


Proceedz'ngs of the Madras Government, Public Department,
22nd June 1870.

No. 84.

Read the following letter from the Acting Sub-Collector in charge

of the Kistna District, to the Chief Sceretary to Government, I'ort Saint
George, dated Masulipatam, 8th June 1870, No. 1975 :—

- With reference to the marginally noted correspondence, I have the honour to

From Collr. to Gort.,
Jan. 18;0,

No. 433, Slst  submit the report upon the sanitary and other arrange-

© Frow Govt., No.172, 12th Feb. 1870 yents made in this district on the occasion of the festi-
_ vals which came off lately.

2. The subjoined tabular statement exhibits the places at which arranzements
had to be made, the amount expended, that recovered by the sale of materials, and
the net cost to the State at which these arrangements were carried out:—

Amount realized |

Names of Places. AmolunI.t‘: fg)-e,nf by the Sale of L\e.t amémdnt

at cach Lestival. Materials. expended.

o BS. A. T. RS. 4. P. RS. A. P
Kotappakonda ... ... ... .. ... .. 202 2 1. 22 3 3 179 14 10
Bezwada v e . e e 76 11 1 2715 8 48 11 5
Mangalagiri... ... ... ... . . 169 5 8 69 10 0 99 11 8
CMuktyala Lo L L L L 3 7 0 312 0 29 11 0
Akeripally ... ... ... .. .. . . 31 4 7 ... 5 1 4
Ajyulur,., v e e 11 4 0 S 0 0 3 40
'\chore e 2 0 0 ... 2 0 0
Ixallapglh 1013 0 ... ... .. 10 13 0
o _awall| 508 12 = | 181 811 | 877 8 3

Detailed bills in adjhstment of thie net charge of Rupees 377-3-3 incurred for

‘the festivals have been submitted to the Accountant-General, and the charges

incurred adjusted. Considering the importance of the festivals, and the largeness
of the gatherings, it will be seen that all these arrangements were carried out witha

‘judicious economy.

3. The festivals at Kotappakonda and Mangalagiri being the most important
of al}, Twas present at the former station, aided by the Deputy Collector on generul
duties, while the Acting Head Assistant Collector supervised the arrangements at
the second station and at Bezwada. 4

4. Ishall now describe, briefly, the arrangements made at Kotappakonda The
position of this hill, together with the naturc of the surrounding country, having

“been depicted in a former year’s report, it will be suflicient if I now confine myself to

the nature of the arrangements only. Anticipating that the remarkable manner in

- which these festivals have passed oft without loss of lifeand property, would induco
-a larger number of pilgrims to “résort to the shrine, a larger extent of ground than

~utterly unfit for human consumption.
" 15 generally known as the Sambhulingam’s tank.

usual was set apart as the encamping-ground. Sites were marked out for carts.
Temporary latrines were constructed, police force picketted at proper quarters; the
chicf thing was to sccure from contamination any tank or other receptacle which
I found that water in almost all the wells was
The only receptacle of gocd water was what
The police were ordered to be

contained good drinkable water.

~carcfully on the watch, to prevent the water in it from being fouled by the pilgrims
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bathing in it,&ec.; by these means the tank was kept tolerably clean. 1t was, howcvcr’ :

perfectly fmpossible, with the small foree of police and mohatads, to put an entire
stop to the washing of persons and clothes in the tank and the watering of bullocks,
The people scemed to take a delight in disobeying the orders, and while 2 constab.]e
ivas hauling some expiring devotee out of the water, a dozen others would ruzh in
and take advantage of the opportunity. Large pots were provided for the bullocks t'o
drink out of; but they or their masters declined to make use of 'ch.em, and made their
way into the tank from whence they were not to be dislodged ’fll‘l they had dm%nk
their fill. It is no easy matter to cstimate the numbers present in such a moving
crowd as came to the festival ; but on all hands it was agreed that there were more
than in any previous year. Last year Mr.Comyn es‘timated 70, QC}O, and I suppose this
vear there may have been 10,000 more. To keep this host in order there were
present about sixty constables, all of whom could nof, of course, be on duty at .the
same time. That they met with tolerable success in checking nuisance,and arresting
thicves, is duc to the active exertions of Mr, Egan, the Assistant Superintendent of
Police ; in such a crowd it was imposzible to ride even if the tom-toms and barbers’
bands were not enough to terrify the quietest horse. Mr. Egan, therefore, had fo go
round on foot, in the hottest part of the day, secing that his men were at their posts
and attending to their work. The arrangements at tho camping-grounds reflected
great eredit on Koti Subba Row, the General Deputy Collector, who was also
unwearied in his exertions during the days the festival lasted,

