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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
16¢th September 1871.

No. 71. Read the following letter from the Officiating President of the Municipal
Commission, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Governwent, Fort St.

George, dated Madras, 8th September 1871, No. 81:—

I have the honour to forward, herewith, a petiti@h from the Vunneer caste in
Madras, regarding the position said to be assigned to them in the Census arrangemeﬁ ts.
1 have only to remark upon it that the Vunncers have been repeatedly informed,
both in writing and through the heads of the caste, that the elassification proposed

has been misapprehended, as it was simply intended to group races similar in certain

respects, and in no sense to imply identity of position or religious rank.
2. They have also been informed that every caste will now be entered in the

returns in alphabetical order, so as to prevent all disputes as to precedency.
3. The petition is forwarded by desire of the petitioners expressed in a letter

from Messrs. Branson and Branson.

.

To
Tag PRESIDENT or tHE MUNICIPAL COMMISSION
ror THE TOWN or MADRAS.

Ste, —We, the undersigned Vunneers, very respectfully beg to submit that, on the 21st June
1870, we presented a petition to C. E. Gover, Esq., the then Honorary Secrctary of the Census .
relative to the indignity put upon us by that gentleman in his classification of castes.
d 25th January 1870, Mr. Gover states, *‘ This great caste
proprietor cultivating class. It must not,

is class have a common origin any further

Committee,
-In paragraph 27 of his report, date

¢ may be considered as subordinate to the Vellallers or

¢ however, be supposed that the many branches o

¢ than that they are Dravidians -and not Aryan. Practically, they belong to the one class-of

¢ Labourers and are named after the best-known class, Vunneers or Pullees.”

We then represented that a gross wrong and injustice was done us by placing us in the ninth
order of Class IV. and bracketting us with Upparava, Oddiar and Koraven, &c., and by expressing
this superrogatory opinion it was _extremely insulting and painful to all the members of our
caste. Had the classification then made been taken into consideration, or had any inquiry been
instituted with regard to the respect due to us, certainly, it would have been ascertained that we

are the descendants of the ancient Sovereigns of the Dravida country. Nor would Mr. Gover
had examined the different Shastras and Puranas, or indeed if

have thus expressed himself if he
l-acquainted with the whole matter and facts of the case.

he had consulted parties who are wel
The classification, therefore, made by him is altogether wrong.
If the Census Committee had made proper inquiry of the Vunneers, they certainly would not

have been included or classified with the various tribes of Murravers, &ec.
In the Southern Peninsula, the Murravers and Kullers are branches of the Sudra Caste,
Pullee is not the designation of a caste, but that of a title. The different castes in Hindoostan are

described in the Puranas, &ec., and the respective occupations of the castes are also given in the

gaid Puranas, &c. ‘

In one of the cighteen Puranas, named Agniya, written by the ancient Viaser Rishee, and
which is only applicable to the Kschutriars or Vunneers, their origin, bravery, dignity, the honour
and distinction they gained by conquering their enemies, and ruling the country, are described ;
and as they originated from Vunne (fire) they are cven to the present day designated Vunneers.
It is also stated by ancient authors, as is known from existing experience and practice, that the

Vunneers being of the fire race, the Solar and Lunar Races sprung from the fire dynasty and are

of the one caste Vunneers.
At the present time their offspring rule in India as Maharajahs or Kings and as petty Princes,
tself. In order to avoid this injustice and in

from the Himmalayas to Cape Comorin and Ceylon i
order to avoid this impolicy of the representatives of Her Most Gracious Majesty the Empress of

