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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
21st September 1871. - .

No. 93. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary o
~ of State for India, to His Excellency the Right Honourable the Governor
in Council, Fort St. George, dated India Office, London, 3rd August ‘ ‘
1871, No. 19 (Public):— '

I forward, for the information of your Excellency in Council, a copy of a
Despatch, addressed by the Governor of Cape Colony
to Her Majesty’s ,Secretary of State for the Colonies,
reporting the total loss, on the south-east coast of the Cape, of the French vessel the
Souvenance, conveying coolies from Pondicherry or Karikal to Martinique. I also
transmit an extract from the Cupe Standard and Mail containing details of a some-
what later date.

2. Immediately upon receipt of the further particulars which Sir Henry
Barkley states will be furnished by the French Consul at the Cape, I will again
address your Lordship in Council. In the meanwhile you will give such publicity
to this disaster as may seem to you fitting, pending the arrival of further details.

3rd June 1871, No. 6302.

From Sir HENRY BARKLEY, Governor, to the Right Honourable the Earl of Kimberley, dated
' Government House, Cape Town, 3rd June 1871, No. 6302-M.

I deetn it as well to report, for the information of Her Majesty’s Colonial Land and Emigration
_Commissioners, the total loss, on the south-east coast of this Colony, of a French vessel carrying
Indian immigrants, most of them probably British subjects. \

2. Little is yet known beyond the fact of 107 bodies together with fragments of the hull
being washed ashore near Ratel Bay ; but from certificates of engagement, and other papers found on
some of the former, there can be no doubt that the wreck is that of the Souvenance, 797 tons burden,
Captain E. Brunnetean, Master, bound from Pondicherry to Martinique with 376 coolies, which ship
left Karikal on the 31st of March, and touched at Mauritius for supplies on the 23rd April.

3. The French Consul is engaged in making inquiries, and has promised to communicate, in
the usual form for the Board of Traﬁe, such further particulars as he may ascertain respecting this
sad casualty.

4. There seems but little ground for supposing, as more than a fortnight has elapsed, that any
of those who were on board have escaped in the boats, though the number of bodies of white men
a8 yet reported is very small. '

Wexck or o Cooute Surp.—The Cape Standard and Mail of June 20th gives all the inform-
ation probably that can ever be known respecting the wreck of the coolie ship off the coast. A
certificate found on one of the bodies showed that, as supposed, it was a French vessel named the
Souvenance, belonging to the port offl antes. Under the d@rection of the French Consul at Cape
Town an investigation has been made on the coast and at a farm at Ratel River, belonging to
M. von Breda. Pieces of wreck were found, some of which bore the names of well-known manu-
facturers at Nantes. The coast is wild and desolate, and for miles, with the exception of one small

. bay, there is no smooth water. It was on this coast the Souvenance was literally dashed to pieces.
From the beach can be seen Gunner’s Quoin Point, and it is believed that it was on this point
that the Souvenance struck, about the 15th or 17th of May. All the bodies that were found were
naked, which leads to the belief that the vessel struck at night. - It is remarkable that all the
white bodies escaped the voraciousness of the sharks, but they were dreadfully bruised by being
dashed against the rocks. M. Hugo, the agent sent by the French Consul, was shown at a boat-
house belonging to M. Breda a coat, evidently the full dress military coat of a French Doctor,
and a bag of biscuits with the words on one side of it, Souvenance. Over 200 bodies had been
washed up, fourteen of which were white.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
* 212¢ September 1871. e

No. 94. OrbER THEREON, 218t September 1871, No. 1430,

From the Despatch above recorded, the Government learn with great regret
the total loss, on the south-east coast of the Cape of Good Hope, of the French
vessel the Sowvenance, conveying coolies from Pondicherry and Karikal to
Martinique.

2. The Souvenance when she left Karikal had on ‘board, besides her crew
and officers, 876 cooly emigrants. From the account of the wreck, transmitted
by the Secretary of State from the Giovernor of Cape Colony, it appéars that two
hundred bodies were washed on shore df which fourteen were bodies of white men,

and there seems no hope that any persons on board the Souvenance have escaped in
the boats.

