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S Brmchf&e Madiras Government, Public Dcpartmcnt
| 1%.1&1,1871. L L

-

' No. 168, Eead the fallomng letter from the &mmwm of the Nellgherry iy
! o Hllls, ‘to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated

Ootacamund 3rd July 1871, No. 57— £

I 1 have the honour to acknowledge Procee&mgs of Government, No. 92 Public
o Department 141:11 June 1871, calling upon me to report what can be dene to procure
" 8 collection® of arms, ornaments, dresses, -manufac-

T 0n oo“ueﬁon for - the Calouita
1 Tndian Museum, and one for the tures, &c., that will gerve- to-ilustrata-the habits and
- Madrus Central Museam, e

state the probable cost.

service on plantations, and one or two have even asked for a school. With all the

“triben 1 believe drink and disease are on the increase. Amongst a people in so low

S stata of civilization a very fow years serve to efface all trace of & custom that has

of aﬁvmg at their origin and past hlstory.

- Mr,

g B eopxes ought to be made.

shonld be as exhaustive as possible.’ I propose, ‘therefore, if - appreved to_pursue

) : +The Bul-su ,
i . shariginal or jungle race. jungle tribes, viz.:—

e S The Todas.

S 'III ——-To record: a.ll the facts T can  collect with regard to.their language, tﬁ'elr
- . presont habits, ceremonies, and modes of life.

A IV.—To inquire if they have any traditions or legends dlnstratxve of thexr
" ' history. ST

modes of life of the jnngle tribes of the Neilgherries, &8 j
. well as & collection of objects fonnd in anclent cairns and- bunal places——and to .

- 2. Tam glad the matter is receiving attentxon late in the day as it is, for year
i by year ‘the Neilgherry tribes at any rate are abandoning their distinctive
C customs.' For example, among the Todas infantioide has been put a stop to} "
E o Pohandry is on the decline ; their buffalo sacrifices at the dry funeral aré curtailed -
and create comparatively 11tt}e interest. » Some few of the rising. generation take

up. ‘Whilat & careful examination into their existing condmon and S

Me!;z, however, who takes great interest in XsTengherry antxqmnes, h&s i i ‘
L promwd me his assistance. He knows of some eairns and cromlechs still unopened, .
- and some of the latter are built of stones ornamented with sculptures, of whxch

A

L . . ‘4 Considering the interest excited and the speculatmm that-have been :
: . sdvsnced with regard to the history of -the Neilgherry tribes: aspocially the Todas, =~
"+ it seems to me desirable that the present inquiry under. the awmmwmt e

cannct be ealled an the following course mth each of the four‘!' Ne:lgherry | -:
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V.—To collect objects that I may find in cairns; cromlechs, barrows, and
stone cireles still existing. .
VI.—To obtain drawings of all ancient aculptutes to be found on the hills.

5. It is impossible to say what the probable eost may‘ be, but I thmk 21,000 -

Rupees would be ample.
6. 1 cannot promxse any satlsfactory results under at least 8 year

S
-

No.169.  Oubem TmEEEOK, 19th Jnly 1871, No. 1097,

" The Government entirely approve the Commissioner’s ptoposals, aud beg him
to take stops at once towards carryingsthem out. For the present he is authorized
to incur expenditure not exceeding Rupees 1 ,000 for the pnrpoae, aud will report
when further funds are required.

2. The Commissioner’s attention is dn'ected to the reoorda of pre\nous labours ‘
in this field which will be found in the J ouma.l of the Ma&m wera’ry ﬁomety and |

probably in those of the Asiatic Society. *
+ (True Extract. )

To.the Commissioner of the Neilgherry Hilla.
Acting Accountant-General.

*
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