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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

Read the following papers :—

No.64.  Translation of aletter from His Excellency M. MICHEAUX, Provisional
Governor of the French Settlements in India, to His Excellency the Right
Honourable the Governor of the Presidency of Fort St. George, dated

~ Pondicherry, 18th August 1871, No. 19.
I have the honour to inform your Escellency that I have received from several
mercantile firms remonstrances on the delay that, for some timo past, Las occurred
in the transmission of letters for Pondicherry brought by the English Mail.

m a1 M P 2 3 K <1 : . R
9. ‘The complaint is that these letters passing by Arconum, Conjeveram, and

thngleput only reach Pondicherry two days after the arrival of the same wail at
Madras, instead of reaching their destination on the following day. The same
inconvenience is sometimes expenenccd in the transmission of lotters from Pondi-
cherry to Europe. These do not always arrive at Bombay in suflicient tine to be

despatched by the outgoing mail.
3. This state of things, which is prejudicial to business and inconvenient to

the public at Pondicherry, is probably attributable to the non-coincidence of the
arrival of the French Mail at Chingleput, via Conjeveram, and the Southern Mail
from Madras. The only remedy, in my opinion, would be that, in future, the French
letters, both those intended for Europe and those which come theunce for Pondi-
cherry, should be sent direct to Madras, insteid of their being despatched by
Arconum and Conjeveram. Under this arrangement, letters sent from here on
Friday at 8 P.M. would reach the Presidency at 2 P.M. on Saturday, and might be
sent on Sunday at 9 A o Bombay, and in like manner letters arriving from
Bombay at Madras on Sunday would be received at Pondicherry on Monday.

4. Your Excellency will see the necessity of issuing the necessary orders for
the despatch via Madras, and not iz Conjoveram, of the letters from the French

Establishments in India via Bombay to Europe and vice versa.

[P,

A translation of tho letter above recorded will be forwarded to the Postmaster-
Greneral, for report whether the arrangements proposed by the Governor of the

Fronch Settlements can be adopted.
(Signed)  R. S. ELLIS,

Chicef Sccretary.

e

No. 65. From the Postmaster-General, Madras, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Ootacamund, 4th September 1871,

No. 2078-2305.
I have the honour to return the letter from the Governor of the French
Settlements, dated 18th ultimo (received with your endorsement without date),

eomplaining of the delays to which the mails passing between Pondicherry and

Europe have been subjected, and suggesting that these mails should be sentin future

through Madras.
9. 1 very much regret that the delays complained of should have oceurred.

They have arisen chiefly from two causes :—As regards the mails from Bombay to
Pondicherry, from the Contractor having failed to have a cart ready at Chingleput

[ 4

A

)



Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public I)cparlmcnt,

15¢h September 1871.

e

to carry on the mail immediately on its arrival from Conjeveram.
mail from Pondicherry to Bombay, from occasional ¢h
tables, and the difficulty of making, in g
tune of despatch from Pondicherry.

3. The Mail Contractor is bound, by his contract, to carry on this mail to
Pondicherry on its arrival at Chingleput, and I am taking measur
regular fulfilment of this part of his duty ; and as it ig very improbable that ncon-
venience will arise from any sudden change in the raily

ay time tables iy future, 1
do not think it expedient to adopt the suggestion of the Governor of the |0
Settlements.

As rogards the
anges in the railway time

ood time, the corresponding chauges in the

es to ensurce his

rench
4. T am making arrangemonts to onsure that this m
forwarded between Arconum and Pondxcherry as speedily as possible. Under thege

arrangewments, there will be no danger of the mail arriving at Bnmbay too late for
the Steamer, while I believe that the mail fror ach Pondicherry

n Bombay will e
somewhat earlier than if it were sent i Madras,

——

ail shall always be

No. 66. To His Excellency M. MICHEAU
French Settloments in India, d
No. 1400.

[ have the honour to enclose, for your

X, Provisional Goy

ernor of the
ated Ootacamund, 15th S

ptember 1871,

Excelloncy’s information, ¢
letter® received from the Postmaster-
* Dated 4th Sept. 1871, No. 2078-2305. ing thO delays \Vhich I
of mails to and from Pondicherry, and the measure

opy of a
General, cxplain-
ave oceurred in the transmission
8 takon to obviate future delays,

Accept, Sir, &e.,
(Signed) NAPIER.

Exd. J. Vuvl_‘igh‘;f
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