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No. 178.  Notes and Suggestions regardmg the works in the Chepauk Park by
the Hon. W. ROBINSON, c.s. 1 Member of the Board of Revenue, dated
10th August 1871. , . ,

This road has béen completed forty feet W1de and drained on the south side;
but I have not pitted out for avenue
trees on either side, or for wood and
clumps. The north side will be ¢reated
when the Senate House is finished, and the south side when the Scholar Sergeant

Road No. I.—From Sea Gate to the commence-
_ment of the terraces. Distance 350 feet.

bachelor quarters are removed. .
I have omitted to pit for avenug trees even on the south side, becausé
" think that a double avenue of trees would be out of place here. The ayenue
locs not face any building, and it Would eventuglly tend to separate too deﬁnedly
he group of buildings—the Senate House and Chepauk group——at this end of the
Park ; to narrow their respective vista, arl to obstruct the view of-the Senate House
0 persons coming along the beach road from the south, and that of the Chepauk
»uildings to those approaching them frorh the north side of the same road.

I think that the sea-face line would be suﬂlcwntly broken™ and* the neces-
sary foliage provided by forming a wood of Portias and other hardy trees, say 100
‘eet long, on either side of the Sea Gate and about sixty or seventy feet deep, to
sover a lodge, and under the shelter of this clump, throw vut a few btandard trees
n the direction of the Chepauk buildings, &c. 'Such an arrangement would give an

sffective-entrance to the Park and shelter’trees planted in'the near v1clmty of the

Senate House.
The gouth terrace is 120 feot wide including gardens, the part gravelled
, -+ &e., being forty-three fegt broad. The
i1 Terraces —TIncluding the retaining wallss west terrace (scarcely raised) is 100 feet

h th and west side of the . - ’
éﬁep;ﬁngmldln];:rand the Parterre border Wide. The whole has been blocked out

walls. o fot. and nearly finished. But the north-west
Length 3(;:211 face, g’go ‘;e «+ - eofnerhas notyet been graveldd (bricks
’9 LE I . J . =

" have been laid but no metal will bLe

eqoired over, thls part) to give the, filling-in time to settle, as the work was done in

e hot weather.  The gravelling should be done after the first heavy fall of rain.

The west terrace must be gravelled too.

I would recotnmend that & neat coping of Cuddapah glab, eighteen inches

* wide and neatly rounded off or splayed

Estimate--—SaY °£ S:&‘égggh ﬂlab::: R:s 5 at the edge, be laid along the top of

" 4 all the walls. Along the outside wall

. WO uld run ‘an iron cham loose]y hung, supported by east iren supports of. a,ubstam

ial kind (two feet hlgh and widening towards the base)set twontgy‘feet apart. . This

hould be done &t once along the wall which abuts on_the tank. - Shrnbs in; Iarge
sots might be set-at intervals along the west end of the north terrge ¥ .

west terrace; and Rangoon creeper and other hardy green «

free]y used along the edge of aﬂ the terrace outnde and below t_’i

will rise over.
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: o 1us
I1I.—Main approach to the Chepauk buillings A semi-circle of 100 feet rad

f;om tge town gate entrance, igcluding (from the centre of the gateway) has

the wide avenue and north and south . s main
branches leading down the terraces. been prowded in front of the
Length of main avenue, 600 fect.
. »» cach branch (incluling

the quadrant), 350 fect.

entrance.

The existing gateway is not quite
parallel with theChepauk buildings which
it faces, and the perpendicular line from the centre of the building falls about
fiftcen feet to the north of the centre of the gateway. The straight line from \the
centre of the arch intersects the perpendicular from the building about 100 fect
in front of the former, and this has been adopted as the spot from which the centre
of the avenue starts. The avenue is, thercfore, not quite in the straight of the
- gateway, and there is a slight angle to be hidden. Again, the south avenue
towards the central oval and College abuts on the gatcway at an inconvenicnt
angle, and a sweep is required after passing the gateway ; and, further, I hope soon
to see that ugly, rubbishy, and non-descript Tamil-maistry structure, the huge
gateway, will be sold for the old mate-

N.B.—The new entrance should, I think, stand rials and a neat cutstone pillar’d entrance,

about twenty feet in advance of the existin . 43 ] o neu-
structure, face precisely the Chepauk buildi.-z with lodge, substituted for 1t. T

ings, and be in line with the west boundary tralize the existing defects, to provlde
wall and fence. This would give a nice wide for suitable approaches and for future

space at the angle of the streets ; and require : o
but slight change in the approach outside. hopes, I have given a wide open 8pac
after entering the Park.

The only part of this system of approaches which is unfinished is the part
of the south branch beginning from the entrance on the west terrace to the tower.

