance of the town. The
sums set down in the estimate for cleaning and improving, &c., of a couple of tanks were unex-
pended, owing to their not being sufficiently dry to enable the Commissioncrs to carry out the
wark. Some trees bave also heen planted along the jail road so as to form a good avenus. The
streets are regularly cleaned out twice daily, and large quantities of rubbish carted away partly
outside the town to fields where it was required, and partly in town to fill up ditches in gardens ;
the latter ia allowed under certain conditions that the owner covers it over at once with earth of
not less than 13 to two feet in dopth. There are only seven latrines in use, and these are
scattered about the town, several more are required to be built ; bat there is always a difficulty
in procuring the sites for these. A site for onc has been purchased, and it is hopced tho latrine will
be completed in the next year. There were twenty fatal cases of cholera occurred in the town,
much less than in the previous year when 130 cases were reported.  Of these tweuty cases the lar ges:

of bomiutam aud notices posted in conspicuous places to apply for medicines on the occurrence of &

*

%
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pumber (sixteen) occurred in the months of December 1870 a.nd January}S’l 1. The reg‘fstraﬁom

were kept up by the Divisional Conservancy Peons, a.nc'i little dependance can be -p¥ace'd on it for m‘y‘ :
correct comparison with the previous years. Medigmes were pu.rchased and distributed toa fewr
of the Divisional Commiseioners and to the Police Station. The people were warned both by beat

At “gai efit ih the towh of Combacoi
Aot ou the wholo can be'said to kave worked some benefitin tho tows of Combac
. qui eciated by the people. The Aetis g epnsidered ui
] continue so amongst the unednéated. ~§};{5
o considered do, bave a grester prejudice to it
[ would beg to offer somewxplanation on

" g5." Insmclusion T would
Auditor— - . ‘ L

(L) The difference between the smount assessed and thgt. collgcted‘can only be_‘explmr.md
in this 'way, that is, the clerks, I suppose, entered the assessment in thfa registers, ‘and in making
out the bills did not refer to that, but calculated the amounts over again. -

'(2.) With reference to the irregularities in obtaining proper touchers, I beg to state that
-the sudden death of the maistry at the beginning of the year, who had received large advance for

ﬂle poin sremarked og%y

" arorks, was the cause of it. Mr. Arundel’s memorandum, a copy of which was taken by the Auditor,

will, I presume, be sent with his.report. Most of the transactions which ocourred in the beginning
of the year was during the time of the late manager who was compelled to resign for these and
other irregulacities. The vaccination langets were purchased from Messrs. Norton and Co., who
called for the amount, Bupees 3. .Their letter has been filed, but no't accepted as a voucher.- In
mumg the amount, an acknowledgment m;requested but not received. The amountsl' remM
%o the Deputy Collector, Tanjere, en his application, on account .of postage stamps supplied to the
yrth and for printing charges, no acknowledgment was received. .Rupeeq 100 were advanced
%0 & contraetor for making lanterns, and no receipt was talfen from him by a misjudgment of the
manager, I believe, a8 he thought the contract itself s sufficient voucher.

With referonce to the Bupees 11-8:0 paid for s metallic measuriag tape of 100 foet, which the
Audiﬁr considers an extraordinary price, I beg to say that it was purch?se.d from gshop-keeper
here, who probably profitted by the sale; but, in September 1867, a similar tape was procured
from Messrs. Higginbotham and Co., Madras, a.ngl the charges were as follow :—

, Bl A P
Metallic tape, 100 foot ... .o oo o o e e e 1200
Packing charges ... ... ... .. o o e e .. 0400
Postage ... o e s e e e e e e e 912 0

Total ... 13 0 O

I farther beg to state that the delayin submitting this report was owing to my not being able
to command sufficient time, aa my dregser was-removed, and the whole work of the hospital devolved
on me. '

.

Amagrise

Al

From Mr. W. NICE, Auditor of \Municipn.l Accounts, Combaconum, to the President of the
_ Munijcipal Commission, Combaconum, dated Combaconum, 10th June 1871, .

T have the honour to submit the result of my audit of the Combaconum Municipal Accounts.