5. 'The number v1 woen und eutile vougtlyated about the hill annnally is so
largo that at least there should be two good-water rescrvoirs atthe foot of the hill on
which stands the temple. There is  tank which breached some years ago. If thiswere
repaired the difficulty of water for the visitors would be, to a great extent, obviated,
as itis at the opposite end of the camping-ground from the present tank. A Komati
has expressed his willingness to do what is required, provided that the land inside the
buni be relinguished by the ryots who now hold it for grazing purposes. A report
has been called for, and steps will be taken to get the work carried out. ’

6. In connecxion with this festival I beg to bring to the notice of Government
that the cx-Zemindar of Narsarowpett, who, as the Dharmakarta of the temple,
eppropriates to his own privofe use all the offerings, &e., in the temple, takes no
interest whatever in looking after the wrrangements for the people, nor does he
contribute any portion of his receipts, which are estimated to be noless than Rupees
10,000, towards the espenses incurred by Government in the conservancy of the

festival, : _ SR

7. At Bezwada and Mangalagiri the arrangements were supervised by the
Acting Head Assistant Collector, aided by the Deputy Inspector-General Captain
Tennant, who had come into the district on a tour of inspection. The afmnge-

‘ments made are so fully detailed in Mr. Grahame’s letter that it is not necessary to
recapitulate them here.  The arrangements at the other stations were carried out
by the Tabsildars and Sub-Magistrates concerned, |

8. Adverting to the  Kalliana Sarassu,” referred to in paragraph 14 of

Mr. Grahame’s report, I beg 4o state that, at the recommendation of Mr. Wilson, the

Board sanctioned, from Local Funds, a sum of Rupees 400 in their Proceedings,
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dated 7th May 1868, No. 3206, for clearing out the tank, but no work has as yet
beendone. The Superintending Engineer, who was addressed on the subject, states
that not even Rupees 1636, to which amount the Range Officer prepared a revised
estimate, would suffice. The tank being revetted with stones, arranged In steps,
the Superintending Engineer states that none of the ordinary appliances could be
worked. ““For the benefit of the town, and asa preventive sanitary measure for the
district,” Mr. Wilson suggests that the Coneru should ¢ be emptied by means of
screws, its bottom cleared, and the springsexposed.” Copies of the Head Assistant
and General Deputy Collector’s letters are enclosed.

Sr—

From W. F. GRAHAME, Esq., Acting Head Assistant Collector of the Kistna District, to the
Acting Sub-Collector in charge of the Kistna District, dated Kanchekacherla, 2nd May
1870, No. 131.

I have the honour to report that the festivals at Mangalagiri, Bezwada, Muktyala, Akeri-
pally, and other places in this Division, have all passed off without any sickness. A statement of
the expenses incurred is herewith sent.

2. A report (vide letter, dated 18th March 1870, No. 67,) on Akeripally festival has
already been sent. ‘ '

3. DBezwapa.—The Sivaratri festival at Bezwada was held on the 28th February and 1st
March, : _

4. Nuupzr oF Visrrors.—The number of visitors from various partsof thie district was
estimated at 10,000, including many hundreds of sweetmeat sellers, sellers of kunkuma, (So%3
turmeric, alum, and lime juice,) and srichoornam, ({$is~¥o turmeric and rice-flour,) of which are
made the distinguishing religious marks on the foreheads of Hindoos, sellers of glass, sealing-
wax, and wood wrist ornaments, (vmen o) _Temer SHew 505’:3&:9»,) fruit, cloth, &c., in fact
almost every thing a Hindoo could require. It struck me that there were far more women than
men in the crowds that came.

5. DMajor T. B. E. ’i‘ennant, Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Northern Range, happened
to be stopping with me at the time, and we went through the whole town, inspecting the polico
and sanitary arrangements, which were both very good.

6. Crrue.—There was one case of theft during the festival; a man stole an upper cloth
(eoxs 5 o) wrapped round some rice-powder from one of the pilgrims. As he was an old
offender I sentenced him to cighteen months' rigorous imprisonment after the festival was over.,
That was the only erime committed during the festival.

