R
Pt s,
M aprely




4.

b

o

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Departméiit, o
30tk June 1870.

Read the following papers :—

No. 119, From the Acting Collector of Malabar, to the Chief Secretary to
Government, Fort Saint George, dated Beypore, 17th March 1870,
No. 30-A,

I have the honour to report on the working of the several Civil Hospitals and
Dispensaries in this District during the year ending 31st December 1869, as directed
in G. O., dated 5th April 1867, No. 358.

Tellichorry, Catient, Majori, Ponani, _ Thc.are are seven Civil Hosplt.als ar}d Dispensaries
Palghat, Cochin, snd Gudalur. in the district, at the places mentioned in the margin,

2. The subjoined statement shows the number of patients who received aid

" from the several Hospitals during the year, as compared with those treated in the

previous year :—

1868. 1869.
- In- Out- | In- Out-
patients, patients. Total. patients. | patients. Total.
RS. RS, RS. RS. RS. R3.
Tellicherry ,o. . ... 80 2,670 | - 2,650 158 3,098 3,256
Calicat... ... ... ... 286 3,946 4,232 410 6,353 6,763
“Manjeri* ... .. .. 63 - 651 714 192 1,462 1,654
Ponanit ... ... ... 8 583 591 98 1,388 1,486
Palghat 91 |- 1,142 1,233 || 176 1,530 1,706
Cochin... .. .. .. 709 6,822 7,531 755 8,191 8,946
Gudalur . e 264 274 4,172 $4,446
Total... 1,237 15,714 17,215 2,063 26,194 28,25’.7—

3. The financial condition of the Dispensaries will appear from the annexed
statement:— :

. . Funded . ‘ . Disburse- i -
Dlspensames. Capital. HOW mvested. Recelpts. ments. Balance.
Tellichefry Not | given
RS. . . . . ' o . *
' On loan to privato B8, A R RS S A F
25,000{ parties at 9 per
Calicut cent, interest.
. Calicu . 500 |t Bagk at5pr.ct, | 3:220 13 0/2,673 10 1| 547 211
500  |In Bank at 4 pr. ct.
26,000
Manje{‘i er aee aae . Cees 2,049 110 1,710 8 5 338 9 b
Ponani e e 563 6 1| 392 5 7| 171 0 6
Palghat ... ... .. Not | given. .
Cochin , ... .. .. 3,600 |~ InBank. (3,557 2 6[2,855 14 0 110 4 6
. Invested...{ 691 0 O } '
Gudalur .. ... ee 4141 1 11 '4,300 911 ereene

® The Manjeri Hospital was opened in Soptember 1868.
T The Ponani Hospital was opened in October 1868,
I’A_Incrrcase not accounted for,
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4. Thehealth of the people was generally good during the period under report,
and no epidemic of any kind prevailed.

It is satisfactory to notice that the number of persons who received medical
aid from the Hospitals showsan increase everywhere, notwithstanding the generally
healthy character of the season, inasmuch as it indicates a better appreciation on
the part of the public of the usefulness of these institutions, and increasing confidence
in European treatment.

5. I will now notice separately the report of the several Medical Officers.

6. Tervicnerry.—There has been considerable improvement in the manage-
ment of the Hospital and Civil Dispensary at this station. The number of
patients treated has increased by nearly fifty per cent. during the year.

The death-rate among the in-patients is high, about eight per cent.; but it
appears that most of the patients who succumbed were almost past hope on their
admission to the Hospital.

The usual financial Statement of Receipts and Disbursements has not been
furnished to me by the Officer in charge of the Dispensary. '

I'have called for it, and any remarks I may have to make on its receipt will be
submitted separately.

7. Cawicur.—The Givil Hospital and Dispensary at Calicut is deservedly
popular, and is frequented by all classes. The building is in good repair and kept
¢lean. © Good accommodation is afforded to in-patients, and every attention paid to
their diet, bedding, &e. When I visited the Dispensary in October, neither the
building nor the bedding was clean, but Dr. Roberts has accounted for these
defects.

I would beg attention to Dr. Roberts’ remarks regarding the treatment of
lunatics in the Hospital. On the completion of the Lunatic Asylum at this station,
which I hope will be finished within the next official year, the inconvenience
complained of will cease.  Until then lunatics must be sent to the D1spensaly for
observation prior to their being sent to one of the existing Asylums in accordance
with G. O., No. 1902, of 18th December 1868.