1 went carefully over the several registers, such as house-tax, horses, carriage, and dogs,
dangerous and offensive trades, temporary ercctions, and miscellancous items. I then saw
that the collections under these heads were brought to account in the cash-book, and thenes:
posted to the journal, and finally to the ledger. I next checked the vouchers iu ‘énp?oﬁ_,f
expenditure, and saw that the amounts disbursed were brought to account. S

prgy. W
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I now-enter into particulars —

Housg-rax.—In this register I found many errors, of which I give a few instances,

Rated amount Rs. 48 at 74 per cent., entered Rs. 3 9 7, collected Rs. 3 9 8
Do. ,, ,, 6rat73 »w » 078 . 078
Do. ,, ,, 87 a7} ,, . . 2124 L w s 212 08
Do. ,, , 84 at7} -, woo» 648 8 410"
Do. ,, ,, 83 a73 w2 T BT 2 T
Do. ,, 108 at73 , = w 817 0 81 8°

There may be two or three hundred houses assessed at, say, Rupees 48 or Rupeen 6. In the former
the Commission gain, and in the latter they lose. Iam of opinion that Government would not
sanction an excess collection, nor yet agree to lose a fair income.

I quote an error of another description—

Rated amount Rs. 1,812 at 7 per cent., entered Rs. 1 6 6, collected Rs. 0 15 6
Do. ,, » 25at7F " » 114 0 » 1 80
Do. - , &at74 , » 860 | 540
The two former I found to be errors in copying, for another list on French foolscap was produced,
from which the register was compiled st the request of the Commissioners ; the latter a mistaké
in not having noted an appeal sanctioned for a lesser amount. This will give you a fair idea of the
state of this book. House-tax being one of the principal sources of i mcome, it is, I submit, most
important that the register should be kept correoct, and it should, I think, be signed by the Vice-
President, or some of the Commissioners. It would be well, and to the interest of the Commission,
to bave this book thoroughly revised, every calculation checked, and as stated vouched for. I would
recommend that this book be written up in English. 1t is upon this register that the bills are
made out. These bills are numbered consecutively, and entered on some sheets of French foolscap
sewn together, and called a Register of bills for house-tax, dates of collection being noted herein.
Besides this got up in the same manuer is another book, into which are entered the daily collec-
tions by each person. From this, the amounts are posted to the cash-book. /There is-much irregu-
larity in writing up these books., It is objectionable, I thmk to keep records on such flimsy paper ;
good English bound foolscap or demy books ought o be used ; the same to be ruled, headed, and
totaled at the bottom of each page, carried forward to the end of each month, and an abstract made
at the end of the year of each month’s collections.
Taruq Teeasury ReMiTrance.—This is & memorandum book written up in Tamil. I would
recommend in its place a printed form, bound, which ought to be in Tamil and English. At the
foot, a note similar to this ought to be placed—

BS. A, P.

Note. Gold U ¢ Y ) S ¢
Silver ... .. .. i . . i e e . .00 0
Copper ... ... .. . . . .l e el .. 000 0

Notes ... . . i (i 0i i i .. .00 0

As I find this information noted in Tamil by the Officer in charge of the Treasury, I am of opinion
that it is necessary. In checking I hed to depend upon the figures only.

Recister or Arpear, Houvse-tax, Biirs Canceriep, Biiis CoLLECTED In OrricE, AXD
Fings.—These are all made out on French foolscap-paper, and not as carefully written up as they
should be. Sound books according to size required, labelled, might be used, each account to bo kept
separate, and not two or three together, and a proper heading fixed on.

Hogsgs, Cagriaoes, axp Doas, &c.—This register, I am glad to gay, i3 well kept and written
up. Instead of the loose forms of license, I would recommend books, the licenses having their
number printed on them, and the number of licenses each book contains being printed on the
back of it.

Texrorary Erecrions axp Danorrous Orrensive Traprs.~These registers aro well kept,

and written up. Here again I would Dave the licenses bound, and numbered consecutively.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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MiscruLangous.—Under this head comes collections on account of vegetable stall, sale of
rubbish, cocoanuts, waste paper, sieves, &c., and tolls. I would have this register neatly headed,
and a system settled for writing it up ; at present none obtams. Instead of being kept on French
foolsctp I would reoommend a book.