This may be completed when the tower is opened and should occupy the wholo

straight space assigned to it in the plan; for it is clearly desirable to have as long
a front approach as possible to so marked a feature of the group of building as the
tower. Indeed, the straight approach to the tower would have been much longer
than is now contemplated, but for the desire not to curtail the cricket field.
One more point requires notice, and it is important with reference to the
treatment of Parterre A. The north
proach . anch of the approach is fourteen f:ect
nearer the centre line of the buildlflg
than the south branch. The centre of Parterre A is, therefore, not in a line with
the main avenue—a slight irregularity which must be kept in mind in laying out
the Parterre.
A road, 30 fect wide, has been laid out from the north approach straight
along the Tank (B) bank to about the

Ko. 1V.— New road round to the back of the middle of the tank. Here the Senate
Senate House with branch to the stable. Dis- Iouse road line curves round towards

Ly Vi, 000l e st oin th remsi
ing portion of a road which was laid out

some years ago in the same- direction. Mr. Chisholm has kindly laid out & correct
carve to guide in the disposition of the clumps and woods ; but no expense need bo
incurred on the curve until the Senate House is built. Up to the commc-ncen'\e"t
of the curve, however, the earthwork of the whole width of road, and beyond it to

e

N.B.—This was not done to let the ap
face the porch.

e
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near the site of the stables ; the stables road, 24 feet wide, have been undertaken and
the earthwork completed. It was necessary to do this as the requisite eurth had.to be
removed from the tank bank before it was turfed. The metalling and gravelling
have been left till rain shall have fallen in sufficient quantity to secure even settle-
ment, when the stables road should be completed throughout. . o
This stands as it was. But both sides have been partially pitted out for a wider
avenue of other trees to replace the
No. V.—Government House Boad. Distance (ypqy5ringg should they be removed. I
850 feet. | should myself certainly break the avenue, ;
from about 300 to 330 feet about half way down, so as to give it more of a Park
road character, and trust for amenity to more distant tree effects. On the south-
west side, for instance, to the Neem trees on the main approach (No. I1I.) and clump
at the angle and to the wood round Tank C. - On the east side the Mangoe trees
round Tank B, and the stables and the beautiful dates and other foliage in Govern-
ment House Park should supply distanj effects. A few standards and clumps on
the glades on either side would eomplete the effect. |
‘A narrow road (VL) has been carsied up to_the back of the pavilion. I think
that a neat terrace of say twenty-feet all
ways, should be raised round the building
Mt and be gravelled; bit no material is
forthcoming ‘until the adjacent tank is taken in hand. In re-sloping and cleaning
out thistank; I would use some of the earth removed in finishing off this work.
The Cricket Club should be requested o put the building in- Mr. Chisholm’s
11and to have the tower raised, &c., as he suggests. For Rupees 1,000 great .
improvement in appearance mig'ht; be effected. L LTI T
I have pitted out for trees round the back of the building. . - - ..
This road (VII.) hiad -been f()l'med:,"befure Ihad to do with the Park. It has
L L dni o ad i)eeu pitted out for an avenue of, small.
, VIL—Part .of main diagon F ] - , -
FolﬁdiNn?g from entra?ice to the cén_tx"al oval. ‘ :;:1?& ;3:“3:; ef I:;;trlgw I;‘i:n:egirk rT‘_):;
I think," but the thing is done. I would rgiée and turf the sides so as to widen its
appearance. 'The low swampy ‘*ground on the west of the road can bé drained into
the surface-drain on that side. I would leave a gap in the line of trees on the east
side of this road of 200 to 300 feet near the Tank D; so as to command a free
view of the Chepauk buildings across this piece of water and the cricket field, .-
This sectioh is now in course of completion by Captain Hunter. I think it
‘ o e VIL b should be raised in parts and widened
N":‘ayzgf'ﬁ.??d"ﬁttb'i"ﬁi'r'ﬂé?t’ﬁ’éu"{h:’ &ne;: - throughout to give $13 nf;ore:thq;éhgr&éter -
tifin-room.  + - LA ~of a Park road.: L R e
Thisksectibn had been pi‘tt‘ed Out‘ for an avehue;.f 8 : ou}’l&mwal’umas,
before I took charge; and it appears as an avenue with double line of trées in the plan -
made over to me. I most earnestly seek reconsideration o thw desagm ‘Avenucs
aré, I think, out of placein a Park, unless when leading up to some fine r
which it is an object that the attention should be concentrated, ds
wide avenue along the ‘main approach leading down fof 1368
Chepauk buildings.. Way-worp Havellers are not the. peapl