India, shall we are must we become lost ?
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In the issue of the Mad e n
Maunicipal Commissi ras Standard of the 21st ; . o
inhabitants desI::is}:O:}:;::;j enumerators were siﬁfgl;ni?::k?;z:m:id that, in a Council of 4o
In the printed Census ;:;tand that this proposition was agreednt Z na}in e ond castes 13 the
Vunneers.”” In what ancient “;nt’hMr', G‘?Ver has said ¢ that ga,rd:neyr: : Vt;:neers.
Vunneers ; does the name Vuan or 18 it represcated that gardeni a‘te equc'ntly called
_other oecupation but that of ("gr give the meaning of gardener ? Denmg‘m peculiar fo the
As all castes follow all kinds g: ) e“ers.z Do not other castes also o, Vunn'e ere fullow 03
of occupation from rulers dowz tocc“p.at\on, it is well-known that tg ;)fnow the aaid aceupation
pations, if the Censns Committ Ogul.t ivators. As there are other et nneera carry on all kinds
that some of the branches of thee esire to know only the caste of ca‘; ¢s carrying on various occu-
Kodecals, and Thoolaver, al} m;:fu”‘uerg are designated from tl?: rc:;:s they would have stated
' ng gardene encement as Thotacars,

Kschatriyars or V rs; i
; i o
In reference t: ﬁlei;:? called gardeners, we d:tt?:? ko: this, from what cause or reason the
oregoing we ver ov.
¥y respectfully be .
g to submit—

1st.—That we
: are prepared
Pandian, the origi pared to prove that
; ginal Emperors of S at we are the de
' out, . sezndants
2nd-—i‘hat we are capable D; hern Indla' of Shll'en, Cholen, m‘

P————

. Puranas, Eth provin :
ehasum, and other origin g from innumersble quotations from the Shastrad

' al ..
;Zetz ll]gIhOWever, give g few extrac:‘s‘it.l.mmms that wo are of the ruling caste or Kschatriyas
' e History of India, fourth edjt; '
stated that about two ¢ s o i o ton, Sersmpor
or Kschatriyas. In p:szu;; 8 ?l‘evmus to our cent:rye’tlfg I‘;Oh;: (?lurk Mgrshman, pago 17, it ”
conclusion that the Hinbdoo SZ t?e S e 1t la Eh“ gi:: n.m‘l‘s i i Ugnic“l“
Po?sessor of the honours of R:Paj or Sun, the descendant of et e e ool
princes, before they can suce dmu’ o ol o Sol s o v e
It has been already pro::d 1?; :}l:e 31 rone of their father :\x::mz; o T 1
¢ , obtain the Talek."

was Loh, whe, of ¢ edas, Sh
3 s 0 s ast
urse, belongs to our caste, ras, and Puranas that the cldest son of Ramu

Rajpoot greatnes ¢
. 8prun
These self-same Rajpoots are 8 up tho four men who became the foundors of
desecndants of the Kingly tribe zr ;scrlbed in the Manual of F. Carmi
Puranas, Ethchasum, s othn Ori, olar Race from ixmumerabl‘c “"u:‘ihael, Esq., 88 being the
quotations from the Shastrss,

These self-sa . ginal authoritj
~same R Titie
Wpoots are ® that we are of the ruling caste or Kschatriyar

the kingly trib again deseribed

: ) » or solar race. ibed in the same X

rajah of Vizianagram as being In that Manual he Manual as being the descendants of
(]