7. Accroexts.—On the first day of the celebration two boys, nine and ten years of age,
respectively, inhabitants of Bezwada, were drowned in the Kistna. They were begging Brahmins,
and were drowned while begging from pilgrims who were bathing in the river. They had gone
into the water to get some pice from a pilgrim, and slipped into a large hole in the bed of the
river. The under-sluices on the north side of the anicut opened out where the hole is ; and the
bodies must have been carried down the stream, for they have not been rccovered to this day.
There were no children lost belonging to any of the pilgrims. One child was brought to me which
bad been found in the bazaar. I kept him for o couple of henrs, and then his svandfather turned
up, .a respectable old Mussnlwau of Beawada, The child had strayed from the steps of the house
down the bazaar some 400 or 500 yards, and had been unable to find his way back, being only three
years old.

8. Heavrm or Prrormvs.—Notwithstanding the large number of pilgriras there was abso-
lutely no sickness at Bezwada. '
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When Major Tennant and I were going round through the crowd we saw that the sweetmeoat
sellers had large quantities of a composition. sold in balls called jidilu (£8e0), made of sugar
and water and gingely-oil in which gingely-oil sceds are mixed, as many as it will hold. This
sweetmeat, if caten, causesviolent purging, and induces intense thirst, which no quantity of liquid
will assuage. I presume these effects are caused by the gingely-oil and oil-seeds. The smell is
strong, coarse, and rank ; the taste even through the sugar is bitter and pungent, not unlike that of
croton-oil in my opinion.  As the sweetmeat almost invariably brings on diarrheca and very
often dysentery, I did not allow any of it to be sold. T went round myself to every sweetmeat
scller, and personally examined his wares ; wherever I found the jidilu I explained to him the
deleterious effeets they produce, and asked him to give them up. The vendors in no case declined
to give up the jidilu. They were quite aware of the noxious nature of the sweetmeat. In many
cases, when I asked a sweetmeat seller if he had jidilu, he said he had not; but on my
proceeding to search his baskets, which I did in cvery case, not having implicit confidence in tho
geller’s word, I would find large quantitics of jidilu under harmless swectmeats, cakes, and
betel leaves. I had the jidilu taken away by talug peons and tram.pled into pools of mud, thus
rendering it impossible for any one to eat them. I have never scen a notice of this sweetmeat
in any report upon festivals, Therefore I have said so much about them, thinking it right to
bring their existence and sale under the notice of Government. It is not impossible that
outbreaks of diarrhea and even cholera may be due to the sale and consumption of large quantities
of the jidilu. ' '

9. Lurrisgs.—There were eight latrines put up at Bezwada, two on the banks of the river,
two under the hill north of the town, two in the Kottapeta or new town, and two between the
_ Bunder and Ellore canals. They were much frequented by the pilgrims, but during the night of

the 28th February the north bank of the Bunder canal in Bezwada was rendered perfectly impas-
gable by pilgrims turning almost every square foot of it into an unenclosed latrine, However, as

there were many scavengers in the town, the bank, which is a regular thoroughfare, and along
which runs the Hyderabad road, was thoroughly cleaned at an early hour next morning.

10.  Car Fesmivan.—The car festival tock place on the 1st March. As there were so many
persons in the town I was “afraid some accident might take place. I, therefore, determined to be
present myself, under the slightly erroncous impression that drawing the car from the temple down
the street and back again would take perhaps an hour at the most. I went down to the temple at
5-30 r.ar,, and found the street crammed with an excited crowd waiting for the car to be drawn.
The car began to move a little after 6 p.3t. It was drawn by means of two strong ropes pulled by
every onc who could get close enough to take hold of them. The car went down the street in
which the temple is situated, and which is inhabited chiefly by dancing-girls and Komaties, The
path of the procession was down to the Bezwada travellers’ bungalow and back again. The
processicn was headed by a body of dancing-girls, followed by an cnthusiastie Mussulmzn (1) Who
had drilled all the boys in the town into clapping their hands in tune, and shouting in succession
all the names of god ending each with *“ Govinda hara ! hara” or Shiva ! hail 'hail ! When the
procession reached the place where the ecar was to turn, a danee was exeeuted by the dancing-
girls in honour of the god, while the ropes were removed and fastened to what had i)ecn the baz,k
but now became the front of the car. The heat, dust, and smell exceeded anything I cver
experienced before ; and I was heartily glad when the car at last got back to the temple which
it did at past 10-30 p.x1., or nearly five hours after it had started.  The procession was ordered to
go at a slow pace all through, because the strect is very narrow, and I was afraid not merely of
the car (which is twenty feet hizh and very heavy) golng through some of the house walls, ’but

also of people being run over. There was a large body of police who manazed to kéep the car
going at a steady quict plan.  Just at the end I saw that this was not a useless precaution. In the
last twenty yards those drawing the car made a rush to get it back to its place. One of the torch-
bearers (who were all women) hurried on with the rest; her foot elipped, and she fell in front of
the wheel of the cat.  The crowd was very thick just then, but cvery one was trying to get out of
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the way as the car was coming in right oa top of them. The woman could not get up, and must

‘have been run over had I not fortunately been just beside her, and pulled her out by main force-

T was not an instant too soon, for the wheel was on her petticoat which was torn as I pulled her
away. This was the only approach to an accident during the rathochavam (5@"35 ;(,o) or car
festival.

