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DProcecdings of the Madras Government, Public Departinent,
5th September 1871.

No. 16,  Read the following letter from the Officiating President of the Muni-
cipal Commission, Negapatam, to the Chief Sceretary to Government,
Fort St. George, dated President’s Office, Vallam, 24th August 1371,
No. 204 :—

1 have the honour, herewith, to forward, for the consideration and orders of
Government, the following correspondence which has taken pluce between myself
and the Vice-President of the Negapatam Municipal Commission.

2. The correspondence originated thus:—On the 19th July, T wrote a circular
to the Vice-Presidents of all the Municipalities requesting them to furnish me,
monthly, with a statement showing the demand, collection, and balince in cach
Municipality; this information, 1 requested might be sent in the same forn as that
in use in the Revenue Depuartment, and which, though short and suceinet, shows all
the requisite particulars. I may here mention that the enly statement showing the
progress of eollections or of expenditure in thé Municipalitics which has hitherto
been sent to this office is a simple abstract of reccipts and expenditurc; this
statement was called for by my predecessor, Mr. Morris, on the 13th September
1870, in order to meet a call from the Accnuntant-Generul, and has boen regularly
ginee furnished monthly by all the Municipalities; it, hoWever, contains no infor-
mation whatever as to arrears, and regarding which Government have on several
oceasions called the attention of the several Municipalitics. )

3. T did not think, therefore, I was adopting an unusual or unauthorized
course, or attempting in the slightest degree to menace any of the Municipahties,
in simpty asking for a return of the way in which the collections were being carricd
ovnt ; hence, 1 was no! prepared for the unzmimou? z.und ﬁut vefusal made to my request
by the Commissioners of the Negapataw Municipality (enclosure marked 1), and
wrote again repeating my request (enclosure marked 2).

'To this, however, 1 have now received the resolution of the Commissioners (3),
in which they reiterate their refusal, on the ground that such a course is not uceording
to law, &c.

4. 'I'he Government will thus sec that, if the Commissioners are right in their
view of the law, [ am precluded from calling for any information from the
Municipal Office (the employ¢s of wh.ich arc a]! appuintv(.l zu}d can m.al_\' b_e removed
by myselt), and that, on every occasion in which I require information for submls-
gion to Government or otherwise, I can only obtain the same by attending their
meetings and gleaning what I can from such papers as may happen to be on the
table. It is almost unnccessary for me to say that, with my other duties, 1t 18
simply an impossibility for me to attex)q the 1310t.eungs of five Municijalities, and the
effect, therefore, of the pnsition the Uumnnsswuerfl have now l:.lkﬂl up will be
simply to ignore the Presidr at and the legally constituted hcad‘()i the Commission,
1f such then be the real interpretation of the law, 1 hope the Government will at
once relieve me from all responsibility as regards the Municipal Comissiona,

5. T may add that nothing was further from my wishes or iutention than
to interfere in the smallest way with the Commissioners in the exccution of their
d, indced, with the very numerous other and more important dutics which
y myself, I should be glad if the Government would relieve me of ail
at least as regards the Negapatam Muuicipality.

dutics; an
devolve upot

l‘cspousibility,



A o N A e T [ . LR

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Deparimen,
Sth September 1871.

A

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ ~ P e thell

-

6. In reference to the remarks made by the Commissioners in their ros In-
tion, 1 would only observe that there were legally no Commissioners after tho
expiry of the term for which the Commissioners were appointed under the old Act
and until the appointment of thoir successors under the new Act, and which
appointments were onl y made on the 4th J uly.  As I happened to be at
Negapatam during a good part of this interval, I simply, and under Scotion
2T of the Act, carried on the ordinary and cvery-day daties of tho Commis-
ston: no new work was undertaken, excepting the commeneement of the cleansing
ot the Akkarai Kolam (tank), a work which had already long siuce been deter-
tnned on by the late Commissioners, and the commencement of which (in antiei-
pation of the appointment of the new Commissioners) was urged on me by alnost
uil of the late Commissioners.  The stean pump had then just arrived from England,
and, as the freshes in tho rivers had alrcady come down, there was not a day to be
Aust in making a commencement of q work, the necessity for which was most
wrzent,  The water in the tank (and which, it is to bo observed, is the largest and
wiost frequented tank in the whole town) had become quite putrid and unfit for
nse, aud two of the Commissioners ( Mr. Ricketts and the Tulsildar) were not only
rognizant of what was going on, but gave valuable assistance, both morning and
evening, in superintending the work,  The baling may thus have commenced a
few days before the appomtinent of the Commissioners, but, on the evening the
(azette was received with their nomination, I called a mecting of the new Commis-
sioners, when their sanction was unanimously given to the execution of the work,

and the estimate for which was then passed and entered in the Proceedings,
No. 17, ORDER THEREON, 5th Scptember 1871 , No. 1361,

The Government are clear] y of opinion that it is competent to the Prosident of

the Municipal Commission to call for, and enforee the submission of, any returns
he wmay sce fit from the Municipal Office, and that the returns called for would
eisbody information which it is esseniial for lim to possess, |

2. It was the duty of the Vice-President, who represents tho President in his
nhsence, to have furnished the returns at ouee s and, in failing to do s0, Lie hay
shown great want of discretion and of courtesy to the President,

{("True Fxtract,)
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Captain R, 2.,
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for L5 Soeret wary,

To the President of the Municipal Commission. Negapalam,

Fad ML Barns,
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