" the descends particularly deserib i M
o A manuscript, abstracted at page"gl;ut of the salar race, that ises :‘h? Highness tho Mals-
elong to the Ugnicoola and are descond of the Catalogue Rajso » of the Vunnecrs.
by means of their skill in archery AM Ofl from the Muni sarﬁbh“ nne, states that the Vunpeers
i.lnd a Ilindoo Mistory of Ceylon t;an 1rm‘031°f Vunneers are often 1 - ﬂmt_thcy gained victorics
3300 of the Cali Uga, a Pandya prinS ated in R. A. 8. Journal leemmmd in the Ceylon Annals,
panied by sixty bands of Vunneers 0088 weut over o Ceylon a.’nd ;)n::'n'c 2:14‘ slates that, in the Yoot
Fuarthermore, it i o arried its King and w
) » 1t 18 stated by the R . ' 18 aceom-
page 65, that Sheren, Cholen, and P&ng“ William Taglor in his Pand; s
Race, though these three are repr Jan are uterine broth iyan Chronicle, Volume 2,
Puranas, yet it is to be underst(}(})de i;’“icd to belong to the Fi‘i“ OSf ;he Ui alias thurri or Fire
Further, at . nat their origin i e, Solur, and Lunar Races in th
, at page 523 of the Geow . £ 18 but one aces in the
- . N lr .
}::sq., Volume 2, Bdition of 1820, it ; ’:{:hlca!, &e., Doscription of If;
situated towards Trincomallee in t} s given :—Wunny, g gj f“dustm, by Walter Hamilton,
At different periods, its Wannt . nor.th'e“t quarter. 'I:ht‘: d.mr’c“n the interior of Ceylon, i8
sovercigns and their European e(;& o Princes took &dvantages ;st;:, fine flat country * * ** * "
Moreaver, at emics to establish ’ O the wars betwoon the C d
page 44, Mr. N _ an authority. o Candyal
Racc arc commonly believed to he :ést? 1}:{13 1;:3 Man al, part 3 statos the T
¢ Kschatriy » States the Panyda of the Lunsr

a~—not ¢
Of the VCHMSL Qor my cthe‘. &gl‘icult urd

™

Proceedings of the Madras Gaovernment, Public Department,

16th September 1871.

gtated thus; that by

castes, Still yet in the afore-quoted Hamilton’s Manual at page 508, it is
the instrumentality of Buddah and the aggistance of the inferior deities, Prince Vigia descended
was the first king who reigned over Ceylon. That this Vigia Prince

from the family of the sun,
wags a Vunneer canl be clearly seen from the following extract from Nelson’s Manual of the Madura

country : ¢ 1t is just possible, though that the first Pandya emigrated into the southern part of
India and founded Madura, at the same time that King Vigia emigrated into Ceylon, viz,
towards the end of the sixth century before Christ.”’

With respect to the foregoing subject there are still more innumerable authorities, guch a8
the Shastras and Vedas, and Ethehasam, which will be produced in the pamphlet we are aboub
ar caste, but also relative to all castes obtaining in Southern India.

publishing regarding 0ot only 0
We, therefore, veTy respectfully golicit that, as we &re about to give full extracts from aacient
clagsic authors to prové our position and the origin of our class, you will be pleased to convené

Jearned men in the Vedas, Shastras, and Puranas, and, in consulting them, call for us, when we will
readily be &ble to upbold the dignity to which we aro rightfully and Jawfully entitled.
. Wo beg to remain, &,

MaDBAS, (Signed) MAHANAUDOO SEVAPAUTHA NAYAGUR,
and 178 othérs.

gtk Augusé 1871
S

tember 1871, No. 1407.

No. 72. ORrpER THEREON, 16th Sep
The Government approve of the proposal to enter the castes alphabetically.

(True Extract.)

Captsin, B. E.,

Under Secrctary, P W D.,
for Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Clommission, Madras,

I3

Exd. J. Wright.
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We the undersigned Vunneers very respectfully beg to submit that on the "81st

June 1870, we presented a Petition to C. E. Gover Esq., the then Honomry"'&ugtﬁ‘y )

of the Census Committee, relative to the ix}dignity put upon us by that . Gentler in [

his classification of Castes. =~ . - % o RN,

. In pim 27 of his Rﬂpol't, dﬂtad gﬁth ngmry 1870, Mr, Go ver m’ ] ‘ this :

« great Caste may ‘be “considered a3 subordinate to the Vellallers or proprietor culti. |

« vating class. It must not however be supposed that the many branches of this class -
« have a common origin sny further than that they are Dravidians and not Aryan.

