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PuBrric DEPARTMENT.

No. 1088.

FrouM

W. HUDLESTON, Esq.,

Acting Chief Secretary to the Government of Fort St. George,

To -

Tre SECRETARY 10 TaE GOVERNMENT or INDIA,

Home DrpARTMENT.

Sir,

With reference to'the endorsement of the Government of India, Home Depart-
Mr. G S. Forbes, late Oollector of MWent; dated the 21st March last, No. 1542, forwarding

Ganjam, dated 22nd April 1871 : . . .- .
g ity * to this Government, for an expression of their opinion

Mr. D. F._Carmichael, Collector of
Ganjaof® Acring Sesrerany o Go. @ letter and report from Messrs. C. Palmer and

oot jorenne Dopartment, W, G, Murray on the Hill of Mahendragiri and the Port
dated 10tk June 1871,

D o o, ouperintendent-Genoral - of Barwah, in the Ganjam District of this Presidency,
of Vaccination, dated 16th June . " . . .
1871, No. 847, with printed report. 1 am directed to submit copies of the replies received

Mr. P.'J. Minchin, dated 19th June . .

1871, with notes in margin by the from the gentlemen named in the margin who were

Aoting Collestor of Ganjam. consulted on the subject, and to state that this Govern-

ment concur in opinion with Mr. Carmichael and Dr. Shortt that the proposition.

of Messrs. Palmer and Murray to establish a sanitarium on the Mahendragiri Hill

is premature, the salubrity of the hill never having been tested all the year round.

2. The Government deprecate the establishment of a sanitarium on the
Mahendragiri Hill. Its success is extremely doubtful, while the expense in roads,
buildings, medical, and other public establishments, &e., &c., will be very heavy.
Barwah has nothing whatever to recommend it beyond any other town or village
on the Coromandel Coast.

‘ I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

Forr St. Grorer, A Acting Chief Secretary.
19¢h July 1871,

From G. 8. FORBES, Esq., 1st Member of the Board of Revenue, to the Chief
Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Madras, 22nd April 1871.

With reference to an Order of Government, dated the 30th of March and calling

on myself and other gentlemen for an opinion as to the suitableness of the Mahen-
dragiri Mountain for a sanitarium, I have the honour to enclose (for convenience of

]




reference) copy of a report on this subject addressed by me to the Madras Govern-
ment in January 1862, together with their Order tHereon.

2. From personal experience of the climate at different seasons, and from the
fact that the family of Major Leslie Grove and that of anether officer (whose name
I do not remember) passed a month on the hill, I may safely declare that there is
no risk of fever, My own visits were very hrief, but a single night passed in a
fe\‘rerish‘locality is gure to affect some member of a numerous party, and none of my
c(;mpanions on these excursions, or of our servants, ever suffered from fever,

3. Line of approach—1 have descended the hill by a rough track on the side
indicated in the Calcutta Report as affording the best line of approach, and I am
able to confirm the opinion which its authors formed from general observation,
This approach would be from Barwah directly through Bodarsingee Cotta, from
whence it would proceed along the south bank of the Mahendratunga river for some
miles ; it would then wind up the mountain, ascending finally to a point opposite the
waterfall. Bodarsingee Cotta is the residence of a petty Zemindarni, to whom a
portion of the hill belongs, and within whose limits I built the small stone cottage
which is alluded to in the Calcutta Report, and which on leaving Ganjam I placed
at the disposal of my successor, Mr. Carmichael. The Mundasa Cotta and Purla
Kimedy Zemindars both own portions of the hill.

" 4. Climate—It is worthy of note that Mahendragiri is the ouly hill in India
which combines the advantage of an altitude approaching 5,000 feet with®hat of
close proximity to the sea, which is distant only fifteen miles as the crow flies.
During the hot months, f.e., from the middle of March to the end of October, the
prevalent and almost constant winds are from the south-east, south, and south-west,
‘and, owing to tho run of the coast line of (anjam (which is from north-east to
south-west), these currents are all tempered by the sea, and do not blow over tracts
of forest and hill. During the prevalence of the fiorth-east monsoon (vaember
to February) the wind blows steadily from the nerth and north-east and is dry
and piercing. | o , .

