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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
18th July 1871.

No. 155. Read the following letter from the President of the Municipal Commis-
“sion, Salem, to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St.
George, dated Salem, 5th July 1871, No. 64 :—

With reference to G. O., No. 619, dated 9th May 1871, paragraph 24, calling
for a list of institutions to be taken over by the Municipality, I have the bonour
to subntit certain questions, raised by the bommlssloners, on which they desire to
obtain the views of Government.

(i.) Whether, in the event of the Commissioners taking.over the two Town
Schools (which are of the standard of Government Taluq Schools), the presc»nt
srant-in-aid will be continued to those schools; and

(ii.) Whether the Commissioners are expect,ed to contribute to the twenty-
even Pial Schools now aided under the result system.

2. The Town Schools of Salem were established on account of the limited
.ccommodation in the Zillah School, and they have been regarded es branch insti-
tutions. The course of study pursued in these Town Schools is the same as
that in the Taluq Schools, and eventually they will receive the Zillah School of all
the lower classes. The rate of school-fee is eight annas for the 3rd Class and four

mnas in the two lowest, which will be raised as these Town Schools advance.

3. The Commissioners desire that the Government grant-in-aid to the stafl of
these schools be continued, as these institutions appear to come under one of the
sxceptionsin pa.ragraph 2 of the Government Proceedings, No. 563, dated 28th April
1871, and it appears to the Commissioners that their efforts should be chiefly devoted
¢0 the maintenance and the improvement of the class called Village Schools. The
.Jommlssxoners are, however prepared to undertake the management, provided they
stand in the same relatlon to the Town Schools as the present School Committee,
the members of which have no objection to transfer them to the Municipality.

4. On the sécond point, the Commissioners observe that, exclusive of the
schools receiving monthly grants-in-aid from Government, there are no less than
twenty-seven schools within the Municipality aided by the payment-on-results’
plan. The annual cost under this system will be about Rupees 2,200, and it

_is doubtful whether the results obtained are commensurate with the outlay.
Without entering fully into the merits of this question, the Commissioners consider
the extension of education will be promoted to a greater degree by supporting fewer
and better-conducted schools, and accordingly they propose to limit the number of
this class to ten, one to each division of the Municipality, and to undertake their
management. The Commissioners will provide school-houses sufficient to accom-
modate fifty boys each, and will appoint certificated teachers. The number of these
schools may be mcreased after tHey have been in existence a year or two. By the
management proposed, the schools will have that steady support and proper
management which will secure stability aud efficiency in imparting sound elemen-
tary instruction.’

5. And, lastly, are the Commissioners bound to entertain all applications that
may be made for grants-in-aid to any schools and to pay all grants that may be
passed by the Inspecting Officer ? These are questions which will have to be decided
before the Commissioners can deterwine upon the amount they are to set apart for
education.
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(True Extract.)

Acting Ohief Secretary.

To the President of the Munioipal Commission, Salem.
Director of Public Instruction.
Presidents of all Municipal Commissions,

”

»

Exd. J. Wright.
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