No. VI.—From fhe main Avenne No. IIL to
the Cricket Pavilion. Length 300 feet.
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its roads, &c., do not require, as.a rule, shelter. We should, I think, rather trust
to more distant effects for sight seers, and loungers will seek the shade of standard
trees and clumps of wood.
I do not seriously object to avenues along Section VII. and Section X
because, as respects Section VIL., the full depth of the Park is secured for the
Chepauk butldings by the angle whichsthe avenue takes from the main entrance, and
Section X. will not materially narrow the depth of the view from the College.
Further, I thiuk that the extensive triangle between the public road and these
two sections will eventually be filled by other less important buildings such as
those now on it—the married Sergeants' quarters and new Lungerkhanah. These
avenues will in this case help to hide them and create privacy. But a line of avenue
trees along Section VIII. will obstruct the view from the College, narrow its section
of the' Park to about 350 feet, and cross the field of view at a very bad angle. - L
therefore, hope that this intention may be abandoned. I have endeavoured to
wood out this end of the Park with a view to more distant effects. For general
s}xelter and de?th of foliage I have provided two rather full clumps along the south
side, @he Ficus,—enclosing Tank G. will have pleasing effect from the College; and
I have extended existing clumps to the north of it. This will provide wood, shade,
at}d‘ shelter enough without this avenue, . | -
~#lhisisa ﬁgﬂce,i-yiti‘g,‘;andf.Well laid out road. Park-like in its character. The
No. IX. Section of the second mhls dianc A : fer-
e b s e o o vtk vt e
‘under No. VIIL. An avenue of trees along this road were I think quite out of
Plffeﬁ: 1t ‘._WQ“Id nartow the Park and view from all sides, besides approaching the
buildings at @ wrefched angle, I earnéstly trust that ’here too the idea of an
~ avenue will be abandoned. , '
" I have cndeavourad o supply the place b : snd
-clumpipg out the principal stragfa,y f;l:lze?;g:" z.fnny wooding out the factory
R L A REEL T R P " Nothing has been required bere.
o SechanX.Commonwswf‘,m 1> The road is f)itted out from(slt double row
S T Acasia speciora. '
I have thought it better biat to atteﬁpt to Igezut clumps, &, round the
" S oval, To the west there are two TOWS
i 1 e * of trees (the old horse lineﬂ) ‘planted
~ Widely alga?f,dm which ptebably an avenue will pass to the Lungerkhanah. The
upper part of both of thess Jines I have pitted out, with a view to give éxtended
wood-like appearance.’ I lied*intended to propose that both lines should be cut
throug’honft (for about &fty yards) about half way between the'oval and the Lunger-
khana’s end, so as o break the lines-like appearance, and that arodgd the oval on
‘that side the ground should be well wooded up. I would leavé the north and

The gehtral oval,

¢ santh angles free from trees, 50 as not to obstruct- the view into the Park on both -

sides. " From the north side a fine view of Chepauk buildings is obtained which I
would merely break by‘standards plantad well-a-field; from the south side s view of
~ some depth is obtained. 1t would be a pity to loso these effects by planting tho
" north ahd aouth angles sbutting on the oval, There would be no objection to wood
' o.ut,‘the twomle" the 6""0“ ond side @ faw trees would shut out and give

b
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privacy to the Principal’s house ; on the other a clump fill up an ugly angle between

the cocoanut plantation round Tank E. and the oval.

No. XIL approach to the west front of the College This is a new line of road giving
including the road under the terraces, &c. access to the Qollege from the centre
Length 1,400 fect. oval and Section No. VIIL

The whole has been blocked out and formed so far as earthwork, culverts, &ec.,

three in number, go.
It awaits a good shower of rain to settle the carth, and metalling and gravel-

ling will be completed.

The approach passes between the Tank E. and the small tank in the Prin-
cipal's enclosure. The best has been made of the angles it makes with the
advice of Captain Hunter and Mr. Chisholm. The two turns come in well, and on
the whole the sweep will not be inconvenient or unsightly. The ground-plan is
about fifty feet out at this part, and represents the angles, &c., in a wrong view.

This well is much used and lies just outside the 100 feet radius semi-circle at

the entrance. The surrounding circle

Pypuic WeLLs. should, 1 think, be raised, sloped, paved,

No. 1, near the cntrance gate. and properly trainod. 1 rotained i

?) this well should be planted out with a double row of cocoanut trees,
o of twenty feet wide, and a neat coping put round the wall, as it is
I have done nothing to this well, because I think it will
doned as it would come in the way of a future improved

permanence {
say in a circl
very conspicuous.

eventually be aban

entrance. o .
These two wells are the most important (except that in the Central Tank E.)

N in the Park, and constitute the water
Nos. 2 and 3, two wells in the west corner of the supply of a part of Triplicane lying near
Park. that part of the Park. They are fre-
quented by thousands, and many water-carts are filled there daily. The stream of
water-drawers are now inconvenienced by having to go round by the main entrance
and then the whole way back to the wells. A poor water-carrier has, for want of a
passage through the rail, to walk 450 yatds twice over—once with empties, once
laden—more than can reasonably be required.  Further, 4t is simply impossible to
keep the Park clear or the grass untrodden and intersected by roads and paths in
that important—for no part falls more under public Yiew——section of the Park, so
long as the only access to these wells and to Tank C. is by the main entrance.

I have prepared, by pitting and fencing, to carry out a plan which Mr. Sim
suggested to me as the general idea c_)f the Membe:rs of Government. I have railed
seventy fcet wide for the water carrying and washing of the public, whom I propose
k. I carnestly rccommend that a single bay of the iron park
rail be removed to give access to these wells and the tank, and that the main
entrance be then closed. I have carried the new pailing and line of pits down to
the west bank of Tank C. so as to give access thereto from that side only, and save
the Park from tatoos, cattle and the like. _

This change will save at least 350 yards of roadmaking, viz., from entraunce to
No. 2 well (600 fect) with branch to No. 3 (200 feet), and a road to the tank (250

feet), and the great expense of their construction and maintenance, on the whole not
B

to exclude from the Par
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less probably than Rupees 1 ;500 to Rupees 2,000. I recomnjend that this be done .

at once.