5. Acquisition of s¥es and approaches.—1f the tfxatti}r is p?t b'efore_ the Zefm.m-
dars in a judicious and considerate manner, I anticipate no dxﬁiculty in oE)ta.l_mng
their consent to the formation of the necessary roads and to the approprtaflon of
sites (which, of course, will be subject to a quit-rent, payable to the proprietors)
without recourse to Act X. of 1870. : T ,

6. Labour.—If, however, the co-operation of the Zemindars is not conciliated,
great and almost insurmountable difficulty will occur in procuring the labour neces-
sary for clearing road traces and for carrying building materials up the hill. The
Sowrahs who inhabit the base and slopes of Mahendra consider themselves the
feudal dependents of the Zemindars in whose limits they reside, and will render no
assistance whatever contrary to the wish of those personages ; they have also petty
chiefs called Bisoyes, who have great and immediate influence over them. These
Bisoyes are Ooriyas, and are the descendants of the petty Chiefs .placed over the
Sowrahs by the Zemindars of former days. Itis absolu.tely essential to make these
men the agents through whom the Sowrah labour is utilized, and that the laboure.rs
should have their work laid out for them by officials who understand tlu?m z.md will
Mage them considerately. During the early days of the prop?sed sanitarium t.he
_comfort of the residents will depend much on the friendly readiness of th.e Zemin-
‘dars and their Bisoyes and Sowrahs to assist them. 1 ghould have been quite unable
to visit the hill or to build there without their aid®
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7. Supplies.—As to supplies, fish and poultry must be procured from the coast
villages. Sheep can be had from Purla Kimedy, and milk is procurable from the
herdsmen on the lower slopes of the hill and from Mundasa. For supplies from the
Kimedy approach the Coipooram Bisoye’s aid will be needed, and from the Mundasa
side that of the Sarava Cotta Bisoye ; on the Bodarsingee side the Toomba Cotta
Bisoye would assist.

From G. 8. FORBES, Esq., Collector and Agent to the Governor of Fort St. George in Ganjam,
to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated Purla Kimedy, 7th December
1861, No. 327.

With reference to the inquiries instituted by Government some time since, through the Medical
Department, regarding hill ranges suitable for sanitaria, I have the honour to report, for the infor-
mation of His Excellency the Governor in Council, the result of two excursions undertaken by myself
and other gentlemen in the district to the summit of the Mahendragiri Mountain, which is distant
about twenty miles from the sea coast, north latitude 18° 57°, longitude east 84° 24"

2. The first ascent was undertaken on the 9th October from the eastern side of the mountain
by Messrs. Minchin, Hooper, and myself. The approach is by a somewhat circuitous path, which
winds for several miles between the lower spurs of the range ; then follow about six miles of very
easy and gradual ascent, until the path faces the steep side of the higher portion of the mountain.
From this point to the summit, a distance of perhaps one-and-a-half or two miles, the way is
extremely toilsome. After surmounting this difficulty we found ourselves on a saddle of about four
miles in length at an altitude ranging from 4,000 to 4,900 feet, varying in width and slope, and
in parts narrow, but affording ample ground for numerous houses and gardens.

3. The surface is covered with grass for a considerable space, with here and there small woods,
in which are to be found the wild raspberry and violet, and the ferns and orchids common to the
hill ranges of the Peninsula. In parts, however, the saddle is bare and rocky ; springs of pure water
are to bo found in several places. During our first visit, which was in October, the thermometer
ranged from 58 to 73, and on the second occasion in November from 45 to 61.

4. On the very highest point of the hill is a small stone pagoda, formed of stones of such bulk
that the mode of its construction is not easy to be conjectured. The height of the building, which
is four-sided, may be about t'wenty'-two feet : the basement occupies an area of about thirteen feet
square, and is formed of four blocks of stone of about ten feet in length by three feet in breadth and
of the same thickness ; three layers each consisting of four blocks surmdunt the basement, and on the
top of them is laid a single block eight foet square by four feet thick, finished by a circular stone
carved like a coronet and of about five feet in diameter.

