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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departm'ent,
14th August 1871.

No. 45. Read the following letter from the Acting President of the Munieipal
Commission, Cochin, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, datod Calicut, 29th July 1871, No. 24 :—

I have the honour to forward the accompanying report and statements, received
from the Vice-President of the Cochin Mumclpahty, on the working of the Towns’
Improvement Actin Cochin, during the year ending 30th April 1871.

2. Funds were raised during the year from all sources excepting tolls.

3. The total amount collected during the year, as per Statement C. enclosed,
amounts to Rupees 13,715-7-9,  This item is composed of the balance of cash in
hand on the 30th April 1870, amount collected for 1870-71, and the arrears of
previous year collected during the year.

4. It will be seen from the Demand, Collection and Balance Statement that a
sum of Rupees 659-1-0 remains uncollected on the 30th April 1871. This is mainly
duc to the tax on houses having been collected in two instalments.

5. In paragraph 4 of the report for last year it is stated that the uncollected
balance, on the 30th April 1870, was Rupees 86-14-11. But, from the statement
enclosed, it will be observed that a sum of Rupees 113-15-11 was collected as
arrears. This is due to the Commissioners having omitted to include in the report
for last year a sum of Rupees 27-1-0, which they considered irrecoverable.

6. Exrexomiturr.—Under the head of “New Works” only a sum of Rupees
24-5-4 was expended in constructing a drain.

Rupees 2,242-15-5 were expended in repairing roads, lanes, and culverts.

Rupees 1,792 were spent in cleaning the town, constructing and repairing
moveable privies and latrines.

The pay of the vaccinator, sweepers, and maistries is also included in the above
charge.

7. Porice.—Under this head Rupees 6,642-13- 4 were expended ; of this the
sum of Rupees 3,639-7-0 was for 1869-70, and Rupees 3,003-6-4 for 1870-71.

The total amount due by the Municipality for the year under report being
Rupees 3,862-11-11, the Commissioners have still to pay Rupees 859-5-7, which will
be adjusted when the balance of State contribution due to the Municipality is paid.
, A sum of Rupecs 26-14-10 was also spent by the Munlclpahty in repairing the

station-house attached to the Town Police.

A sum of Rupees 1,524-14-9 was expended under thLe head ¢ Establishment,”
which includes miscellaneous charges.

Rupees 1,031-14-5 were spent in lighting the town and other purposes not
specified in Section 25 of the Act.

8. GoversMENT conTrIBUTION.—The Commissioners drew Rupees 4,105-1-8
under this head. Of this sum Rupees 2,605-1-8 was for 1869-70. The actual amount

of State contribution due to the Municipality for the year under report being
Rupees 2,429-2-4, and the Commissioners having drawn Rupees 1,500, the balance

of Rupees 929-2-4 is still due to them.
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s from places provided for the deposit of such filth and

filth and rubbish- from houses as well a
and the streets are

rubbish. Offensive matters are occasionally cleared out from the drains,

" gwept as often as it is found necessary to do so.

To these measures, and the diffusion of vaceination among the people, may be attributed the
gencral healthiness and the comparative absence of cpidemics in the place. During the year
under report only eight cases of cholera occurred in the suburbs of the town, where the manufacture
of fish-oil was extensively carried on. Of these, six cases proved fatal. Prompt and effective
measures were adopted to arrest the spread of the infection. Of small-pox there were eleven
The number of births within the municipal limits was 342, and

deaths 264. 'The expenditure attending conser-
® Rupces 2,242, . .
vaney is Rupees 449-15-7 below the estimate.*
This is partly attributable to additional Divisional Superintendents not having been entertained,
and partly to its not having been found mnecessary to construct the four carts and the whole
number of privy-boxeg contcmplated at the time of the framing of the estimate.

cases, resulting in three deaths.

10. Porrce.~—The charges on account of the Police aggregate Rupees 6,669-12-2, and exceed
the cstimatet by Rupees 2,665-3-8. This is due to the fact that
t Rupoes 4,004-5-6 the expenditurc includes arrears of 1869-70, for which no provi-

sion had been made in the estimatc under the impression tha
the close of that year.