This is a very important well, and the little washing well near it must be
No.4. Large public well to the south of majn, Meintained likewise from sanitar'y
entrance and west of Avenue No. 7, with small reasons. Both must be open to the public
washing well close by. . . . h

] ) at all times. The public 18 now muc
Inconvenienced by having to go 250 yards (twice over)round by the main entrance
from want ?f direct access, and water-carriers form all sorts of foot-paths, &c., which
are utterly incompatible with proper conservancy of the Park. Many do not in fact
go round; access has been hroken out through the wooden rails, through which goats,
&e., come and infest the Park. I have decmed that the only way to treat this
well is to do at.once what has been propesed above in respect to Nos. 2 and 3. 1
have railed in a section of the Park 70 feet wide and 100 fect deep for the public,

and npene% diregt access by removing one bay of the rails. Ihave pitted out for
trees all rountd®the n®w gail.
This is by far the most important public well in the neighbourhood. It

supplies almost exclusively the whole of

o the Patcherry south of Pycroft’s Road and
part of Triplicane. Thousands use it almost exclusively. The water is exccllent.

Earnest representations have been made to me about this most useful well, a8
well as about the good tank by which it stands. But T have been unable to do 8ny
thing to them. Before things could be taken up in earnest rain had filled the tank,
and no work could be done in the tank, and by conseguence to the well, for it 18
obvious that the two must go together. The work must be thoroughly done during
next hot weather. The well will fall within the cocoanut and areca plsmtation,which
I design for this spot. It must be cleaned out and thoroughly repaired and made

No. 5, Well in the Tank E.

neat, and access to it must be given from the road and oval. I purpose to give a nice ..

foot-path fro.m Road .No. X. along Tank F, and thence straight to the well and

Tank E. (it is shown in the plan), to enable the people entering from the south-wes?

:}(:rner of the Park, to reach the well without forming unsightly foot-paths across
e grass.

There are several other good wells, but none of the same importance and

Other wells, &e. prominence as those noticed. I will no’f
. farther describe them. Their circum
stances admit of postponement of consideration.

No tank feature of the Park is really more important than this. DBut it is

TANKs. obvious that its treatment—sloping and

A.—Tank under the north face of Che lanting the bank, &c.—must be under-
nk I pauk planting the ban c.
building and behind the Senate Houge, taken in connexi’on with the Senato

Length 400 feet, breadth 200 feet. i kirt

. House, whose back terrace will skif

one whole side of the tank.
'ljhe shape no doubt will be altered to make it symmetrical with the building
opposite and other improvements made. I have, therefore, done nothing c;-wept
finishing off the corners next the new terrace wall under the Chepauk buildings.
I bad thoughts of constructing the waterslip and arranging suitable surfacc-drainage
round the tank, but here too I felt that I might be spending money which would

4
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be rendered useless by possible changes. The place to which the drainage is carried
should probably be exactly opposite the centre of the Senate House; and if so, the
waterslip should be constructed in accordance with a really good design.

I have resloped the sides all round and turfed them, and provided suitable
) surface-drainage on all sides, and have
removed the unsightly ruin which cum-
bered the west bank. .

Three-fourths of the length at the upper end of the east and west sides respec-
tively, and the whole breadth at the north end will be planted with a do‘uble row
of natural Mangoe trees to give depth to the whole feature when looked into from
the approaches to the Chepauk buildings. The south side will be open save the
clumps at the cornérs. A ghaut should be provided at the north end where the
stables are under construction, and all washing, &c., elsewhere interdicted.

Tt hias been most difficult to find turf for the sides; and daring the rains haridly
grass should be most liberally dibbled in throughout tlfe length and breadth of all
the banks. The surface-drainage at the north end especially, whence a large body
of drainage is derived, should be carefully watched. The whole requires to be
trimmed up after the first fall of rain. The soil is now too hard (throwing up
the rakes) for me to spend money in anything but blocking out.

Behind this tank the Chepauk stables will be built. I have, therefore, provided
that the whole be well wooded out. A line of trees will hide the range from the
Government House Park, and on both sides of the site of the stables considerable

¥

B.—Centre tank of the north group. Length 850
fect, breadth 200 feet. :

.

clumps are provided for. : S -
This is an important tank from two points of view ;. from the public road and

‘ from the road into Government House
C.—West tank at the corner between Govern-
ment House Park and the main entrance. Park.

Square of 175 fect each way. It is now much frequented by
washers, tatoos, &c., and much abused.

I propose, as stated under the head of Publi(.; Wells Nos. 2 and 3, to corfﬁne the
public use of this tank to the west side with direct access from thfa pubh-c road.
Three sides will be heavily planted out. The fourth, the so.uth side facing the
entrance and public road, I propose to leave open. _Th‘e thick b.ackground and
rows of trees on two sides will give depth, &c., to what is other-w1se a somewhat
insignificant pond. Surface-drainage has been attended to on all sides, and one new

ip wi nstructed.