5. The entrance barely admits a man, and in the interior is the stone symbol held sacred by
the Lingayets. Cloae by this pagoda is a statiod of the Trigonometrical Survey, and from this point
the coast may be traced from Ganjam on the north to Calingapatam on the south. The view to
south-west ranges over the greater part of Purla Kimedy ; behind the range, or rather on its western
side, runs a deep valley, on the opposite side of which rise the numerous and extensive hill ranges
occupied by the independent Sowrah tribes : some of these hills are but little inferior in height to
the Mahendragiri. To the north and north-east are distinctly traceable the Jarada, Jalantra,
Bodarsingee, Soorungee, and Chikati Hill Zemindaries, and the talugs of Itchapore, Moherry, and part
of Poobaconda. The Mundasa Zemindary extends from the east face of the range to the sea-shore.
Besides the small pagoda already deseribed on the summit of the mountain there are two others
rather lower down of more elaborate carving and greatersize : they differ in outline, but both are
of forms common in Orissa. Three or four other similar structures are to be found in the neighbour-
ing woods in various stages of ruin. Messrs. Hooper, Lane, and myself discovered, during our
second ascent, which was made with a view to ascertain the capabilities of an approach from the
western valley, the remains of an inseription in the Tamil character ; but we had not thg leisure or
the means to pursue our examination so far as to decipher complete words, There are also inscriptions
in Ooriya and Telugu, and some other character resembling the Mahratta. The natives can give
no distinct account of these buildings, but one tradition ascribes them to-the ““ Pandevas,” perhaps
identical with the Pandian brothers, who formed the dynasty of that name in the south.



8. We found the ascent from the long valley on the western side of the hill comparatively casy
and capable of being rendered more so at a trifling outlay in clearing jungle. If further explors-
tion appears to the Government desirable on public grounds, I would undertake to have this done
by the Sowrahs if 500 Rupees are placed at my disposal. Tt will be desirable, among other things, to
ascertain the state of the springs in the hot weather and the salubrity of the climate at that season.

7. We observed numerous and extensive valleys of fertile soil suitable for

the growth of coffee,
and a plateau where‘the cinchona tree would probably thrive.

8. As the valley which divides the Mahendragiri range from the Hill tracts of the inde-
pendent Sowrahs to the west extends from the Jarada Zemindary completely into the Purla Kimedy
country, a line of communication along this part of the Sowrah border might be very easily secured
by clearing a wide road trace along the western side of the valley for the entire distance. For
military purposes, and more especially for Police patrol, such s line would be of some value. 1f,
therefore, the Government approve such an undertaking, the Court of Wards would, T am pereuaded,
co-operate on behalf of the estate in the undertaking by supplying funds for that portion of the
trace which is in the Kimedy limits, aud which comprises, in fact, the larger portion of the line.

sty

, Order, 6th January 1862, No. 7.
Referred to the Department of Public Works,

where the subject of the concluding paragraph
will receive consideration.

. 2. The Gévernment do not deem it advisable for the present
$o incur any expense in clearing the road up the hill,

(Signed) T. PYCROFT, .
Chief Secretary.

Paragraph 6.

———

From D. F. CARMICHAEL, qu., Acting Secretary to Government, Revenue
Department, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Fort St. George, 10th June 1871,

I beg to acknowledge the Proceedings of Government marginally noted

- asking my opinion on the proposed sanitarium at

7th June 1871, No.777, Fabe-  Mahendra, in the Ganjam District, where I succeeded

Mr. Gordon Forbes as €ollector and Governor’s Agent in April 1867, an appoint-
ment which I still hold.

2. Dr. Palmer, I observe, writes “a short sea-trip and residence by the sea
side is the first object we aspire to.” If that is 80, a few hours’ more steamin

would bring his invalids to Vizagapatam, or, as part of it is called, Waltair, the salu-
brity of which is notorious. .