11. Mivcaracinr.—I was present at Mangalagiri and supervised the sanitary arrangzements
for the festival, which commenced on the 9th, and ended with 19th March,

12, Ou the 26th February I heard that Major Tennant was at Mangalagiri, and, with a view
to having the benefit of his advice and experience, I rode out to the town, inspected the ground,
and discussed with him, and the Sub-Magistrate, the arrangements to be adopted.

13. Saxitarioy.—Before the festival orders were given to the inhabitants of the town to
whitewash their houses and clean their backyards. These orders were obeyed, and the town
looked like a new town when the festival day arrived. :

Larrives.—Five latrines were enclosed, two for males and two for females, one of each on
the cast and west sides of the town, respectively ; the fifth was on the east side of the town, and
was intended by the Sub-Magistrate to supplement the other four. I suggested that for both
males and females to use one latrine was objectionable, and possibly might lead to immorality.
The Sub-Mugistrate said it would not, as Ilindoo males and females goout in company indiscrimi-
nately when they *¢ take their chembus' and go out to the ficlds.

Caxping-Grouxn.—A camping-zround south und west of the town was laid out for carts to
halt in, and was fully occupied. .

Hosviran.—A shed with four or five compartments was put up for a hospital, if it should be
required. T awm happy to say it was nnt nceded. On examining it afterwards it appeared that
some cvil-disposed persons, too lazy to go 150 or 200 yards further, had used the hospital shed as a
latrine, but that was the sole use made of it.

14. Peoparoverv.— Followiug Mr. Wilson’s procedent in 1868, I refused to allow the people
to use the water of the Peddakoveru called Kalliana Sarassu (ETgrgsRey) to make panakam,
They accordingly used other water ; but I am not aware that there was any decrease in the holiness
of the offering.

15. Nuuper or Prigemis.—The number of persons who came to the festival was very large.
Mr. Egan, Acting Aucistant Zuperintondent of Police, the Sub-Magistrate, and I each estimated
it to amount to over 20,000 on the 16th and 17tk Xurch, the great days of the feast on which tho
kalyanam, or marriage of the god (¥9°30), and the car festival (6@’5:5');50) took place. TFrom
the 9th to 15th and on the 18th and 19th the people came in crowds cach morning, and went
away in the cvening to the surrounding villages as far as four miles off; but I doubt if thero
were as many as 10,000 people in the town over the usual population. On the 16th and 17th they
came in and stayed all night. The scene was beyond description, for noise, dust, smell, and lights
combined to confuse the spectator, and the streets were more like a swarming bechive or ant-hill,
than a place full of human beings. From the more elevated parts of the town it appeared a
seething ocean of heads, and the street could no where be seen.

16. Heavrm or Prigrivs.—Notwithstanding the large number of visitors to the festival there
was no sickness. A dresser was in the town, but his services were not required.

17. It was expected that there would be some difficulty about bringing the car back to the
temple, but none was experienced. A little moral influcnce, and the presence of a goodly number
of police to keep the devotees “moving on,”” proved sufficient to bring back to its place the holy
vehiele, which, by the way, is adorned with the most *‘ unholy” carvings I have ever seen.

18. Mouxryara.—At Muktyala the Jaggiapett Sub-Magistrate conducted the sanitary
arrangements for the Sivaratri festival, which took place on the 28th February. N early 6000
people came to this festival, but there was no sickness whatever. Latrines were made for the
use of males and females, :
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"19. - Dayorvr. —The Sub-Magistrate of Nandégama reports that he was present at the
Damulur Sungam Sivavatri festival which took place on the 28th February, and to which nearly
6000 people came.  The festival takes place at the junction of the rivers Maneru and’ Wyra.
As it lasts for only one day, and there is no village neav the place, the Sub-Magistrate did not
erect any latrines,

20. Ivvicr.—The Sub-Magistrate of Nuzid conducted the sanitary arrangements for the
Sivaratri festival at Iyulur on the 28th” February and 1st March. There was no sickness,
although nearly 5000 people attended the festival,

o1. Wevone.—Veeramma Paruntalu’s fair at Weyore commenced on the 12th February
and ended on the 26th February. Tiwo thousand people came to see it, and the sanitary arrange-
ments were satisfactorily made by K. Venkatachellam, Deputy Tahsildar of Nuzid. There was
no sickness, and everything passed off without disturbance.