Wate?}l:ii V:;:kbiesc: very prominent feature in the Park, and abuts at a bad angle
v and O% the Avenue No. 7. Itisvery impor-

length tant to the public.
The tank is in a very bad state and
requires to be thoroughly cleared out—say four fect deep—and re-s.hap.e’d, turfed, &e.
Enouch water had got into the tank before I took.up work of this kind to Prevent
excathion; and I have decmed it best to leave it till next l.lot w'veather barrmg.the
construction of a new waterslip at the south-east corncr'whlch is urgently required
to prevent further damage, and the requisite surface-drainage has.been attended to.
I would recommend that nex$ year this tank betaken In hand. In the
meantime it may be decided whether the shape shall be altered. I would not

D.—Tank on the cast side of_ Avenue No.
near the Cricket Pavilion. Mean
200 feet, breadth 150.
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myself do so. If the bank be filled in widely at the angle which abuts on Road
.No. 7, it will become a some what in‘cgularly-vshaped six-sided figure and please by
its diversity.

The opportunity should be taken, when cleaning out and re-sloping the sides,
to fill up inequalities in the surrounding parts of the Park—ez. gr-, behind the
Cricket Pavilion some levelling up is nceded ; on the north-west side and on the east
and south sides any quantity of excavated silt and earth can be spread with great
advantage. Indeed I have left this part of the Park pretty much as I found it
pending the htindling of this tank, and I have merely attended to the drainage which
will be the same whatever is done to the tank.

This is by far the most important feature in the Park secn as it is from whatever
side we enter. It 1s a very prominent
feature from the College terraces, &e.,
and lics close to tho centre oval. The

E.—Small timk near the centre oval
150 feet, breadth 80 fect, Length

- tank fills very readily ; the water is good and it is like the well that stands at its

side very much. frequented. It evidently has had a good dcal of attention in former
days, for thereis a good deal of solid masonry about it in ruins, and was appreciated
by the former owner of the Park. ’

I have been unable to do anything to this tank. The stables have only

Just been cleared away, and the tank was filled with the first showers in June and

has been full ever since. I have attended to the drainage which has ruined it and
caused great silting. I have relieved the tank by carrvi!xjw off the water which falls
on the west of Avenucs Nos. VIL and X., &c., into Tank G. I have rectified the
g;::lnag:tfrorg th‘;c ricket field and the low land to the south-east of Tank and
Thei fat ::d::.t e enltlzlosure-of the Engineering College Principal’s residence, &e.
T ho surfuce inage t. us assigned to this small tank will possibly be more than
nough to keep it full; a surplus water drain has, therefore, been carricd down the
side of Road No. XI. in case of cxcess, , |
. ii;i‘r:t;:elilds:zte Ilege wh.at I would like to do with this tank. It lies low
epone of Qe e ::.v:)m;del Hmdo? tank with its ncat well at the side; but the
exponss of doing uld be con§1del'ablo, and we must be content to do the best
y masonry or cut-stone; Cuddapah slab would suflice.
I would make a square tank of it after the Tanjore mndel—cleaning it out

and widening i . . .
idening 1t on the west side. Any quantity of matcerials taken out 18 wanted

to fi . e
0 ll.u.p inequalities in the ground to the north and behind the Principal's fence and
for raising the banks of the tank itself,

I would for the present merely make it square by excavating the west side
slope and turf the banks neatl y and provide one or two ghauts. I ;ould then plant
a cocoanut and arcca (?) grove round it. All this might be done at moderate
expense next hot weather. I would extond the cocoanut plantation to the side of
the Roads No. VIIL and No. X1, on four sides of the tanks; and I would include the
?vell and a considerable space, say sixty or seventy feet beyond it in the south side,
in the plantation. Thus treated, I think the feature would be very effective from

the.College terraces, as well as from points about the Chepauk buildings and the
main entrance. :

Proceedings qfth’eMadrmGovemment,
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Thev Principai of t‘heGoHegépaturally wishes this'hnl; enclosed fwithin-ﬁﬂié a
o ‘ fence of his compound to prevent washers, - .

—'Tank within the Principal’s compound. Sy
F. Ta?k within the P?%n' R PO &, from using it.

It has been, however, ptted out for troos inide the fonces
order to g‘;;m shelter and privacy to ithe dwellings, and to give a wo

the College terraces
view;arow_dfip":"tias will take the plac he unsightly wall which abuls ie .
College terraces, the wall being removed for about 150 feet 4s far as the line of the

north face of the tank. Hero th k O e g 5 T
point, will protect 'the compound from trespass. A double row of treeé sbuts o
Road"No. :XI.fdn‘ ﬂié‘aroufh, and 2 singlé row.on 'the‘awe‘stgides ofthetank S

