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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

4th September 1871.

No. 14.  Read the followmg Proceedlngs of the Board of Revezme, dated 2nd
" August 1871, No, 8226 :— &
Read the following papers :—

Proceedmgs of the Madras Government, dated 23rd March 1867, No. 315, Pubhc

Department.

AsstrACT.—Granting authority to District Post Goomastahs, throughout the

Madras Presidency, to vend postage labeilf to the publie.

From the Collector of North Arcot, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
dated Palmanair, 30th May 1871, No. 301.

I have the honour to submit, for the orders of the Board, copy of a letter® from
my Assistant, Mr. Sewell, bringing to notice that very
large sales of postage labels have taken place in the
District Post Offices of Vellore, Katpadi, and Trivellam, a circumstance which leads
to the presumption, as Mr. Sewell observes, that the Tappal Goomastahs have been
trading in stamps, and turning to very profitable account the privilege under which
an increased rate of discount was specially allowed them.

2. On a reference to the memorandum forming an enclosure to Mr. Sewell’s
Jetter, the Board will observe that, between the months of September and April last,
these Tappal Goomastahs purchased postage stamps to the value of Rupees 21,361,
and obtained in return a discount of Rupees 1,335-1-0. Thus, on an average, each
of these Goomastahs purchased 7,120 Rupees worth of labels, and pocketed a discount
of Rupees 445 during the eight months in question. The Vellore Taluq Tappal
Goomastah alone purchased labels to the value of Rupees 14,512, which would give
him, in discount, a clear profit of Rupees 907, or Rupees 113 a month.

3. Thus, a privilege granted for the conveniences of the people has, no doubt,
been converted by these Goomastahs into a source of personal profit; and, as sucha
result cannot but be mischievous and indicates a violation of the spirit, if not of the
letter, of the rules of the department, I beg to solicit the early instructions of the
Board on the subject.

# Dated 16th May 1571, No. 74.

msrtin

From R. SEWELL, Esq., Assistant Collector, to the Collector of North Arcot, dated Chittoor,
16th May 1871, No. 74. '

I have the honour to request your instructions in the following case.

2, The Treasury Deputy Collector recently brought to my notice that very Iarge sales of
postage labels had taken place in the District Post Offices of Vellore, Katpadi, and Trivellam,
leading to the presumption that the Tappal Goomastahs were érading in stamps for the purpose of
making & livelihood out of the large discount specially allowed to them, 4.e., one Anna in the
" § The ordinary discount being half Rupee.t The fact that these offices are close to the railway

Anna, rendered it probable that they took advantage of this to carry on
a trade with persons in Madras or other places along the line.

3. You will find enclosed a correct statement of the amount sold by these Tappal Goomastahs
for the last eight months. »

.4. I at once sent to them for immediate explanation, and I forward you, herewith, their
~ replies (to be returned). The explanation given by the Vellore Tappal Goomastah is that the
existence in the town of & number of European gentlemen and wealthy merchants renders the sale
large. The Tappal Goomastah of Katpadi‘imakes #n excuse that, as all trains stop there, the people
come and demand large quantitiés of stamps, and he is forced to sell them, while the Trivellam
Tappal Goomastah joins with the Vellore Tappal Goomastah in stating that merchants who cannot
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departm:nt
4th September 1871.

i i e o < P

Tt seems evident that the rate of discount allowed to District Post Goomastahs
in the North Arcot District on postage labels sold by them is more than sufficient
to remunerate them, and the Board think that it is desirable to apply to Government
to reduce the discount, and allew it according to the
former and lower rate only, viz., half Anna in the
Rupee, under Rule IX. for the custody of stamps. .

9. Before recormending a similar reduction in the case of other districts, the
Board resolve to request the opinion of the Postmaster-General, and desire tha
Collectors will report if they have reason to believe that District Post Groomastahs
generally realize anything like the profits shown in the statement submitted from
North Arcot, and whether there is any occasion for continuing the special induigence
granted under the Government Order above recorded. "

(True Copies and Extract.)

