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Praceedmgc wf tke Madras Goe)emment Public Departmeﬂfg
Tth August 1871.

No. 24.  Read the following letter from Lieutenant-Colosel F. APPLEGATH,
33rd Regiment Madras Native Infantry, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort St. George, dated Vizianagram, 5ty July 1871 :—

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Professor Oldham’s Memo-
randust an the report of the specimens recently submitted to him, and Tegret
extremely his opinion should be unfavourable.

2. 'The main object of Government being the discovery, in this Presidency,
of a sufficient supply of workable coal, I will not at present attempt to answer
Professor Oldham’s Memorandum, or meet the reflections it contains ; hut there are
one or two points on which T wish- to uffer a few remarks. ’

3. Professor Oldham is studiously silent on all the most important rocks
1 have collected and sent him, epecially the whole of the speclmens marked B.,
which are absolutely identical with the Bengal lower coal series, i.e., rocks found
immediately below coal in India. (8ee my Conclusion, dated 16th February 1871,
paragraph numbers 1 and 2),

. 4. Aggin, in my Conclusion I prominently brought o notice, in paragraphs
3 and 7, the similarity of the rocks quarried to those obtained from the Chanda Coal
Pits ; but Professor Oldham is entirely silent on this important point, however. He
pow acknowledges * that the Chanda coal-bearing rocks da come into the Madras
Presidency and reach within seven or eight miles of Ellore,” which is still further

" to the south than Jugeiapettah. These rocks in reaching Kllore pass through

upwards of thirty miles of the Kistna District; thus on Professor Oldbam’s own
admission coal-bearing rocks do exist in the Klstna District.

5. Anocther important point. Three months have elapsed since the specimens
were gent to Professor Oldham for report—a siguificant circumstance~—as a real
genuine cosl was brought to me from the Nizam's country in February last,
discovered, I believe, within about forty miles of Juggiapettah in the Koniducondah
Talaq. This coal is of excellent quality, and of ifs extent and thickness I hope
soon to be able to give an official account in detail.

‘ 6. The Superintendent of the Geological Survey, in his report on the coaf
resources of India, states that the country between Kurnool and the Godavery is
‘ unknown geologically,” which I verily believe to be a fact. By a reference to the
district maps it will be seen that the country between Kurnpol and the Godavery

-includes the whole of the Kistna District. Is it, then, fair for Professor Oldham to
have expressed throughout this inquiry such premature and adverse opinions -

regarding the existence of coal in & district he now admits to be * geolagically
unknown ?”

7. It is well to bear in mind that sbout ten years ago Professor Oldbam put
every kind of professional obstruction to the discovery of coal on the Godavery (see
Geological Memoirs, Vol. IIL, Part L, Mineral Statistics, page 12, dated Calcutta,
1st June 1861), and he is now actmg in a similar manner with regard to tbe
Kistna project.

8. Professor Oldham, in his seventh paragraph, has'drawn an mference, viz.,
that the coal burnt there was procured elsewhere, which is directly contrary to fa,cts

The coal I once guarried and burnt an the banks of the Kistna was excavated =
from a horizontsl horing, about eighteen feet deep, into the rock en the bankg o
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
Tth August 1871.

ettt

the Pallar river, and I distinctly repeat that the coal was not procured from
elsewhere. It was burnt in large open heaps without the assistance of any other fuel,
Tt was also utilized by a blacksmith under my own eye to put on the tire of a native
bandy wheel. And further, Professor Oldham, in his seventh paragraph, alludes ‘‘ to
his personal examination of the ground three years since.” While we were encamped
at Vadadry he acknowledged to all of us in camp that he had seon a burut outcrop
- of shale (coal ?). Why did he withhold such an important fact in his report to Govern-
ment ? -

9. I foel confident that the Madras Government will give me credit for
sincerity in my present pursuit (under difficulties) of an object calculated to prove
of 80 much benefit to the Presidency at large, and also that my efforts in this direc-
" tion have had the effect of sustaining interest in, and stimulating inquiry for, coal
in the Ioca‘lit'yl have named, and I am glad to notice that even Professor Oldham

‘himself now holds out the hope that perhaps at no very distant date our desire for

coal may be gratified. .

10. Feeling persuaded that a sufficient supply of workable coal will soon be
obtainable from near the place Ihave long pointed out, I am content to wait and let
facts speak for the correctness of the assertions I have so constantly advanced as to
the existence of coal in the Kistna District, when I trust the Government will be
willing favourably to consider my exertions in the good cause.

No. 25,  ORDER THEREON, 7th August 1871, No. 1194,
: To be recorded.
(True Extract.)
R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.
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Recording letter from Lieutenant-Colonel

Applegath remarking on certain points in Professor

, i Oldham’s report on the specimens of coal rocks
R - lately discovered at Juggiapettah, ° K
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