» A Prominént;~"and"méy “be mﬁﬂ ‘Vm‘?eﬂ‘%tm:fe&tme

200 fot, breadth (grentést) O gyginago, and for & supply of wafer from
o0 oF the tank, for the discharge of which into the tank a néw water-
:?.e x‘;m;tl;;:eﬁz% m:é nk: Tt will be partially planted round -with a double”
T e tho Tious indios,  Tho east end of the oyal will be loft eper fowatd.
the Coliége"'for ‘eﬂ"éch%‘-\.‘s;fﬁhqnld’:ifhe?B“tfac‘?’d?aimg‘,ﬁfﬁ? toomuchforthetank, ”
b ot bevolioved by garrying & surpius waler channabt oin the system of surface-
drains to the & outh-east of the tank, whereby ‘the water will be conducted to the
lvert:&ﬁthewgsﬁ?;‘1‘9}057‘ sad Do W
z:nveyedfﬂct‘m-the' public road by an. gxxstmg-}.m:lveﬂ}. e
e g bliemust be wid.;.qut‘frdm‘ Road No. X t&”the'*taxiik.: I Wonld
th - ng:i?;é@ pnpathnﬁraight to Tank E, and stop the foot-paths which now
di:;‘;‘;:; tho Park i “that direction. It moust be made comfortable for the bare feet,
or it will be aVOlM O L I o . |
" MISCELLANEOUS PARK IMPROVEMENT. - .
y shown in the plan with ~i;h‘é direction
S _ " of the fall. They need not be further
,‘D’-“i,?"‘ge' o described. R

All drainage-channels are carefull

that the surface-drainage inclines are meant to be

‘ : 1. to ‘-rethark ne me
mere} hl?):: ;:fg of the Park with a carefully levelled direstion towards the place of
dischzrge- . They should scarcely be observed when the grass covers T‘he-._ dlight '

inclination. - The wider and more open they are made the better:" For eprmnt

T have bt partially opened and shelved off the sides as the earth is tao hes tasho
e e By worked. In_the' monsoon all -?f the glb pes of drainagé ;mc!;ggg

should be overhauled and widened, the material being scattgregi wheggve: the _g;ou‘nd
is uneven, I would slightly stir the surface of the slopes and bottom with the

vem ST T mamatty and dibble in. hanﬁlygrass, .
N. B.—T would turf the bottam for 100 fet or - G0, grould convert the whole into a fine

4 is likely-to seour, . o - :
more w}im *ﬁ"”““ ® e_‘y ' green sward before the hot weather.

ws. Tho inner side will be left open to give depth to tho hodle' - S
' he place of the unsightly wall-which abutson the ..~ =

the iron rail, which will be continued round to this . e

P from the College, 1have reslopeditand -
College. Length o roq the banks, provided: for surface- ~

Retil No. VIIL close 1o the new entrancs; and themes ~
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st August 1871.

As noticed under the head of Road No. XI., the stables ‘attached to the
Principal’s residence have been reméved,

Enclosure of the residence of the Princ
) e Principal . 3
pa of hers are in course of construction; and

the Engineering Colle d h ot
(1,300 feet i;DIgen gth)g‘e' and new iron rail

the College passage between the two tanks; a temporary fonce has been erected to
protect the compound.

In lieu of the picce of ground thus taken into the Public Park, arrangements
have been made to extend the Principal’s enclosure seventy feet throughout the
whole length of old fence (to be removed). A new iron rail fence—one of Messrs.
Main’s No. 14 sheep and bullock continuous iron rail fences, with gate for the exit
into Road No. XI.—-has been ordered, at a cost of about Rupees 650 for 1,300 feet of

fence, and may be expected in November next. In the meantime the extension of -

the enclosure to the west side has been blocked out, and the line which-is toYeceive
the fence has been slightly raised and levelled-in connexion with the surface-drain.
age of that part of the Park. Material for levelling (very little indeed is required)
the ground inside the rail will be found by widening the drainage incline, and from

. the extension of Tank E,

- To hide the angles and break the straight line, as well as to givé. privecy,
°lﬂnmP5 of trees have been designed as shown in the plan, and the requisite pits dug.

The new iron will enelose the whole enclosure from the gate near the Factory
to Tank G-, where it willdap over sp asto replace about 150 feet of the wall near the
College, which will be remov. .. ‘

The retm’nipg wa,lla are complete, and the terrace of the College has been parti-
' C ally filled in. A contract for completing
. the work with a turfed slope on the
north side has been entered into for Rupees 210. The whole terrace will require

, Coiféée Te;fwé.

tobe laid with old bricks and gravelled after the earth bas settled. -~

The C\{ddapah slabs have not yét been Iaid on the stops (brickwork completed),
and Mr, Chisholm has to design a parapet, : ' ’

Under the terraces and between them and the road the soil has been prepared
for grass fdopes of twelve feet wide, This should be completed when rain falls, and
I would intersperse a few shrubs, Rahgoon creepers, and the like on this margin,

taking special care to fill up the angle where the College and tiffin-room terraces meet.