(Signed}  J. B. PENNINGTON,
Sub-Secretary.

Gazette of India, 18th October 1866.

T the Secretary to Government, Revenue Depariment.

Transferred to the Public Department.

Forr St. GEORGE, (Signed) ~ W. HUDLESTON,
15th August 1871. Secy. to Govt., Rev. @e‘gi}.~

[ o

No. 15. ORDER THEREON, 4th September 1871, No. 1361.

The Government think it not uulikely either that these men are driving s
legitimate trade, or by some means have got a monopoly of the vend of stamps av
their stations. It is observed that these men, who must make cash purchases,
cannot sell more than the public require. All they can do is to push sales, and the
Government doubt whether they cafdo this to any great extent,

9. The question, therefore, really is whether the discount of one Anna is too
high for its purpose. Before passing final orders, the Government resolve to
request the Postmaster-General to state his opinion on this point, and also o report
what amount of stamps were purchased for sale by officials of the regular Pest Office
in the period referred to. It is obvious that only one rate of discount can be
allowed at each station, and that a reduction of that allowed to district post officials
will merely divert the trade to those of the imperial Post Office.

L (True Extract.)

Captain, R. E.,

. Under Secretary, P.W. D.,
" for Chief Secretary.
To the Postmaster-General.
,, Board of Revenue.
Rxd. J. H. Burns. ‘ d
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FORT ST. GEORGE GAZETTE
SUPPLEMENT.

RULES FOR THE CUSTODY, DISTRIBU-
TION, AND SALE OF POSTAGE STAMP

LABELS.

Sanctioned by the Government of India.

1. Tuc Stamp Offico in Calcutta, under the
Superintendent of Stamps, shall be the Central
Depit for the distribution of Postage Stamps
througliout India.

2, Supplies of Postage Qtaunps for the Madras
Presidency, inciuding Mysore and the Post Offices
subordinate to Mudras in the Nizam’s Territory,
shall be supplied ou the Indent of the Superiu-
tendent of Stamps at Madras. ’

3. Supplies of Postage Stamps for the Presi-
dency of Bombay, including Scinde, Berar, the
Nagpore Territory, and Post Offices subordinate
to Bombay in the Nizam's Territory, Baroda, and
the Southern Mahratta States, sbhail be suppht.ad
on the Indent of the Officer in charge of the dis-
tribution of the Judicial Stamps at Bombay.

4. Stamps for the Bengal }?resulency, includ-
ing the North-Western Provinces, the Pun.]-ab,
the Saugor Territorios, Bundlecund', Gywalior,
Malwa, Rajpootans, Pegu, Assaw, the Tenasserim
Provinces, and the Straits Settlements, shall be
supplied by the Superintendent of Stamps in Cal.
cutta on the Indent of the Officers in charge of

1 Depots. .
00‘:'1 Tge Officers in charge of the Centr‘al‘Depots
at Madras and Bombay shall, whenever it is prac-
ticable, keep in hand a supply of Postage Labels
sufficient for the estimated Eiema.nd for four
months of the several local

Depits supplied by them,

*F 1. ¢
o and sball indent* on Cal.

or the Stamps in hand are fewer

cutta, whenoy during the preceding

than have been expondcd

ﬁvz.moll'})\trgiy Treasury th'rqugho?t India, nn-‘,‘ud-
ing those attached to Political, Custors, and Salt
Agoncies, shall be a local Depot for the sule ?f
Postago Stamps of tho value of not less tl}mn five
Rupeéﬂ o¢ Labels at one time : provided that f{m
old shall not include less tban‘ ()‘ne u-

! rth of any purticnlar value of Stamps.

i 'w there is a Collector of

At any station at which tI 7

Lan:l {{evomw, neither & Salt Agent nor Collec-

tor of Customs shall be entrusted with the castody

- Postage Starmps.