I was not aware, until the receipt of Dr. Roberts’ report, that there +was
a lunatic in the Dispensary. I have now requested him to furnish me with the
required certificate of lunacy, and on its receipt the lad will be sent to Madras.

Dr. Roberts considers the Hospital latrines to be unsuited to natives, and the
Sub-Committee have sanctioned the erection of new ones with asphalte floors and
accommodation on the “ trough’ principle,

The usual statement showing the funded capital has not been submitted, but

I believe the capital is about the same as last year. The increase in the amount of -

interest realized is due to the interest on Rupees 15,000 withdrawn from the Bank
in September 1868,and lent on mortg age to private parties at nine per cent. Intercst,
the rate paid by the Bank having been only five per cent.

I do not consider the financial Statement of Receipts and Disbursements
embraces ull the transactions of the year, as there is no entry showing the Govern-
ment contrlbutlon in the ‘shape of medicines supplied, &e. It should also bo
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clearly shown whether or not there were any sick pauper travellers treated at the
cost of Government during the year.

8. Maxserr.—The out-houses, viz., cook-room, dead-house, and privies have

been completed during the year. The Hospxtal bulldm g, however, requires petty -
repairs, which will be carried out when the funds admit of the expend1tu1e The

“institution is a great boon to the people of the Ernad and Walluvanad Talugs,
‘in which fever is more or less prevalent throughout the year. It is supported

mainly by local subscriptions, which amounted to nearly 1000 rupees during the
year, Government only contributing medicines, and the pay of the dresser.

‘Owing to the present inadequacy of funds, the operations of this institution
are curtailed. The diet allowed is exceedingly poor, and the supply of clothing
and furniture is very limited. The inhabitants having, as noticed in the last
report, contributed largely to the Calicut Dispensary are unable and unwilling to

pay more for their own Dispensary, and consequently the efforts made to raise

additional subscriptions have not succeeded. -

9, Poxaxt.—A rented building is used as the Hospital at this station, The

" number of patients to whom medical aid was afforded was 1486, and, considering
' that the institution has been only recently established, and is situated in a town

inhabited mainly by Moplahs, who are generally slow to avail themselves of the
benefits of Kuropean medical treatment, the progress made is very satisfactory.
The inhabitants have contributed du: during the year only Rupees 388-6-6, which, with
the Government grant of Rupees 642 for the pay of the dresser, is scarcely sufficient
for the expenses of the institution, and the Managing Committee are compelled,

owing to paucity of funds, to make a small money payment of two annas per head
as maintenance allowance to in-patients, instead of employing servants and dieting
the patients in the building.

In the financial slatement, submitted with the report on this Dispensary, Rupees
R24-15-7 is shown as the balance brought forward from last year’s accounts.
A reference to the accounts, however, shows that the balance at the end of the
year was only Rupees 168. The difference has not been accounted for. An expla-
nation has, however, been called for. Under the head of * Receipts” an item of
Rupees 392-5-7 occurs under ¢ Miscellaneous.” This appears to be an item of expen-
diture, and not one of receipt.

10. Parcmat.—The report received regarding the working of the Dispen-
sary at this station is very meagre. No financial statements have been submitted

~with it. These have been called for, and will be reported on separately when
‘received.

- This Hospital, as the Government are aware, had received very litte support
from the inhabitants of the Palghat Talug, prior to the receipt of G. O., dated 19th
March 1869, No. 355, Public Department. Some Rupees 1000 have been since
collected and lodged in the Calicut Bank. A portion of this sum has been with-
‘drawn to meet the current expenditure.

11. Cocmin.—The popularity of the Hospital at this statlon is steadily increasing

under the able management of Dr. Whitton. The general cleanliness and order |
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which prevails in it, and the uniform attent_io’n paid to the patients, has been noticed
by all who have visited the institution.

It is in contemplation to establish a Sailors’ and a Small-pox Hospital at this
station.

In the financial statement the funds invested in former _years are included
among the items of receipts for, the year, whereas only the interest on them should

be shown in it, the accumulated capital being entered in a separate statement with

particulars of when and howinvested, and the rates of interest obtained.

The subscriptions and donations should also be shown separately, as also the

particulars of contribution by Natives and Europeans under each head.

The aggregate receipts of the year amounted to Rupees 3557-2-6, and the
charges to Rupees 2855-14-0, leaving a balance of Rupees 701-4-6, of which Rupees
501 were invested in the Bank, thus raising the amount of funded capital to
Rupees 3500.