11. EsraprisuMeyT.—Under this head Rupees 1,524-14-9 were expended, and the amount
includes office-rent, auditing remuneration, stationery, printing, and sundry petty charges
connected with the office. The decrease in the outlay as contrasted

1 Rapees 2,267, with the estimatc} arises partly from the increase recommended

to the pay of the fixed establishment not having been sanctioned, and partly from the post of
vernacular clerk having been done away with during the second half of the year under review.

12. The outlay for ‘¢ purposes other than those specified in Section 25 of the Act " amounts
to Rupees 1,031-14-5. Of this, Rupecs 41-1-0§ and Rupees

§ The decrease in the charge for X Lo
watering streets is due tog rocw. 071.2-2 are charges for watering strects and lighting the town

%

t the same would be adjusted before ‘

sional boavy rains having fallen it pecseotively (estimate Rupees 200 and 806). The residue, -

March and April, . A .
Rupces 319-11-3, comprises sundry items of “miscellaneous

head, viz., refunds, rewards for killing stray dogs and
venomous snakes, planting avenue trees, pounding cattle, repairing fish-market, &c. Through
some inadvertence no provision was made in the estimate to meet these and the like disbursements.
1t is, therefore, requested thatghe sanction of Government may
I R;E::;ri’:ﬁ'g:s' noticed above in o ohtained to the same as well as to the excess expenditure| on
account of the Police, both of which were met by savings from

other sources.

charges falling under the above-mentioned

13. The accounts have been audited by Mr. Jules Regnaud (senior partner in the local firm
of Jules Regnaud and Co.), whose reporty is herewith forwarded,

t 1 - . . - -
¥ Dated 14th intant. in original, for transmission to Government.
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3. The State contribution due for the year has been correctly computed b?f
the Commissioners at Rupees 2,429-2-4.' The cost of the Police for :‘869-70 l;
now stated at Rﬁ'peés'3,639-7 -0, whereas in the last report the amount was declared
to be Rupees 3,630.. The Superintendent’s account should have been forwarded.
The account for 1870-71 shows that the actual cost was Rupees 3,862-11-11, of

which Rupees 2,897-1-0. was payable ‘directly by the Commissioners. Adding

three-fourths of the charges for 1869-70 or*Rupees 2,729-9-3, and the expenditure
on repairs of the Police station, the sum payable within the year was .Rupees
5,653-9-1, and thie balance of the Police expenditure, Rupees 1,016-3-1, 18 to be
shown as an advance recoverable. :

4. The Commissioners have received Rupees 1,500 in cash, and have been
allowed credit in the above computation for Rupees 1,875-8-8, total Rupee.s
3,375-8-8. They have thus received in excess Rupees 946-6-4, and setting off this

against the over-payment for Police, they ar_e. pow entitled to receive Rupees
69-12-9.

5. As regards the general working of the Municipaiibty, the report seems satis-

factory, though the amount of uncollected demands, which, for the house and trades
tax is about ten per cent., is too large. There were outbreaks of cholera and small-
pox, but they were not violent. In a frequented port like that of Cochin it i? no
doubt difficult to prevent, by conservancy operation, the importation of contagion.

(True Extract.)

Captain, R. E,,

“' Under Secretary, P. W. D.,
Yor Chief Secretary.

To the President of the Municipal Commisgion, Cochin.
,, Public Works Department.
,» Board of Revenue.

., Acting Accountant-General, -

»  Acting Inspector-General, Indian Medical Department.
»  Inspector-General of Police.

'»  Senitary Commissioner.
v»  Director of Public Instruction.

»»  Presidents of the several Municipalities for information.

Exd. J. Wright.
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ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE ACTUAL REGEIPTS AND CHARGES OF AC'OOUNT OF THE MUNICIPAL POLI G'E OF THE
THE YEAR, ENDING 30th APRIL 187/
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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