ﬂm; Bal: (8)111 ply c%lual to the probuble consnmp-

Lion'fo; twcf)months of the Dist}‘lct attached to

each loocal Depot ghall be kept in each, and as
as tho number in store has fallen below the

RO preceding three

during the
puwmber e"Pe“ded : gler Officer in charge

months, the (J()llectoro(;‘r&gz1UCP6L oo In
on the Central Depot of his
sresidency for 8 number
pvion of the last three months

+ Form 2.

oqual to the consutd

TUESDAY EVENING,
‘ OCTOBER 30, 1864.

for which accounts have been rendered to the
Central Depdt of the Presidency. If, Ly any ac-
cident, the stock of Stamps of any value should
run short before the receipt of a fresh supply from
the Central Depdt, the Officer in charge of the
Treasury will indent on neighbouring  Districts
for a quantity sufficient to meet the demand,
which may be supplicd or not according to the
discretion and on the responsibility of the Officer
indented on, with reference to the wants of his
own District. It will bo the duty of the Superin-
tendent of Stamps of the Presidency to report to
tho Director General of the Post Office, for the
orders of GGovernment, every oceasion on which
it may appear from the Monthly Siatement, or
otherwise, that the store of Stamps of any parti-
cnlar value in any District Las fallen below the
authorized amount.

8. A supply of Stamps for sale, by retail, shall
he kent availabla at avary Past. Offira | Raneiving
Houses, Tahsildurce, Thanna, and every Police
Station ab which letters arc received for despatch,
and with every licensed Stamp-vendor; and it
shall be the duty of the Officer, to whom the per-
son in charge of any of the above-named places
iz subordinato, to take steps to ensure that the
supply kept on hand is at all times equal to at
least one week's demand.

0 No account cvrront of Postage Stamps
shall be kept at any subordinate Depdt. Starps
will be issued on credit from a Presidency Stamp
Office to Officers in charge of Treasuries, but
thoso Officers when selling the Stamps to Post
Masters and other vendors fur distribution to the
public, will invariably require cash on delivery.
All Officers of Government, whether employed in
the Post Otfice or otherwise, who are required to
vend Postage Labels, may be allowed discount at
the rate of one Anna in the Rupeo, provided that
the Labels supplied to any such Officer at one
time be of tho value of not less than five Rupees.
All other persons including Officers of Govern-
ment, who are not required to sell Stamps, will
only bo allowed discount ab the present rate of
half an Anna in the Rupee.

10. Tho bulk of Postage Stamps in store at
any local Depot, shall be kept in parcels cottuin-
ing a known number of sheets, in the Treasury
or other secure pluce, in omne or moure strong
chests or presses nuder double locks—tho key of
one lock of cach chest or press always remaining
in the hands of the Collector or other Officer in
charge of the Stamps, and the key of the other
in the hands of the Treasurer. :

11. The remainder of the Stamps n store
shall be in the hands of the Treasurer, and shall
not exceed the probable demand of fourteen days,
estimated according to the average of former
sales.



oy,
09 R
iy & “%wwmmw ean certify that the Bt HHWHM . wwmm\mnoﬁ i
WHMVI\ *WW‘ Yol HMW‘M« wp boy, wwww 1]”\%3& 1
by higwelf pee Wy, o in | m WWMWM
L WWH\ ‘ E mew o m i 'W i i ol \‘M (1] W
hat Bay

‘MW\ I *N“Wl WH W Nw Tl & \W\mwm .ﬂw
| then to bo %M Mm“ W the mwmm under double !Wk“
‘N‘ Al @ W\M il W‘M

M‘ ‘WW\\M\M’WW
B YR ;

thim| bav
\w Wmmlr mu«mu »
b Treast MJ, m

‘ Wmmwwmwwm v M\M lwﬂm{ npeti ¢ diny © ¥

‘ % \
v i a8 h al ““MM, Muml wwim o
MM W“‘x‘m‘ .t ! Wu tﬂm; mﬂw

Sl & \
i i ‘mh‘yﬂ ", Al H“ () NW
W\\ u‘* ind] j“m \M\M\Mmf‘ mur{

i “Mm for W MMM\ WW‘ u
il w ‘ \(
al WH L.“m M w l W GW‘M”