12. Guparur.—The Civil Hospital and Dispensary at Gudalur has also worked

well during the year. The number of patients treated was 4446 against 264 of .

1868. The Hospital isin good order, and is very well managed.

’lhe financial statement shows an increase of expenditure over receipts. This

. 4 », Appears to be due to the balance in hand of 1868, viz.,
Roceiptfoiiieeiese o 4,141 1 11

Lapendituren v o 4300 9 11 Rupees 418-14-3, not having been brought forward in

. i ittt b
Increase... 159 .8 0 the yearsacounts'

o

13. Government are aware that the improvement of the Manantoddy Hospital,

and the establishment of a similar institution at Vythery, has been for some time
under consideration. I regretto have toreport that the scheme has made but little
progress. The planters in North Wynaad have not come forward with subscrip-
tions, and seem to be unwilling to support the Hospital when the improvements
are carried out. At present the condition of the institution is most deplorable.

Government pay Rupees 150 per mensem to Dr. Cream for attendance and medicine.

More than that they have declined to do. The consequence is that the building is
very much out of repair-and in a most filthy state. No sweeper is employ ved, and
the condition of the inmates may be more easily imagined than described. Some
remedy must be afforded, and if Government are disposed to consider favourably
the reduction of the grant to Dr. Cream, and the expenditure of the amount so
saved in the up-keep of the establishment, I will submit my proposals in a more
detailed manner.

14. Rupees 1632-4-0 have been paid on account of subscriptions to the new
Hospital at Vythery. Rupees. 1330 still remain to be paid, but Iam very doubtful
if the planters will pay up their promised subscriptions. T recently sent a circular
requestmg early payment and the answers I have hitherto received are not
encouraging. There is every prospect of the ensuing year being exceedingly
favourable for coffee, and should this anticipation be realized, we may succeed in
getting the subscriptions collected. A medical officer has recently settled at

~ Vythery, and the planters are not, therefore, in such need of medical attendance as’

formerly.

Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
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No. 120. From the Collector of Malabar, to the Chief Secretary to Government,
Fort Saint George, dated Calicut, 14th April 1870, No. 36.

With reference to the Official Memorandum received from the Under Secretary

Tellichorry. Palghat, to Government, dated 9th instant, No. 81, I have the
Calicut, Ponani. o . . :
Cochin. Gudalar. honour to forward the accompanying Dispensary
Manjeri,

Reports, as noted in the margin, for the past year, and

_to request that they may be returned to this office when no longer required.

No. 121, OrpER THEREON, 30th June 1870, No. 824.

In the letter above recorded the Acting Collector of Malabar submits a report
on the working of the several Hospitals and Dispensariesin the Malabar District
for the year 1869. °

2. Thereport is, on the whole, very satisfactory, both as regards the financial
condition and the management of these institutions.. The number of persons
receiving medical aid at the Hospitals and Dispensaries has very largely increased,
although the year has been unusually lealthy, indicating, as remarked by the
Acting Collector, a better appreciation on the part of the public-of: the usefulness
of these institutions, and increasing confidence in European treatment.

3. The attention of the Department of Public Works will be directed to the
necessity of completing, atan early date, the Lunatic Asylum at Calicut, there being
no means available at the small Hospitals and Dispensaries of tha Distriet for the
proper control and treatment of the insane.

4. Itis gratifying to find that the Hospital at Ponani has proved useful, and
that the Moplahs are so willing to avail themselves of the benefits of the institution.

5. 'The Hospital at Cochin continues to maintain the high character which it
has acquired under the able direction of Dr. Whitton.

6. The Government learn with satisfaction that the inhabitants of Palghat
have come forward and contributed 1000 rupees to the support of the Dispensary
which was reported last year to be in an unsatisfactory condition.

7. 'The Government regret to learn that the planters in Wynaad evince so -
little disposition to contribute to the improvement of the Manantoddy Hospital, and
to the establishment ofa similar institution at Vythery.

8. The Government will be prepared to consider the propriety of a reduction
of the allowance to Dr. Cream, with a view to providing for the cost of the Hospital
Istablishment, on hearing from the Collector the result of Lis appeal to the
planters of Wynaad for the subscriptions which were formerly promised.

(True Extract.)

4

H. E. STOKES,
Under Secy. to Govt.
To the Collector of Malabar, with original reports returned.

y»  Inspector-General of the Indian Medical Department
,»  Public Works Department.

s  Sanitary Commissioner.
Exd. J. Wrnight.
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