« Practically, they belong to the one class of laborers and are named after the best

« known class, Vunneers or Pullees.” ,.~

We then represented that a gross wrong and injustice was done us by placing °
us in the 9th Order of Class IV and bracketting us with Upparava, Oddiar and Kora-
ven, &c., and by expressing this superrogatory opinion it was extremely insulting and -
painful to all the Members of our Caste. Had the classification then made been taken
into consideration, or had any: enquiry been instituted with regard to the respect

- due to us, certainly, it would have been ascertained that we are the descendants of the
Ancient Sovereigns of the Dravida Country. Nor would Mr. Gover have thmf express.
ed himself if he had examined the different Shastras and Puranas, or indeed if he had
consulted parties who are well acquainted with the whole matter and facts of the case.

The classification, therefore, made by him is altogether wrong. e

If the Census Committee had made proper enquiry of the Vu?neers, they
certainly would not have been included or classified with the various tribes of Mur-
. ‘. . :

ravers, &c. o ‘ .
In the Southern Peninsula the Murravers and Kullers are branches of the Sudra
Caste. Pulles is not the designation of a Caste, but that of a title. The different Castes

in Hindostan are described in the Puranas, &c., and the respective occupations of the

Castes are also given in the said Pooranas, &o,
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In one of the 18 Puranas, named Agniya, written by the ancient Viaser

Rishée, and which is only applicable to the Kschutriars or Vunneers, their origin.
bravery, dignity, the honor and distinetion they gained by conquering their ene-
mies, and rifting the country, ade described ; and ag they ori 'ﬁated from Vunpe
(fire) they are even to the present day designated Vunneers. ' It is also stated by
ancient authors, as ig known from existing experience and practice that the
Vunneers being of the “fire. tace, the ‘Bolar and Lunar Baces . sprung from
the fire dynasty and are of the one caste Vunneers. ~

: At the present time their Offspring rule in India as Maharajahs or Kings
«and a8 petty Princes, from the Hj
order to avoid this injustice and

tives of Her Most Gracious Majes
come lost ? \

8 1mmpolicy of the representa-
ty the Empress of India, shall we or must we be-

In the issue of the Madras Standard of the 21t instant it is stated that in
a Council of the Municipal Commissioners, the En nf

umerators were simply to take
t}own the names and Castes ag the- Inhabitants describe themselves and that this

proposition was agreed to by the Vanneers,

In the Printed Census Return, Mr, Gover has said
¢ frequently called Vunneers.®

In what ancient author
gardening is peculiar to the Vunneers; does the name Vun
of gardener ? Do not Vuinneers fo

Lot aty other occupation but that of gardeners P
Do ot other castes also follow the sajq occupation ?  Ag all castes follow all kinds
of occupation, it is well known that the Vunneers carry on all kinds of occupation
from rulers down to cultivators, As there are other castes ca '
occupations, if the Census Comnmit

““ that gardenerg are
is it representeds that
neer give the meaning

es of the Vellaller.

| Kodecals and Thoolaver,
instead of this, from what cause or

c all mesning gardeners ;
: T reason the Kschatriyas
gardeners, we do not know. L

Qr _Vunneers are called

In reference to all the foregoing we very respectfully beg to sltﬁmit.

1st. That we are prepared to prove that we

ror are fhe dcsgéndants of Sharen.
Cholen and Pandian, the original Emperors of Southern India; : , ;

2nd. That we are capable of proving from innﬁmerable quotations from the
Shastras, Puranas. Ethehasum and other original authorities that

We are of the ruling
Caste or Kschatriyas.
We will however give a few extracts.

In the History of India, 4th Edition, Serampore, by John Clark Marshman, page
17, it is stated that about two centuries previous to our century, the ].Braymms Tegener.
afe,d the Ugnicoolas or Kschatiiyas. In page 28 of. the same work it 13 thus given,
“ We are led to the singular conclusion that the Hindu Soorsj or Sup, the descendant

L
S

-
-

L
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. : . » 1 u‘ ¥ - T
| fieh mentioned in the Ceylon. Anpals : and a Hingu K
neers are vfte! j

s

i inces before théy=<'can succeed to the
£ fhe Solar Race from whom other Hindu princes before they-‘can snoces
¢ of the Sola 7

s Throne of their father, must obtgin the T'alek.