“ WH \‘
‘ M onil ‘M«M‘ i y[
| h M h he ‘\‘ ﬁ:‘w

! beonnt’ ﬁ
\me WW\ n\w‘x W\

mi i \h “W \w i ‘

i umw\
m”&m Py s
o in | mmw
‘ W‘M M\m‘

\\I\Mm m il ] H‘
yhdd - by, g
| “W\IM dﬁ ol of

'+ ‘m‘w Mﬁ

N X LUK mﬁlm of W ‘m “;
W, M \ﬂ ‘M‘mh Y

e

‘uuu»w i 1 %
vyl
W

“ wl}im‘ww“ww i
;‘ww‘" K i, Al

‘&‘v m1““”“”‘“““\ ‘m‘ i

S ““‘M B, Wrrwk WI\\I\\WMV ‘
’*WW‘“’! W“““ u Pu“uﬁm F WMM i _WWM WM

umwx‘m Wi 1 B

é

‘ ' kg,
i\ “‘W‘M‘W“‘*‘“‘“‘#“W‘#‘
LT

Toed Wi |




100

w,. 981 A
Rivusn 4
I #y TVIO, T T i o
“ =0gg R Lt “ o =0e “nEy
M . 1] “Omm “ “ N—m [ ”ONm I3 3 jw
, , &“° ”Omm I3 « hﬂorm I3 ”CN& “° “ Hﬁn.h
i ! “ =03ze “ BUUB-OM], “ =gz w PITUN-OMY,
m _ “ =02¢ “ uaB-ou() “  ==0g¢ “ QUNT-T)
_ =038 “  eidydig “ =0g%¢ “ ed-ydmy
o g | T=088 o8ejs0g wuus-j[eq “rg00US 1=03¢ 08vs0 VUUSHGF
o ! , "810qUT| ‘89001 S| S[0q ] 001 “
o Y 1=08% o BUUB-IU() ! “o =08 ‘ QuTE-Sa)
; | [N o= edojeAu =(s¥ gdojesu
h =gy  edopawy «  “ _ “ =08 dopoang
( | rmuey [=08% duwg edsg ejoN suue-jIRy f m _ “rmeey] [==0xt dureyg tade g ej0y enwe-FREL
b "0 BImNOY| 820U S BmLY) SeqeT | ‘8leqe]
t .
- | .
2 = 2, 2 g Z
| BE | g8 3B 38855 2266 2 UE
_. gz =3 F B = pES - BESH A8
m B3 s B3 EgEcS 2558 358
8% 58 sy | B.28s ! wlalgiy
ATV A X ¢ T8 3 w & ASER | B E oE R
IXIVA VIO, NOTLAIIDSI(T 3 3 9 B8 — B gz £S ., ROLLAIY2BE( |
- S s 35 | Ez3fg 3Fsl5RE
= 8.8 ER | L8ga_ | o S B
. %) ey vy P agns . 0o m. -t @
v Z H & 5 - / BECl E .7
| LR R4 EgEg ! 2EE 838
! _ s o P E’ ot s | ,..u.av..qﬁnn,/
| 8 ' L 9 - ~ & 13 T
: \

987

"LNAANT SARVIS BHVISOd
'3 WHOI

Tpamg

—: etz 0} Jues aq {em sdme}y aSs8js0g pouorjmomaepun oyl vy} jsenbea |



TS

10l
PORM 8
POSTAGE STAMPS.

