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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
11¢h June 1870.

Read the following papers.:—
No. 54. From Colonel C. A. DENISON, President of the Madras Municipal
Commission, to the Chi¢f Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George,
dated Madras, 9th May.1870, No. 253.

I have the honour to request that you will be pleased to move His Excellency
the Right Honourable the Governor in Council to sanction the transfer of the
Mortuary Department from the Sanitary Commissioner to the Municipality.

- 2. Under Act I1X. of 1867 the registration of births and deaths is a Municipai
charge ; but owing to the difficulty attending the introduction of the measure, and
the want of a duly-qualified officer for supervising the Department, the Sanitary
Commissioner was asked, in 1867, as a favour to take over the management of the
Registrars. On thelate Dr. Montgomery having accepted the work, the Government
on my application were pleased, in Order No. 4975, of the 31st December 1867, to
sanction specially the arrangement. '
Resn, passcd by Improvement Com- Jeql , ray

e A Sih Fob. 1870. N 3. The Commlss1-or.1ers now, however, are of
That this Committes suggest tho —opinion that the supervision ought to rest with the
dcsxrabxhtyofreque.stmg the S.u_ny. . . . . (=]
By transfor-tho supervision  Municipality, and bave accordingly passed the resolu-
of the Officers of the Munl. Registn, ©

Dept. to the Presdt., witha view to tion entered in the margin.
their being placed under the con-

trol of the Munl. Sany. Dept., and . : . o
O the best thanks of the Commrs. 4. Dr. Cornish has expressed his willingness to

bo conveyed to Dr. Ranking for tho iy effect to the transfer, but states that he cannot do
attention he has hitherto given to

tho subject.” so without the orders of the Government.

——

No. 55. From Surgeon W. R. CORNISH, r.r.cs, Sanitary Commissioner for
Madras, to the Chief Secretary to Government, Fort Saint George, dated
Madras, 18th May 1870, No. 532. : ' :

With reference to Memorandum, No. 114, dated 17th current, from the Under
Secretary to Government, I have the honour fo state that, under Sections 218 to 224
of the Madras Municipal Act of 1867, the whole responsibility of the registration
of births and deaths in the city rests with the Municipal Commissioners. The
establishment employed for the purpose is cntirely maintained and paid by the
Municipality. :

9. The late Dr. Montgomery, when Secretary to the Sanitary Commissioner,
voluntarily undertook the duty of supervising the tabulation of the births and deaths
in Madras, a duty which had been taken up originally with the sanction of Government
by the Secretary to the Inspector-General of the Indian Medical Department in 1855,
and which, at the end of the year 1865, was transferred to the Office of the Sanitary
Commissioner. Since Dr. Montgomery’s death the tabulation of mortuary statistics
of the town has been conducted under the direction of the Sanitary Commissioner,
but by the Municipal clerks who work in the Sanitary Commissioner’s office.

3. A short time since the President of the Municipal Commission expressed «
desire to have the whole establishment retransferred to his office, from the 1st April
1870, (Appendix A). Inreply 1 informed the Commission that I quite approved of the
proposed transfer, but that, as the sanction of Government had been sought for placing
the tabulation under the Secretary to the Sanitary Commissioner, I thought that tho
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approval of the same authorityshould beobtained before muking the proposed change,
(Appendix B). : . ‘
4. The establishment of Registration Offices in the various districts of the town
has certainiy not been attended with the results expected. In the year 1869, the
4512 births. births and deaths, as per margin, were reported to the
4190 deathe. Registrars, but as regards tho deaths, the establishment
of mortuary connicopillays, still kept up by the Municipality to visit the burning and
burying grounds, brought in particulars of 11,262 deaths. It will be apparent,
therefore, that the results at present obtained by the Registration Offices are wholly
unreliable. - .

5. The penal clauses of the Act to enforce registration being new to the people
have not yet been enforced to the extent necessary to secure accuracy of statisties.
I believe, however, that the District Registrars’ offices have now been sufficiently long
at work, to give the people a notion of what is expected of them when a birth or
death occurs in a family, and that the time has come for the Municipal authorities to
enforce the penal clauses of the Act in regdrd to registration. This they cannot well
do, until the control of the Registration Depattment is in the hands of the Executive
Officer of the Municipality. ‘

6. One great difficulty in the accurate registry of deaths is that the burning
and burying grounds are still too scattered and destitute of enclosure walls, and that
there are no persons in charge of them who might prohibit the burning or burying
of bodies, when the particulars of the cause of death are not forthcoming. These
subjects, 1 have reason to believe, are under the consideration of the Municipal
Commissioners. ' ‘

7. There are good reasons why the change proposed by Colonel Denison would |

work advantageously.

In the first place, the Sanitary Commissioner having no Secretary, and being
frequently absent on tours of inspection, has not the time for the supervision of the
District Registrars, or the compilation of the returns, (the duty.in fact was under-
taken by Dr. Montgomery, because, being resident in Madras, he had time and oppor-
tunities of supervising it, in addition to his own proper work),

II. The work being purely an executive work perfaining to the Municipality,

should be performed by Municipal Officers, as will be done under the revised Towns’
lmprovement Act in all other Municipalities. |

I1I.  The Municipal authorities, having ﬂie_ supervision of the Registration
Department under their immediate control, would, doubtless, soon take the necessary
steps for rendering the results reliable and trustworthy,

8. In approving of the transfer of the Registration Department to the
authorities who are really responsible for its maintenance and efficient working
I wish to state that the results of the registration of births and deaths in the town’
of Madras would still fall to be considered by the Sanitary Commissioner in his.
annual review of the vital statistics of the general population.

9. The Sanitary Conimissioner, as Registrar-General, should not, I think, be

encumbgred with the supervision of the local statistics of a town like Madras, What-
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Proceedings of the Madras Government, Public Department,
11¢7% June 1870.

ever returns he might require, for embodiment in the general statistical returns of
Municipalities, should be furnished to him by the Municipalities.

No. 56. ORDER THEREON, 11th June 1870, No. 746.

His Excellency the Governor in Council is pleased to sarction the proposal
made by the President of the Madras Municipal Commission for transferring the

superintendence of the Mortuary Department from the Sanitary Commissioner to

the Municipal Commissioners.

2. In making this arrangement His Excellency the Governor in Council
trusts that the Municipal Commissioners will take the necessary steps for securing
more accurate returns of births and deaths than have hitherto been obtained.

(True Extract.)

Chief Secretary.

| To the President of the Madras Municipal Commission,

,, Sanitary Commissioner.

Exd. J. Wright.

’
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PROCEEDINGS of the MADRAS GOVERNMENT.
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