The well is &ging dug in this low-Iying ground, and promises well; _apd
Cocoanut tree plantation on the south side ofthy €OCOANUE plants' have been bespoken
gg?xéz :nd round the tifin-roows. Arcs through M. Nagalinga Moodelly. But
hich . Mr. Chisholm has to design the latrine
w ich s'hould bfa built before the plantation is fully undertaken. Portias fifteen feet
apart will coxzstxtute a hedge on the south side, and on the east (planted on the elevated
edgeof the rdad up to the College) there will be a row. of avenue trees (Portia).
N.B.—A broad flight of steps should be con. LUi8 grove will be an effective feature.

structed about the centre of tho south side It will shelter the latrines and tombs
of the College terrace retaining wall lead- from sight and give background to the

ing down to tho latrines and palm garden, :
| § tifin-rooms. The well is required for

. the font garden as well as the other plantations at this end of the ground,

the corner near Tank E. included in the
Park, so as to admit of the approach to-

-when the heavier work is complete.

A

Proceedings of the Madras Governmént, Public Departmént,
| -31st August 1871, | :

I have laid out the chaunel which runs across the College parallel with the
terraces, and built the two culverts ; but I have not filled in the deep hollows between
it and the terraces, nor the ruined well on the other side of it. The soil has been 50
hard that the rates would be high, whereas by waiting till rain falls, the whole can
be chéaply done. < Material for both works is abundant on the west bank of drain-
age-channel and the uneven surface of the piece of ground which surrounds the old
well. Room to turn a carriage should be provided opposite each set of steps down
from the terrace. e SR

When these works are camplete, a fow standards might be planted.
The accompanying plan shows (somewhat roughly) the position of all plantations,
N . =, 1 avenues,shrubberies, &c.,designed for the
| Plantation of clm?s-" AVERUCE, &c | ~ immediate decoration of the Park. Each
group is, lettered ; and the accompanying list gives the name of the treesand shrubs,
which, tn consultation with Dr. Biddie, who has most kindly and constantly aided.
fne in every possible way in this matter, Mr. H?nry_.,of the "I:’fubli'c Gardens, and Mr.
Mackiﬁtagh;.l recommend -shquld‘-beﬂplanted meachw}henthe proper season, now
imminent, comes. - - o T T LA o
- The pits have.al} been dug and are bemfg,ﬁlledv-_m w1§h mde (one cart-load of -
old mupieipsl sweepings and one of old brick rubbish good earth, &c.,) soil ; and
the fences are in course of preparation and will shq‘gg‘.l_y; bepﬁtup S o
 Very little planting has been possible in this dry, westher, but abundance of
every Wﬁmmc‘i"ﬁ ready. T have nob mb@mpgcajprmgo thre requsite -
standard trees here and there over the Park. They'should be »carefully arranged

B o A' a0

No time should-be lost, if it be considered desirable to make changes in the
tress to b plante d in the different parts of the Park, or m ﬂ}e disposition -of the
clamps, &¢. Indeed it might be-as well to let the plan be carried out as des1_g:ned,v :
.éubject to changes which can readily be made f‘mfte'rwards by removals, alterations, -
&e., &c., in aetail,,according to taste, when IHis E.xcellefxc_zy the Governor and the
Members of Government return to Madras. No time will thu.s be lost ; and very
litde if any expense. or trouble be entailed by such mofélerate‘ ghxftmgg. .
The only points requiriug special notice are the two rather heavy woods along

ds west of the College. They will give shelter, and I

the south wall of the groun : o e : (e
think have a rich effect;*and shut out native buildings. The bay between the two

has been arranged with reference to Tank G, and will show the neat group of native

buildings on the public road.

I have only been able to block out these very imi)ortani features of the

terraces, &e. The levelling in and laying
Parterres. out can be done during the rains. L
t side of the building. The fact that the north
section, treated from the centre line, is
‘Parterre A. narrower by fourteen feet than the south
has already been noticed: . I think a well may be required ; if so it should
at the middle of the centre line, and I would cover it with the
sot and other creepers on low posts. The bower in the gardens
& of thing I would advise, I would put large clumps of shrubs

This parterré faces the wes

section,
be placed abo
creeping camel Too
exemplifies the kin

\
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low shrubbery across the baso below th )
“broad large beds of clumped B o e woet teyfégq,
- margin

tot's garden ; only I w

ng tos “ green earpet”

tho ‘north: faoa of
' richly plented,

t
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st August 1871.

A List of Trees and Shrubs as per plan for Chepauk Park.—(Concluded.)

R. Z.
Guazuma tomentosa. Pterocarpus Dalbergicides.
Cassia fistula. A
Lagerstremia Regine. Dalbergia Sissoo.
S. Bz,
Bignonia suberosa. Pterocarpus Dalbergioides.
Colvillea. .
T Portia. D2
Guaz.uma tomentosa. . "Corks and Portias.
Cassia fistula. S Ee.
Lagerstrzmia Reginz. Neems double row, Syzygium Jambo-
) ] U'- lanum outside with Sumach and Cassia
Bassia longifolia. fistula.
V. Fz.
Sterculia feetida. Neerzs double row, Guazuma tomentosa.
w. Sumach and Cassia fistula
Thespesia Papulnea. G2.
X.  Ficus religiosa.
Syzygium Jambolanum. Dalbergia Sissoo. '
. Cassia fistula.
Dalbergia Sissoo. Poinciana Regia.
No. 179. OrpER THEREON, 31st August 1871, No. 1349.