'VJAccouxrs --Thu is mperfectly kept I wonld recommend that & Dr. and Cr.
aeoount i opened, and & monthly balance struck. A foolscap ‘book to be used for the purposes.
l}meBoox —I found this neatly kept mth the exeeptmn of aome era.mres. ‘which should not

and lfereantxla Firms might be. gubstituted for the book now in use. It can a.lwaya be bad in Madras:
* JounNaL.—The abstract at the end of each month’s posting in this book is made to answer ths
purpose of a ledger. My remarks re cash book apply here also. .
Lzpare.—This book I found of no use, not being written up in the manner prescribed,.
evidently the system of posting is not understood; the latter portion of my remarks re cash-book
apply here also.
Vouenszs.—I found much irregularity amongst theao, prmcxpally in thoso for the transactxom
‘of the early part of the year. .
. For instance—

_ , _ : Be.
May %th ... ... . ol e e e e e e e . 400
June2nd ... ... L oh Ll e eeh e eee e eee ee ... 4868

B - ) Y 1

Total ... 1,018

Vouchers for these amounts are signed by the Mumclpal Maistry. Out of this large sum I can only
find Rupees 39-15-0 satlsfactorﬂy accounted for.

’ BS.
June 6th... ... ... .. . e e 75
Signed by Manager. Nothing in '511})11’01‘t Of materials used A reference to Mr. Arundels letter
will throw light on these transactions.

. . : Bs,
May 20th ... .. .. o e e 20
Paid to Mr. Ashworth for hospxtal attendance, hag not been sxgned for _
May 18th ... .. .. o e R - |
For vaccmatxon lancets is not vouched for _ , .
December 30th and June 16th.
Postage stampl supplied to President. No voucher in snpport of same,
December 26th . ... ... e eee ., 100
For lanterns No voucher. Anount smd to have been gweu in executwn of a contraot.
. ®8.
February?lst e e el e e e e e 100
April 28th ... ... ... ... ... .. .. e e e e e .. - 45
Total ... 145

Voucher produced, signed by an overseer ; on my questioning this, a receipt was produced mgned
by the man who executed the work, |
) : ES. A, P
June 11th .., ... . o e hh il e s e e W, 28 08
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Printing charges.—I, found no voucher.

On my calling for it a letter written by Deputy
Collector asking for this amount was produced,

RS. A. P.
May 9th 6210 O

.. Conservancy.—I found for this amount a’ sheet of paper, with somo coolies’ names on i,
neither signed nor passed. Amount disbursed, and this produced as a voucher. I find on the
23rd May Rupees 11-8-0 has been paid for a measuring tape. I consider this to be an extraordi-
nary price; if it had boen Rupoes 1-8-0 or Rupecs 2, it would have been nearer the proper value
of an article of this kind.

To avoid a repetition of such confusion

of accounts as otcurred a short time since (refemd to
by Mr. Arundel), would it not be better, in

stead of the system now obtaining, of paying out large
sums of money to overseers for work going on near the town, and allow them to disburse the

amount, to pay the coolies and others employed from the Municipal Office? The overseers might
either monthly or weekly make out 3 pay-sheet. Bills for the materials could accompany the same.
By this means the Commissioners would sccure a check upon expenditure. It may not be amiss to

mention that the present manager of the Municipal office is an intelligent man, and only requires
to be put in the way of keeping the books.

I enclose balance and disbursements sheets, abstract of accounts, and outstandings. Copies

of these returns, and also of my report, I have forwarded to the Vice-President at Combaconum.

No. 107. OrpER THEREON, 218t October 187 1, No. 1593.

The Municipal Commissioners of Combaconum had at their disposal during

. the year 1870-71, to which the foregoing
Ourren, : RS. A, p |
. Bato on bouses, &, .. .. .. . 1319918 1:report relates, the sum of Rupees

Livoom amiios, &a.- =1 T T 'Vske 8 0" 54,077-1.6 as shown in the margin.

iconse foes Tt s e e e LITU 8 1 .

Fines, &. .. .. . T U oo 2676 10 o ( They received from current taxes, &e.,
. %239 419 Rupees 34,239-4-10, and from State con-
"ls':: oo:h'lbnﬁt:c #e s e e . 10758 13 7J\tribution Rupees 10,752-13-7. The

o e ter e N N
Other rocoipte” w1 17 12 6 o opening balance was Rupees 7,082-11-3.
Reooveries (Police) .. ..