3. As public attention has been drawn to the delay in the departure of the
Souvenance, His Excellency in Council desires to place on record the circumstances
under which this ship was allowed to leave on the 31st instead of the 15th March
last. :

4. Ina letter, dated 27th February last, the Officiating Protector of Emigrants
at Madras reported that the French Emigration Agent at Pondicherry was anxious
to obtain the sanction of the Madras Government to postpone the departure of the
Emigration Ship Souvenance, which had been chartered to convey coolies to the
Antilles, for ten days beyond the 15th March (the latest date prescribed by Article
1.3 of the convention entered into between England and France relative to emigra-
tion to the French Colonies). . - , - '

5. The reason for this request was that, in consequence of the Franco-
Prussian war, theré had been no recruiting of coolies for two months, and that the
delay in completing the arrangements for the despatch of coolies by the Souve-
nance had been unavoidable. ' ' A

6. The Madras Government in the firstinstance declined to comply with this
request.- ) .

7. The French Governor on receipt of this reply pointed out that the strict

terms of the convention had been carried out in respect of the coolies embarked at
Pondicherry, these having been put on board on the 15th March, and that the relaxa-
tion of the rule which was requested was to enable the ship to take on board the
coolies who were waiting at Karikal, and that this course was that usually observed
without any objection having hitherto been raised. His Excellency the French
Governor further stated that heavy expense would be incurred if the embarkation
of coolies at Karikal was prohibited on this occasion.

8. Under these circumstances, the Consular Agent at Karikal was instructed to
extend the time of embarkation from Karikal from the 15th to the 31st March. The
permission thus granted appeared to be in accordance with the spirit of Section 4
of Act VL. of 1869, which gave power to the Local Government, in cases of emer-
gency, to permit emigrant vessels to leave Calcutta for any place west of the Cape of
Good Hope between the 1st July and the 1st April, and with the proposed extension
of this power to the Governments of Madras and Bombay in the new Emigration
Act which was about to become law. The Act became law on the 10th March
1871. The extension of time granted by the Madras Government on the 17th
of March to the Souvenance was, therefore, in fact legal when it was granted

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
21st September 1871.

and at this time there seemed no reason to believe that the delay would be attended
with any risk to the safety of the vessel. The Government have it in contemplation,
however, in consequence of this deplorable event, to obtain evidence from the most
trustworthy sources as to the expediency of ever permitting even in exceptional
cases, the last departure of emigrant vessels from the Ports of this Presidency, or
from those of the French Settlements, later than the date originally fixed, viz., the

15th of March. ,
(True Extract.)

Captain, R: E.,
Under Secretary, P. W. D.,
for Chief Secretary.

To the Protector of Emigrants.

Exd. J. Wright.
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Recording coviain observations in regard to the
postponement, in March last, of the embarkation
of emigrants on board the Suip Sonvenance frow
Pondicherry and Karikal. )
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Popric DEPARTMENT,

No. 1431,
Frox ‘ *
Tae Hox. R. 8. ELLIS, c.5,,

Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,
To '

Tz SECRETARY To THE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, REVENUE, AND COMMERCE.
Sir, A
Referring to Mr. Under-Secretary Geoghegan’s letter, dated the 9th instant,

. Sume 1671 No. 42, I am directed to transmit copy of the enclo-
No. 6302, dated &rd Juze 1571 gure® of the Despatch from the Secretary of State for

£ Dated 31et Sept. 1671, No, 1480. India, dated the 3rd August last, No. 19 (Publi'c);
together with the ordert passed thereon by this Gov-

exnment,
1 have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your mosf obedient servant, '
: Captain, R, E,,
OoracaMUND, Under Secretary, P. W. D.,
215t September 1871, | for Chief Seéretary.

Exd, J. Wright.
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From
Ths Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort St. George,

Ts
The Secrelary to (he Govt. of India,
Agriculture, Bevenue, and

Commerce Departmend.

Dated 21t September 1871,

Beced. .
No. 1431,
Enclosure,
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