. ‘; - .
It has been already proved by the Vedas, Shastras a.mlt Puranas that the

i ‘that ‘gach of the four gods, images
o it is stated that after eac
e o Fuﬂgler ziﬁzvszgiit}ostize fountain of fire when there sprung up the four
were formed an

‘nen who became the founders of Rajpoot greatness.
men ame the founde

ichiel
. ibed inthe Manual of F. Carmic
Rajpoots are deﬁcnbe . _ innumera-
T s desoandants of the Kingly tribe or ol R Lo o
Esq"u? e e v Shastras, Puranas, Ethehasum and other origi ’
ble quatations Ir o

that we are of the ruling caste or Kschatriyar.

i - ' al
: ' in described in the same Manual
Rajpoots are again ( n the sa e,
Thlzsed s:}aidi:l?: of thipkmgly tribe or solar race. In that Manual he partic
as being the des A

. s ‘a8 being the descends
describes His Highness the Maha Rajs of Vizianagarum a8 being tt 2 \
larly desen .

% of the solar race, that is of the Vunneers.
ant 0 |

‘ : Reisonne:: states that
; int abstracted at page 90 of the Catalog\flr / emﬁuni Sambh,
smeors belong 4o the Ugaioooln and aro o o arey: Wi of Ve,
ans - S OF the Cali
. & A, . Journal Volume 24 states that in the Kin :mwas a:com.-
mw;’ed :: f‘ ;;i'i;f:eéé went over to Ceylon and married its King . |
Pandy ‘ - |
Ug"::i by 60 bands of Vunneers. 4 o tor i his Pondipas
p < it ig aiated by the Reverend William Tay °d aro uterine
Ohs ’Furt}\lfa?;'mlm? ‘;age 65 that Sheren, Cholan, and Pandyan
Chronicle, Volume 2

T ' ented
ore of the Ugni 4{ia Huyrri Fir hese three are represen

s aligh or Fire Race, though t 8 !
brothors 0 B o F: w ' nd Lunar Raoss in the Puranas, yet it is to be under
to belong Yo the-Fire, Salar and 1 Bods.

. R
stood that thei origin w?ub«opq. N,

uskher X lﬁ raphical &e., Descﬁption of Hindustan bz
» 8 . E t%ilfx& 2 ditiofPof 1820, it is thus given. Wunny—
Sq . y &I

ami : incomallee in the North-
Hailton, ifugted towards Trincom . . b
gi::::ﬁ in the interior 02 G?f’l"z”?;o{:hf;y w# %% A different periods, its Wannies
' = X This 1s o fine flab &

> Ehat'quirtel,

k advan w Wi i nd
tage, of the warg between the Candyan Sovereigns va

0 A & .

. i to establish ah atithority.

elson in his Manual, part 3, states the Panyda

. - Hamilton’s

il vet in the afore -quoted
ioultural castes. Btill ye et tality of Buddha
lala or any °the§0§g!ilm;s stated thus; thl}b by 1311?., n: en(;:i 'frgm the family
Manual a6 PAE® % 1o inferior dejtigs, Prince Vigia *That this Vigia Princo

or Princes to £
their European enemiés

\
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was a Vunneer can be clearly seen from the tollowing extract from Nelson’s : W/f — . p

Manual of the Madura Country— Tt is just Possible, though that the first Pandya
* emigrated into the Southerp,,part of India and
* time that King Vigia emigrated into Ceylon, na
*sixth Century before Christ.”

founded Madura, at the same

With respect to the foregoing gubject ther

thorities such. as the Shastras and Vedas and Ethehasum which will be produced

in the Pamphlet we are about publishing regarding not only our caste but also re-
lative to all castes obtaining in southern India.

© are still more innumerable au-

tracts from ancient clasgic authors

class, you will be pleased to convene learned men in the Vedas, Shastars and Pura-

nas, and in consulting them, call for us when we will readily be able to uphold the
dignity t@vwhlich,we,aré,/&'ightfully and lawfully entitled.
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