» r N .
22,  Exprexse.—The expenses incurref were as follow :—

1870. 1860.

RS. A P. | RS. &A. P.
Bezwada... .o .. wn Lo L .. 4811 5 118 6 8
Mangalagiri... w. .. ... -, .. ... 9911 8§ 276 3 7
Mubtyalaw. v i v oo on o . 9911 0 32 910
Damulur... .. . o oo L
Ayulur...- 3.4 0 010 0
Akeripally...... e e eee e e . 3 174, e s
Weyore... ... 200

Total... 186 7 5 427 14 1

I mention what was expended last year, from which you will see that there has been a great saving.

23. In conclusion my best thanks are due to T. Venkatachellam, Tahsildar, and Mr. N. B.
Daly, Inspector of Police, for their excrtions at Bezwada ; Mr, Daly seemed almost to be ubiquitous,
and certainly was iz every place where he was wanting; he is a most active and encrgetic officer ;
also to T. Swami Sastry,’ Deputy Tabsildar of Mangalagiri, and Mr. Egan, who had the police in
most efficient order, and was present in person throughout the festival for the greater part of both
day and night: To the exertions of Mr. Egan and Mr. Daly, and the police, we may ascribe the
fact that there was not a single crime committed at Mangalagiri, and only one at Bezwada ; while
to the sanitary measures so cfficiently carried out by T. Venkatachellam and T. Swami Sastry ig
due, in a great measure; the abscnec of sickness,

- From KOTI SUBBA ROV, Deputy Collector on General Duties, Kistna District, to the Officiating
Collector of the Kistna District, dated Narsarowpett, 3rd April 1870, No. 80.

With reference to your letier, No. 617, dated 12th February last, I have the honour to forward,
herewith, a detailed Statement marked A., showing the expenditure incurred at Kotappakonda in
executing the required works of con servancy consequent on the Sivaratri festival which took place
on the 28th of February last.

2. Of the total amount of Ruapees 230 sanctioned for the purpose, Rupees 202-2-1 have been
spent on the works, leaving a balance of Rupees 27-13-11, which sum, together with Rupees 22-3-3,
being the sale procceds of the materials of police shed, hospital shed, &ec., was credited in the
Taluq accounts under the head ““ Suspense account.”

The next expenditure of Rupees 179-14-10 is more than that of last year by Rupces 6-6-8,
and the cause of the increase is explained below :— _

Being informed in time that the number of pilgrims who visit the hill being yearly on
the increase, owing to the festival passing off in recent years without danger to life and loss of
property, in consequence of the several arrangements made by the Government, I had seven more
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strects and fifteen halting places newly demarcated this year to mect their increased wants. The

experience of the present year, however, shows that some more streets and halting places 1'équi1'e to.

be marked out for the next year, so as to allow the pilgrims better accommodation. The usual -

number of troughs and pots which we at first purchased for the use of cattle being found nog
enough, a further supply of them was procured in time. The water in many of the wells not being
fit for use, they were all fenced in so that the pilgrims could have had no access to them. . We had

“also posted constables to guard them. Fortunately there was this year an abundant supply of-

good water in Samblulingam’s tank for all purposes, .. It was in time cleared and kept ready.
Bathing and washing in it were entirely prohibited as usual, and the prohibition kept the tank
very clean throughout. On the Sivaratri duy people attempted their best to bathe in it,
but no such thing was under any pretence permitted to take place, for their safety depended, to a
great-extent, on the cleanliness of wafer they had to drink.  Some cases were, however, noticed in
which the owners of bullocks, which were not accustomed to drink from troughs we supplied them,
drove their cattle into the-tank, and all that could possibly be done with the small guard we had,

_ we carried out to stop the irregularities attempted to be committed, and to ensure due obedicence

to the orders given them. The Tahsiidar of the Talug having, in person, paid the coolics and
others employed in clearing jungle and doing other works, there is decrease under various heads
below the expenditure of last year, as you will sce from the enclosed Statement 1.