3. It stands (latitude 17° 42’ north, longitude 83° 24" east) in a small bay,

the south extremity of which is bounded by a promon.-
tory, a remarkable hill, some 1,500 feet bigh, known to
Mariners as the * Dolphin’s Nose,” and its north extremity by the village of Waltair,
the breadth across the bay being about six miles. The situation is strikingly
picturesque (see the record of the late Bishop of Calcutta’s (Wilson) impressions, in
Vol. II. of his life), and the climate exceedingly salubrious, at all events to visitors
from the inland stations during the hot months, and it has been more than once
proposed to create a sanitarium there for soldiers from Nagpore and Hyderabad. To
persons long resident there it proves relaxing, the air being soft and the prevailing
winds generally either the south-east or the easterly; Jand winds are almost
unknown, being intercepted by the neighbouring hills. The south-west rains set in

about the first week of June and run into the north-east mongoon, about the middle
of September. ' '

Madrss Medical Topography, Vol. II.
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5. It was my head-quarters for nearly five-and-a-half years, and, if the, .
Caloutta Committee. had visifed it, they would have been as charm.d with it as othe RS
* Bengaloes to my knowledge heve been. I may specinily mention that well-known ...
gentleman, Mr. Wyllie, who, having found himself there for a few days,couldhardly = .
tear himself away. . = ’ F s e
6. Iiisa very notable place. A Muuicipality and the chief tovﬁ’p‘tit_\ the district /
of thesame name ; Churehes—English, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian ; schools, shops,
markets, hospitals, dispensaries, reading’room, racquet court, eroguet, and archery *
~clubs. There are numerous spare houses too. - 'I'he coasting steamer already!
touches at Vizagapatam. Send erything he needs
‘Place him at Barwar, and: the:
i - ! e inb in is
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. Trem Dr. J. SHORTJTQ’;')TE.@«,,:Superintendent-General of Vacoination, Madras Presi-
S dency, to the ‘Chief- Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
-+ ¢ Madras, 15th June 1871, No. 647. ) :

" Thave the honour, with reference to memorandums, No. 150 of the 31st ultimo,
., and No. 160 of the 14th instant, from the Under Secretary, to submit, herewith, two
~ copies of Part IIL of the ** Hill Ranges of Southern India,” wnich contains, among

. other places, an account of the Mahendragiri Hill, just received from the publishers,
_ ._Mle's;srs.‘Higg‘inhotham and Co., Madras. - ' '

pa - PR B Y

~ Fiom F. J. V. MINCHIY, Bag,, Manager of the Aska Sugar Works, o the Actin
o “ Chief Secretary to- Government, Fort 8t. George, dated Aska, 19th
L hég %tender my #pologies for having 5o long delayed in rép}ying. ta your
5 thére i no-dbjestion whatever to the ~Miemoranduim dated 30th March, which,
1 fhct, “whatevor it done_would find Jiowever. ~ondy reachel me at the end of

lling belpers in thie Ganjam people, official and | 0~ L, . oonmad \
vt ol Of cour, or e Sadvs Fesionsy  APF owlig 0 my absanco in Madras. T
“teither imegm?;r:ﬂﬁxmm};;? 1:{&%1- shouldhave replied theretosome tinjeback
EW A ﬁ) 3 OF VO e X1 IBRCY: 18- stor R P & N SRR A et .
7 hill ptations in the south are cablly sysitable snd hed. I not Jearned that the Acting Collec:
00+ ready-made, ‘Tf this want dovs, Nowever, exist in - fop of this district, F. C. Carr, aq., had
" Galavita, this acheme canbe cartied out for & cov. Gl e diring his SBviekton

. “cotnparatively small cutlay  no_gre S

diffeilty, -

>
w0

16 hiot seaso woRNl e oL itrest to all converned
in the furtherance of the sanitavium, I arranged with th Sollector a simultaneous
obsetvation: of: the thermometer during bis stay on. the hill at- three periods of the
. day, viz., sutirise, hoon, and sunset, at Aska, Gopaulpore, and Mahendra, on the 22nd

R &mg a,‘.vyi_s‘ft" afth& h‘t%i'gkt ofitl

. and23rd ay’.}_fyfﬂhé"readin'gswemj as folldvff;‘%—'-' , :
| Placeamd Date.  Sunrivé: . Noos..  Sunsel. ¢

d May..ooo 880 88 88 4

re, do. ... 880 B8 B4

40, hveve e o T8 TTR 4 .

