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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
15¢h August 1871.

No. 47. Read the following letter from the Acting President of the M unicipal

Commission, Palghaut, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Calicut, 28th July 1871, No. 22:—

I have the honour to forward a letter from the Vice-President of the Palghaut

Municipality, furnishing the information called for in Government Order, dated 29th
June 1871, No. 882, ’

e

From W. P. AUSTIN, Esq., Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Palghaut, to the
President of the Municipal Commission,” Palghaut, dated 22nd July 1871, No. 604.
With reference to G. 0., dated 20th June 1871, No. 882, I have the honour to submit the
explanation of certain items shown in the Budget for the year 1871-72.

The principle on which the house-tax was calculated when the estimates were framed is as
follows :—

RS.
The demand at five per cent. for 12 months is ... e e e w2927
Do. at an enhanced rate of six per cent. for 11 months ... 3,220
Expected increase by a re-valuation of house property ... ... ... 447
Total ... 3,667

The question of revising the house register having been subsequently discussed, it was finally
resolved o postpone the matter until next year, the Commissioners having already enhanced the
percentage. . :

The amount contributed by the townspeople in 1870 under Act VI. of 1863 is Rupees 200.
In lieu of this, the Commissioners have raised Rupees 585 as suggested in paragraph 7 of G. 0.,
dated 31st March 1871,

Of the sum of Rupees 1,500 already budgeted for educational purposes, the Commissioners
propose to lay out Rupees 900 for the support of Kalpathy Branch School hitherto maintained from
the general rate fund of the talug, and Rupees 600 for the payments of grants to such pial schools
a3 the Commissioners may determine to support with reference to the requirements of the locality.
T beg to state that the views of my predecessor Mr. Buick, for the establishment of pial schools
expressed in his report of the 5th J uly 1871, have been deferred for further consideration, as the
finances of the Municipality, as they stand now, would not admit of the. additional charges being
incurred during the present year. I presume that the Commissioners are to be relieved entirely
from contributing to the Central Rate School, as it is roughly estimated that the proceeds of
house-tax (Rupees 22,500) under the Local Fund Act in the ar
hitherto rated under Act VI. of 1863, would ampl
institution.

Out of the sum of Rupees 3,500 allotted for ** new buildings,’
is provided as contribution towards the erection of a new Dispens
inclusive of compensation for lands to be taken for the purpose,
and Rupees 1,000 for latrines ; the latter sum has been since
the re-valuation of the houses having been abandoned for the ye
18 not, however, seriously felt, excopt at the bazaar portion o
have private privies.

The Municipal Commissioners are prepared to take the charge of the charitable Dispensary at
Palghaut under their immediate control, provided that they are not burdened with ¢
(Rupees 1,200). A sum of Rupees 500 has already been allotted agreeably ¢
appended to G. 0., dated 81st Marc
I think, be met from local funds,

ea outside the municipal limits,
y cover all charges connceted with the

" a portion, viz., Rupees 1,000,
ary, Rupees 1,000 for cart-stands
Rupees 500 for wells and cisterns,
reduced to Rupees 500 owing to
ar.  The want of public latrines
f the town, as most of the houses

he whole charge

o the statement
h 1871. The remaining portion, viz., Rupees 700, should,
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Proceedz’ngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
15th August 1871.

o

A complete’ copy of the bye-laws now in force is herewith submitted ; some of these are no
longer needed, since their object is provided for in the Act itself. The remainder entered in &
separate statement can be retained.  The Commissioners suggest that Section 48 of Act XXIV.
of 1859 (Police Act) be entered among the municipal bye-laws. I agree in the advisability of
this measure, as, owing to the indifference of the Police to infractions of this law, convictions for
nuisance are exceedingly rare, while the offence is daily and hourly committed.

The Commissioners are strongly of opinion that country bandies should be exempted from the
provisions of Rule 20, considering it a great hardship on the drivers of such bandies. It may
perhaps be a little hard on bandy-drivers who are strangers to the Municipality and ignorant of its
bye-laws, but certainly not on those residing within municipal limits. :

A bye-law constraining drivers of vehicles, &c., to enter municipal limits only through the

established gates, and on payment of the fixed tolls, is, I think, necessary.

A memorandum showing the prosecutions under the bye-laws during the yéar 1870-T1 is
also submitted.

No. 18. ORDER THEREOY, 15th August 1871, No. 1235,

" The explanation contained in the foregoing letter as to the estimate of house-
rate in Palghaut is sufficient, and the proposed allotments for buildings are sanc-
tioned.

2. The Government presume that the dispensary will be included in the lists
which have been called for of similar institutions to be transferred to local and

municipal management, and orders on the subject are accordingly deferred.
3. The bye-laws will be disposed of in a general order.

4. Itisnow stated by the Vice-President that the sum contribu
schoul-cess by the inhabitants of the town was Rupees 200, and that the increased
taxation imposed by the enhancement of the bouse-rate in the Municipality will be
Rupees 585. The Commissioners propose to allot Rupees 900 for ¢

- .

he support of the
Kalpathi Branch Rate School, and 600 Rupees for the iwprovement of pig)schoo[s
5. From the last Public Instruction Report, the Government gather that therf;

is a central institution at Palghaut with five branch schools-—Kollangode, Alathur

Peruvambu, Kottayi, and Kalpathi. ) The central il}stitution, and from the presen;;
propoaal it is presumed the Kalpathi branch are within municipal limjtg, On the
principle laid down in the Local Fund Rules tbese. schools should, therefore, be under
municipa! management, the Local .F und Boz}rd being the contributing body. But the
fact that nearly the whole funds will be derived from the area under the Local Fund
Board demands that an exception should be made, and that the Committee of
Management, which will be appointed under the orders that have been issued, shoujd
be subordinate to the Local Fund Board. ’

6. It is, however, a question for the consideration of the Local F
whether the rated area should not at once be Fub%vid.ed into at least ag m
as there are now branch schools, the central institution being supporte
butions from the funds of these unions,. a course ?llowable under
the Act. If this were done, the Kal;.)a'th1 School’ mlght be placed u
management. In any case, the municipal contribution should be

hat school only.
SUPP(;I"t OIfttis obvious that the large area now rated for the sup?ort o.f these schoolg
must, ere long, be subdivided into many unions of more convenient size, in order to

any uniong
d by contri-
Section 27 of
nder municipal
devoted to the

ted to the o]d -

und Bogrd,

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
15th August 1871.

localize more completely the benefits to be afforded to the people in return for the
special taxzation ; and, as a step in this direction, the measure suggested in the last
paragraph should, the Government think, be immediately adopted.

8. The central institution is a school of the higher class and the other schools
are of the middle class. Something should be done from the rate school funds for
purely elementary education. The Public Instruction Report shows that, in 1869-70,
there were nineteen lower class schools in the Palghaut Taluq which qualified for
results’ grants ; and some of these are probably capable of being converted into
permanent elementary schools under the Local Fund Board and supported from the
house-tax collections. If Mr. Austin’s estimate (which the Governinent assume to
be based on some assessments already made) of the proceeds of this tax at Rupees

-22,500 be well founded, there will be ample funds for elementary schools after
providing for the support of the existing institutions. The old cesses produced
in 1869-70 Rupees 19,271.

9. The Government desire that the arrangements which are made regarding
these schools may be specially reported on.

(True Extract.)

Captain, R. E.,

_ o Under Secretary, P. W. D.,
- R R for Chief Secretary.

To the Acting President of the Municipal Commission, Palghaut.
s»» Director of Public Instruction.
+»» Board of Revenue,

Exd. J. Wright,
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