* ese et eee 2 -
browght forward .. . L 7,008 3\ The actual receipts from taxes correspond

Total .. ss077 1 ¢ Closely with the estimates, of which the
total was Rupees 33,660,

venty-two distress warraots, a vefy large
>, however, effected in only two cases, and in
these the property was released before sale, Distreaa‘fees, however, to the extent of
Rupees 96 were brought to credit. As these fees are payable only on distraint
actually made, and as the maximum fee is Rupees 10, the fees in the two cases
above mentioned could not have excee

. ded Rupees 20. It is, therefore, plain that
fecs have boen tlegally collectod ; and the lar g€ number of distress warrants indi-

L ——— —
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igsi er warrant being

ion from the Commissioners. The average Sum per v
- gtgﬁozhﬂe the minimum fee is 4 Annas, a presumption arises that only
e ation of sums extorted has been brought to credit. Rupees 2,580-10-0

8 po . The receipt of s large 4, sum proves

. A, P,

(] g 3

% 388 £ 4 president in paragraph 3, are presumed
momonowoe BOBLIS 444 b road parapets, and are ﬁf‘”'dmgty
e ;—{m o+ 5 retained under “ New Works. The cos:‘
2:484 un of the cholefa shed and of the repairs o

‘ . o 6 .
Rofunds sad sdvances recoverable ... - 8,874 11 & municipal cartsaretransferred to ‘‘Conser:

- sy

40713 9 wancy.” The other transfersnoted by the -

s 7'6 ] ‘ D ': . . . . B
- Balanoe ...__7_.___. President- have also been made. . The
Total .. 54,077 1 & ‘

. expenditure of the g;ant_for roads .shqu}gl

have been ghown under Repfairs,”'thqngh it is not tobe regarded in computing the

State:on:;:nl:::icipality has paid the full charges for the Police t(; ;lslel;ng. Othl';:
;nd as stated by Mr. Cadell, are entitled to‘a'refund .of Rupe:als » ~b - t,hem he

gx&niﬁsi’oners have refanded the sum, Rupees 1,795-14:9, overdrawn by

State contribution in 1869-70. :

5. The State contribution struck onthe e;pehditure will be Rupees 11,108-15-8.  *

i i i indirectly Rupees 13,630-6-0, and °
issioners have received directly and md.lrect y 13, .
e t?x‘;:lezf:mto refund Rupees 2,521-6-4, or allowing for the Police overpayment,
;{m;;eea 2 042:9-8 They should not have been permitted to overdraw to such an |
1} y .

extent as this. .

6. The municipal operations appear to have been prosecuted with vigour,

. ovement of the roads has continued, and much seems to be d?ne for. the_
The “?:::ient of the town. The latrine accommodation is said to be insufficient,
impro , > ‘

Ity of Drocuring si ' e shown will be
owing to the difficnlty of procuring sites. The Government on caus

ion the. adquisition of sites | he Act. The. street conser-
pared otion the. soquisition of sites under ¢ . Tl ot
L \seezss::lllateendad’f%o, but the system of making over the sweepings to
“’Po{e‘- partieé'to~’ﬁll up ditshes; on condition that they shall cover them with earth
priva

to the depth of onaor two féet, is d.dangerous one, and shovld be discontinued. ,
o . w . et <. *

Tis Kiéalth ‘of the town population is said to bave been good. The registration .
e héalth ‘ol the LowWn po

£ deaths, which is considered faulty, is now in the hiands of the Commissioners, and -
) et . ; . T . 3 .

the Grovernment trust that &n impfovemetit may be reported next year. His
) :

Excelleney in Council regrets to licar that the Act is unpopular in Combaconum,
xce

but if it is-vexatiously énforcbd, as f!'om the facts stated in pamgmph 2 supra woulfl
o 16 the case, its unpopularity i8 scarcely to be wondered _at. The muni-
seer? v b:; isb 1;0' means‘be;vy, and could not of itself cause dl.scontemf T}m
mpal'ﬂl!é! 9:; ister and accounts revesled by the Auditor’s report is vexynnsam-
;::t;;;f a:d slfould at once be remedied: “The multiplicity of books aud- gceouits -

’

‘ to be one great cause of the confusion.” The G%veihhepf}&bjl%%ﬁ!ﬁiﬁh&tﬁ
seems | _ \ |
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the Commissioners copy of G. 0., dated 21st October 1870, No. 1334, containing
some remarks on the subject, which may be of use to the Commissioners.

(True Extract.)

Under Secretary to Government.

To the President of the Municipal Commission, Combaconum.
,» Public Works Department,
+» Board of Revenue.
,» Accountant-General.
»» Inspector-General, Indian Medical Depariment.
' s v of Police.
»» Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. Wright.
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