- Asks, Yiuis .. 847 OB 90
. Gopaulpore, do. «.c.coveeeninnns 83" 91 85
-',Mali“endm,ﬁ-do; [ETPTTORIRUNIIRNRE (- SERIETE | . SR ¥4

The rehiling 6h’M§hendn at sunrise of 24th "Va.vs‘699 L
 Thewe thermometers were all carefully compared and fowid to vorrespond with
e e the one at Asks, which was tested by
~ The whole tims I was there there was no sea- . . ..
,breez:;.w I :holﬂd‘think that the ¢dast breezes, Capl_:am Mﬂrmy dm'mg his visit S0 me
which are the result of different temperatures of last October and foand to agree with the

sea and land, are so strietly loeal and confined ° . .
to sea coast that even on the Mahendra, only thir- standard thermometer be had with him.

teen miles off, they are constantly unfelt. 1t was It was so far unfertunate for the

& west or west-south-west wind which generally . .
blew when wo were up thero, thuugh, I betieve, the abeve vbeervations that this has been a

‘wind below was 'lengshiors. . _ wonderful eoel season, for I find by my
et e B - F C:C. o ‘. diw “m “;wtua]‘!m“m
ut Aska stond st 105° ot ¢ pac. and on 30th May 1870 at 105° at
1 the readings abowe gives, that while the ther-
noan of 28rd than ik staod at the same hour on

- when the sun was clouded one sonld walk St L oo T R
:nfhéfhiﬂ il quite late in. the day. g . found the temperature exceedingly ples:

 bill, and T aim hiappyto bo able to-say

- -and enlightened man, and would gladly do what

M Minchinwe T oo

- My opinioh is'
" ble. A waikable gl pre:
‘bably I think on the Sarvakota side—we came
~down the Bodasinggs, ani -it was Yoy abrapk),
 bungalows built, and there is, 1 think; na foe
* . . utihealthinesd ; Hut, of course, the-epace is

* limited That it will never be-more than' w eaxii
‘tarium for thase who cannot afford to go o Dar
+ Jeeling or the hills; and will never bs adavourits

22nd, the difference on the Mahendra was only 2;§, or just one-half of the diﬁ'ereﬁca;
The readings at Gopaulpore would no doubt represent the readings at Barwah on the
same dayg, and thus give the temperature at the proposed sea-side sanitarium also ;

We went over every available spot of the hill, bulzhere again I think it well to remark

?nd there isscerot?;'::’ly no I{Mk ofI tl;(nilding sites that, owing to the unusnally low tempera-
Or any number of houses that are likely 4o be re- ¢, 3 : s : ’
quired, and with small exponse walks might be ture in the interior, the usual longshore

cut about the hill. - winds were not blowing, and that conse-

ST ; "ECC. - quently the temperature on the coast was
higher on those days than is usual at the season of the year. 1 find, however, the
noon-day readings of the thermometer; on 22nd May 1869 and 1870, were 889 88°
respectively, and, on 23rd May 1869 and 1870, 87° 88° respectively. '

_ I think well of both projects. I can say from personal observations, having
twice visited the hill, that there are excellent sites at both. Barwah and Mabendra
for building purposes, and I have the authority of the Collector for saying that if
there were any ad vantage he would transfer the Sampetta Sub-Magistrate to Barwah
at the ‘mere cost of a.new: Sub-Magistrate’s cutcherry less the price realized by

selling the pi‘ééph'ﬁ',btjé;" and that h would also from local fands make the specified
road to the foof of the hill: ‘The’ghaut would have to be made by the establishers
of the sanitarium, How far it would ‘be advisable or profitable to the Steamer
Agency to have two purts of call so close to one another as Gopaulpore and Barwah
(thirty-five miles), is quite anather question. My own opinion is that & canal from
Gopaulpore to Barwah, or probably nearer to the foot of the hill, would be the more
feasible plan. s : :

Im also authorized by Mr: Carr to say that he thinks highly of the project,

Although the -thermometer. did not go down and from his own personal observation is.
80 low as I expected, the focling of the aﬁmaq;& _of opinion that there are ample sites for =~ = .. .

e o imoaable it o ayprossiveness, a8d i\ ding purposes pi tho hill, and thathe

_;Ffr,,z ', sant and the hillin every ,way adapted to . - ..

