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Procecdirgs of the Madras Government, Public Depar.men:,
8th July 1870.

No. 5, Read the following letter from the Postmaster-General, Madras, to the
Chief Secretary- to Government, Fort Saint George, dated Ootacamund,
13th June 1870, No. 218-329 :—

‘ I have the honour to forward an extract from a letter from the Director-

General of the Post-office of India, No. 769, dated 20th ultimo, stating that it was
never intended that the privilege of franking covers, conceded to His Excellency
the Governor of Pondicherry, shall be extended to the Heads of the Administrations
at Yanam, Karikal, and Mahé, and desiring that the opinion of the Government
should be ascertained on the subject. I accordingly request I may be favoured
with such opinion. ‘

Extract from a letter from the Director-General of the Post-office of India, to the
Postmaster-General, Madras, dated 20th May 1870, No. 769.

“ In reply to your letter, No. 41-229, dated 27th ultimo, I have the honour
“to observe that, under the old Franking Rules, ¢. e., those in force prior to 1866,
‘ the Governors of Foreign Settlements in amity with Her Majesty were privileged
“to send Official Inland correspondence free of charge, and under the rules of 1866
“ and all subsequent rules, such Governors, including the Governor of Pondicherry
in your Circle, retained that privilege, having moreover the additional privilege
“ of receiving such correspondence also free of charge. There has never been any
‘“ authority for the Heads of the minor administrations to exercise a similar privilege,
“ although it was practically conceded to them in 1866 in respect to correspondencé
‘“ addressed to the -Governor, who, as already stated, then became privileged to
“ receive as well as to send official correspondence free of charge.

I am aware that it was stated in your letter of the 9th August 1866, No. 145,
¢ that by a liberal (though incorrect) interpretation of $he term “ Governor” the
¢ Heads of the minor administrations at Yanam, Karikal, and Mahé had practically
¢ exercised the privilege ; butI do not understand from the orders passed by Govern-
*“ ment at that time, that it was intended to authorize any privileges which had
¢ not been authorized before, except in so far as the privilege given to Governors
% of receiving Official Inland correspondence free of charge was additional to what
¢ they previously enjoyed.

“ Perhaps, however, it will be best for you, hefore rescinding the provisional
“arders which you have given, fo ascertain the opinion of the Government of
¢ Madras on the subject.”

No. 6. OrpEr THEREON, 8th July 1870, No. 842.

The Government consider it undesirable that the privilege of franking covers,
which has been hitherto conceded to the Heads of the French Administrations at
Yanam, Karikal, and Mah¢, should be withdrawn.

(True Extract.)

Under Secy. to Qovk;
To the Postmaster-General, Madras.

¥izd, J. Wright.
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