With reference to the notes and suggestions respecting the works undertaken
by the Hon. Mr. Robinson in the Chepauk Park, His Excellency the Governor in
Council desires, before passing his remarks, to convey to Mr. Robinson the thanks
of the Government for his kindness in undertalniing the superintendence of this work,
and for the rapid progress which, owing to his supervision, has been made in it.

9. Taking each portion of the work in the order. followed in the notes and
suggestions, His Excellency is of opinion that the planting of the Road No. I. may
be left till the Senate House buildings are completed, and the small buildings in
front of the Revenue Board removed.

No. I1. TERRACES.—Approving generally of Mr. Robinson’s suggestions, His
Excellency thinks that this part of the wor.k may be reserved for future years when
the substantial works of building, road-making, and plantation have been all secured

and completed. o
No. III.—Main approach to the Chepauk buildings from the Town gate

entrance. o
The removal of the gateway and the substitution of another, must, in His
Excellency’s opinion, be postponed for the present. Mr. Robinson’s suggestions

will be borne in mind in laying out Parterre A,

No. IV, does not require remark.
No. V-—This road, which has a bad effect in connexion with the double

avenue to the arch, should, in His Excellency’s opinion, be entirely dispensed with,
and a road from the gate semi-circle to the stables (which will eventually be built at
the site indicated in the plan) radiating symmetrically with Road VII. be provided.
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
31st August 1871.

No. VI.—The suggestions for the formation of a terrace round the Cricket
Pavilion, and for raising the tower of the pavilion, are approved ; but these works
are not of immediate urgency.

No. VII. calls for no remark.

No. VIII.—The objection raised by Mr. Robinson to an avenue being planted
along this road is not concurred in. Avenue trees should, in His Excellency’s
opinion, be planted along all the four roads converging to the oval. This i-s t}.xe
main feature in laying out the whole ground, and there would be an incongruity in
having avenues along only two of these roads. '

No. IX.—These remarks apply necessarily to this road.

No. X.—No remark is required. C,

No. XT. which in the notes is incorrectly entered as XII. is approved, )Wlth
the exception of that portion of it which starts from the oval. The oblique direc-

tion taken by this portion has an awkward effect. It should run at a right -

angle to the longer diameter of the oval, and be connected, as shown in the plan,
with the road running by the sides of the Tanks E and F. A road seems also
required as indicated in the plan 80 as to connect an entrance on the east with the
Presidency College. The suggested road (marked Z) is indicated by a blue-dotted

line on the plan, but the direction of this road will be governed by the position of

the entrance on the east which is not shown in the plan.

PuLic WeLLs.—~The wells are presumed to be at the points marked 1,2,3. They
ehould all be repaired and made to look neatand a proper access to them provided.

« The recommendation made by, Mr. Robinson for the removal of a bay of the iron

Park rail for this purpose and the closing of the main entrance is approved. The
suggestions regarding the improvement of Well No. 5 and Tank E are also
approved.

Taxxs.—The Government concur generally with Mr. Robinson’s pl'f)posﬂl_ﬂ
regarding this portion of the work, but it is considered doubtful whether Portia trees
should not be preferred to Mangoes round Tank B, the centre tank of the north
group. : )

As regards the stables, the Government must postpone for the present the
construction of these as permanent buildings.

The shape of Tank D will have to be altered to suit the avenue. It should be
made regular. The six-sided form may be adopted if this is the easiest and cheapest
mode of effecting the object.

MiscELLANEOUS IMPROVEMENTS.—The suggestions contained in this part of t?‘ ;
notes are approved. These should for the present be kept in grass well shorn wx.tl
a mowing machine reserving the formation of beds and the planting of shrubs tx.l
the more important works are completcd. An exception to this may be made in
Parterre 0 in the angle of the two buildings. Here the Date palm, the Areca palm,
and the Cabbage palm, might at once be planted. These would break agreeably the
outlines of the buildings.

Mr. Pennington, Acting Secretary to the Board of Revenue, is reque:sted, as
proposed by Mr. Robinson, to undertake the supervision of the works which have
hitherto been directed by Mr. Robinson.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department
31st August 1871. -

-

With reference to the plots described as Dutch Gardens in front of the Presi-
dency College, regarding which a demi-official communication has been addressed
to the Superintending Engineer, His Excellency in Countil considers that Nos, 2,
3 and 4 in front of the College should all eventually be made. But 2 and 4 should
be first executed, reserving No. 3 for further consideration. o

It may, however, be questioned whether the original design for these plots may
not require further modification especially as to their area. = R

Colonel Wilkieson will, therefore, be requested to have the ground over-plots -
2, 3, and 4 perfectly levelled, and when this‘is: done, to mafk 0}1t 2 and 4 distinctly,
by laying down red bricks or tiles on the outlmes before setting in the stone borders.
This will enable the Members of Government on their return to Madras to judgeof

the general effect and to determine on the final dimensions which the plots shall

assume. (True Extract.)

- Captain, R.E,,
Uunder Secretary, P. W. D.,-
for Chief Secretary.

To the Hon. W. Robinson, c.8.5.
Board of Revenue.
Public Works Department.

i3]

Exd. J. Wright.
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