© . asanitariom,

ar heard any complaint of tha unhealthiness of the hill;~ '~ - -

o:whom the hill belorigs, assufes me thatitis -~ =

it also regarding the Ieasingofmtes

that he is most iillihg_‘to_'bﬁ‘qriléaaé:s’;tz rgon.
" thie most réasonable termsy indéed, he is

' The Mundags Zemindsr s a most agroenble

-in every way-desiteus of promoting the - - |
y ... -views of Messrs. Palmer and Murray,and =
af, the whole scheme I8 feasl: I think it but just’to him to observe that © . .

put mightesaily bo mads (pro- this native gentloman: is, in my expe- .

rinoo, the'mpst enlighitéried Zomindaxof - - ¢ -

this district, 4ud has reteived, with the
most friendly hospitality, the many Ear-. -
peans that have visitéd him and ‘the hill S )

(s nd foar

 Place of resort. Barwabis, no better and: ne. during the last ten years. Iam confident, o

‘worse than any otlier place along:aur cdast, bub.

thero is not much open. building grousdabout it. therefore, that any proposals made to him

_(Signed) F.C.CARR, - . under the approval of the Government
0o Adbing Agent.  will be met with, the most cheerful and

'.wiliing ac{ihiesbehce; ~In this opinion I venture to bespeak thenmdhrm;cé_ of



Megsts. G. 8. Fo:bes, 1; b Caxmxchael and G. H. Bllis, lato ' Colleotors of this
district, and, a8 I forward this letter through the Actmg Collector, Mr. Carr, 1leave
to him the expression of his oWn opinion. '

, v A L —

P. 8.—I am mncb obliged for copy of the report wlnch has only just
_reached me.
., R DL ‘ ' F.J.V. M.




St aelathth b

. Procecdings of the Madras Government, Public Department,

| ‘gfﬂmz‘ 1871 | @ gntw | -  6th January 1862.

S No:-11.- - Read the following lettey f}om G. 8. FORBES, Esq., Collector and Agent in
. _ , Ganjam; to T. PYCROFT, Esq., Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
. - C dated Parlakimidi, 7th December 1861, No. 327.

[ : & ] Para. 1. With reference to the enquiries instituted by Government some time since through

the Medical Department regarding hill ranges suitable for sanataria, I have the honor to report

A for the information of His Excellency the Governor in Council, the result of two excursions

SRR undertaken by mysclf and other gentlemen in the district to the summit of the Mahendragiri

- From Gowmt of - : ; mountain which is distant about 20 miles from the Sea coast, North latitude 18-57, longitude

| Fort Bt. George, S East 84-24.

' : : 2. The first ascent was undertaken on the 9th October from the eastern side of the moun-
tain by Messrs, Minchin, Hooper and myself; the approach is by a somewhat circuitous path
which winds for several miles between the lower spurs of the range, then follow about six miles
of very casy and gradusl ascent until the path faces the steep side of the higher portion of the

. mountain, from this point to the summit a distance of perhaps 1} or 2 miles the way is extremely

- toilsome. After surmounting this difficulty we found ourselves on a saddle of about 4 miles in
length at an altitude ranging from 4,000 to 4,900 feet, varying in width and slope and in parts
narrow, but affording ample ground for numerous houses and gardens.

.

Dated 19ik July 1871, | No.
Y Enclosures ’

5 Spare copita

3. The surface is covered with grass for a considerable space with here and there small
woods, in which are to be found the wild raspberry and violet and the ferns and orchids common
to the hill ranges of the Peninsula. In parts however the saddle is bare and rocky, springs of
pure water are to be found in several places. During our first visit which was in October the
Thermometer ranged from 58 to 73 and on the second occasion in November from 435 to 61.

