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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
8th July 1871.

No.68.  Read the following letter from the Acting Magistrate of Chingleput,
to the Acting Chief Secretary to Government, Fort St. George, dated
Sydapet, 3rd July 1871, No. 158:—

I have the honour to forward the Acting Joint Magistrate’s report regarding
the late festival at Conjeveram; it calls for no special remarks. The falling off in
the number of visitors is chiefly owing to the ease with which Conjeveram can be
reached by railway at any time of year, and partly to apprehension of cholera
breaking out.

9. The arrangements appear to have been efficiently carried out, and it is
satisfactory that not a single case of cholera occurred. I also note with pleasure
Mr. Crole’s remarks at paragraph 11 with reference to municipal and sanitary
arrangements for the town.

3. Precautions will be taken to prevent the recurrence of accidents similar
to the one described at paragraph 16, which resulted in the death of one of those
assisting, by havirg the car carefully inspected before being moved at future
festivals.

4. I think the suggestion contained in paragraph 7 a good one, and worth
trying ; if the Hindoo public know that there is a boundary beyond which they can
go without fear of interference, the prescribed limits may probably be respcted,
and the backyards less used.

5. The cost of the arrangements amounted to Rupees 1,127-4-2, or Rupees
122-11-10 less than the last year’s; deducting from this the municipal grant of
Rupees 600 and Rupees 50 contributed by the pagoda, thereis a balauce of Rupees
477-4-2, which, I request, may be sanctioned.

From C. S. CROLE, Esq., Acting Joint Magistrate, to the Acting Magistrate of Chingleput, dated
Vendalore, 26th June 1871, No. 47.

I have the honour to report that, in obedience to G. O., dated 17th May 1871, No. 77,
1 personally superintended the arrangements at the late grand festival at Conjeveram.

2. The festival commenced on the 30th May and ended on the 8th June.

3. -‘The heat was great for several days, but latterly some slight showers and a cool wind
moderated it considerably.

4, pholera had been sporadically prevalent in a virulent form throughout the sub-division
for some ¥ime, but shortly before the feast it had greatly decreased. It had not, however, disap-
peared from several of the surrounding districts, and, during the festival, it was reported to be
prevalent in the town of Madras, in Sydapet, and in certain villages in the Stripermatur Division
of the Conjeveram taluq. Fortunately there has not been a single case in the town either during
the festival or since. There was no other disease.

5. The visitors this year came principally from Madras and from the villages round Conje-
veram ; 7,000 persons came by the railway, and 12,000 passed the toll-bars. 'These numbers show
a considerable falling off in the attendance. I find, forinstance, that in 1869, in which year even
the crowd was insignificant compared with former occasions, the corresponding numbers were
10,852 and 117,037. I have heard this decrease ascribed to the effect of sanitary regulations, -
but the result of personal inquiries made on the spot warrants me in asserting that this causc has
had little or nothing to do with it. There is nothing in the measures adopted at Conjeveram
to which exception is taken by visitors. Just the reverse. I have reason to believe, moreover,
that, at festivals at a distance from Madras, the attendance remains unimpaired in spite of
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restrictions which persons, who were able to compare them with those in force at Conjeveram,
described to me as much more severe. At Conjeveram, it has always been a rule during the
last four years to interfere as little as possible. The falling off may much more reaSonably
be ascribed, first, to the Hindoo religion, as finding expression at festivals at all events,
gradually losing its hold on the people. The ncighbourhood of the Presidency town might
naturally be expected to be first infected with this decay. Conjeveram, of course, feels the effect
before Chellumbram or Madura ; second, respectable people, who come for the performance of
vows or out of curiosity, find that, now the railway is opened, it i3 more convenient and safe to
visit the temple at their convenicnce during the year when the town is not crowded ; and third,
the pomp and show attending the festival has of late years been much curtailed.

6. The water supply was abundant. Tanks were reserved for drinking purposes, for bathing,
and were reserved for washing clothes. I satisfied myself that these sclections were made with due
regard for the convenience of the publie.

7. There were cighteen latrines sct apart for males and twenty for females. Thirty-three
of them were temporary.  Dry-earth was used, and they were well looked after. The great mass
of the public, however, preferred their backyards and the fields outside the town. The Hindoo
does not like latrines, and I am not certain whether it would not be advisable, on future occasions,
to flag off a certain distance round the town beyond which people might follow their own inclina-
tions in this respeet. The configuration of Conjeveram is long and narrow.

8. There were thirteen cart-stands, eight of which are the permanent ones set apart by the
Municipality. .

9. The streets were watered as usual.

10.  The Conservancy Establishment, inclusive of the municipal earts and servants, consisted
of fifty carts, cighty-nine toties, seventeen overseers, and twenty-three peons, Tt wag efficient

11. The state of the town reflects considerable credit on the Municipal Commissioners.
When the fostival commenced, the ordinary establishment, owing to being kept in good working
order, had left nothing to be done in the way of clearing up. This made things much easier.
Rubbish pits were dug on the north, north-cast, and north-west of the town. The contents of
the carts were daily deposited in them. At the close of the festival they were thoroughly covered
with earth.

12. " The usual sanitary rules were printed and placarded.

13. The Dolice force consisted of one hundred and thirty-eight men'of all ranks. This was
sufficient.

14. There were twenty-nine cases of theft, theft in a building, and house-breaking, of which
nineteen were detected, and in which the property lost was Rupees 595-1-9, and that recovered
Rupecs 319-9-9.  There were also one hundred and thirty-four cases in breach of the Police and
Municipal Acts. It should be observed, however, that Kepmaris or professional thieves were in
unusual force. .

15. Tho car performed its journey in forty hours, a movel feature being the number of
Brahmins who were pullinz at the ropes. It appears to share the neglect of the festival. When
it was turning a corner, one of the wooden images, being rotten, tumbled off, and broke the hcad
of a respectable man who was helping to move the wheels. He died. Next year, the cur will be
inspected by a competent officer before it leaves its place. ‘

16, Major Cunliffc, the Superintendent of Police, a3 usual, was present and assisted greatly.

17. The Vice-President of the Municipal Commission, Ramanatayyar, ig a very carnest man,
and was unremitting in his exertions. The other officers also did well.

1S. The expenditure amounted to Rupees 1,127-4-2 against Rupees 1,250 1t
ded.  The pagoda contributed Rupees 50.
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The net charge of Rupees 477-4-2 against Government i3 sanctioned.
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9. The arrangements appear to have been very good, and the result eminently

satisfactory in the absence of disease.
3. The Government note with pleasure the testimony borne to the efficient

working of the Municipal Establishment.
(True Extract.)

Acting Chief Secretary.

To the Acting Magistrate of Chingleput.
Acting Accountant-General.

»

Exd. J. Wright.

.
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