i
Sy

i




Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Depariment,
. 9th August 1870,

No. 47. Read the following Despatch from the Right Honourable the Secretary
of State for India, to His lxcellency the Right Honourable the Governor-
General of India in Councily dated India Office, London, 31st May 1870,

No. 58, (Public):— ' ‘
In continuation of my Despatch of the 24th of March last, No. 20, T herewith
Mr. Muuro, to Colonfal Secy., Grenada, forward, for the information of your Excellency in
B0 Heb. 170, and two nEOMIEE - (huneil, a copy of a report for the year 1869, by the
Immigration Agent-General in Grenada, on the Indian immigrants in that Colony,
with its enclosed tabular returns, Schedules A, and B, Tam glad to observe that this

report is in all respects satisfactory.

2. T await areply to my above-cited Despateh to your Lordship in Couneil
relative to the renewal of emigration to the Colony.

Yrom G. G. MUNRO, Esq., Immigration Agent, to the Colonial Secretary, Grenada, dated Grenada,
21st February 1870,

1 have the honour to furnish you, herewith, for the information of the Executive, an annual
return (Schedule A.) of the Indian immigrants who were in this Colony on the 31st December last,
as compared with those who were in the island the preceding year, showing also those who were
in jail and those in the Colony Hospital on that day under treatment, with the increase and decrease
among them during the year 18G9.

2.  Tuetr NUMBER 1§ 18G9.— From recent inspection of the immigrants and from the semi-
annual returns which employers are compelled by law to furnish this department, I find that there
were in the island, at the close of the past year, 902 men, 358 women, 178 boys, 183 girls under 12
years, and 89 infants, who arc located on 38 sugar and six cocoa estates, making a total of 1702
souls.

3. Tur wcresse 1¥ 1800.—There were no importations of coolics from India this year.
Nine male Indians, however, who had taken passports fromi home some months previously for
Trinidad in the hope to better their condition, returned to this Colony and resumed their places in
the ranks of Indian labourers. Tlese are apparently privileges enjoyed by them on estates hera
which are not obtained in Trinidad.

: The natural increase was 84 boys and 25 girls, equal to 2:46 per cent.

4, Deempass v 1809.~—The sanitary report hereto attached (Schedule B.) exhibits the
mortality which took placc among the immigrants duving the year. There were forty-two deaths,
viz., bwenty-three men,seven women, six boys, and six girls, equal to 2:38 per cent,, which is less than
that of the previous year—the result no doubt of inereased acclimatization among them, as well as to
better care bustowed on the sick on estimates, and to the unprecedented dry season of 1869,

The only casnalty requiring explanation is that of the woman Becporthy, who was found dead
under one of the arches of the Paradise Bridge.  She was of dissolute and vagrant habits, and,
although the Coroner’s Jury certified that she died from starvation, yet she was within reach of both
fuod and medical aid had she sought for the same.

6. Cuiwea axp Oreexcrs.—There were thirty convictions and imprisonments of Indians during
the year, viz, nine for common azsnults, six for petty thefts, three for riotons conduct, threo
for disorderly conduet in the public strects, one for selling rum without Hemse, and. five for breach
of contract,  There was also one eommitted for assanlt with eriminal inteut, but who was acquitted
after trial, and two as dangerous lanaties, but who shortly after recovered, and were, by order of
the Kxceutive, discharged, and returned to labour,
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G. G. MUNRO,

Immigration Agent, Grenada.
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was acquitted after trinl, and two as dangerous lunatics, but who shortly after recovered, and
were, by order of the Executive, discharged, and returned to labor.

6. Faployer and employed.~The relation between the coolies and their employers conti-
nues very sabisfactory. 1 have had no complaints from em ployers, Indeed, the Indian immi-
grant is, on many sugar plantations, the chief’ relianee of the planter for continuous labor.

1. Service-eapired Indians in 1869.—On the 18th June last, the period of service of the
coolies imported by the ship Goldawar in 1859 expired, Although the greater number of
these people were entitled to the veturn passage, yet, under the operation of the Aet No. 390,
which sconred to them the back passage ab the expivation of the udditional term of five years’
sorvice, 180 men, 490 women, seven boys and one girl accepted bountics, and were re~-indentured
fur one year in terms of the Act. These bounties amounted in the aggregate to the sum
of £1,642-10, ‘

OFf this batch of immigrants three men and one girl alone are awaiting an opportunity
{oreturn to Tndia, and to whom eompensation will be paid in terms of the 49th section of the
amended Tmmigration Law until a ship is provided.

SCHEDULE A.

GRENADA,
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Return of the Indian

the yenr ended 31st Decomber 1869.
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