BRI -

Cpae ] whod
RITRI

Mtamp fer, the 12 h

M e tow 0 Dl om,
] 3 i
. 1 R, e S ' , 3 .
Tt NUBBER. r Sgoery Y Awea Sy 1A e ,“
S, . Ty . " Flitine
Nuwawe oy Suzers. | i , CO e P Lo

(1 Anom, 1Y JMJIWMM i Annen, 4

T “ B

LY TR

‘Uw\gﬂ‘ Ml b e

——

mu]u y Um.‘“‘ b
{Sigrued) A, |

od the above un Mw 1i

I acknowledge to have receiv

3. SMITH,

talle
N. B.—This Tovoice must be signed and returued by Post immediately

fomr

[ T ———

FORM 4,

POSTAGE STAMPS.
Rimivy,

Stamps forrearded from Rombay nn the 126 dagg of Fane THES

Dutnd Balgam, 1040 J uly 1t

1 im bhe nooor wm WW Tuvo wy 00
‘ lwmm“‘hwm‘lﬂ]}au‘.,“ S AR

I acknowledge to have received the
the total value of which amc

| (Signed) A, 1. SMITH,
Tha 15

Crollvator

N. ﬂ,‘mﬁhn Boon s the Fin

Ips arrive, they ars 1o b com
; to be signed and returned imm

pared with the luvoice, This Reoceipt is
inboly.

W
T T —

Aorrunt of

Stook ‘»f Mwmw f\"

\ : 1#
Sur the wanth o I

‘ : i

. ‘ g dnnmn L Annn L Anne
! “ Label T, L
3

| \ VoLt
dedrnn B Arod R Anon 5 b Annw ¢ Asna ot MW‘W ‘
L ‘1 Leabpelys, | “ Fabols, | Loyl

bl Nabt  bnve Fave. | Iy 1'
“ | Iu N M aper. o lopar | lopes 0. JJ‘U_
: e e | sttt R e s .
& Biook on hand at Hm ; [ \‘
b wloae of last month.,.| ' ‘ |
i Received from Nupor. ‘ i ‘ i ‘ ‘
i intendent of Stamps . ‘ : ' | ‘
‘Z he month % ‘ . . : | | | b e
! T ; , : ' " ‘ ' : :
‘i I e b | b bt o Mt w“ | . .W‘ - L—— “ MwMww-*“*““"““ R
" Ditto from . . ‘ | ' “ I : | |
! Bold in this month | ‘ | ! ! ' i “
b Towued to the ‘ ; ‘ “ | ‘
i Torai ! ! : ' , i ! ‘
: - Hulones, iy, ! i , i | } ;
Btock ou | ‘ i i
. In | | ]

Advanced to ., qn ! “ n !

[—— 1 i ! e A

;

‘x‘
& .

Mommapuium,, ™

Bold thin mrmthh.u‘ :
Digoomnt MlumM . ‘ s

‘ ;

Net - soount C
it |
Asonnt, o
o

0

[ —

T IR VIOt L

e




FORM 7
Dideny of P

— e red Jor the
[ No. of S1
Dreseniprion PN ) . 170 of Sheets
: I No, of Shects in | iy proceding
Stare, i wack.
- !
i

T e sy, A
B

|
|
|
|

to sold
1

Bhewis, ' Lahalg,

No. of Shoots

indented for,

! Sheets, j Imbels, fﬂhwm. " Liabels,
B
4 Anns . ‘M‘MMWI‘WMJ‘MM
: j
1 Arpa o ﬁ‘ f ;
] |
| i
P u i '
| ﬂ !
2 Annas J l i
ves i |
# | ;
I
4 Annas ves ‘ T j f
o | ;
o
i ] J ! li
6 Annes . n k | J
J ! ! é
) [ I
!
8 Annas | ! ,
ol ; ‘
|
N
i
i Aona Note Paper ,,, . { F !
m'h “J
I
{
4 Auna Envelopes . ! | [ |
|
! |
|

1 Auvna “l“}uwiczipan

1& |

e

Total Rupees | i

|

b

|
|

|

|

e e —

!

|

f‘

|

I Amount in
i Rup e,
[

|
J
o
|
-
|

f
i

T ——————_—

- ————

e AR R :
g & i —
e -
158 —
‘sodojeanyg I
© euuy I «
wodopeany ;
£ |'mdegooN ' e
EE ) m-* " _“ e
" ‘wuuy g . -
5'5 wowuy § — ‘f
K- g s
M° . .Qm z : = smaecl
d‘ e Ni . gt o
L2 wuay ¥ X
- : T T L R