There are a few stagnant pools of avater on the hill in the vicinity of the pagoda. The water
.in them being pronounced to be . quite unfit for human use, the Sub-Collector was kind enough to
issue prohibitory orders that no one should touch it.

3. The people state that the number of pilgrims this year was nearly double the number
that attended.the festival Inst year. ¥rom fifteen days previous to the day of the festival, people
residing in the neighbourhood commenced daily to come, as usaal, in large numbers. and perform
their vows; and return to their villages.” ITadit not been fbrThis, the ﬁﬁmhor of carts would have
been greater than we had on the day of ‘the festival, and the trouble of accommodating them
increased considerably. , ‘

4. Tarrived at Kotappakonda on 21st February, or seven days before the festival, in order
to superintend the required arrangemeuts tobe made. The Sub-Collector and the Police Assistant
Superintendent also came there in time. ‘

5. Police guards have, as usual, been posted at various places. The children missing their
parents were brought to the station shed where they were kept till claimed by their relatives, to
whom they were made over to their greatest satisfaction,

A large number of thicves seem to have come this year and committed theft ; but the polico
having in most cases arrested them with stolen property, and other evidence, they were punished by
the Sub-Magistrate of the Taluq. A peculiar kind of thieving, which was hitherto unknown to us in
these parts, was carried on this year, and the police have very carcfully watched and brought it to
light. 'Three carts, which were made to resemble those of the pilgrims, were brought by some
Xomaties who kept driving them through the strects with their females thereon. The thicves
who were connected with them went about the streets and the halting places, stole property, and
threw it immediately on those carts. The people in charge of them recoived and snrured the cama
underneath the straw already placed in them. Punishment by whipping would have, it scems, no

-effect in their cases, s their immediate release, which they cxpected by any means, would have

afforded them an opportunity of attempting and committing similar offences at the festival of
Mangalagiri, which followed the onc under report. ) ’

6. 'Not a single case of sickness was reported at the festival. .

7. In conclusion I beg to bring to your notice that there is a ruined Kunta, at the foot of the
hill, which breached several years ago. The bed of it, viz., four acres and odd, has been since long
under the occupation of ryots who leave it waste for the grazing of their cattle. As long as the
festival at Kotappakonda continues, I think it is necessary that we should have two scparate
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Igrims, and the other for the watering of their
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tanks, one solely for the drinking purposes of the pi
cattle, and the bathing of the people. The wantof a second tank was much felt this year,as the people
ake water from the tank to some convenient

scemed to dislike at first our orders dirccting them tot
distance and bathe in it. This ruined Kunta, it scems, was originally formed by a Komati, who is

now, I am informed, willing to repair it at his own cxpense for charity, if the ryots should agree
to give up the land in its bed. The Curnum says that the ryots do not wish to doso. In case
ropairved, [ beg you will be good enough to”
azainst the Puttahdars for the

Ty e o
Vi, S

you agree with me in the desirability of the Kunta beiug

authorize me to proceed, under Act VI. of 1857 aud Act i oof 1861
-recovery of the land. It is a matter of much regret that the pensioned Zowindar of Narsarowpett,

who receives, as the Manager of the Pagoda, a large income in the shape of noney, jewels and things

? AR A

offered to it by the pilgrims, takes little or no interest in doing anything which tends to promote

the comfort of the pilgrims.

No. 85. Orper THEREON, 22nd June 1870, No. 778.

The correspondence above recorded contains a detailed account of the police
and sauitary arrangements made on the occasion of the cight piigrim festivals that
have recently taken place in the Kistna District. : '

2. At the small cost of Rupees 377-3-3, all the most neccssary precautions
were taken to protect the health and property of the pilgrims frequenting these

shrines, and of the neighbouring villages.
The result has been most satisfactory; there was no outbreak of epidemic

sickness, and scarcely any crime.
The dangerous car processions passed off without accidents, owing to the

excellent order maintained by the police.
3. The Government have received these reports with much satisfaction, and

consider that they reflect great credit on the Revenue. and Police officials of the

Kistna District.

4, The papers will be communicated to the Magistrates of Districts, whose
attention 1is directed to the alleged deleterious effects of the jidilu sweetmeat,

which is said to be commonly offered for sale at these festivals.
(True Extract.)
R. 8. ELLIS,
Chief Secretary.

To the C‘ollecto; of the Kistna District.
Revenue Department.

2

»  Inspector-General of Police.
;s  Accountant-General.

»,  Magistrate of

. Exd. J. Wrighi.
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