) - DON.. - ' 'D'

4. On the very highest point of the hill is a small stone pagoda formed of stones of such
bulk that the wude of its construction is not easy to be conjectured. The height of the build-
ing, which is four-sided, may be about 22 feet; the basement occupies an area of about 13 feet
square and is formed of four blocks of stone of about 10 feet in length by 3 feet in breadth and
of the same thickness, three layers each consisting of four blocks surmount the basement and on

_ tke top of them is laid a single block 8 feet square by 4 feet thick finished by a circular stone
carved like a coronet and of about 5 feet in diameter.

5. The entrance barely admits a man, and in the interior is the stone symbol held sacred

‘eby the Lingayets ; close by this pagoda is a station of the Trigonometrical Survey, and from this

"~ point the coast may be traced from Ganjam on the north, to Calingapatam on the south. The

,view to south-west ranges over the greater 'part of Parlakimidi; behind the range or rather

’on its western side runs a deep valley, on the opposite side of which rise the numerous and exten-

* sive hill ranges occupied by the independent Sourah tribes; some of these hills are but little
inferior in height to the Mahendragiri. ‘To the north and north-east are distinctly traceable
the Jarada, Jalantra, Bodarsingee, Soorungee and Chikati Hill Zemindaries and the talooks of
Itchapore, Moherry and part of Poobaconda. The Mundasa Zemindasry extends from the east
face OF‘;‘ange to the sea shore, Besides the small pagoda already described on the summit of
the mduntain, there are two others rather lower down of more elaborate carving and greater size,
they differ in outline but both are of forms common in Orissa; three or four other similar struc-
tures are to be found in the neighbouring woods in various stages of ruin. Messrs. Hooper, Lane *
and myself discovered during our second ascent which was.made with a view to ascertain the

= +papubilitics of an approach*from the western valley, the remains of an inscription in the Tamul
character but we had nct the leisure or the means to pursue our examination so far as to decipher
complete words. There are also inscriptions in Oriya and Teloogoo and some other character
resembling the Mahratta. The Natives can give no distinct account of these buildings, but one :
tradition ascribes them to the ¢ Pandevas” perhaps identical with the Pandian brothers who
{formed the dynasty of that name in the scudl, ?

Sibmiﬁin the opinions of certain gentlemen
on the propgsition of Messrs. C. -Palmer and
W. & Murray to establish a sanitarium on the
Mahendragiri Hill and ono at the Port of Barwah.

L'
6. We found the ascent from the long valley on the western side of the hill comparatively
easy and capable of being rendered more so at u trifling outlay in clearing junzle.  If further |
exploration appears to the Government desirable on public grounds, I would undertake to have
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Proceedingg ,of“‘ﬂi;‘ﬁzia{ms Government, Public Department, ¥
e 6tk January 1862.

L

A A
N

this done by the Sourahs if five hundred Rupees are placed at my disposal ; it will be desirable

. . NN ity of
among other things to ascertain the state of the springs in the hot weather and the salubrity
the climate at that season.

7. We observed numerous and extensive valleys of fertile soil suitable for the growth of
Coffee and a plateau where the cinchona tree would probably thrive.

8. As the valley which divides the Mahendragiri range from the biil tracts of the indf{Pe_nf
Sourahs to the west extends from, the Jacada Zemindary completely into the Paclakimid
country, a line of communication along this part of the Sourah border might be very easily secured
by clearing a wide road trace along the western side of the valley for the entire distance ; for | .
Military;purposes, and more especially for Police patrol such a line would be of some value. If
therefore the Government approve such an undertaking, the Court of Wards would I am per
suaded co-operate on behalf of the estate in the -undertaking by supplying funds for that portion

of the trace which isin the Kimid; limits, and which comprises in fact the larger portioa of the
line. S .

dent

ek —
s sUN T 9_15,9}_33\ Pwwswek, 6th January 1862, No. 7.
‘ Referred to the Department of Public Works where the subject of the concluding paragraph °
will receive consideration.

|
|
. 2. The Government do not deem it advisable for the present to incur any expense in cleariog ' 5 |

‘34\ ) ":*'v & o
Bacagraph 6, the road up the hil, o B Bl
(Signe) T. PYCROFT, | |
| ' Chief Secrebaryy :
T \% |
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