I e - : ; . I
n greenSy, BORES

B ARG

0 RN ORE




for tha

Sl
m B vuuy g

"Blo¢y

=W Bouy-f

i

B0
“B'Y suuy-l m

]
=
@&
=3
=
g
-
&
g2
L
&
=3
&
24
®
h

s[eq m
%
14

i o] wuuy

e

=
N

=
=

Ascoun
P

Stock on hand at the

close of last month . |

|
:
J
|

BRecoived from

Torsr. ...

Distributed
month

Balance

and

h

|
:
!

FPORM 10,
STAGE STAMPS.

o

ney of

POy
fe

in the Dregle

es and Nioek

vrler endin

Eof Sa

Jor the 4

Accoun

VaLue
Byl P

N “sadoy i
W “samy suny 1}

i ‘sadof ;
i -2auy suny | ]
; “xedsg

Ox Hanp,

D- SIM, Servetary fo Governnen.

J.

Bovw.

BN

Wil

{
i

:
¥

“EodEf) 40 ERYN |
£

Madras—DPrintod and Published by 1. Moraay, at thy Foct 8t. ¢ corgs (inzotto Lrese

s



No. 3,226.

r 4

’

" Paocsxoings of a8 Boazp ,gg:Rmmm,»datedﬂnd Anpgust 1871,

Read the fol'lz)wingy!etters o X

dated 23rd March 1867, No. 315, Rasenus Department. , <. .

District Post Gumastahs, throughout the Madras Presi- L
. . .; g ity

-

“Proceedings of the Madras Government,
Apstract.—Granting authority to
dency, to vend Postage Labels to the public.

f North Arcot, to the Acting Secretary to the Board of

Revenue, Madras, dated Palamnair, 30th May 1871, No. 301.
rs of the Board, copy of a letter* from my Assistant

I mavx the honour to submit, for t‘l‘xe’ orde
b Moy 1671 ’\, "'_4 “Mr. Sewell, bringing to notice that very large
* Dated 16th May 1875, 20 4% " sales of Postage Labels have taken place in the

District Post Offices of Vellore, Katpadi, and Trivellam, & circumstance which leads to the pre-
sumption, as Mr. Sewell observes, that the Tappal Gumastahs Bave been trading in stamps, and .
turning to very profitable account the priviloze under which ah increased rate of discount was .

gpecially allowed them. "
um, forming an e

2. Ond referendé to the %memorand )
iit-obuorva that, betwees s months of Septembe and April lost; these Tapp

From J. D. ROBIN SON, Esq., Collector: o

o

nelosure to Mr. Sewell's letter, the
al Gumastahs
B or

_of labels, and pocketed o discount of Rupees during the eight months in guestion.
Vellore Talook Tappal Gumaatah alone purcbasgd labels to the value of Rupees 14,512, which -
would give him, in digcount, a clear profit of Rupees 907 or Rupees 113 & month. g

3. Thus aprivilege granted for the conveniences of the people has no doubt been converted by
: ofit ; and as such a result cannot but be mischievous

1

these Gumastahs into a source of personal pr resul
and indicates o violation of the spirit, if not of the letter of the rules of the Department, I beg to
solicit the early instructions of the Board on the subject. » _ .

Excrososs, No. 1.

