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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
6th February 1871

No. 17..  Read the following letter from the Acting Collector of Trichinopoly, to
the Chief Secretary to Government, Tort Saint George, dated Trichi-
nopoly, 26th January 1871, No. 61—
I have the Lonour to enclose, for the information of Government, a report on the
late Streerungum feast, made by Mr. Maltby, Assistant Collector, wlho was in charge
of the sanitary and other arrangements during the festival.

9. The expenditure is 90 Rupees below that incurred last year.

Tyrom T. J. MALTBY, Tsq., Assistant Collector, to the Acting Collector, Trichinopoly, dated
Trichinopoly, 24th January 1871, No. 4.

1 have the honour to report that the festival at Streerungum, known by the Tamil name of
«Kottara Utchavam,” began upon the 22nd of December 1870 and terminated upon the 11th instant.

1. 'The usual sbeps were taken to clean the town both inside and outside, and a pure supply of
drinking water was ensured by preventing persons from bathing and washing dirty clothes in those
parts of the N4tt channel above the town of Streerunguil,

9. The people were warned daily by beat of tom-tom to attend to the cleanliness of their
houses, &c., and printed notices regarding the sanitary measures to be observed were posted up in
different parts of the town, whilst simple instractions regarding the treatment of cholera wore like-
wise made known-in & similar manner.

3. Latrines upon the dry-carth system were constructed in different parts outside the pagoda
walls, and were separately available for hoth males and females.

4. As cholera had been prevafent, not only {nuie surrounding distnobs, ab in Trickinops)
itself, there was every reason to apprehend its appearance at the festival. ‘

5. 1 am, however, happy to be able to state that the number of deaths pecurring from cholera
was 1imited to three, and thab these might possibly have heen prevented had it not been for the
delay which occarred, previous to the admittance of these cases into the temporary hospital established
for the treatment and segregation of the sick, owing to the neglect which oceurred in applying for
immediate assistance. :

6. The number of persons treated for cholera and choleraic diarrheea amounted to 100, Of
this number, five only were Cascs of aggravated cholera, whilst the remaining cases were ab once
treated and cured with doses of chlorodyne talken in brandy and water. Simple fever was attended
to in seventy-one cases, but no deaths occurred.

w  The attendance ab the festival was unusnally small compared with previous years, not
exceeding 20,000 persons. This falling off in the numbors of pilgrims must be attributed to the
potices published by Collectors in this and the neighbouring districts, to the effect that cholera
prevailed, and warning people of the risk which they ran by attending the festival. ‘

8. The publication of these notices tended greatly to diminish the crowd of persons which
might otherwise have been expected, and no doubt prevented very much of the sickness which might
have occurred. ' ‘

9. T may mention that, had cholera prevailed to any extent, ib was my intention to have had
large fires lighted wherever it broke out, and 1 bake this opportunity of recommending this plan for
cleansing and purifying the air, more especially with fires made of old tar ov piteh barrels. The
salutary cffects of fire cannot be doubted as an i_mportzmt aid, in conjunction with other sanitary
measures, in arresting the spread of this most baftling discase.

10. 'The expenses incurred for constructing latrines, hive of carts, cleaning the streets, and for
medicines supplied to tho Assistant Apothecary in medical charge amount to Rupees 530-10-10,
out of the 700 Rupeces sanctioned by Government. '

The usual vouchers arc Lerewith enclosed.
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11, Captain Hodges, the Saperintendent of Police, had charge of the Police arrangements ; anl
every precantion was taken to keep order and prevent a vecurrence of any accidents from over-
crowding and crushing.

12, Three or four cases of petty theft oceurred, but the eulprits were ab once wrresbed wnd
bronght to justice.  The property stolen was, in each case, recovered and restored to the owners,

12, My acknowledgments wre due to the Tahsildar of Trichinopaly, Pabtabliram Pillay, lor
the assistanee which e has invariably afforded upon cach ocension of the festival, and I also desice
to mention the name of hix Goomastah, Rengiongar, with whose zeal upon the occasion U had every
veason to be satisfied,

14, I bogalso to acknowledzo the great assistance derived from Me, Tincoln, the Assistant
Apotheeary in eharge of the medieal arrangements, as this officer, by at onee attending to the wanty
of the sick in his daily rounds through the town, mo doubb contribubted a great deal to check any
meipient illness. ,

5. This report has boen delayed owing to the non-receipt of the accounts from bhe Tabsildar

No. 18. Orper tuEreos, G6th February 1871, No. 136,
The Government learn with satisfaction that success has aitended the precau-

tionary sanitary measures taken during the Strecrungum festival at Trichinopely.
2. The expenditurc of Rupees 530-10-10 is sanctioned.

("T'rue Lxtract.)

Chier Seerelur u,

To the Collector of Trichinopoly.
. Acecountant-General,
o Inspector-General of Police.
. Sanitary Commissioner,
o Board of Eevenne,
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