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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
30t% September 1871.

No. 146. Read the following letter from the Sanitary Commissioner for Madras,
to the Chicf Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras,
25th September 1871, No. 1351:—

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of Proceedings of Government,
No. 1256, dated 4th September 1871.

2. Although Government has Dbeen pleased to dispose definitely of the
question I had raised as to my position in regard to the inspection of jails, I would
venture to ask permission to offer one or two observations on the letters, No. 133,
of 12th August, and No. 138, of the 21st August, of the Inspector-General of Juils,
as the points therein raised scem to me to imply a misconception of the regulations
uader which my duties as Sanitary Commissioner to the Government of Madras
are performed.

3. In my reply to the Inspector-General of Jails, under date the 12th August
No. 1469 of 1864, Military Department, (copy of which is attached for inform-
Paragraph relating to inspection of Burracts. ation), I pointed out that, in the original

The inquiries of tho Commission should not be limited to instructions to the Sa]]itary Commission
the condition of the buildings only % * ¥, Tle researches

ofthe Commission should extend to every detail which of Madras on its forn]a,tion t]lO Szmitaxy
directly or indirectly affcets the health and comfort of !

the inmates of the barracks, such as their occupation inspecti()n of jai]s was ]ald down as o110
when not on duty, habits, diet, cooking, clothing, &e. N . S, .
Particular attention to be paid to the condition of the of the important duties of the Comm?s-

atmosphere in the barrack buildings both during day . . . .

aud night. sion. I quote from these instructions, in
* . .

The foreguing remarks wiil uppiy generaily to the the margin, the more 1mportant para-

hospitals and jai's” * % * Theso should be carefuily . Jatl L I :
inspected by the Commission, aud s fuli report furnished gr‘lphs rc]atlng to J"“l ll]SpCCth)lS.

on their present condition, with such suggestions as may . .
be considered necessary for tLeir improvement in These instructions have never been
respect to their sanitary condition. -1
superseded or cancelled by any later
orders of the Madras Government; and, although the Sanitary Commissioner is
now the sole representative of the late Sanitary Commission, the duties of that
Officer are in all essentials, both as regards thie Military and Civil Departments of

the State, precisely as they were when a Sanitary Department was first created.

* *

4. But the Inspector-General of Jails would scem to infer that the Order of the
Government of India, 10th September 1868, a portion of which he quotes, cancels
the instructions under which the Sanitary Commissioner of Madras performs lis
duties in regard to the inspection of jails. This, I may remark, is not the case.
The order in question was never communicated either to the Madras or Bombay
Governments as it undoubtedly would have been had it been the intention of the
Government of India to alter the duties of the Sanitary Commissions of those
Governments, or to place them in subordination to the Imperial Sunitary Commis-
sioner. The order in question relates solcly to the newly-appointed Sanitary
Commissioners of minor Governments and Administrations, and not to the then
existing Commissioners whose duties had already been laid down and defined. The
duties of thelocal Cominissioners, in fact, are restricted entirely to the Civil Depart-
ment, while the Sanitary Commissioners of Madras and Bombay are the sanitary
advisers of their respective Governments in all questions relating to the hygiene of
the British and Native Armies, Jails, and civil population of those Presidencies,
just as the Impcerial Sanitary Commissioner is the responsible adviser of the Supreme
Government in regard to all such matters,
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3. The Madras Government in the same letter, par .
lincs of native

y inquiring into the sanitary condition of the barracks,
and suburbs of the Presidency town.

s dirccted that < they should be carcfully inspected by the
ch suggestions as may

commenee their Iabours b
regiments, hespilas, Jails, bazaars,

4. With regard to jails, it wa
< Commission, and a full report furnished on their present condition, with su
*t}o considered necessary for their improvement in respect to their sanitary condition.”

5. Asregards subsidiary jails, the Proceedings of Government, No. 894, Judicial Department,
26th May 1869, lay down that the Sanitary Commissioner is to be an ex-officio visitor of subsidiary
jails throughout the Presidency. The omission of the Sanitary Commissioner from the list of
official visitors of Central and District Jails, in the Jail Rules drawn up in 1865, I cannot explain ;
probably it was thought that the authority given in the letter of 2nd May 1864 above quoted was
sufficient, or the omission might have been a mere oversight.

6. Tractically, my predecessors in office and myself have invariably visited all jails we have
inspection, and have either reported upon them direct to Government,
book. With the one cxception of the Bellary
ered to me by the Jail Superintendent for the

met with during our tours of
or cntered our suggestions in the official visitors’
Jail, the official visitors’ book has always been tend
entry of my remarks. :

7. The suggestions of the Sanitary Commissioner, in regard to the improvement of the

5ot
sanitary state of jails, are frequently such as ean be acted tipon cither by the officer in charge of
1t has scemed to me that to trouble Government with

the jail, or by the head of the department.
separate reports on petty matters that can be remedied departmentally is to entail much uscless

Jabour and correspondence on the Secretariat Department of Government.
8. From what has been said, I am of opinion that the orders of Government of the 2nd May

1864 constitutes the Sanitary Commissioner (the representative of the late Sanitary Commission)
an ¢ official visitor ” of jails. Not having anything more than current records with me at the
time of my visit to Bellary, I could not refer Captain McDougall to the date of the order, but I
distinctly informed him that Thad authority to inspect all jails in my official capacity, and that the
fact had never before been questioned to 1y knowledge. :

9. T must explain that Captan McDougall did not question my right to inspect the jail, but

merely that he considered your circular of October 187¢ precluded him from giving me access to

the official visitors' book.
P.S.—Since this le
dated 4th August,

tter was written, I have received Proceedings of Government, No. 1040,

No. 147. OrpER TREREON, 30th September 1871, No. 1491.
Recorded. The question raised has been finally disposed of by G. O., dated

7th Scptember 1871, No. 1256.

(True Extract.)
R. S. ELLIS,

Ohief Secretary.

Exd. J. Wright.
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