From B. SEWELL, Esq., Assistant  Collector, to the Collector of North Arcot, dated Chittoor,

: 16th May 1871, No. 74,

T gave the bonor to Tequest your insiructions 12 $hp following cage i

9. The Treasury Deputy Collector zeamnily brought to my motice that very large sales of
Postage Labels bad taken place in the Wnct Pagt Offices of Yellore, Katpadi, and Trivellam,
leading to the presumption that the Tappal Gumastshs were trading in stamps, for the parpose cf
making » livelibood oot of the lirgs disconnt specially allowed to them, 4.e. 1 Annain the

_ Rupee.t The fact that these offices are elose

¢o the railway rendered it probable that they

§ The ordinery diwconat being § Aona.
took advantage of this to carry on & trade.with persons in Madras,-or other places along the line.

g >




3. You will find enclosed a correct Statement +f the amount sold by these Tappal Gumastahs
for the last o

4. Laktonce sent to them for immetiate explanation, and T forward you, herewith, their
replies {to be returned). The explanation given by the Vellore T appal Gumastah is, that the
existence in the town of a number of Furopean genticren, and weal thy merchants, renders the sale
Yarge. The Tappal Gumastah of Katpadi makes an excuse that, ag all trains stop there, the
people come and demand large quantities of stamps, and he is forced to sell thew, while the
Trivellaw Tappal Gumnastal joins with the Vellore Tappal Gumastah in statine that mere hanta,
who cnnnat et bk uotes, are in the kabit of purchasing supplics of stamps to send instead in
payment of thelr debts, ete,

S0 T eamnnt give the it eredit to cither of these excuses—(1). As to the trains stopping

at Katpadi Railway Station, it is true that they do so, but it is no less true that natives travel-

Ling by traln, ave almost always nervous nhont leaving their seats whemwthey are once placed, and
that 1t woul L be nwost unusnal thing for a person on a railway journey, to be in need of Postagoe
Stamps so urgently, that he could not wait to his journey's enid. Moreover, how arve all the people,
the majority of whom are utterly ignorant of the environs of Katpadi Railway Station, to kriow
that there is a Post Office near at hanl 2 The Tappal Guomastal’s picture of a crowd of natives,
rushii frow the Ruilway Station to the Post Office, on the arrival of every train, to buy postage
Vabels, aned ehien by ing back 1o a body, so as not to be late, is rather overdrawn.

6. 02 Aseoahe merchants sending postage labies iustead of bank notes, T cannot believe
this for a moment. Dauk notus are qnite as easily obtained as prstage lad lI(}r:*m and further, the
merelints world have to pay cousiderably more than the amount required, if they wanted to pay
by ments of postore stamps on acconnt of the discount in the rupec to be made good by the
Payee. The oedinary merchunt would sooner go a fong way in search of a bank note, which ho
could shraiu av par, than pay more for the privilege of purchasing postage stamps,

o

¢ @ thiuk, therefore, it seems clear, from the lamencss of the excuses offered, that there is
some {rade going on which ought to be put a stop to-

£ T betiove there iz nn [wr’nh"‘.T}H‘;wr\ Tave in ¢ “gtnnoe N\WI("I“EH“Y apieh o Lraach of lwwn egu
punishable, Lut [ think it must be takien as a brea . of privitége.” Govérnment wouhl néever have
pranted this higher rate of diseount had they contemplated the prohability of three Gumastahs, on

Rapees T a month, making, on an average, a clear montbly income ek of Rupees 58 (one of whom
miakes tlie enormous income of Rupees 113 a month) a state of things which represents a ¢lear Joss
¢ Seate of about Rupees 83 per mensem,

ti b

L The guestion 13 how o put astop to this, and ou this [ shauld like your instructiong, If

tira sinte ofF things 13 the result of o wilful breach of privilege, the Gumastals should De severely
doatr with departmentally, and panishied by snspenston or dismissal, woless, in your opinion, their
condnet is so eloaked by the alisence of any definite probibition that the proceeding should be
cheekad mevely without punishment. In the latter case, what is the proper mode of checking
this abuse ?

16, It seems to me that the matter onght to be brought to the notice of Government, with a
viow “ some special restrictive enactment being prepared.  The existence of a practice, which is
found in three oflices alone to produce o loss to the State revenues of some Rupees 80 a month,
suzgests the possibility that the same absence of diveet prohibition may be, at the present moment,
eausing throughout the whole Presidency, the monthly loss to the Stute of a very large sum of
money indeed.

{True Copy.)
{Signed) J. D, ROBINSON,
Collector.
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