


Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
6th February 1871,

Read the following papers:— y
No. 19. From the Officiating Sccretary to the Government of India, Home
Department (Sanitary), to the Secretary to Government, Fort Saint
George, dated Fort William, 24th December 1870, No.471.
Referring to the Resolution of this Department, No. 515, dated the 31st
' December 1869, I am directed to draw the attention
15t~That n weekly return of deaths, . e . ~ R .
ages, aud causes of denth be prepar- of His ]nxcellency the Governor in Council to the
ed and published for large citivs. ] . . . .
Tt & similar rotar bo made  SUZZestions marginally noted, which the Army Sani-
- N b"] f tr d' t-' L8, . - . . »
upquarterly for country districts. oy Commission have submitted, on the subject of
recording mortuary statistics on a uniform system throughout British India. '

e

Referred to the Sanitary Commissioner for report.
Tort Sa1NT GEORGE, (Signed)  R. 8. ELLIS,
1044 January 1871, Chief Secretary:
No. 20. From the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras, to the Chief Semetaly
to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Madras, 16th January 1871,
No. 44. o S

I have the honour to observe, with reference to letter, No. 471, dated 24th

December 1870, from the Secretary to the Government of India, that, with regard .. . ..

ot Thab . wockly rotura of death, ’.m the {{rsb qgextmn uot‘ed in the margin, the practice
ages, and couses of death be pre- in the cily of Madras for the last ten years has been
pared and pubiished for large citios, S . .
, to compile and publish in the Fore Saint George
Glazetie a weekly return of mortality amongst the several clusses of inhabitants, and
detuiled information regarding the more important diseases causing death.  This
practice I introduced (with the sanction of Government)when the mortuary returns
of the city were compiled in the Uflice of the Inspector-General, Indian Medieal
Department, and it has been continued ever siuce lst January 1860. The weekly
reburn of mortality ‘“according toage” hus not hitherto been published, but the
data enteredin the town registers allow of its preparation sand the Municipality will,
no doubt, be prepared to adopt it should Government desire the age return to be
published weekly. ‘

9. Madras is the only large ciby in this Presidency for which I think it
necessary to publish weekly returns. 1 now supply to the Registrar-General in
England a copy of the weekly summary of deaths in this city and meteorological
observations for the corresponding period. (The form of return is attached for
information. )

3. With regard to the second question, it will be quite possible to preparc a
omd—That » similar relurn bo made quarterly statement showing the main facts in regard

E o arterly for country didiricts. g causes of death amongst the population generally.
1 have already, in my printed Proceedings for the month of June, given the abstract
tables of births and deaths for each Collectorate of the Presidency for the first half
of the year 1870; and, in the Docember Proceedings, the abstract tables for the
yemaining siz months of the year will be given. In future, I shall be prepared to
compile these monthly retarns into quarterly statements. :
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Proceedings of the Madras Gevernment, Public Depariment,
6th February 1871

4. 1 maybe permitted to observe here that the duties in connexion with the
registration of vital statistics in this office of a population exceeding 26,000,000 are
becoming very laborious, and that, as the work progresses towards completeness,
some addition to the establishment of clerks will be absolutely necessary.

5. Tn this Prosidency, we are (owing to the admirable machinery of the Village
Revenue System) making good progress in the registration of births as well as of
deaths, and I trust that in a few years the vital statistical returns collected in
Madras may hecome wholly reliable so far as they go.

6. I propose shortly to address Government on the special subject of improve-
mont in the registration of births and deaths and the extra establishment needed.

]

No. 21. Orper THEREON, 6th February 1871, No. 157.

The Sanitary Commissioner is authorized to carry into effect the proposals of
the Army Sanitary Commission on the subject of recording mortuary statisties. It
is observed that, with the exception of the period to which the returns are to have
reference, the requisite instructions were issued by the Government of India in their
Proceedings, dated 815t December 1869, No, 515, A

{True Extract.)

Ohief Secretary.

16 the Sanitary Commissioner.

.» Inspector-Gieneral, Indian Medical Department,

“Bad, 7. H. Burns.
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